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Borge’ s Front & Back of the Camera 
Stance to ‘Give Music Its Day in TV 


Victor Borge has a gripe—and+ 

















he’ d like to do something about it. —- 
Siar of the “Comedy In Music”! — Laura Payne Biopic 
one-man legiter which, now in ced Despite all that talk about the 
third season, is the No. 1 longrun-!} Hollywood, Sept. 6. pressing need for “new” faces, the 
ner on Broadway, Borge is looking} Laura Lee Payne, who nolds the ; old ones still are doing yeoman 
beyond his current tenancy of the | | official commission of Honcrary | service at the b.o. 
Golden Theatre, N. Y., and is eye-| Brigadier General in the U. S.| In fact, a quickie survey of who's 
ing the tv horizons. But not mere-| Army, will be biofilmed by pro-| ho in the t talent sweepstakes turns | 
ly as a performer. ‘ducer Joe Pasternak at Metro in | Up a surprising number of perform- 
Borge’s been pencilled in fora film tagged “The General Was a_ ers who can, in all good conscience, 
two CBS-TV “baby specs” this sea-! Lady.” | qualify as “oldtimers.” Yet they 
son—two full-hour one-man shows.| Through staging shows for sol- continue to draw ’em in. 
Ile’s being paid $100,000 per “nack-|diers at Fort Monmouth, N. J.,|. Faced with such realities, plus 
age’—and since the “package”! prior to U. S. entry into World| the fact that audiences today ap- 
comprises only Borge, with a cou- | War Il, at her own expense, she | par ently are much slower to 
ple of stage props (although, un-;| received Government recognition. | “make” a star, the studios are com- | 
like his legiter, he plans using a} Her activities interested the pub-| Peting energeticatly for men and 
full orchestra for added production | lic in the necessity of servicemen | WOmMen who played their first lead 
values) it represents something of | entertainment, resulting in USO- parts in the middle 30's. In fact. | 
a record in terms of ty salaries,|Camp Shows | thes re paying ‘ utside chunks: of 
since Borge will be pocketing most} Mrs. Lou Payne is the former , 0!” and ‘ making ext aordinars 
of the $200,000 for the two shots. | Laura Lee, Warner Bros. filmusi- | CONCeSSions to quite a few of the | 
(Over and above the two “baby ! cal star. old pillars of the star system. 

i} aie ene Tae gs Rundown of current attractions, 
ee BS-TV - planning +08 including some of the top grossers, 
some Borge guest shots inter-| e would tend to justify the studios’ 
epereed through the Seeson: ; yen for the durable glam person- 

Bul that isn’t precisely where | ree HH alities. 

Borge wants to fit into the tv pic- There’s James Cagney in ‘Mister 
ture, at least not exclusively. Rath- m Roberts,” a top hit in which he is 
er, he envisions establishing a paired with another vet, Henry 
permanent stake in the medium nar Sands in “Sa Coich & Phin” Cary 
on a “tront and back of the cain- Grant, who made his screen debut | 
era” basis as an overall trouble- in 1932, has the romantic male | 
shooter in production with the one ‘lead. In “Man from Laramie” 
purpose in mind—to find the for- t yn ar James Stewart appears in a famil- 
mula that will give music its day | iar western part. He’s also. in 
In televisi just as edv. drama eo kiaet Se 

and quiz shoo ave becie, golid in.| ‘The Alan Freed Rock ‘n’ Roll | eer =) ee 


show ending tomorrow (Thurs,) at | 

That's where Borge’s gripe comes | the Brooklyn Paramount is. ex- 
in. He finds it rather inexcusable | pected to gross around $110,000 
that until now tv has virtually | for the week, even going above the 
neglected the whole area of music. | $108,000 scored the last time Freed 


. 1; + 
Bredients. 
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By that he doesn’t mean an all-| played that house during Easter 
Continued 70 holidays. Gross was aided at Tony 

> ) 
oe — * / Bennett topping the show. Unfor- | 


tunately, the singer fell out Sun- | 
day (4) with a sore throat. 

Gross indicates that rock 'n’ roll 
has lost none of its initial impact 
among the youngsters since it’s 

| heading for a new record. Show 
has been heavily plugged by Freed, 


ee Forest, Md.’s 
Answer to Disneyland, 
Proves Big Juve Lure 


|; Committee 


a disk jockey on WINS, N. Y. In- 

Y BORAH BURMAN | cluded in the show are Lillian | 
Baltimore, Sept. 6. Briggs, Nappy Bvown, the Harp | 
‘aryland’s answer to Disneyland Tones, Chuck Berry, Rhythmettes, | 
On the Coast, The Enchanted For-| Sam Taylor Band, Cardinals, and 


®s\, 20 acres of Mother Goose-in- Nutmegs. ~ 


Disk Clubs Pitch 





i ‘ed attractions, 14 miles west of 
-dliiimore on U. S. Route 40, has 
Proven to be a strong tourist lure | 


“nce its Aug. 15 preem despite 
’ from the Connie and Diane | . 
eurricanes. During opening week, Tall Coin Lures At 
vver 20,000 flocked out to catch | ° 
‘Ss unique version of nursery | T L ha N 
0 eee f nursery | op Longhair Names 
ror $1 for adults and 50c for; ‘Threat of record clubs raiding | 
Culldren, visitors can enter the itS artists roster was one of the 
Park via a moated castle topped by | Motivating factors in Columbia 
# 40 foot tower. Eschewing the | Records formation of its own disk 
“care and thrill rides of the stand: | Club operation, According to Col 
“'d amusement park, moppets can | Prexy James B. Conkling the indie 
V'sit the house of the three bears, | Gi8Sk clubs are on an all-out pitch 
3 ‘nb the old lady’s shoe and slide | to woo top artists and are using 


| big coin guarantees as bait. 


‘", ring the bell in the little red ; 
Conkling revealed that the N. Y. 


School] ; 
“OOlhOuse or take a canter in a | 


P cart. A pond and stream ac-) Philharmonic, longtime Col pactee, 
‘e“modate Willie the Whale and | had asked for its release to sign 
with a record club thet would 


ven in a tub with a wishing 
( ontinued on page 48) i 


(Continued on page 18) 
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LING ALONE 
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By FRED HIFT 


Pulitzer Prize For 


TV Writers Sought 


Worthington (Tony) Miner this 
week petitioned the Pulitzer Prize 
for recognition of tele- 

writers before “strong 
being mustered to “dampen 


vision 
forces” 


their creativity and courage” im- 
pose the conformity of “the emas- 
culated standards of motion pic- 
nage upon them He called on 


he Committee 
i ; reportorial 
but principally to 


achievements, 
“defend the dig- 


(Continued on page 18 





It’s Now Official 


NBC prexy Pat Weaver last 
week received a memo trom 
publishers ot Webster's Dic- 


tionary seeking verification on 
its future use of the word 
“spectacular” for its upcoming 
Collegiate Dictionary edition. 

Webster is defining it as a 
big, lavish ty production, 
Weaver replied that’s okay 
with him. 

The NBC 
VARIETY with 
the word. 


credits 
coined 


echelon 
having 


LM STARS NEVER DIE 








Vegas Talent Pools Call the Shots: 


 Tyro Hotel Ops Throw Snake-Eyes 





Las Vegas, built into an era of 
‘ —— ‘eae opulence dition ‘the 
64,000-Peso Question | past decade by the twin media of 


| top name entertainers purchased at 


Mexico City, Sept. 6. 





ere - 


record prices, and the lure of legal- 


| Stateside’s “$64,000 Question” | jzeq gambling, is either flying dis- 
| program has come to Mexico, ex- | tress signals or has reached the pe- 
s|cepting for the modification that ri9q when it must stop short for a 

down here it's the 64,000-Peso | time to consolidate gains and take 
| ($9,120) Question program. It jnventory of its present situation. 
| bowed Aug. 30 as a half-hour seg- The recent takeover of the 


ment on local radio stations XEQ 


Dunes Hotel by the operators of 


| and XHTV. Shirt maker, the Aur-' (he Sands Hotel, and the pending 
| rera Co., is sponsoring. absorption of the Royal Nevada by 
| Announcing is by the vet-top- the Desert Inn, present at one 
pers Pedro de Lille and Carlos time a warning of the turbulence 


Albert. that may lie ahead and an answer 
to one of the most important ques- 
lions that has been bothering the 
operators of the Nevada pleasure 
domes. 
Naturally, 
ing succored by 





Preminger’s Code 
Pitch: Whos A 


Censor Now? 


the hotels that are be- 
neighboring inns, 
have had their load of problems, 
primarily with talent that didn't 
draw and shows that cost a lot of 
“money without commensurate pay- 
off in the casinos. So far, the talent 
agencies have been the virtuai dic- 


tators in the situation because of 

{their control of the names for 

Otto Preminger wants to know, whom the inns have been paying 

“How can they call it self-regula-| as much as $50,000 a week. They've 

tion when eight major companies , got to handle a lot of money at the 

| censor my pictures?” vreenfelts to compensate for that 
The independent producer, whose | kind of layout. 


| Production 


” 


was nixed by the 
Administration 


‘Moon Is Blue 
Code 


3y combining the buying power 
of several hotels and perhaps alli- 


and who faces the prospect of | ances with cafes in other cities, the 
similar rejection of his upcoming innkeepers may be able to control 
“Man With the Golden Arm,” | the ever-mounting | hgge of head- 
makes the point that the presi-, liners, and at the same time com- 
idents of the large producing-dis- (Continued on page 57) 


to recognize televi- | 


tribution companies serve as the 
appeals board on Code matters but 


indies have no voice in the opera- 


Chevalier to —_ In 


tion. 

| In N. Y. over the past weekend, ’ 

Preminger flatly accused “every Vegas Dunes Hotel For 
major” of “abiding by the words; | oS Wkl 
lof the Code but in fact trying to ($ ) 
circumvent it with the way stars 356 Not Francs y. 


are dressed and undressed and the The Dunes Hotel, Las Vegas, is 

way_lines are written.” He added: now reaching for talent command- 

“Many pictures have been passed; ing the tall coin, Spot has signed 

some have been grave violations) Maurice Chevalier to start Dec. 19 

of good taste.” at $35,000, It will mark the Vegas 
Preminger said he would like, debut of the Gallic chanteur. 

ito see the indies permitted to sit The Dunés Hotel recently was 


i nity” of the medium’s top creative | 
writers With Pulitzer Prize recog 
nition. 

Miner traced a parallel with the 


in with the major outfits in di ised to Jake Freedman and Jack 
: aa. Sade Entratter, who run the nearby 
(Continues — page 42 Sands Hotel. Entratter, who'll do 
the buying for both spots, will try 
° f h Ti a to put the inn on a paying basis 
Signs 0 t € 1imes. with a batch of names. Frank Si- 
natra, a part-owner of the Sands 
Peasants Now Study and a regular at that hotel, will 
" —_ be the first of the names under the 
Ticker Tape at Fairs. new setup. He'll do a weekend 

stint at the Dunes Friday (9). 
Minneapolis, Sept. 6. Chevalier is slated for a five- 


Brand new “exhibit” at the Min-| week stand at the Lyceum Theatre, 
nesota State Fair currently, vying N. y., Sept. 28, and will follow 
for the preponderantly rural pa-| with an engagement at the Wal- 
tronage’s attention with livestock, | jorf-Astoria, N. Y., immediately 
farm machinery, grains and vege- | after his date in the legit house. 
table displays, is a stock exchange, Waldorf date will be wn an eight- 
brokerage office on wheels. It’s one show-a-week basis, the first time 
of three such mobile “Stockmo-| such a plan has been tried at the 
biles” that Merrill Lynch, Pierce, | waldorf. He's getting $5,000 week- 


| Fenner & Beane, New York Stock |!y there. The legiter is on per- 
exchang* brokerage firm, designed | centage with producer Gilbert 


(Continued on page 70) i Miller. 
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Mrs. Luce’s ‘Yes-No Stance After 
‘Jungle’ Nix; State Dept. Backs Her 


Row over withdrawal of Metro’s 
“Blackboard Jungle” from _ the 
Venice Film Festival had its echoes 
in New York, Washington and Ven- 
ice last week. Still unclear, how- 
ever, was the exact role played by 
U.S. Ambassador Clare Boothe 
Luce in the affair. 

There were these developments: 

1. The State Dept. made it clear 
that it wouid reject any M-G cou- 
tention that Mrs. Luce ‘used 
inappropriate pressure” to force 
withdrawal of the picture from the 
festival. 


2. The Ambassador herself, 
through the Department, denied 


that she had voiced a demand for 
withdrawal of the film, asserting 
she had merely informed Venice 
fest authorities that, if the picture 
were shown, she’d walk out on the 
competition where she was one of 
the invited guests. 

3. Ottavio Croze, head of the 
festival committee, acknowledged 
that the U.S. Embassy had not 
specifically asked him to witndraw 
“Jungle.” He said he had substi- 
tuted ‘Interrupted Melody” (an- 


other Metro entry) when informed | 


that M-G itself wanted “Black- 
board” yanked. | 

4. A spokesman for the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. denied flatly 
that the MPEA was involved in the 
ruckus. ‘‘We knew what was going 
on, but were neither consulted nor 
did we offer to intercede,” he de- 
clared. 


“Blackboard Jungle,” one of the | 


invited entries at Venice, was elim- 
inated from the screening sked 
when—according to Metro—Mrs. 
Luce issued an ultimatum to the 
fest authorities along “either the 
picture goes or I go” lines. The 
Ambassador was represented as 
(Continued on page 71) 


JAP ‘UGETSU’ WINS DOS 
GOLDEN LAUREL AWARD 


Edinburgh, Sept. 6. 
“Ugetsu,” Japanese -drama pro- 
duced by Masaichi Nagata and di- 





rected by Kengi Mizoguchi, is the | 
Laure] | 


recipient of the Golden 
Award. Jury comprising Ellis Arn- 
all, Ralph J. Bunche, Gardner 
Cowles, Otto Harbach, Rene d’Har- 
noncourt, Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, Herbert Bayard Swope and 
James P. Warburg selected the 
picture as the one contributing the 
most to international understand- 
ing and goodwill. 

The award is presented annually 
by producer David O. Selznick. 
Only films not eligible are those 
made in America or by Americans 
in other countries. 

Douglas Fairbanks Jr. presented 
the citation at a ceremony here 
Sunday (4) held in conjunction 
with the Edinburgh Film Festival. 
Four pix in competition with 
“Ugetsu” were “The Little Kid- 
nappers,” from Britain; “Barefoot 
Battalion,”.Greece; “Gate of Hell,” 


+ 








ATTORNEY SUES PIAF 
FOR LEGAL, MGT., FEES 


Edith Piaf, who opens next 
| Wednesday (14) at the Versailles, 
|N. Y., is being sued for $19,841 by 
| attorney Andy Feinman in the N.Y. 
| Supreme Court. 

Feinman claims the sums are due 
|him for legal services performed 
‘by him as well as for personal 
| management fees. Lew & Leslie 
| Grade booking agency, which plots 

the dates for the French singer, 
‘says that Louis Barrere of Paris 
is her only personal manager, 


Johnny Puleo, Midget 
Comic in Minevitch’s 
Act, in Paris Hospital 


Paris, ‘Sept. 1. 

Johnny Puleo, longtime featured 
in Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals, has been in the American 
Hospital at Neuilly-sur-Seine under 
somewhat mysterious circum- 
stances. He is said to have cut 
himself. 

Puleo came here for a solo stint 
in the Hecht-Lancaster “Trapeze” 
film to play one of the midget 
|comics, sans the band. While here 
Lucille Minevitech, widow of the 
veteran showman and_ longtime 
Paris resident, had been conferring 
with Puleo on plans to continue | 
the Minevitch Rascals on tour, 
with himself as the _ feature. 
Mrs. Minevitch, meantime, is also 
planning to open the refurbished 
Minevitch bistro on the Ile de St. 
Louis, and has just about com- 
pleted outfitting the “cave,” un- 
derneath the Seine, for an intime 
boite. It is on historic Paris ground, 
formally known as Au Franc Pinot. 








Mastin 3, Sammy Davis Jr. 
In ‘Wonderful,’ Also Pic 


Jule Styne, who plans a Broad- 
way production of “Mr. Wonder- 
‘ful’ as a starring vehicle for Sam- 
my Davis Jr. and the Will Mastin 
Trio, says that the entire three- 
some, a longtime standard, will 
participate in the legit musical. 
| George Wood, of the William 
Morris agency, affirms that, and 
also that when the Mastin Trio 
makes its first picture for Frank 
Sinatra’s independent film produc- 
ing company, the Davises, pere et 
fils, and Mastin, uncle of Junior, 
will not be broken up as a combi- 
nation, as was erroneously report- 
ed in VARIETY last week. 

Will Glickman and Joe Stein are 
writing the book for “Mr. Wonder- 
ful,” and Arnold Horwitt (lyrics) 
and Albert Hague (music) are do- 
ing the songs. It’s the same team 
that fashioned the current “Plain 
and Fancy,” at the Winter Garden, 
N. ¥. 

Rehearsals are planned for Janu- 
































; ary, after the Mastin Trio con- 
Japan, and ‘‘Mr. Hulot’s Holiday,” cludes at the New Frontier, Las 
France. (Continued on page 62) 
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FRANK DE VOL 


Currently Composed and Conducted 
Music for U.A.’s “The Big Knife.” 
Columbia Album of Music from 
“THE BIG KNIFE.” 

Summer Variety Hour on 
NBC-TV. 

Preparing for TV—‘DO YOU 
TRUST YOUR WIFE?” § starring 
EDGAR BERGEN, “BETTY WHITE 
SHOW.” 

This week on tour visiting the D. J.’s 
in Pittsburgh — Columbus — Dayton 
Cleveland 


Waldorf Offers 
Lesit Package 


Pretty soon there’ll be a “book- 
ing jam” of legit-catching excur- 
sions to Broadway. With out-of- 
town newspapers, civic and service 


organizations and several private 
agencies booking such treks, the 
field has been expanded with the 
entry of a large New York hotel, 
the Waldorf-Astoria, with its own 
variation of the playgoing tourist 
“package.” 

Under an arrangement with 
American Airlines, the hotel is of- 
fering a “Theatre Weekend at the 
Waldorf,” covering three days and 
two nights and including room and 
meals, seats for a Broadway show 
and a visit to a restaurant-nitery. 
An alternate deal includes a week- 
end at the hotel, with breakfast 
and dinner at the Starlight Roof. 

Patrons will have several choices 
of legit shows, tickets for which 
will be included in the “package” 
sold at the airline offices in vari- 
ous cities. 


Colgate 











+++ 


Lament For 
Soap Opera 


++ By RICHARD THORPE *** 


Hollywod, Aug. 23. 

“Will the Heroine survive the 
sudden, mysterious, and always fa- 
tal disease which has stricken her? 
Will the Stranger relax his throt- 
tling hold on her throat? Will the 
governor’s reprieve come in time? 
Will the Money from Uncle Joe in 
Australia arrive before the mort- 
gage is foreclosed?” 

Now that NBC has lowered the 
boom on its daytime radio serials 
and is closing out all quarter- and 
half-hour shows in October, that 
‘American phenomenon Known as 
the Soap Opera is about to slip 
into limbo. 

The Life And Death Of Soap 
Opera will interest future histor- 
ians and psychologists. The sheer 
Statistics of the soap would be 
appalling. The tears jerked during 
the past 25 years would be suf- 
ficient to float a national loan and 
have enough over for the Queen 
Mary. 

How many suffering wives have 
| bravely borne up against malici- 
| Ous gossip which linked their hus- 
| bands with mysterious and beauti- 
| ful newcomers? Even after they 
| saw him with the hussy with their 
| own eyes, they were still brave and 
| noble. Usually it turned out that 
| the other gal was really his cousin 
|} or something similarly innocent, 
| but sometimes it was the mccoy 
| and the fool husband came to his 
senses just in time to realize that 
| he was about to throw away the 

love of a fine, noble, suffering 
; woman, and to crawl back to her 
on his knees. Think of the num- 


} (Continued on page 62) 





Chicago had a VARIETY office 
very early for Chicago was a great 
show town. Unfortunately it’s now 
necessary to use the past tense— 
was. Little by little the Loop has 
shriveled away so that save for 
Randolph St., and one of two 
splotches of illumination it’s un- 
believably dull after dark in this 
year 1955. 

Once there were many vaude- 
ville circuits booked oui of Chicago 
—the Orpheum, senior and junior 
houses, Butterfield, Pantages, Car- 
roll, Ackerman & Harris, Bert 
Levy, Keith-Western and the allied 
Western Vaudeville Managers Assn. 
There were half a dozen break-in 
houses, Kedzie, Lincoln, Engle- 
wood, Chateau which all the agents 
and bookers made each half as a 
matter of professional information. 
The Chicago coffee-and-cakers (one 
and two day fleatraps) were in 
every sector and in outlying areas 
like Hammond, Gary, Blue Island. 
Smalltimers could make a living on 
these trolley jumps, which paid 
about $10-$15 a night. 

As for legit, Chicago was a big 
town until 20-25 years ago. For- 
gotten shrines, some now conveited 
to the cinema, 
parking lots included the Grand 
Opera House, the Garrick, the 
Woods, the Powers, the Colonial, 
the Cort, the La Salle, the L[ilinois, 
the Majestic. There were 18 legit 
houses right up the dawn of the 
depression. 

Chicago was unique for the size 
and opulence of its ballrooms, like 
the Trianon; the Aragon, the Para- 
dise. And for the sheer seating cap- 
pacity of some of its cafes, many 
of them miles from downtown but 
very much inside the sprawling 
confines of that interminable city. 
The ballrooms had footmen in 
white perukes with red velvet knee- 
breeches and long coats adorned 
with golden tassles. The working 
classes were encouraged to feel 
that the regime ancient of France 
offered nothing not available for a 
75c. admission. 

Sime wanted these ballrooms 
“reviewed”—and the ballrooms in 
other big cities as well. This was 
a doozy assignment for a VARIETY 
staffer or stringer. What do you 
say as a ballroom critic? The floor 
was handsomely waxed? The man- 
ager’s tuxedo was of the latest cut? 
The revolving chandelier was very 
schmaltzy when Wayne King, the 
Waltz king, made with the dream 
music? 

Hey-Hey Days of Paul Ash 

Chicago also developed the so- 
called “Paul Ash policy.’ Ash was 
a guy with a mop of hair.. He had 
worked out a routine in early pre- 
sentation houses of San Francisco 
and Oakland. His voice was full- 
bodied and the girls swooned when 
he made his announcements, told 
his little folksy. pointless gags or 
passed gumdrops over the foot- 
lights to the front rows. It was the 
duty of the Chicago office to report 
Paul Ash’s every sneeze and cough 
and to detail the performances of 
such proteges as Ginger Rogers and 
George Givot. Ash burst out of the 
McVickers into the newer and 
much bigger Oriental where he was 
part of the electric sign—Paul 
Ash, the Rajah of Jazz. 

Chicago was risky during the 
Prohibition era. One staffer, Lou 
Greenspan, made the mistake of 
panning the sweetie of a hoodlum. 
She was playing the Friar’s Inn, off 
Wabash. The hood crowded Green- 
Span into a booth at Lindy’s, on 
Randolph St., and talked very dis- 
agreeably about breaking the 
cric’s legs with a baseball bat. It 
took some tall squaring. Another 
staffer of that period, Claude 
Binyon, then a bashful kid, had 
aroused the anger of the owner of 
a joint out on Cottage Grove Ave- 
nue. “If that guy ever shows here 
again, notify me,” the owner told 
his headwaiter. Some weeks later 
Binyon, who was then quite Joe 
College, popped in, not as a re- 
viewer but as a patron, with a party 
of kids. The whisper was passed to 
the cafe boss. “That Variety guy 
is back.” The cafe boss came storm- 
ing out. “Where is he? Point him 
out.” Claude looked up—all baby- 
faced and unaware. “Him?”, the 
cafe guy was incredulous, “That 
kid! Oh, for erying out loud.” He 
turned on his heel, in disgust. 
There was no sport in pushing a 
Boy Scout around. 

And The Ole Maestro Too 


Chicago gave Ben Bernie the 





} Paul Ash, 


others razed for | 





Same kind of up-push that it gave | 
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Chicago—That Toddlin’ Town 


22622 D DODD AADADAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL LO ; 


lege Inn of the Sherman that the 
“yowza” fellow got his first big 
radio break. At the time Chicago 
was an important runner-up to New 
York in broadcasting and had ito 
its credit (or blame) the origina- 
tion of the daytime serials or soap 
operas, Chicago inventions included 
Amos ’n’ Andy, Clara Lu & Em, 
Easy Aces, East & Dumke, Patt 
Barnes, Kaltenmyer’s Kintergar- 
ten, Quiz Kids, Myrt & Marge, the 
Sinclair Minstrels, Smilin’ Ed Mc- 
Connell. 

There has been one thing very 
wrong with Chicago—it’s kept los- 
ing theatres, programs, dance or- 
chestras, stars and its own fads 
without replacing them. Nobody 
has ever quite figured the failure 
of the Loop to hold its own except 
that Chicago has always suffered 
from a lack of rapid transit. Its 
subway was a token and a teaser, 
Apparently the cafes needed Pro- 
hibition (and upstairs gambling) 
and the town probably was hurt 
more than has ever been realized 
by all the gangster stuff, and the 
attendant publicity. People were 
iiterally afraid to stick their noses 
on. of nights. 

Enough to say it has been a 
cown-hill runaway. More and more 
tiere was less and less about show 
business, and radio, and waltz kings 
and Charleston champs. Today 
when you ask the Variety of- 
fice manager, Don Wilson, “What's 
new in Chicago?”, he first acts em- 
barrassed and then his eyes mist 
up. 

How explain this strange drying 
up of what was once a dynamic 
show town? Why do three millions 
and more people stay away in such 
droves from the legitimate theatre 
and the night clubs? Why do the 
sponsors (half of them having their 
home office in Chicago) allow their 
ad agencies to move radio and tele- 
vision programs to New York or 
Hollywood? 

What’s happened to Chicago 
shouldn’t happen to a dog town. 
But it’s all been spelled out, sadly, 
over the years of this publication’s 
first half-century. Gloomy or cheer- 
ful, we call ’em as we see ’em. 


GROUP TO PROBE COAST 
INT'L FILM FEST IDEA 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Move to stage an International 
Film Festival in Hollywood, long 
proposed but never advancing fur- 
ther than the talking point, will 
gain impetus through a_ special 
committee set up by the Motion 
Picture Industry Council to ex- 
plore the project. 


MPIC membership has unani- 
mously voted for the committee, 
chairmaned by Samuel J. Engel, 
20th-Fox producer and prexy of the 
Screen Producers Guild, to study 
all aspects of the Festival, advo- 
cated for years by the industry 
group. Org is in favor of holding 
it either late next year or in 1957. 

Other committee members _ in- 
clude Steve Broidy, Walter Wanger, 
Ronald Reagan, William Holden, 
Preston Ames and Daniel Taradash. 








Greek Showmen Forming 
Variety Tent in Athens 


John Haskell, who is setting up 
an international junket of top tal- 
ent under Variety Clubs of Amer- 
ica auspices, has completed de- 
tails for the presentation of the 
show in Athens. It will be held in 
the Greek capital about Dec. 15 un- 
der sponsorship of the King and 
Queen. 


Haskell, who is en route to Cairo, 
reports that Greek show bizites are 
organizing a Variety Club as soon 
as they receive the organizational 
material from George C. Hoover, 
Variety’s International prexy. 

During his tour, Haskell, Reverly 
Hills realtor and special TWA rep- 
resentative in Hollywood, exnects 
to visit Russia in an. attempt to in- 
clude Moscow as a stop for the in- 
ternational junket. In the USSR, 
it’s expected, that some local char- 
ity would be the beneficiary of the 
show. Under present plans, the 
junket is slated to originate from 
Los Angeles Nov. 15, thence tu 
London, Hamburg, Athens, Mos- 
cow, Bombay and Tokyo and wind 
up in Constitutional Hall in Wash 
ington with a gala for the Pres! 


It was while at the Col- | dent and his cabinet, 
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Survey Pinpoints TV Effects on Pix 
Attendance; Oldsters Lag at B.0. 


Ownership of a tv set by the late + 


fall of Jast year kept_no more peco- | 
ple from seeing ‘films in theatres | 
than non-ownership of a set in- | 
duced greater attendance, a study 
by the Alfred Politz Research org 
for Look magazine shows. 
Survey covers an average week | 

late 1954 and includes persons | 
of 10 years of age or older. Also, 
it takes in different individuals 
who attended film theatres at least | 
ence during an individual week. 
li they went twice or more, they 
were still counted only once. 

On this basis, the Politz study ; 
found attendance for the week ran 
to 27,050,000, or 21.9% of all 
Americans over 10. The predomi- | 
group attending was from 


in 


nant age 
10-19 years (42.4%), whereas 
adults of 20 years or older ac-' 
counted for only 17.1%. Broken 


down into age groups, the attend- 
anee paitern clearly showed a de- | 
«line in attendance by the older 
fo'ks. 

In the 10 to 14 age group, 37.9% 
aitended: in the 15-19 group, 
47.9°7: in the 20-29 group, 32.4%; 
in the 30-39 group, 20.6%; in the | 
40 to 54 group, 13.2%, and 55 years | 
of ave or over, 6.9%. 

On the basis on which the 
Politz survey was set up, the at- 
tendance figure of 27,505,000 per 
week is regarded as misleading, 
primarily for the reason that it | 
doesn’t take into account people | 
who may attend shows two or 
three times a week. Furthermore, 
it leaves out the under-10 moppets. | 
Weekly attendance is generally put | 
at between 47,000,000 and 50,000,- 

(Continued on page 22) | 
i 





Warner Bros. Set To 


Syne First German 
Film for U.S. Release 


Frankfurt, Sept. 6. 


All the major producers in Ger- 
many, who are waging a battle to 
break into the U. S. with a major 
release on a film, are looking for- 
ward with great anxiety to the out- 
come of the latest move an- 
nounced by Warner Bros. Warners 
has taken the U. S. rights to the 
German film, “Solange Du Da 
Bist,” which will be titled in og 


bes at the N. 


iis heading for an 





lish “As Long As You're Near 
Me.” For the first time, instead of | 
merely sub-titling the German pic, | 
it will be synchronized for its re- 
lease in the States. 

The syne work will be done by. 
German-born Rudi Fehr, who is 
now working on the English script 
6! the picture in Hollywood. Pic, 


Which stars O. W. Fischer, Maria 
Schell and Hardy Krueger, was | 
mace Dy NDF Films in Germany. 


_ The German producers hope that 
‘i this film meets with publie ac- 
ceptance and financial success in| 
the U. S., it will open the way for 
other major U. §S. distributors to | 
handle their films and get the Ger- | 
man pix out of the limited “art 
house” or “showings in German- 
speaking territories only” class. 


Schary’s ‘Gettysburg’ In 
Record No. of Aspects: 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 





«ne Schary’s tour-reel tea- 
Surette, ‘The Battle of Gettys- 
urg 


Will be released in a record 
on ot seven different aspects, 
‘il every conceivable situation 
(he world, 


Pp . ms i . = 
" /tclure, filmed in CinemaScope, 
lil £O 





hun 
lo 


j 
af} 


bee out in this process. Via | 
‘Neal reduction, it also will be 
nh ed in color and black-and- 


‘'e widescreen, color and black- 
white nor mal aspect and color 
blac k-and-white 16m. 

cen ted by Herman Hoffman on 
rn Jon at Gettysburg, no actors 
PPear in the film. Primarily it is 


i 
and. 
and 





a to give the spectator a| 
Civil yw ubression of the historic 
a ' ar battle. Subject is beamed 
\ ith early December release date, 
pa the probability it will be | 
— “sed with one of the com- | 


’ lop features, 


Coast House Sues IATSE 


|ing of the Roxy 


| ica 








“MARTY’S’ 2006 RENTAL 
FROM JUST ONE HOUSE 


Hecht-Lancaster’s ‘‘Marty,” mar- 
athon pic at N. Y.’s small Sutton 
Theatre, will have earned more 


” 


‘than $200,000 in film rental from 


this one house when it goes into 
its sixth month Sunday (11), ae- 
cording to William J. Heineman, 
United Artists v.p. in charge of 
distribution. 


The Ernest Borgnine starrer, lo- 
cationed in Gotham on a budget 


of around $360,000, continues to 
draw consistently well, the week- 


,to-week gross varying little in the 
, $12,000 to $15,000 area. 


In other 
words, the end of the Sutton run 
is not in sight. 





‘Roberts Heading 
For Alltime Coin 
Music Hall Mark 


“Mister Roberts” not only is 
hanging up the longest run of any. 
Y. Music Hall since 
“Greatest Show on Earth” piayed 
i there in March of 1952, 


alltime money 
record at the huge Hall by going a 
ninth week _ starting 
(Thurs.). 

The Warners pic is heading for a 
total of $1,272,000 for eight weeks, 
with an estimated $154.000 probable 
for fhe current (eighth) session 
ending today. If the pic does $125,- 
000 or better, which seems likely, 
in the ninth stanza, ‘‘Roberts” 
would wind the nine-week run with 
$1,397,000, biggest ever at the Hall. 


“Great Caruso,” a Metro film, 
did $1,393,000 in 10 weeks during 
the summer of 1951, which has 
beem the record for total money 
ever since. “Show” ran 11 weeks 
to tie the alltime house mark for 


tomorrow | 


| three-way 


|er's novel, 


i men and 


| e 
| are doing the screenplay. 


but it also | 


\ for 
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No Biz Like Show Biz, for Lawyers; 
~ Litigations Take Spotlight in News 


CREORY'S ORBIT 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Three-cushion siiow 
coming to 
parlay of pictures, tv 


business is 


and legit 
ing up the s:akes. In the past, of 
ccurse, legit and films have wed- 
ded, and the Hollywood-tv romance 
has had a lingering spotlight. 

Paul Gregory is going for the 
stretch via Gregory- 
Laughton-Goldman Productions in 
which he’s vartnered with actor- 
director Charles Laughton and 
Philadelphia theatreowner William 
Goldman. 

Having completed production of 
his first pic, “Night of the Hunter,” 
Gregory is now readving proper- 
ties for exposure in varving com- 
binations of two of the three me- 


| git the with some being angled for 
all 


three. 

Next film on the producer’s sked 
is an adaptation of Norman Mpil- 
“Naked and the Dead,” 
financing provided by Gold- 
direction by Laughton. 
Dennis and Terry Saunders, whose 
two-reel short, “Time Out for 
War.” conned an Academy Award, 
Gregory, 
in N.Y. over the past weekend, 
said he plans to roll the film in 
Hawaii and Tahiti around 
December. 


with 


the fore—meaning a. 


| with one producing company ante- | 


next | 


While shooting the “Nake?” fea- | 


ture, Cregory reported, he'll also 
make 15 vignets of about 18 min- 
utes each, these to focus on the 15 
key characters of the storv. He 
said he has a deal pending where- 
by one of the tv networks will pay 
the production of these— 
total cost of about $150,000—for 
exposure one at a time on one of 
its large weekly programs. This 
will provide programmirg material 
for the web and serve promotional 


' purposes for the feature, Gregory 





longruns. The Paramount pic, 
however, did not make any new 
; money mark. 

Showing by “Roberts” {s viewed 
all the remarkable because it had 
to contend with two hurricanes and 
the hottest summer N. Y. has had 
in many years. 





For 286 Over Picketing 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 


Damages amounting to $28,000 | 


'are asked from IATSE Local 150, | 


by Sherwen The- | 
the union's picket- | 
Theatre, Glendale, 


Projectionists, 
atre Corp., for 


Cal., since June 29. 
Request for a temporary re- 
straining order against the booth- 


men’s union has been denied, but | 
Sept. 12 was set as date for a) 
show-cause hearing on why the in- 
junction should not be granted 
the theatre outfit. 

IA group, according to the com- | 
plaint, is insisting that the theatre 
discharge its present Independent | 
Motion Picture Workers of Amer- 
projectionists, and hire Local 
150 crewmen, 


| 

‘Cinerama’s’ Coast Mark 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

“This Is Cinerama” starts ad- | 


vertising its final nine weeks start- 
ing Sept. 11 and closing date is 
now tentative for Nov. 13. This 
gives the big screen process a rec- 
ord run of two years, seven months 
at Warner, Hollywood. It’s a rec- 
ord run for any film to play locally. 

Stanley Warner is now sched- 
luling “Cinerama Holiday,’’ second | 
| feature in the three-strip process, | 
/to open house Noy, 16, after sev- | 
eral press runs, , 


| to third place, 


noted. 

TV is much included in a future 
legit project, said Gregory. This 
is “The Big Banjo.” concerning the 
minstrels of 50 and more years ago, 
but to be staged within modern 
framework and with a dramatic 


i Story. 


Gregory reported he already has 
_(Continued | on page 16) 


National Boxoffice S 
‘Thief’ Again Paces Field, 


Labor Day Helps Biz; 


| Fovs,” _“Ulysses” 


i “The Girl Rush,” 





‘M-G MAY BANKROLL 
TRISTESSE’ LEGITER 


Metro may bankroll a legit ver- 


sion of “Bonjour Tristesse,” click 
first novel by Francoise Sagan, as 


a preliminary to the film version. 
Otto Preminger, who owns the 
rights, is to make the pie for M-G 
release and also will produce the 
play if presently tentative plans 
are finalized. 

Prenmunger 
weekend to 
with S. N. 


was in N. Y. last 
talk over the matter 
(Sam) Behrman, who's 
doing the pie script and may also 
write the dramatization. 

The legiter, if it’s decided upon, 
will be presented in the fall and 
the pic would be lensed in the 
spring or summer of 1957. 





Pars Hot Week's 
U.S. Billings 
OF 52,000,000 


Paramount had domestic 
ings of near!lv $2.000,000 last week, 
which the first round in the 
company’s” sales. drive saluting | 
president Barney Balaban. Book- 
indicate about the same 
amount of revenue from U. 
atres in the current week. 

Significance of this kind of coin 
is seen in the fact that Par’s week- 
ly average revenue” from all 
sources throughout the world is 
just slightly over $2,000,000. 

Films credited with the 
money from U. S. outlets include 
which was given 
teeoff 


was 


ings 


billing as the special drive 


pic-meaning extra sales push—and | 
“You’re Never Too Young,” “To 
Cateh A Thief,” “Seven Little 


and others. 


urvey 


‘Holiday’ Second, ‘Roberts’ 3d, ‘Love’ 4th 


Usual upbeat for a long holiday 
weekend with upped scales is re- 
ported currently from all sectors 
of the country this session. Several 
new, strong pix, just around ex- 
tensively, are adding stv’ength to 
the general showing. Heat in West 
Coast cities cut down totals some- 
| what but not as much as feared in 
(L.A. 


“To Catch Thief’ (Par) is holding 
in No. 1 spot, the same as last 
stanza, additional bookings nat- 


urally helping swell its coin total. 

“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) is 
moving up into second position 
after being down in third a week 
ago. 

“Mister Roberts” 
lowest 
being out in 
“Love Is 


(WB) is dipping 
point it has 
distribu- 
Many 


been since 
tion extensively. 


Splendored Thing” (20th) again is| « 
finishing fourth. 
“Pete Kelly’s Blues’ (WB) is 


holding staunchly in fifth position, 


same as last session. Sixth money 
goes to “The Kentuckian” (UA) 
which has been gradually pusning 
higher in recent weeks. 

“Man From Laramie” (Col) is 
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into seventh spot 
with some fresh, strong playdates. 
“Summertime,” also from United 
Artists, is winding up eighth. 
“Never Too Young” (Par) is cap- 
turing ninth place. “The Shrike” 
(U) is pacing the runner-up films. 


climbing back 


“Marty” (UA) and ‘We're No An- 
eels’ (Par) are the other two run- 
ner-up pix. 

“To Hell and Back” (U), which 


got off to a great start on its Texas 
playdates and in Atlantie City, is 
heading for a new house record in 
Philly with enough coin to easily 
pace the city. “Left Hand of God” 
(20th) also shapes promising with 
good to smash-showings in some 
six key cities covered by VARIETY 
this round. 

“MeConnell Story” also is start- 
ing out in fine style, with some 
e0od to big engagements currently. 
Always Fair Weather” (M-G), also 
new, is on the disappointing side 
this session. Trim in Indianapolis 
and lusty in St. Louis, it is rated 
fair in Portland, Frisco, Detroit 
and L.A. Pie is regarded as 
in Denver. 

“Girl Rush” (Par) is very spotty 
currently, being fair in Washington 
mild in L.A. and Balto and good in 
Indianapolis “Night of Hunter” 
UA) looms good in L.A. and trim 
in Philly. 

“Lady and T: 
fine in Toronto 
‘Major Benson” 
and N. Y., is fairish 


good 


BV) is rated 
St. Louis 


amp” 
and 


in Seattle. 


“Phenix City Story” (AA), fair 
in Philly, is smash in N. Y. ana 
still big on extended-run in Chi 
“One Desire” (U!, nice in Chi, looks | || 


sock in N. Y. 
(Complete Boxoffice 
Pages 89) 


Reports on 


ieee 
mn gg a 


* There's 


bill-_ | 
S. the- | 


tall | 


(U), good in Frisco, 


| 
ie 
a 


no business like show 
business—especially for lawyers. 
Hag legal eagles, representing show 
biz firms and personalities, have 
one of the biggest litigation sched- 
jules on record and it appears that 
ithere will be as much drama in 
tthe courtroom as there will be on 
ithe screen, tv, and stage this up- 
|coming season. 

| Fighting exhibitor antitrust suits, 
;amounting to $400,000,000 to $500,- 
000,000, has long occupied the at- 
‘tention of film industry aitorneys. 
Added to this, however, is a num- 
ber of new suits, involving person- 
alities, plagiarism, distribution 
costs, breach of contracts and 
many other claims. Lawsuits of 
one kind or another seems to have 
ipredominated the entertainment 





news headlines during the past 
two weeks. 
The sums demanded by litigants 


lis something short of astronomical, 
and demands of six and seven fig- 
ures are not uncommon. Frank 
Sinatra is being sued by 20th-Fox 
for $1.000,000 on a breach of con- 
tract claim. studio charging that 
Sinatra ankled “Carousel” while on 
location in Maine, leaving a cast 
and crew of 125 stranded. Wal- 
iter Winchell is asking $7,000,000 
from ABC on the grounds that by 
‘misleading him on his insurance 
|status the network forced him into 
(Continued on page 20) 


Plugging of Films In 
_ Newsreels Now Routiac; 
__ Exhibs Not Squawking 








| Plugging of pix in the newsreels, 
| long a sensitive subject among ex- 
hibs, is now almost routine with 
ithe reels, 

Hardly an issue goes by in which 
Jone company or the other doesn’t 
| inelude a clip about one of its stars 
making a p.a., or a picture open- 
/ing on Broadway. Theatremen, 
who at one time used to snip such 
footage from the reel, now appar- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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fo Sole 3 : «  \Oakland Theatre Sues 
Pix Biz Brisk in Aug. Despite ee; a oe 

Roberts’ Champ With $2,293,000; 
‘Holiday, ‘Stranger, ‘Blues in Top 4 


With some seven or eight strong¢ 


pictures out in release in August, 
rather unusual for this season of 
year, exhibitors successfully com- 
batted dog days of the past month 
despite the prolonged tropical 
weather, hurricanes and_ floods. 
Some idea of how sturdy the box- 
office was is shown by the fact 
that the top five films showed a 
total gross of nearly $5,500,000 in 
the long month, according to re- 
ports from VARIETY correspondents 
in some 23 key cities. 

Way out in front in the August 
sweepstakes was “Mister Roberts” 
(WB) with a gross of $2,293,000. The | 
Henry Fonda starrer, adapted from | 
the legit hit, was in the No. 1 spot | 
for five successive rounds, with the 





coin total being increased’ by 
strong holdovers and_ extended- 
runs. “Roberts” currently is in its 


eighth week at the N.Y. Radio City 
Music Hall, where an additional 
week probably will enable it to hit 
a new alltime money high. 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie), 
which was helped by its launching 
in several important key cities last 
month, soareé in revenue to nearly 
$1,200,000 for August, and was! 
easily winner of second p‘ace. 
“Not As a Stranger” (UA), box- | 
office champ in July, still dis- | 
played sufficient stamina to land 
third position last month, “Pete 
Kelly’s Blues” (WB), which was 
out in release only three weeks | 
during the month, copped fourth | 
spot, and likely will be heard from | 
additionally in the future. 
“Man From Laramie” 
wound up in fifth place, although 
never rising above fourth slot in 
weekly tabulations. “Lady and 





Tramp” (BV), third in July, con-|jhas sent out word to the field to 
‘turn 
| ‘‘Pan” 


tinucd very strong in the past 
month to land sixth money. 
“Never Too Young” (Par) at- 
tested to the popularity of the 
Martin-Lewis comedy team, by tak- 
ing seventh position. However, this | 
pic was not as big as some M&L |} 


(Continued en page 20) 





National Theatres Wins | 
Court Okay to Buy 7 — 


More in Salt Lake City. 


Following on the heels of Loew’s | 
Theatres’ new theatre acquisitions, | 
National Theatres received permis- | 
sion from Judge Gregory F. Noo-| 
nan in N. Y. Federal Court Friday | 
(2) to take over seven theatres in | 
and around Salt Lake City from | 
Joseph L. Lawrence. | 

There was no opposition by ex- | 
hibitor groups to the action and | 
the Dept. of Justice did not contest | 
the move. Federal attorney Mau- 
rice Silverman told the Court that | 
the acquisition of the seven thea- | 
tres by NT, with certain restricting | 
provisions included at Government | 
insistence, would not restrain com- | 
petition in the area. 

testrictions imposed include (1) | 
that NT must divest itself of the 
Rialto Theatre ‘one of the seven 
to be acauired) if within a six-year 
period any responsible individual 
wanted to start operation of a first- 
run house in downtown Salt Lake 
City. The new operators, of course, 
would have to reimburse NT for 
its investment in the Rialto; (2) 
that an indie exhibitor in competi- | 
tion with NT’s Southeast house in 
suburban SLC should be afforded | 
the chance to procure films on| 
the same availability as the NT | 
theatre if it so desired. Presently | 
there is one other opposition house | 
Which is operating on an art house | 
policy. 


Theatre. NT will acquire are the 
1,340-seat Uptown and the &25-seat | 
Rialto, both downtown SLC first- | 


runs; 785-car Oak Hills drive-in; 
For = . 1 } 

(<0-S@al Southeast in pugarnouse; 
1,300-seat Villa and 680-seat Mur- 
Tay in Murray, and the 752-seat 


Acade ns 1 Provo, lt tan, 


Loew’s 25c Divvy 


: 
Board of 


directors of Loew’s 

Inc., meeting last Thursday (31), 

declared Gividend of 25¢ per 

share On the company’s common 
stock 

Melon is payable sept. 30 to 


SlockKholders of record S pt. 13. 


000 mark in domestic distribution 


switching 
taken over at the end of October 
by Buena Vista, which is Disney’s 
iown releasing organization. 


thus surrendered, Disney becomes 
free to handle the pic as he sees fit, 
(Col) | including a full airing on tv via, 
| perhaps, 
can Broadcasting. 


series, 


| but which he never saw, except for some rushes. 


and huddling with Metro on ‘‘Guys and Dolls.” 


,in London report they’re close to peak activity, with 14 films in vari- 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 


| Oakland, .last Tuesday (30) sued 
three Northern California theatre 


$300,000, charging they conspired 
to keep the Rex from getting sub- 
sequent-run films. 

| The suit, filed in Federal Court 
| here, claimed the Rex can’t get 
| films until all the houses in the 
three chains are finished playing 
them. Defendants are Universal 
Film Exchanges, and its local man- 
ager, Barney Rose; United Cali- 
fornia Theatres; Golden State The- 
atre and Realty Corp., and T & D 
Jr. Enterprises. 

Suit was filed by Irvin S. Gold- 
stein, lawyer for the Rex’s owner, 
Arthur Barnett of San Francisco. 
Suit accuses the defendants of 





August’s Winning 10 
1. ‘Mister Roberts” (WB). 
2. “Cinerama Holiday” (Indie). 
3.‘“‘Not As Stranger” (UA). 
4. ‘‘Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB). 
5.‘*Man from Laramie” (Col). 
6. “Lady and Tramp” (BV). 

7. “Never Too Young” (Par). 
8. “We’re No Angels” (Par). 
9.“7 Little Foys” (Par). 

10. “Cobweb” (M-G). 





: } 
The Rex Theatre, in downtown 


chains and a film distributor for ! 





| forcing the Rex to take undesirable 
films in order to get good ones— 
in other words, of block booking. 
The Rex states “major down- 
town Oakland theatres” get first 
crack at firstrun films and goes on 
to say that 76 days later other the- 
atres in the named chains can book 
the films. Only then, the suit com- 
| plains, can the Rex book the pic- 
'tures. Goldstein said it takes his 
‘ Wi Ses client about 106 days to get films 
fter the first run starts. But, he 
added, ‘‘the primary problem is 
Walt Disney’s “Peter Pan.” 1953 block booking . . .taking 80 or 85 
release which is near the $7,000,- Pictures at a time.” 


‘Arnall to Europe 
For IFPEC Talks 


Ellis Arnall, prexy of the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
| Producers and Independent Film 
| Producers Export Corp., flies to 
| London Sept. 12 on the first leg 
|of a Continental tour designed to 
, set in motion the European selling 
| activities of IFPEC. 

| While in London, Arnall wil 


; — | speak for the indies at the nego- 
Ayres to Open Religioso | tiations for a new Anglo-American 


1? } ; i ‘film agreement, which are skeked 
Pic-P.A, Series in Frisco \for Sept. 15-16. Eric Johnston will 
San Francisco, Sept. 6. | be there for the Motion Picture 
Lew Ayres will open his film, Export Assn. Sir Frank Lee will 
“The World’s Great Re- | rep the British Board of Trade. 
ligions,” at the Geary Oct. 31. The IFPEC was set up by 
Ayres, booked by the William | SIMPP last year to facilitate indie 
Morris Agency, will appear with | producers’ contact with foreign 
the films of the Middle Eastern | sales orgs. There was talk also that 
and Far Eastern faiths. Paul Spier|it might go into distribution 
and Hans Kolmar are promoting | abroad, but this idea appears to 
the week-long series. ij have been dropped. 





Disney Taking 
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With RKO’s distribution rights 
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Frank Sinatra, who was holed in incognito at the Waldorf-Astoria 
after his “Carousel” shooting walkout, participated in a cloak-and- 
dagger chase with a couple of skulking characters who, it turned out, 
were process-servers in the 20th-Fox $1,000,000 damage suit. . . The 
“chase” resulted from the fact it was still Sunday night, and the pair 
had to wait until a minute past midnight to effect legal service but 
didn’t want to lost Sinatra, hence a four-hour vigil that assumed pro- 
portions of a whodunit. It even took Sinatra into the Capitol Theatre 
on Broadway to gander “Not As a Stranger,” in which he is featured 


Not generally knewn that Simon & Schuster editor-in-chief, Jack 
Goodman, has been doing some eastern script scouting for Columbia 
Pictures, under a special six-month assignment from Coast toppers 
Harry Cehn and Jerry Wald, separate and apart from Col’s regular 
eastern story department. It’s an informal test arrangement for six 
months, not especially well defined, but to see what a book editor can 
pass along to Hollywood in its current quest for story material. 

Universal’s Ben Cohn back from his extended Far Eastern survey 
trip .. . Herbert Rosener of the Rosener circuit on the Coast in N, Y. 


CBS’ Richard S. O’Brien is the winner of the Society of Motion Pic- 
ture & TV Engineers’ 1955 Journal Award, given to “the author of the 
most outstanding paper originally published in the Journal of the 
Society during the preceding calendar year.” O’Brien had written in 
the Journal about “CBS Color Television Staging and Lighting Prac- 
tices” .. . Sophia Loren, forthcoming in IFE’s “Neapolitan Carousel” 
and several other Italo pix, getting a big break in the U. S. mags. 
Latest is in Collier’s ...J. Arthur Rank’s Pinewood and Ealing studios 


ous Stages of production. Nine are tinters. 

Jean Goldwurm and Robert Siodmak will coproduce two films in 
Europe during the coming year. Both pix will be lensed in dual ver- 
sion—English and French or German. Goldwurm’s Times Film Corp. 
will release in the U. S. Siodmak last did “Die Ratten” (The Rats), 
which won the Berlin film fest prize. 

Audie Murphy, star of Universal’s “To Hell and Back.” made a per- 
sonal appearance at the Recruiting Booth in Times Square yesterday 


Tues.), Picture dealing with the World War II hero’s own experiences 
follows ‘Man From Laramie” as the Capitol’s next attraction .. . Metro 
publicity manager Dan Terrell back at his desk after a vacation... 


Producer Sol C, Siegel returned to the Coast . .. Warner Bros.’ pub- 
licity department turning cute with an all-French release. followed 
by an English translation, of James Stewart’s arrival in Paris for “The 
Spirit of St. Louis”... John W. Wilkinson, champion manager of the 
year of Associated British Cinemas Ltd., in from London for two-week 





all-expense-paid vacation as his prize. Stanley Warner is acting as 
his host in the U. S. as part of a reciprocal arrrangement with the | 
British chain which entertains SW’s prize-winning manager, 


ee 


Saga of a Rich, Full Film Epoch 
Unreeled in Will Hays ‘Memoirs 





lt Pays 


Not unlike today, exhibitor- 
distributor relations weighed 
heavily on the mind of Will H. 
Hays, the MPPDA prexy, in 
the late ’30s, when there were 
damage suits galore. In his 
book of memoirs, Hays recalls 
a presidents meet in the late 
30s when Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Loew’s topper, out- 
lined a “very liberal” treat- 
ment of exhibs. 

Other presidents protested 
that “it would be giving the 
exhibitors too much.” Replied 
Schenck: “I never found that 
it didn’t pay.” 








Feud Patched Up: 
1006 Per Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Marilyn Monroe’s iong-standing 
feud with her studio, Fox, is ex- 
pected to end this week when the 
actress will probably sign a new 
pact with the Westwood lot. 

It’s understood Miss Monroe will 
receive over $100,000 a _ picture; 
will be allowed one film annually 
outside of her 20th commitments, 
in which she will have story and 
director approval, so that she can 
activate her Marilyn Monroe Pro- 
ductions, Inc. 

Properties she'll star in for 20th 
will be specifically listed in her 
new contract, and they’re under- 
stood to include “Bus Stop” direc- 
tors, and their names will be in- 
cluded in the new pact, assuring 
her director approval on her pix. 

Studio had offered the actress « 
pact hiking her coin to $100,000 a 
film last January before she did 
“Seven Year Itch,” but she never 
signed the contract. 

Miss Monroe was originally 
Signed by 20th in 1946 at a start- 
ing salary of $125 weekly. Prior 
to the new $100,000 per picture 
contract handed her last year, she 
was receiving $1,500 per week, 
with her next option going to 
$2,000 per week, to be followed by 
$2,500 weekly and then $3,500. 

Miss Monroe brought the contro- 
versy to white heat last January 
when at a N. Y. press conference 
she declared herself a free agent, 
discharged Famous Artists as her 
agent, and disclosed she _ had 
formed her own production com- 
pany, and planned tv production 
as well as pix. 

Indie company she formed, Mari- 
lyn Monroe’ Productions  Ine., 
named her as prexy and Milton 
Green, Look fotog, as veepee. N. Y. 
attorney Frank Delaney -drew up 
the corporate structure. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Bob Cinader 
A. Burke Crotty 
Joan Greenwood 
J. Walter Kennedy 
Robert J. Kingsley 
Mark Marvin 
David Niven 
Ida Ostro 
Tom Saxe Jr. 
Hans Schwieger 
Leonard Sillman 
Ross Sobol 
Terry Turner 
Leo Van Munching 


Europe to N. Y. 
Jack Anthony 
Beulah Bondi 
Al Capp 
Noel Coward 
Fred Finklehoffe 
Tamis Fisher 
Joan Fontaine 
Axel Gruenberg 
Morris Helprin 
Sol Hurok 
Robert Q. Lewis 
Mergaret Mitchell 
Jimmy Neil 
Bertha Ricardo 
Sax Rohmer 
Jimmy Shand 
Ninette de Valois 
Hal B. Wallis 
Jack L. Warner 
Robert Wilson 


By FRED HIFT 


Few men have achieved as close 
an identification with an industry 
as has Will H. Hays with motion 
pictures, He headed up the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn., forerunner of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, for more 
than two decades (1922 to 1945) 
and to this day there are those 
who will habitually refer to the 
MPAA as “the Hays office.” 

In the 600-page “The Memoirs 
oi Will H. Hays” ‘Doubleday; $7.50) 
the rich, full life of the man who 
went fiom Sullivan, Ind., to be- 
come a country lawyer, the Repub- 
lican party’s national chairman, 
U. S. Postmaster General and, 
finally, the “boss” of Hollywood, 
is set down in full—at times a!- 
most’ excruciatingly so—detail. 


| . 
| Hays, who died in 1954, was greatly 
See Marilyn-Fox addicted to minutiae and accuracy, 


The book, culled from his diary 
and personal files, bears ample tes- 
timony to this. 
| Hays had a dry humor but sang 
;the light touch, and his editors 
| (he credits primarily Ernest B. 
|Chamberlain) didn’t improve things 
lany via their selections. The 
|; Memoirs” are crammed full of 
information and, at least the Holly- 
wood part of it, will be required 
reading for the oldtimers in the 
business and the historians. But 
beyond that, the book sounds like 
a rather dull and pedantic echo 
from a tumultuous past; the saga 
of an ardent politician who rubbed 
shoulders with presidents, and of 
the growth ef an industry, told 
with plenty of names and much 
profundity, and yet curiously little 
warmth, by the man who had seen 
it all happen from a great vantage 
point. Among his friends and ac- 
quaintances he numbered some of 
the great names of his age—Teddy 
Roosevelt to Will Rogers—and here 
and there he comes up with a re- 
vealing or amusing anecdote. 
The “Memoirs” are pretty well 
divided into two distinct parts. The 
first half tells of Hays the politi- 
cian, the second of Hays the ad- 
ministrator who himself lists the 
appellations bestowed on him as 
ranging from ‘czar’ to “Hoosier 
Crusader.” He details how, in 1922, 


(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Maxine Andrews 
G. Ralph Branton 
Spring Byington 
Emmett R. Callahan 
Robert W. Coyne 
Jeanne Crain 
Morton DaCosta 
Alfred E. Daff 
Agnes De Mille 
Bill Doll 
Charles Einfeld 
George Fass 
Max Factor 
John C. Flinn 
Milton Goldman 
Edmund Gwenn 
Don Hartman 
George Jessel 
Al Jones 
Richard Kollmar 
Charles LeMaire 
Frank Loesser 
Joshua Logan 
Gordon MacRae 
Margo 

Sam Marx 

Rudy Mate 
Robert Newgard 
Edith Piaf 
Mary Pickford 
Otto Preminger 
Robert Preston 
Philip Rivero 
Jane Russell 
Richard Sale 
Natalie Schaefer 
Zadel Skolovsky 
Lou Smith 

Mark Stevens 
Lee Taub 
Dorothy Taub 
Dorothy Towne 
Helen Traubel 
Jack Webb 
Julie Wilson 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Xavier Cugat 
Gloria De Haven 
Robert Emmett 
Carl Fisher 

Kim Hunter 
Jessie Royce Landis 
Abbe Lane 

Allen Reisner 
David Rose 
Jerome Robbins 
Vincent Sardi Jr. 
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Schism Between Allied, TOA Widens: 


Martin Answers Shor: Kirsch Hits Out 


The schism between Allied States + 


Assn. and Theatre Owners of} 
America appears to be widening. 
The two major exhibitor organiza- | 


tions differ strongly on (1) the! 
yalue of the recent joint talks | 
with the film companies, (2) the | 


advisability of appealing to the 
Government for intervention in the 
industry over the question of film 
rentals, (3) the acceptance of an 
industry arbitration system, (4) 
organization of new tax fight, and 
(5) continuation of membership in 
COMPO. | 

In a terse communique, issued 
from His Columbus, Ga., headquar- 
ters over the weekend, TOA prexy 





FE. D. Martin declared that he 
stands on a statement issued on 
July 22 in which he expressed 


“surprise and disappointment” at 
Allied’s decision to withdraw from 
further talks with the film compa- 
nies. He also stated on July 22 
that “TOA has historically taken a 
dim view of the value to exhibition 
ef governmental intervention, and 
the resulis obtained in the past 
certainly justify our pessimism.” 
Martin’s most recent statement, 
reiterating the position taken on 
July 22, was an obvious answer to 
a letter sent him last week by AIl- 
lied topper Rube Shor. Latter 
charged that prior to the joint ses- 
sions with the distribs, TOA was 
fully aware of Allied’s position re- 
garding Government intervention 
and that TOA officials had shown | 
an inclination toward supporting | 
legislative action if the film com- 
(Continued on page 16) 


CScope Taking Up 








Sked of 5 Majors 


Paced by 20th-Fox, Metro and that if he e 


Warner Bros., CinemaScope this | 
year will make up about 50°% of | 
the release sked of five major! 
companies. 

Percentage of all of Hollywood’ 5 | 
output in C’Scope this year neces- | 


Sarily will be considerably lower | ‘tribution deal has been set. 


with such companies as Para- | 
mount, United Artists, Republic, | 
Allied Artists and RKO barely—or 
in the case of Par not at all—in 
the running, 





‘Arm’s’ Two Versions 

Frank Sinatra, who balked 
at working in both 35m and 
55m versions of ‘‘Carousel” at 
20th-Fox, starts work shortly 
in Otto Preminger’s “Man 
With the Golden Arm.” 

Hearing of Sinatra’s hassle 
with 20th, Preminger wired 
the actor: “Hope you don't 
mind, but we're doing ‘Goild- 
en Arm’ in two versions— 
black and white.” 








“and $700,000. 


Gregory Miffed 
By UA Handling 
Of His ‘Hunter’ 


Producer Paul Gregory stated 


in N. Y. over the weekend that he's | 
| miffed with the way United Artists 


is handling “Night of the Hunter,” 
his first picture effort. Film, said 
Gregory, is receiving only secon- 
dary treatment, while UA pushes 
its full weight behind Stanley 


|! Kramer’s “Not As A Stranger.” 


Gregory said he understands 
UA’s position but is nonetheless 
“disappointed.” He noted that 


“Stranger” had a negative cost of 


$1,800,000 and $1,000,000 is being | 
, spent on advertising. | 


“Hunter” cost between $600,000 


Gregory said that perhaps $50,000 
was spent on ads for “Stranger” 


| on the Coast while less than $10,- 


50%, of Release 


000 was allocated for ‘Hunter.” 
“As a result,” he observed, “my 
agg was lost in the L. A. pap- 

” UA financed the two pictures 
100%. Robert Mitchum has a lead 
spot in both. 

Gregory feels UA has “a good) 
| ateicteenton setup” but insisted | 
nters any more pacts 


In contrast, | 





| 


} 











SELINICK I 
anAP Ea 


RKO’'s_ production 
andi is taking shape—the 
will be sustained via the 
of independent filmakers whose 
turnout will be financed and dis- 





studio 


tributed by the company. In the 
wake of the alignment this week 


with David O. Selznick, it 
disclosed that RKO is now 


was 


name producers to the fold. 
Insiders reveal the Tom O'’Neal- 
Daniel T. O’Shea management is 
taking the ‘‘cautious, logical, slow” 
approach to acceleration of pro- 
duction activitv. In other words, 
it’s said, there'll be no overnight 
development of a full-scale pro- 
gram. Instead, there’s a_ long- 
haul aim of bringing in major 
calibre production talent as it be- 
comes available and as it fits into 
the company's overall plans. 
Importantly. mony in the trade 
are convinced that O’Neil and 
O’Shea are in earnest about re- 
turning the outfit to its former ma- 
jor-league status, this being par- 
ticularly mirrored in the Selznick 


| tieup. 


The veteran producer will make 
an indeterminate number of films 
for distribution by RKO. 
said Selznick will move under way 
with actual production this winter. 

Some months ago Selznick en- 
tered a pact to produce two fea- 
tures for Metro release and with 


M-G financing. This has been 
called off. 
Under terms of the longterm 


agreement, RKO will finance Selz- 
nick productions, with Selznick act- 
(Continued on page 22) 


New Color System 








May Ease Costs 


New system of color printing, 
said to hold great possibilities for 
price reduction, is currently under 
| study by several of the studios that 


|with the distribution company he} have their own lab facilities. 
| will receive contractual assurances | 


| that his will 


sluffed. 


pictures 


and the Dead,” for which no dis- 


He 


claimed UA, Metro and 20th-Fox! celluloid. 


have expressed a desire to take it} 
On. 





ve gone fee C'Scope theresa Fair Share’ to Distribs, 


have gone for C’'Scope, there’s a | 


Sharp difference. Whereas 20th, | 


Metro and WB come close to be- | 
ing 100¢ 


and nkvarasl 
more cautious. 


are considerably 


CinemaScope, Columbia | 


Example would be the first half | 


Oo! 1955 

Five 
tures. 
scope, 


companies released 77 fea- 


the medium: at 20th, 11 out of 14 
were C’Scope, and at Warner Bros. 
the ratio was eight out of 14. Yet, 
at Columbia, only three of 18 were 
in CinmaScope, and at Universal, 
‘wo out of 18 were released in the 
widescreen process, 

Hesitaney 
Panies becomes a matter of inter- 

Continued on page 16) 





Turner Winging 0’seas 
On Film Import Hunt 


ry 


‘erry Turner flies over to Eng- 
land and the Continent the end 
Or this week on a month’s 0.0. of 
- he to reign film scene, with an eye 

nporting one or more “exploi- 
ee pictures. Idea would be for 
canted distribution ewith ultimate 
ert over the Tom MeNeil-affil- 
1410 and controlled Mutual Broad- 
fasting System. 

Pu er, vet film man, has been 
ane ing pix packages for MBS, 
chic, lem “Gang Busters,” 
: i@ pul together and which, 
h critical captiousness, has 


eUling wide playdating in 
alter initially a video cel- 
4 


( 


of which 34 were in Cinema- | 
At Metro, 10 of 13 were in| 


} 


of the smaller com- | 


| Exhibs from ’54 Tax Cut, 


Denver’s McGee Claims 
Pat McGee, head of 


week stated that exhibitors. re- 
ceived 60°% of the money accruing 
to the industry via last year’s ad- 
missions tax reduction and distrib- 
utors picked up the balance, which 
was a “fair share.” 

McGee made the point via a for- 
mal press statement which he is- 
sued in rebuttal to the argument 
pressed recently by Allied States 
leaders that the film companies 
grabbed the tax yield in its entire- 
ty through upped picture rentals. 

McGee further quarreled with 
Allied on the matter of which ex- 
hibitor organization, Allied or The- 
atre Owners of America, is truly 
representative, and concerned with 
the welfare of, smaller theatremen. 
The. Denver chain operator insist- 


'ed that he played a key role in 





(tions at this time. 


the campaign that achieved the 
tax benefits that aided lesser ex- 
hibs particularly and he, McGee, is 


jan exec of TOA. 


Meanwhile, Trueman Rembusch, 
national Allied official and head of 
Allied of Indiana, continued air- 
ings of his gripe over the payment 
of membership money to tife Coun- 
cil of Motion Picture Organiza- 
He stated pri- 
vately this week that one 
(not Boston's Samuel 
who’s been championing 
current dues drive, actually 

(Continued on page 22) 


Cooper | 
| Foundation Theatres, Denver, this | 


{ 





| 


; the 
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While very much in the hush- | 


not be} hush stage, the system is said to 
involve replacing the color-sensi- | 
Filmmaker’s next is to be “Naked | tive emulsions on the positive with | 


chemicals, so that the _ positive 
rawstock actually consists of clear 
Three separate expo- 
sures, corresponding to the three 
basic tints, are necessary. 

With the widespread Hollywood 
switch to color, the studios are ex- 
tremely interested in any color | 
printing method that stands to re- 
duce costs. The coat-it-yourself 
system, while still very much in 
the “test tube” stage, apparently 
holds that promise. 


Whole idea is said to be originat- | 


ing with Gevaert color in Belgium 
and the U.S. work is being 
ducted with the aid of Gevaert 


reps. Present cost of color printing 
varies. Eastman Color runs to a/| 
little over 6c per foot whereas 


Technicolor charges 5.25¢ for 


system on a volume order 


IFE Is Expanding With 
Non-Italo Pix; ‘Lease’ Ist 


What is seen as the start of a 
permanent association got under 
way this week with the acquisition 
by Italian Films Export of the J. 
Arthur Rank pic, “Lease of Life, 
starring Robert Donat. 





It’s the 


first non-Italo film to be taken on | 


by IFE. 

Move accentuates Rank’s cur- 
rent policy of letting his pix go 
wherever he feels that they'll get 
widest possible 
“Lease 
and was produced by Michael Bal- 
con from an Eric Ambler screen- 


| play. 


According to Seymour 
exec v.p., “Lease” 


more 
, 
deter- 


IFE, 


come 


with 
upon 


acquired by 


IFE will handle “Lease” in the 


\U. S. only. 


LILY 


modus oper- ; 


activity | 


under: | 
way with a plan to lure other top- | 


O'Shea | 


con- |. 


its | 


distribution. | 
of Life’ is in Eastmancolor | 


Poe, IFE | 
is only the first | 
lin a series of non‘Italian films to} 
i be 
key exhib} Rank films to 
Pinanski) | mination of results from the first 
COMPO'’s | entry. 

has | 











! Reissue ‘Samplings’ 
Via a study of the public’s 
theatre going which has been 
completed by an outside agen- 
cy. and other similar surveys 
likely in the future, Para- 
mount hopes to come up with 
specific knowledge of which 
| pictures loom as the best re- 
} issue prospects. 
The samplings are designe d 
} to show what percentage of 
| frequent and infrequent thea- 
t 


tregoers saw specific pictures 
and how many of those who 
didn't see them would like to. 








‘Scientific Sell 


Paramount is set to engage in 





on findings from a new market 
analysis made by an outside survey 


| researchers. 


The investigation job was com- | 


pleted in June and showed, for 
;example, which part of the public 
saw, or didn’t see. but would still 
like to, “Country Girl’ and “White 


company’s big successes 


—— 


of 300, 165 of the “frequent” 





‘to view 
ithese “frequents,” 50° were con- 
‘scious of the pic and still would 
‘like to see it. 

| Of the * 
| visit a film house less than 

'a month—25% saw “Girl.” 

As for “Christmas,” 66° of the 
“frequents” and 15% of the “in- 
|frequents” saw it, and there is 
a strong 
of the balance in each category. 

The sampling public pulse-tak- 
‘ing yielded reams of such statistics. 
and the conclusions drawn from 
| (Continued on page 18) 


Youth-Aud Approach 
To Be Stressed at N.J. 





AB-PT Get-Together 


Homeoffice and field execs on, 
the theatre end of American Broad- | 


Theatres’ will 


casting-Paramount 
throw the spotlight on new ap- 
| proaches to the younger audience 


in a three-day convention opening | 
, today (Wed.) in Spring Lake, N. J. | 
The circuit men, headed by 


will 


price changes for youngsters, the 


development of young players and | 


‘other talent and how theatremen 
can work with producers in “new 
ifaces” projects. Interstate Thea- 
itres, Dallas, AB-PT’s major sub 
‘chain in the southwest, already has | 
experimented with reduced prices 


»|for “in-between” customers, i.e., 
lin the 12-to-17 age bracket, with 
good results. 

Conclusions drawn at the meet 


‘ing on this and other trade sub- 
jects, excluding trade practices, 
will be made available to the in 
dustry in a formal report. ~ 

The three-day convention also 
has on its agenda a screening of 
William Wyler’s “Desperate Hours” 
to be conducted by Don Hartman, 
Paramount's production chief 

HARMON’S UA TRIO 

Producer-writer Sidney Harmon 

has finalized a deal to make t 





Luree 


vailnegt “Men at War” being the 
first, for United Artists. 
Distributor — will provide the 


\ financing, 


On Hours by Par 


Based on Survey 


proach to press and public based | 


Christmas,” these, being two of the 


It was found that, eran a base! 


theatregoers—those who attend a. 
film several times a month—paid | 
“Girl.” Of the balance of 


—! i. ’ } 
‘infrequents’’—those who | 
once , 


“want to see” among 50° | 


AB- } 
'PT president Leonard Goldenson, | 
| appraise possible admission | 


‘Anderson Lauds Shurlock in Tea’ Aid; 
Sees Okay No ‘Triumph Over Code 


* Role of the Production Code and 


, its administrator, Geoffrey Shur- 
| lock, in ironing out problems aris- 
| ing in connection with the filming 
|of “Tea and Sympathy,” was 
' praised last week by the play’s 
author, Robert Anderson. 

Returning from the Coast 

discussions with both Metro and 
| Shurlock, Anderson said he was 
highly appreciative of the under- 
| standing and cooperation 
| by the Code head in making the 
necessary adjustments, and added 
that the approved script made no 
concessions that in any way im- 
paired its effectiveness. 
In the play, the entire theme 
, evolves around the effects a sus- 
picion of homosexuality have on a 
boy. Code doesn't allow this topic 
_to be mentioned or implied and 
Anderson, in preparing the film 
| script, had to find a charge simi- 
larly effective. 

“It wasn’t easy, but I think 
we've solved it to everyone's satis- 
faction,” Anderson reported last 
i week. “When the film is made, 
its dramatic ingredients will be 
_ all there. It is still a story about 
what is manhood and what is per- 


and 





, : i .., | secution. And in the end, the wife 
'a hard. “scientific” sell with Wil- | . . ee Tae 
‘liam Wyler’s production of “The | (Continued on page 22) 
Desperate Hours,” with the ap- | 


See New Lenient 
Govt. Approach 
To Picture Biz 


In the midst of Allied States 
Assn.’s move to obtain Government 
intervention in industry affairs, 
nixites have noticed an easing of 
ithe Government's attitude toward 
the wicture business. The more 
lenient approach is particularly 
‘noticeable in actions involving the 
former defendants in the antitrust 
suits which brought about the con- 
sent decree, and the separation of 
theatre and production activities. 

Cited as an example is Loew’s 
Theatres’ recent acquisitions of 
additional theatres. On three sep- 
| arate occasions Loew’s went to the 
' Dept. of Justice and to the Federal 
Court for permission to add to its 


outfit in conjunction with Par’s own | 


| 


theatre holdings and in each in- 
, stance received the greenlight 
'from Federal officials. The most 


| recent okay to operate a conven- 
| tional house near Coral Gables, 
| Fla., was obtained despite the pro- 
| tests of the Wometco circuit. On 
' the basis of the Dept. of Justice’s 
‘new attitude, Loew’s is expected 
to seek permission to operate 

irive-ins in New York and New 
| Jersey. 

pape a better indication of 
ithe Government’s position was the 
| sere al received Friday (2) by 

National Theatres in N. Y. Federal 
Court to acauire seven theatres in 
|}and around Salt Lake City, NT will 
also petition the Government for 
approval to obtain 1,160 car ozoner 
in Las Vegas. 

Previously, the D. of J. 
Federal Court okaved Stanley 
Warner’s takeover of the exhibi- 
tion and_ production rights to 
Cinerama. NT, it’s understood, will 
seek similar permission for Cine- 
Miracle, said to be a one-projector 
Cinerama system. 


Rita-Haymes Rift Delays 
| 1756 Pact Suit Vs. Col 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 

Her rift with Dick Haymes has 
caused a postponement of Rita 
Hayworth’s $175,000 breach-of-con- 
tract suit against Columbia until 
Nov. 15. Trial was slated to start 
last week before Federal Judge 
Ben Harrison 

Actress’ attorney, Sam Zagon 
filed a medical certificate that 
vas suffering from “severe emo- 
tional shock,” and was unable to 
proceed with the case at that time 
seeking a voiding of 
her two-picture contract with Co- 
umbia, 


i 


and the 





s} e 


She also is 


shown 
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Ottawas Pix People Kudos 


Greeting motion pictures 50th anniversary, 
Dr. Charlotte Whitton, took space in local dailies last week 
3) to extend the city’s kudos to “The Motion Picture People of 
Calling them “an integral part of the life of this city 
‘1. which your responsible and cooperative sense of citizenship can 


m ayor, 


Ottawa.” 


I! 


Oitawa, Sept. 6. 
Ottawa’s femme 


always be relied upon to further any cause in which your great 


resources can be used,” Mayor 


Whitton said, in part: “Through 


these vears better partnership of the cinema and the community 
has progressed just as surely as these marked scientific advances” 


“Birth of a Nation” 
degree, 


to CinemaScope). 
the responsible producer and the responsible exhibitor 


“To greater and greater 


have worked with the church, the home and the educator to make 
the movie a developer, not a danger, in individual and community 


growth.” 


P naps local film history from the city’s 
opened in 1908, three years after the first nickelodeon in 
“Now challenged by 


Hall 
Pittsburgh, Dr. Whitton added, 
the motion picture industry, in 
pact upon our community 


of the tremendous, 


living and the national economy, 
rising with even greater vigor and vision. 
timeless and spaceless range of the per- 


; first house, Harmony 


radio and tv, 
all its tremendous and vital im- 
iS 
The inexpressible value 


manency of the film presentation must be preserved.” 
Mayor Whitton closed by wishing Movie Month (September) all 


success. 








With the official termination of + 


Coast IATSE Sets New | 
Seat Rate for Boothmen 


Ben Goetz’s contract as chairman 
and managing director of M-G-M’s 
British Studios in London, Loew’s 
has established a new operational 
setup for the British subsidiary. 
There will be no appointment, it’s 
understood, of a new overall man- 
aging director with duties similar 
to those previously held by Goetz. 
Operation of the studio at Herts, 
just outside of Lomdon, will be di- 
vided between an American and 
British staffer, depending on the 
production activity at the studio. 

When studio facilities are leased 
out to British and other produc- 
tion units, Matthew Raymond, a di- 
rector and chief fiscal officer of 
M-G-M British Studios, will be in 
charge and will also supervise the 
day-by-day operation of the studio. 
During the production of a Metro 
picture at the British studio, in- 
volving a unit from the U. S., Hen- 
ry Henigson, who is business man- 
ager on special assignments on the 
Coast, will go to England te over- 
See the operation. - 

According to Metro, Goetz ter- 
minated his contract to remain in 
the U. S. because of Mrs. Goetz’s 
health, An M-G executive for 20 
years, he began operations at the 
British Studios with the produc- 
tion of “A Yank at Oxford,” “Cita- 
del” and “Goodbye Mr. Chips,” and 
continued at the 
helm through 21 other films, the | 
last being “Quentin Durward” and | 
*“Bhowani Junction.” 

It's 
receive over $300,000 from the | 
Equits able Life Insurance Co. under | 

Oew's retirement and pension 


1)! , 
pla 


Minn. School Bd., Schary 
Tangle (Via Mail) Over 
Merits of ‘Jungle’ Pic 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 
Schary, Metro production 
is miffed at the 
%0l Board Assn, 
ack by it on 
ingle.” This became 
n two letters from 
were read at the association 
‘clors’ meeting here and re- 
ea to the press. The corre- 
ndence, including the copy of 
{ter from William Wettergren, 
ciation’s secretary-treasurer, to 
was placed on file. 

‘n his letters, Schary protested 
»t resolutions adopted against 
le’ by the association. He 
orousiv defended the picture 
Which aroused Schary 
to have a more 





Dore 
val 


known 
the M-G 


olut ion 
ed M-G 


and 
pany 


Suggested that the film 
“had failed in its respon- 
ty to the American public” by 
‘ucing the picture dealing with 

unmism in a big city public 

iry’s first 


charged the 


16 


letter 


‘“ontinued on page 


| has 


Loew's New Onerational Setup For 
Brit: Suusid With Goetz's Bowout 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

IATSE Local 150, Projectionists, 
adopted a new standard ot 
1,200 seats for classifying a film 
theatre as a one-or two-man booth 
operation. Union previously used 
the 1,000-seat figure to determine 
number of men in a booth. 

Local membership also 
voted, in another move at stand- 
| ardization, to permit 
to negotiate and conclude contracts 





administrative | 


understood that Goetz will | 


Minnesota | 
because of an | 
“Blackboard | 


Posi- | 
‘pproach to educational prob- 


with theatres seating under 1,200 
| without the new pacts having first 
\to be submitted to full member- 
| ship. 





Cinerama Sees 


No Competition 
Via ‘Oklahoma!’ 


Cinerama proponents, 
larly as represented by 
| Warner, tend to dismiss the possi- 
| bility of facing a potential com- 


particu- 





| petitor in the early fall ols, 


jof the Todd-AO process with 
| « ‘Oklahoma!” Cinerama, with the! 
advantage ‘of a three-year head 


MANKIEWICZ SEES 
TA TEAM AFFAIR 


By HY HOLLINGER 


In light of the clamor by Hol- 
lywood writers for more recogni- 
tion for their contributions toward 
a finished film, the views of Don 
Mankiewicz may be considered 
somewhat heretical. The 33-year- 
old author believes the Hollywood 
screenwriter gets just what he de- 
serves—nothing more or less. To 
Mankiewicz, film-making is a team 
project, involving equal efforts by 
writer, director, producer, actors 
and technicians. The writer for 





| kiewicz 


has | 


its officers | 


Stanley | 


any film, he feels, only provides 
the raw material—not the finished 
product. 

Son of the late Herman Man- 
and nephew of Joseph 
Mankiewicz, the newest member of 
the film-writing family recently 
completed his first full-fledged 
screen assignment, converting his 
own Harper Prize novel, “Trial,” 
to the screen for Metro. “The film 
writer,” he says, “is not unimport- 
ant, but his is net a 100° contri- 
bution. He’s one of a team. If 
| the finished product is a success, 
he gets his share of the credit.” 

Mankiewicz points out that the 
motion picture industry was many 
years old before it had scripts. If 
the Screen Writers Guild went out 
'on strike, he maintains that it 


would not affect production as ma- , 


terially as if the grips and juicers 
walked out. As another example, 
Mankiewicz notes that a publisher 


| always insures the life of an au- | 
thor who has received an advance 


for a book. “It would never occur 
to a motion picture studio to in- | 
| sure a writer,” he says. “They al- | 
Ways can get another writer 
' complete the job.” 


The Easier Way 


In comparing screen writing and 
novel writing as well as emphasiz- 
ing the efforts of others involved in 
the making of a motion picture, 
Mankiewicz cites a conversation he 
had with James Michener. Miche- 
ner,, he recalled, said it took him 


tion of a naval squadron prepar- 
ing to enter a battle. For the 
screenplay, all Michener had to 
; write was “long shot of naval 
squadron preparing for battle,” 
leaving the rest for the director 
and the technical crew. “That's 





why a screenwriter does not de- 
‘serve all the credit,” Mankiewicz 
notes. “It would be like asking a 


(Continued on page 22) 





FILM WRITER GETTING HIS DUE 








SIMPP’s Alltime High 
Mark With 40 Members 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Addition of three indie outfits 
now gives the Society of Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Prodoucers an 
alltime high roster of 40 member 
companies. Organization started 
in 1942 with seven founder mem- 
bers. 

Joining SIMPP in August were 
Hall Bartlett “Productions? Asso- 
ciates & Aldrich Co., Inc., and Eu- 





to | 


several weeks to write a descrip- | 


gene Franke’s Eastern Film Enter- 
| prices Ince. 

Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn., another 
starting to make a strong pitch for 
;jnew members. 


20th Hobbled By 
GE ‘Exclusive 


| 








General Electric deal with 20th- | 


Fox, under which the latter is 


| turning out a series of hour-length | 


| filmed tv shows to be shown over 
| CBS this fall, 
block for the studio’s other promo- 
tional activity on tv. 

In the absence of a specific and 
| detailed agreement, which remains 
tc be drawn up and signed, 
‘finds that GE is anxious to pre- 
|}serve its “exclusive” status and 
| doesn’t want the distrib to make 

any tv pitch on any other shows 
‘for fear of a conflict with its 
eventual tv activities for GE. 

As visualized. GE will get 
45 minutes of show, 
devoted to plugs and behind-the- 
scene reports on 20th filming ac- 
| tivity. Inevitably, this will involve 
the showing of film clips and the 
appearance of 20th stars. 

It’s now becoming apparent that 
GE has no intention of allowing 
20th to proceed as usual on tv 
sidestepping only the 
; scenes format. GE already has pro- | 

tested the airing of 20th film clips | 
|} on forthcoming attractions, and the | 
issue is expected to come 
| head when the GE show actually 
} _(Continued on 1 page 22) 





Trans-Lux Latest to Go Into Distrib 


| Start and longrun engagements in| 
15 domestic and six foreign the- 
'atres, clings to its statement of | wn a iona e easing ll 
| uniqueness. | 
pees to oe the fe apes Trans-Lux Corp., with a large;new outfit won't conflict, in that | 
widescreen competitors, a ¢ ‘Ke : i Pe : Bae Waneton flsiethilare snnaees ta! 
ecutive expressed it thus: “They're numbet of arties, seg latest ad Frees" Bi repr igh a. a 
in the picture business. We're in go into the distribytion biz. ‘snectalined lonses. 


the Cinerama business.” His state- 
ment, he said, meant to convey 
what he feels is the essential dif- 
ference between Cinerama = and 
the other processes. There fs a 
tendency among Cinerama follow- 
ers to view “Oklahoma!” as com- 
peting with Samuel Goldwyn's 
“Guys and Dolls” rather than with 
Cinerama. Both, it’s pointed out, 
/are being sold on the basis of be- 


|ing film versions of two of the 
best-known properties of recent 
(Continued on page 16 


Galvan 1 Quits Voice To 


Be Linskin Aide at Col 


Fernando F. Galvan has resigned 
as acting news editor of the Voice 
of America to become assistant to 
Lawrence Lipskin, ad-pub chief oi 
Columbia International 

Col thus is further accenting ac- 
tivity in the foreign film field, last 
week having brought in Jonas 
tosenfield as exec aide to Paul 
Lazarus, company's domestic ad- 
pub v.p. Rosenfield, as v.p. ol 
Italian Films Export, had acquired 
wide experience in the U. S. ma 
keting of Italo filins, 


~ | 


Outfit has formed Trans-Lux Dis- 
iributors Corp. as a national re- 
leasing outfit and will primarily 
handle foreign films. It already 
has several of the latter, 
“Stopover at Orly,” a French 
port; “Dance Little Lady” 
ish), ete. Trans-Lux reportedly 
has acquired the Italian “La Stra- 
da,’ ‘for which bidding has been 
heavy. 


im- 


Roth, currently a part- 
Munio Podhorzer in At- 
has been picked to 
head up Trans-Lux Distributors 
'Corp, which, according to Richard 
‘Brandt, Trans-Lux circuit topper, 
may also handle U. S. films and 
may not necessarily confine itself 
to the theatrical market 

Entry of Trans-Lux into the field 
emphasizes the sharp competition 
in the foreign film sweepst 


George 
ner with 
llantic Pictures, 


akes this 


fall, ‘with exhibs increasingly in- 
terested in doing their own dis- 
tributing 

It's pointed out that Har 
Brandt, operator of Brandt Thea 
ires circuit, is a prominent figure 
in Distributors Corp. of Amerca, 
which is interested in several for 
eign films It's indicated that the 
hacquisitions of DCA and Brandt’ 


including | 


(Brit- | 


| Apart from Brandt, Walter 
Reade also is buying foreign films. 
iIt’s understood that a deai 
been virtually wrapped up 
teade io distribute his second 
Guinness picture—‘The Lady 


has 


Alec 
Kill- 


ers’’—via the Reade-Frank Kassler 
outfit, Continental Distributing, 
which is also getting some other | 
British and French pix. Price be- 
ling paid by Reade for ‘‘The Lady 
Killers” reportedly is $320,000, the 
same he paid J. Arthur Rank for | 
the last pic, “To Paris With Love.’ 
While Reade-Kassler is distribut- 
ing, coin actually is being put up 
by a combo of exhibs 

Trans-Lux entry into distribution 
emphasizes a trend that’s become 
o®Vvious lor the past several 
months, i.e distribs controlling 
their own outlets In N y the 
Fine Arts, Little Carnegie, Baron- 
et Paris World—and now the 
Trans-Lux theatres—all are owned 
by men who are distribs as well as 
exhibs 

While Roth will head up Trans 
Lux distributing activities, whole 
outfit will be under the supervi 
sion of Richard Brandt, who had 
done most otf the planning for the 


1e\ org. 


Stereo Sound's US. 
WB Cutting Down Sharply on Prints 


* Future of stereophonic sound, 


indie org, is | 


On Tele Pluss 


is proving a road- |} 


20th | 


about | 
the rest to be| 


»|ing 
behind-the- | * 


to a! 


for | 


Future Clouded: 


at least in the U. S., appears to be 
dim for the moment, with at least 
one major distributor — Warner 
| Bros. — cutting down sharply on 
the availability of magnetic stereo- 
phonic CinemaScope prints. 


Mere fact that, out of 15,269 
U. S. and Canadian C’Scope instal- 
lations, only 3,605 have stereo 
sound is seen indicative of the 


failure to sell exhibition—and the 
public—on the virtues of the new 
sound. 





One large southern circuit, with 
stereo sound installations in most 
of its houses, reportedly has 


| dropped the idea and now is play- 

ing pix with optical prints only. 
It's pointed out that, in the first 

flush of CinemaScope, most of the 


theatres with stereo sound did 
manage to recoup most of their 
investment, so that a switch back 


to optical isn’t so serious. 

Exhibs generally aren't as down; 
beat on stereo sound as they are 
disappointed over the studios’ fail- 
ure to use it. “They made such a 
lot of noise about it, they sold us 
on the idea at the start,” was one 
comment. “Today, you can hardly 
find a picture that bothers with 
stereophonic sound recording, and 
there might as well be no fourth 
{track on the film.” The fourth 
track is the one servicing the “sur- 
round” horns in the theatre. 

There is a feeling that the re- 
lecse of “Oklahoma” in Todd-AO, 
With stereo sound an important 
| factor, and also the 20th-Fox 
‘ switch to 55m roadshows (starting 
with “Carousel” and “The King 
and I’), in which sound also will 
be emphasized, may turn the em- 
phasis back to stereophonic effects. 
| Meanwhile, the companies—and 
| particularly 20th—are “stuck” with 
(Continued on page 22) 











Gastonia Okays Film 
Showings on Sunday; 
Ask For Religiosos 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 6. 
The Gastonia City Council has 
'voted to permit that city’s six mov- 
picture theatres to open for 
on Sunday. However, 
ionly five will operate. It will be 
the first time in the memory of 
most Gastonians that films have 
been shown there on Sunday. 

Roughly, the Sunday schedule 
__ {will have main features beginning 
jat 2, 4 and 9 p. m. at the walk-in 
theatres and an 8:45 p. m. show at 
the city’s lone drive-in. The coun- 
cil amended the city’s “blue law” 
by allow the theatres to operate at 
| hours not to conflict with church 
hegeiggi These hours are 2 to 6 

m. and 8:45 p. m. until closing 
time. 
| In the motion to give Sunday 
|pix a six-month trial, the coun- 
cil requested that operators show 
las many religious films as possible 
}on Sunday and pix which are, in 
i ge neral, “clean and wholesome.” 
| The city’s uptown theatres which 
will operate are the Temple. Webb, 





business 


lLyric and Palace. The Carolina 
Iwill not be open. The manage- 
j;ment there said present plans are 


ito continue on a six-day basis. 


The Tower Drive-In’s doors were 
recently closed on Sunday night 
iwhen the area was taken inside 
the city. 

° 
Abe Blank Day in loway 
Des Moines, Sept. 6 

Gov. Leo Hoegh has proclaimed 
Sept. 15 as “A. H. Blank—Bonds 
for Israel Day” in Iowa. Blank is 
head of Tri-States and Central 
States theatre corporations He 
will be honored at a dinner on 
Sept. 15, at which time he | 
receive a plaque from Dr. Abrahan 
Biran, Israel's consul general in 
Los Angeles 

In addition to participation and 
leadership in many civic. enter- 
prises in the state, Blank is widely 
known in the midwest for his phi 
lanthropy in establishing the Blank 
Memorial children’s hospital in Des 


‘Moines, 
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vantage of the holiday weekend to 


r4 © 9 2G Ki 9 126 | rack up hefty grosses at downtown 
| spots while two holdovers are far- 
ASG, Shrike Strong >] ISS | ing okay. “Left Hand of God” is 


'rated smart at the maior spot, the 

Los Angeles, Sept. 6. + Orpheum. “Love Is Many Splen- 

Torrid heat wave is sending | 'dored Thing” is getting a fast play 
many to seek cooler spots and Broadway Grosses at the State. “Pete Kelly's Blues” 
is contributing to spotty appear- ‘is hearty in moveover , from Or- 














ance of firstruns currently. Holiday er pheum to the Omaha. ‘Mister 
eke , ‘ade in some de- ; . ‘rts’ is still great i 
hao — er i corre-| Estimated Total Gross TS bs se in its third 
prone Benga \ ot a year ago. Pa-| This Week <eee ae : 
ren apparently were buying air- | (Based on 20 theatres.) | Estimates for This Week 
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conditioning and not the film bills | Last Year ..........9i2d,200 gs Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-$1) — 
since weekend saw trade at a num- |} (Based on 22 theatres.) ‘Mister Roberts” (WB) (3d wk). 
ber of hardtops perk up. Hot |oao== — Smash $8,000. Last week, $8,500. 


nights naturally trimmed some} ' Omaha ‘Tristates) (2,000; 75-$1) | 





ozoner .biz. 6 ’ , Neat $i Kelly’s Blues” (WB) ped 
Of new bills, “Left Hand of God” Ca er 0 | Neat $8,000. Last week, “Cobweb 
is shaping strongest at good $48,- | \(M-G), $7,500 at 7 : 


70c-90c scale. 
000 in four houses. “McConnell ' Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; * 


Story” looms fancy $45,000 in 90)—"Left Hand of God” (20th). 
three situations. “Always Fair I S.: /Smart $11,000. Last week, “Pete 
Weather” is rated fair $20,000 in ey iKelly’s Blues” (WB), $17, 500 my 


two sites, : |8 days at $1 top. 
“The Shrike” is doing nicely Indianapolis, Sept. 6. State (Goldberg) (860; 70-90) — 


phen ee ee Biz is moderately good at e ‘st- | “Love Is Splendored Thing’ > «20th). 
a ~ *VETIN. 


newcomers are spotty “Kiss of; TUns here this stanza, with long Big $7,000. Last week, “Not As A 

cht is k . arm $12.000 in’ holiday weekend helping offset | Stranger” (UA) (4th wk), $3,500 at! 

Fire : looks ehh os smash attendance at Indiana State | 80-$1 scale. 

we Spore. oe . iFair. “Never Too Young” at In- | 
Estimates for This Week ‘diana is getting the most money, 


Downtown Paramount, Pantages, put “It’s Alwavs Fair Weather” at | 
Wiltern (ABPT-RKO-SW) ‘S1-| Loew's is standout at wickets. ef ain 
$1.50) — “McConnell Story” ‘(WB)) “Girl Rush” at Circle looms oke. 


and “Road to Denver” (Rep). Neat Estimates for This Week 
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5 ast wee ‘Mister Rob-| 

CWE) (6th wi, $26,300. | Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; | 
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Veather” (M-G) and “Finger Man” | Last week, “To Catch Thief” (Par) D 

(AA). Fair $20,000 Last week, in | (2d wk), nice $8,590. etroit, Sept. 
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UATC) (2,752; 1.536; 80-$1.25) —}| $13,000 for Martin-Lewis pic. Last | OMly three exceptions for Labor 

“Kiss of Fire” (U) and “Strangers” | ys eek, “Private War Major Ben- |Day. The ne weomer to show the 

(Indie). Mild $12,000. Last week,| son” (U), $10,000. most strength is “To Catch A 

Hillstreet with Vogue, “Lady ns | Keith’s (C-D) (1.300: 50-75)—)/ Thiet” smash at the Madison. It’s 

Tramp” (BV) (2d wk), $15,900; |“Big House, U.S.A.” (UA) and | Always Fair Weather” is Just fair- 

Egyptian, “We're No Angels” (Par)|“Lay Rifle Down” (UA). Fair|ish at United Artists. “Summer- 














(6th wk), $7,000. '$4.000. Last week, “Naked Ama- | time” is rated good if not big at 
Orpheum, Hollywood ‘(Metropol-| yon” (Indie) and “Betraved | the Adams. “Love Is Many Splen- 
itan-FWC) (2,213; 756; 80-$1.10)—| Women” (AA). $5,000. - | dored Thing” at the Fox and “Mis- 


“Naked Amazon’ (Indie) and “Man! [Loew's (Loew) (2.427: 50-80)— ‘ter Roberts” at the Michigan, both 
From Alamo” (U) (reissue). Slow | “always Fair Weather” (M-G) and | in third weeks, pace the strong | 








$10,000. Last week, in different! “Robber’s Roost” (U A). Trim | holdovers. 

units. $10,000. Last week, “Kentuckian” Estimates for This Week 
Warner Beverly (SW) (1.612; $1-\ (UA) and “Bullet for Joey” (UA). | Fox ‘Fox-Detroit) (5,000: $1- 

$1.75)—‘“‘Shrike”’ (U). Fine _ 000. ' $12,000 in 9 days. $1.25)—“Love Is Splendored 

ao eng yey As Stranger (UA) 'Thing’ (20th) and “Life in Bal- 

‘9th w ? /ance” (20th) (3d wk). Great $30,- 
Los Angeles, New Fox, U ntown, | ‘Thiet Wow 176, Leads /000 or near. Last week, $28,000. 

Leyela ‘FWC) 2,097; 965; 1 , 


Michigan ‘(United Detroit) (4.000: 
$1-$1.24)—"Mister Roberts” (WB) 


er | 
‘ )—** df 
Gia’ (aeth) and ee S| New Mpls. Films; ‘Foys’ 


cons, tiles ‘e“veptta atts Sock 126, ‘Blues’ 9G, 2d sian: S00" Ua week 


and “Good Die Young” (UA), Palms (UD) (2.961: $1-$1.25)— 


$23,200. Minneapolis, Sept. 6. “Pete Kelly's Blues” (WB) and | dored Thing” (20th) and “Bring 


Fox Ritz (FWC) (1.363: $1-$1.50) | Continued Minnesota State Fair “Robbers Roost” (UA) (4th wk). 
—Night of Hunter” (UA) (2d wk). | rea oe Day, — A Gog | Oke $16,000. Last week, $18,000. 
Good $7,500. Last week, $9,600, | Postion pulling more than 100.000) Madison (UD) (1.900: $1-$1.25)— | 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,106: 80-$1)—| st ,, xi yo final five days, iS|«t9 Catch Thief” (Par). — Swell | 
“Girl Rush” (Par) (2d wk). Mild | (ONE? ee ee for Loop first-| $596 000. Last week, “The Shrike” | 
$3,000. Last week, with Orpheum, | TVS, but the long Labor Day holi- | (U) (3d wk), $10,000. 


$8 800. | day offset this some. Anyway, ad- | : ae ne ; 

Iris) (FWC) (816: 80-$1.10)—| Verse factors don’t seem to bother | Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3.500; 
“Nicht Holds Terror” (Col) and| the holdovers which still outnum- | $1-$1.25) — “Wichita” (AA) es 
“Man From Colorado” ‘Col) ‘ree | Der newcomers, Two of fresh en-/| Finger Man” iia (2d wk). 


20) tries, “Seven Little Foys” and “To | $11,000. Last week, $18,000. 
Piet sab eae hata Catch a Thief,” are proving fast at} United Artists U A) (1,939; $1- 


‘ : b.o. It’s the eighth, seventh and | $1.25) — “Always Fair Weather” 
LADY’ LOF TY $17. 000, | Sixth weeks, respectively, for **Not | (M-G), Fairish $13,000. Last | 


| As Stranger,” “Cinerama Holiday” | week, “Virgin Queen” (20th) (2d | 


TORONTO; “THIEF” 19G.sr.Nier Ropers and gona wi, .00 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1-$1.25) 


(Continued on page 


Toronto, Sept. 6. and The Kentuckian, . —‘‘Summertime” (UA), Good $14.- 

On extra show Labor Day plus C Estimates for Phis Week -- | 000. Last week, “Interrupted Mel 
Influx of Canadian National Exhi- $9 entury | (S-W) (1,150; $1.795- | ody” (M-G) (4th wk), $7,800. 

bition visitors, major film houses 52.69 )-—"'C inerama Holiday indie) Music Hall ‘Cinerama Produc- 


are mainly doing big biz currently. “ith w kK). Helped by State Pair VIS- tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—“Cine- 
“Lady and Tramp’ is topping the Hors and two additional SHOWS | rama Holiday’ Undie) (30th wk). 
newcomers, but best showing is! #8#!n this week. Nearly every per- Strong $26,300, Last week, $31,- 
being made by “To Catch a Thief” ‘Continued on page 20) +000. 
in second stanza at Imperial. 

Estimates for This Week 


ofa e Toft Hand Bangup $2,000, K.C. Ace; 


Last week. “One Good Turn” 


chenntwn lend, scarpen Laramie Helty 136, ‘Thief’ 126, 2d ° 


955: 696: 694: 975: 40-75 —‘Bullet 
in Joe v’ (UA) and “Twist of Kansas City, Sept. 6. ‘tard of Oz’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
Pati \ \ Oka\ $1: 3.000. Last Strong newcomers are pi a d “Moontleet” (M-G), $4,500 in 5 
eek, ‘Chicago Syndicate ‘Col) against sturdy holdovers’§ along’! davs. 
ind Wyoming Renegades” (Col), theatre row currently. “Left Hand Missouri (RKO) (2.585: 75-$1) — 
$1 00 ~ ol God in four Fox Midwest Péte Kellv’s Blues WB) and 
; Eglinton, t niversity uy P ] 088: houses shapes standout. “Man from | “Tarzan’s Hidden Jungle’ (RKO) 
ba 8 £0 $1 We re No Angels Laramie at the Midland looms ‘2d wk). Nice $12.000. Holds over. 
Par) (3¢ k Neat $12,000. Last trong. “To Catch a Thiet” at Para- Paramount ‘United Par) (1,900: 
ek 949,000 mount and “Pete Kelly’s Blues” at , 75-$1) — “To Catch a Thief” (Par) 
. Fairlawn, Odeon Rani 1.165; the Missouri are both fancy in (2d wk). Socko $12,000. Stays on. 
oO, l n Fro La econd weeks, especially the form-; Last week, $17,000. 
; ee ; jag ataiary ag ee - — S _ a 
( ( yt ds | | 1 $15.000. | er. Neve) roo Young holds Roxy ‘Durwood) (879: 75-$1) = 
Last we $:23.000 {rong in third session at pss “Never To Young” (Pa 3d wk), 
Imperial FE P 373: 60-$]1 Welcome rain last week cooled off Brisk $5,000. Continues Last week, 
O Cal Lied P; ae aimosphere $7500. 
Torrid $19 | { er oe ares - Thic W bbs ‘ . = : 
el OOO La S ] Estimates for Phis W eek Power, 1 ptow n, Fairway, Gran- 
' Glen ‘(Dickinson 750: 85-$1) - ada ‘Fox Midwest) (2.100: 2.043: 
Loew s ‘Log <.090: T5-$1.20 seven Deadly § Sins” Indie) (2d 700; 1.217: 65-85)—“Left Hand ot 
1 - @*) strange! LA a \' Okay $1,700. Holds, Last God” (20th) with “Adventures of 
\ a n $: 00 L: eek, £27 000 eek, $2.000 Sadie” (20th) added at Tower and 
1€a > . "29 «1 = s 7 . = = . \’ "ad - 
<_< ae ] ae we 60-8] ae Dic Kinson) (504; 85-$1) — Granada, Wow $20.000 Last week, 
$17.000.9 —— 4 Lad Fine | ° nnocents in Paris Indie . Fat Love Splendored Thing” (20th) 
Ae ane B,, ek, “Pet $. 600 Stay Son, Last week Gate with “Life at Stake” (Indie) Tower 
Une ' <( x), 6.000 O at 1] Indie) ‘6th wk}, $800. and Granada, $20,000 in 8 days. 
a ae py : (45: GO-S) Midland Loew's) (3.500: 60-80) Vogue ‘Golden) (550: 75 $1) _ 
Te ry oh S v4 E, ¥ ; aM an from Lara nit *’ (Col) and. “Green = Sceart” Indie) 2d wk). 
M-G). $6500 I Oat -F ng Sinile \lons Col). Hearty Nice $1,600. Holds. Last week 
‘ + >15,000 o1 near, Last \ eek, ‘Wiz. ' $! 90Q, 
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McConnell’ Solid 126, Cincy; ‘Young’ 
Lively $17,000, Thief Tall 81,6, i 


Cincinnati, Sept. 
Holiday-passed weekend jis 4, 


Key City Grosses trade booster this frame at first. 


runs here. Two new bills, “You’ye 





: Sen ; Never Too Young,” smart at the 
Estimated Total Gross | big Albee, and “McConnell Story.” 
RED WW ons 8 44's $2,999,300 | shaping solid at the Palace. are 

(Based on 21 cities and 205 | mainstays in the improved box. 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- | office. Another newcomer, “Virgin 
cluding N. Y.) Queen,” appears very thin at 
Total Gross Same Week / Keith’s. “To Catch a Thief” is ye. 
Last Year .........$3,240,900 | warding the Grand with a sockg 

(Based on 20 cities and 203 moveever session. “Cinerama Holi. 
theatres.) day” still is smash in 11th round 


at the Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 


® 7 | Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1.10) — 
ove 0 0 .“You’re Never Too acer ol (Par) 
9 | Rousing $17,000. Last week, “Cc: teh 

a Thief” (Par) (2d wk), at 75-$1.2 


scale, $15,000. 
St.L.; Weather’ 19G “tps me, com, co 
*9 (1,376; $1.20-82 65) —- “Cinerama 


| Holiday” (Indie) (11th wk). Hotsy 

= St. Louis, Sept. 6. $31, 000 after last week's $30,000. 

Topper this frame is an ts | ,, Grand (RKO) (1,400; 75-$1.25)— 

Many Splendored Thing.” with | Catch Thief” (Par) (m.o.). Sock 

“Always Fair Weather” a close | 53,500 for third main line stanza, 

\Tunnerup newcomer. “Lady and) Last week, “Mister Roberts” (WB) 
Tramp” continues to attract | ‘™.0.) (2d wk), $8,000. ae 

swarms to the downtown Orpheum, | ,, Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 

“Cinerama Holiday” is still main- | “Virgin Queen” (20th), Skimming 

taining a socko gross level. Biz was "€@-black ink border at $6,000 








= 


'hypoed by cool temperature over | Prospect, poorest take here in 





St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,009: 
51-90)-—“Love Is a Many Splen- 


the weekend. many months. Last week, “How To 
mien — Be Popular” (20th) (2d wk), $7,800, 
Estimates for This Week | | Palace (RKO) (2,600: 75- “$1. el 

Ambassador (Indie) (1,400; $1.29- “MeConnell Story” (WB). Solid 
$2.40)—“Cinerama Holiday” (indie) $12,000. Last week, “Cobweb" 
| (29th wk). Sock $17,000. Last week, | (M-G), $11,000. ; 
| $17,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-80) — | ¢ 9 ° 
| ‘House of Bamboo” i and | Love Splendid $25,000 

“Lite In Balance” (20th). Opens ‘ . * 
today ‘(Tues.). Last week, ‘““McCon- ° 
nell Storv”’ (B) and “Eternal Sea” In D. C; Kentuckian Hep 
(Rep), solid $19,000. G, _ 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-85)— 19 Shrike Stout 86 
“Always Fair Weather” (M-G) and Washington, Sept. 6. 
“Top of World” (Col). Lusty $19.- The long Labor Day weekend, 
000. Last week, “Kentuckian” ‘U\) | whieh sent Washingtonians vaca- 
and “Chicago Syndicate” (Col) (2d | tioning by the thousands, slowed up 
wk), $11,000. , Mainstem picture business but not 

Orpheum (Loew) (1,400; 75-$1) | t00 much, “Love Is a Many Splen- 
—“Lady and Tramp” (BV) (3d wk). | dored Thing” leads the neweomers 
Swell $17,000 following $23,500 in | With a sock session at Palace. Tie 
second. Kentuckian” is also solid at the 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000: 99) | Columbia. “The Shrike” shapes 
—“Carmen Jones” (20th) ‘and | nice at Trans-Lux but “Girl Rush” 
“Man On Tightrope” (20th) (re-| is vated only fair. Third week of 
issues). Okay $2,000. Last week. | Catch a Thief” very handsome. 
“Marty” (UA) (4th wk), $2,500. | Estimates for This Week 

Richmond (St. L. Amus.) ‘400; Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 90- 
$1)—"Marty” (UA) (4th wk). Nice | $1.25)—“Mister Roberts” (WB) (7th 
$2,000. Last week, $2.500. Wk). Big $6,000. Last week, $6.500. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25)— 
“To Catch Thiet” (Par) (3d wk). 
Fine $21.000. Last week, $27,000. 
'Smile Along” (Col). Great $21,000. | Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 60-85)— 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; | “Kentuckian” (UA), Fancy $15.000. 

$1.10)—"‘The Virgin Queen” (20th), | Last week, “Came Beneath Sea” 

Good $3,500. Last week, “Inno- | ‘Col) and “Creature Atom Brain” 

cents in Paris” (Indie) (2d wk), | ‘CoD, $5,800 in second week. 

| $2,500. | Dupont (Lopert) (372; 75-$1.19) 
“Summertime” (UA) (2d wk), 





i LOVE? BRIGHT $14,000, Salk a atiae G00 opener 


P A “Girl Rush” (Par). Fair $8,000. Last 
BALTO: YOUNG 126 week, “Lady and Tramp” (BY) (8th 
’ wk), $7,000. 
Baltimore, Sept. 6. oe ee Bode (1.200: 90- 
Pleasing grosses prevailed over | >!-29)—‘Mister Roberts” (WB) eta 
‘Labor Day weekend but perfect | %). Big $11,000. Last week, 
‘resort weather is preventing any | $12.000. Os ae 
record totals. “The Kentuckian” is | ,,,Palace (Loew) (2,360; ie) 
nice at the Century. “Left Hand of | Love Is Splendored Thing (20th), 
God” looms healthy at the New, , 20¢kO $25,000 at regular prices. 
“Love Is Splendored Thing’ is | Last week, “Not As Stranger” (t i 
brisk at the Town. “You're Never | ‘Oth-final Wk), $12,000 at tiltec 


y ; 3” shapes ice a , | scale, 

al Young” shapes nice at the Playhouse (Lopert) (435: 75-$1.10) 
Esti a ae —‘‘Summertime” (UA) (2d) wk). 
ssSumates for This Week | Great $6,500 after $9.500 opene: 


_Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3.000: Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 70-$1) — 
~ | 25-65-95) —"Kentuckian” (UA). Tall | “Shrike” (U). Shapes smash $8,000 
$15,000. Last week, “One Desire” or over.. Last week. “Man From 


(U), $7,500. Laramie” (Col) (6th wk), $4,000 
Film Centre ore (960;, Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
50-$1)—""Summertime” (UA). Starts |—"Cinerama” (Indie) (95th wk’ 


tomorrow (Wed.), Fifth week of | Climbing to tall $22,000 with i? 
The Shrike” (U) was nice $3.500. | shows a week. Last week, $21.00". 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.100: | a Ee 


Pleasing $12,000. Last week, Pei ‘Blues’ Wow $17,000 In 
And Tramp” (BV) (8th wk). $5.500. 
Port.; ‘Weather’ Fair 76 


Keith’s (Fruchtman) (2.400: 35- 
$1—“Girl Rush” (Par). Slow $7.500 


despite personal by Rosalind Rus- | Portland, Ore., Sept. 6 
sell. Last week, “Came From Be-| Extreme heat here is sloughing 
neath Sea” (Col) and “Creature firstrun biz generally. Only ne\- 
Atom Brain” (Col), $11.500. comers apparently to combat tis 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-70)-——!downbeat is “Pete Kelly's Blue 
“Francis In Navy” (U). Fairish | which is smash at Or pheum. 
$4,000, Last week, “Last Command” | Male on Beach” is only fair at L1)- 
(Rep) (2d wk), $3.000. erty while “Love Is Splendored 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600: 25-) Thing” shapes fine in second row l 
$1.25) —“Left Hand of God” (20th). | at the Fox. 

Nice $13.000. Last Week, “Virgin Estimates for This Week 
Queen” (20th), $8,000. Broadwi ay (Parker) (1.890 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (320: 59-;, $1.25) — “Always Fair Weath 
$1)—‘We’re No Angels” Par). | (M-G) ‘and “Headline Hunte 
Fancy $6.000. Last Week, “Marty”: (Indie). Mild $7,000 or clo 
(UA) (llth wk), $2.200. , Last week, “Mister Roberts” (WP 

Stanley (WB) (3.200: 35-80-$1.25) | ‘Sth wk), $7,000. 

“Mister Roberts” (WB) ‘8th wk) Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-5! 
Boff $9,500 following $8.500 in “Love Is Splendored = Thi! 
seventh round, 1(20th) and “Life In Balance” ‘20 

Town fappaport) (1.400: 35-)'2d wk). Stout $8,000. Last w¢ 
$1.25)—" Love Is Splendored Thing”  $14.200. 
20th). Brisk $14.000. Last week.! Guild (Indie) (400; $1) Mi 
“Not As Stranger” (UA) (7th wk),, (UA) exclusive second run 


' $6,000, | . (Continued on page 2) 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE 


GROSSES 9 








Female -Patti Page Socko 736, Chi.: 
Thief’ Huge 42G, ‘Love’ Tall 406, 
‘Laramie Nifty 25G, ‘Kiss’ Hot 12G 


























Chicago, Sept. 6. + 
cindy City boxoffice turned out : | 
Windy City Oa bypeed by tour- Estimates Are Net | 
at coin and the long Labor Day Film gross estimates as re- 
nate oe ported herewith from the vari- 
“Pemale On Beach” should do a ous key cities, are net; ie., 
eocko $73.000 for first week at the without usual tax. Distrib- 
Chicago. with Patti Page topping utors share on net take, when 
vance, oe Cateh A Thief is playing percentage, hence the 
cnatching a huge $42,000 in first estimated figures are net in- 
f ame at United Artists. Love Is come. 
Splendored Thing” is getting a The parenthetic admission 
fal] $40,000 also opening week at prices, however, as indicated, 
the Oriental. include the U. S. amusement 
a From Laramie’ shapes tax. 
nif 5.000 in first round at the} 
sie Ba rs W hile “Kiss of Fire’’; 
and “Bring Smile Along” combo 6 9 e 
looks smash $12,000 in first week | e { all rm | 
at the Grand. | 
and of Pharaohs” and “Santa 
ot “Passage” twinner is hefty in | 
second Roosevelt stanza. “Court | 
Martin!” is big in second week at | Vi e 
the World. “One Desire” is nice in | 
second ¢ he Monroe. oar : ’ 
sae \Tist . Roberts” is holding | Louisville, Sept. 6. 
sturdy in third stanza at State-;_ Biz at downtown houses is mov- 
Lake. “Summertime” is. still hot | 18 at a fairly even pace this week. 
iy seventh frame at the Loop. | Cooler temperatures are a help, but | 
“Dhenix City Story’ continues | pix are not shaping too productive. | 
sirone in same frame at the | Shaping okay this week are “Lett | 
Woods. “Cinerama Holiday” is! Hand of God” at the Rialto and | 
acain pear sellout in 12th week at|“To Catch A Thief” at the Ken-| 
the Palace. ie. —. sd gee ae 
Dee ie — Summertime” at State opened | 
Estimates for This Week _.| slowly while h.o. of “Pete Kelly’s | 
Chicago (R&K) (3,900; 98-$1.50) | Blues” at the Mary Anderson is 
—‘Female Qn Beach” (U) with ‘healthy. 
Patti Page heading  stageshow. | ee e . —_— 
Great $73.000. Last week. “Never | ss ranraniapet wn =e Week 
Too Younc” (Par) (2d wk), with | Kentucky (Switow) (65-85)—"'To | 
Howard Miller topping vaude,/Catch A Thief” (Par). Looks un-| 
$6,000. | usually strong as single feature at 
Grand (Nomikos) (1,200: 98-$1)— | $7,000. Last week, ‘We're No An- 
“Kiss of Fire” (U) and “Bring | 8¢els” (Par) (2d wk), $6,500. 
Smile Along” (Col). Hot $12.000. Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
Last week, “Night Holds Terror” | 50-75)—‘‘Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB) 
(Col) and “Gun That Won West”, (2d wk). Okay $5,500 after first 
(Col) (2d wk), $4,500. i week’s $7,000. 
Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25) —- Rislte (Fourth Avenue) (3.000; | 
“Summertime” (UA) (7th wk). | 50-75)-—‘Left Hand of God” (20th). | 


Nifty $11,000. Last week, $12.500. | Good $12.000 or near. Last week. 


Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 80-$1.25) | “Love Is Splendored Thing” (20th) | 
— One Desire” (U) (2d wk). Nice $10,060. ‘ 
$7.000. ast week, $12,000. ' State (United Artists) (3,000; 50- | 
MeVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65- | 75)—“Summertime” (UA). Off to 
$1.25)——"Man From Laramie.” (Col) yather sluggish opening. Fair 
Swell $25.0. Last week, “Foxfire” | $9, 000 is in sight. Last week, 
(U', $13,000. “Kentuckian” (U A), $13,000. 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Love Is Spiendored Thing” 
(20th). Tall $40,000. 


‘How Be Popular” (20th) 2d wk ‘Thief’ Terrif $24, 000, 
i 2 00 
Frisco; ‘Weather’ Fair 


Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
15G, ‘Blues’ Big 276 


“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (12th 
San Francisco, Sept. 6. 





nish Big $51,000. Last week, $52.- 
tit) 
toosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-98)— 
"Li and ot Pharaohs” (WB) and | 
‘Santa Fe Passage” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Hots y $21,000. Last week, $26,000. 
State-I Lake (B&K) (2 400: 65-98) 
—" Mister Roberts” (WB) (3d wk). 
Smash $32,000. Last week, $34.000. 
Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 95) — ! 
“Great Adventure” (Indie) (5th | 
Wk’. Oke $3,000. Last week, $3,900. | 
U nited Artists (B&K) (1,700: 65- | 


| sion, with earthquake tremors and 
However, “Kelly’s Blues,” 
Catch Thief,” ‘‘Kentuckian” 
“Cinerama Holiday” loom 
isocko. “Private War of Private 
| Benson” also shapes good. 
Estimates for This Week 


trade. 
“To 
| and 





96'—'To Catch Thief” (Par). Wow | Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 80-| 
$42,000. Last week, “Not As/$l’— “Private War Major Benson” 
Stranger” (UA) (9th wk), $17,000. 1(U) and “High Society” (AA). 

Woods (Essaness) (1,206; 98-! Good $12,000. Last week, “Female 


$1.25)\—"Phenix City Story” (AA) | On Beach” (U) and “Double Jeop- 








(7th y Hk), Steady $16,500. Last | ardy” (Rep), $15,000. | 

ah aaa | Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— | 

M; vorid (Indie) (697; 98)—“Court ; “Love Is Splendored Thing” (20th) | 

$4,800. _ (King) (2d wk). Lusty: and “Life in Balance” (20th) (2d! 

‘090. Last week, $5,100. | wk). Fair $13,000. Last week, 
_ | $21,500. 


| Warfield (Loew) (2.656: 65-90)— 


‘McConnell’ Smash 156, 











i“Alwavs Fair Weather’ (M-Q). 
’ Fair $15,000. Last week, “King’s | 
Proy.: ‘Thief Lusty 126, Hoe ” (M-G), $10,000. | 
‘Foxfire’ H 9 000 Paramount x) (2 846; 90-91 = 
“Pete Kelly's yes x ) andj 
e appy $ | “Seminole Uprising” (Par). Great | 
With t) Providence, Sept. 6. Pas Last week, ‘We're No 
en ait the long weekend to draw Angels” (Par) and “Trouble in 
Ma jetie wands report hefty biz. | Store” (Indie) (2d wk), $10,000. | 
eC Phi pac king them in with “The St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) 
also is ell Story. “Catch Thiet” | —‘To Catch Thief” (Par). Terrific | 
time” Jon kat Strand. “Summer- | $24,000. Last week, “Mister Rob- | 
Albeo's on food at State, RKO | erts” (WB) (7th wk), $13,000. 
‘ Foxfire” is rated pleasing.| Orpheum (Cinerama Theatre | 
Pe Estimates for This Week Calif.) (1,458; i ee | 
ee (RKO) (2 , |rama Holiday” (Indie) (Sth wk) 
' bt ‘ire’ (U) and “abbuit ee Wow $37,700. Last week, $37,800. 
setio \leet Mummy” (U), Happy )|_ United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
BI "00. Last week, “Pete Kelly's | 70-$1) — “Kentuckian” (UA) and | 
Mos, WB) and “Seven Angry | “Bullet for Joey” (UA) Giant | 
Men (AA) (2d wk), $8,000. $18,000 or over. Last week, “Not 
. Maj lestic (Fay) (2. 200; 65-85)— | as Stranger” (UA) (9th wk), $7,300. | 
In potnell Story” (WB) and “Life! Stagedoor (A-R) (400; $1-$1.25) 
Bali ince” (20th). Sock $15 5,000 —‘‘Marty” (UA) and “Kind He arts, 
dara oe k, “Love Is Many Splen- | 'Coroneis” (reissue) (10th wk). Big} 
loved Thing” (20th), $17,600. 1$4.200. Last week, $4,000. 
tale (Loew) (3,2 2u0; 50-75)— | Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1)— 
( vertime” (UA) and “Scarlet | “Flamenco” (Indie) (4th wk). Big | 
ao ‘M-G). Strong $12,000. Last | 2.800. Last week, $3,100.° 
oe ‘ian’ From Laramie” (Col),| Clay (Rosener) — (400; $1)—| 
” i“Green Scarf’ (Indie) (3d_ wk 
rand (Silverman) (2 200; 50-75) Tall $2600. Last week, $2,900. 
’ Catch hae 3 (Par). Smash! Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (377; $1) | 
' over, Last week, “Girl |—"Wages ol Fear” (Undie) (3d wk). 
‘a, $5,000, {Okay $3,200. Last week, $5,500. 








Biz is a bit uneven here this ses- | 


hot weather not calculated to help} —\ 
| Fine $9,000. 


|—‘Bells St. 


| Big 


| **Road To Denver 


‘Kentuckian’ Huge 16G, 
Seattle; ‘Thief’ 10G, 2d 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 
five sock weeks at Music 
Hall, “Mister Roberis” still is big 
on moveover to Blue Mouse for 
continued run. “Marty” shapes very 
stout at Music Box. Music Hall's 

“McConnell Story” is rated good. 
Standout newcomer. however, is 
| “The Kentuckian” which is terrific 
| at Coliseum. Paramount is holding 
| “‘Catch a Thief’’ following a great 
opener. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90- 
$1.25)—“Mister Roberts” (WB) (m. 


After 


0.). Great $6,000 in 6th downtown 
week, Last week, ‘Pearl South 
Pacific” (RKO; and “Sakambo”’ 


(RKO), $3,100. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.870: $1- 


$1.25)—“Kentuckian” (UA) and 
“Break To Freedom” (UA). Huge 
$16,000. Last week. “Man From 
Laramie” (Col) and “Red Monkey" 


(Col) (3d wk), $8,600. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500: 
$1-$1.25)—*‘Love Is Splendored 
Thing” (20th) and “Life in Bal- 
ance” (20th) (2d wk). Fine $9,000 
-_ week, $9,800. 
usic Box (Hamrick) 
| $1. 5) —‘‘Martyv” (UA). 
or over. Last week. “Not As 
Stranger’ (UA) (9th wk), $3,800. 
Music Wall (Hamrick) (2.300: 
| $1. 25)-—"" McConnell Story” 
and toad to Denver” 
| Good $9,000. Last week. 
| Roberts” (WB) (5th wk). 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 
25 -——“Private War Major 
son” (U) and “Glass Tomb” 
Fairish $7.000. Last week, 
Blues” (WB: and “Dam 
(WB) (3d wk), $6,600. 
Par amount (Evergreen) 


(850; 90- 
Big $6,000 


(WB) 
(Indie). 
“Mister 
$8.300. 

90- 
Ben- 
(Indie). 
“Kelly's 
Busters” 


(3.0393 


$1-$1.25)—“‘Catch a Thief’ (Par) 
| (2d wk), Solid $10,000. Last week 
| $13,200. 





To Hell’ Mighty 
0G Tons Phily 


Philadelphia, Sept. 


Long holiday weekend siek 


“crowds drawn here by big airshow 


visng with rew product and uncer- | 
tain weather is combining to launch | 
new season*here in smash fashion. 
“To Hell and Back” is standout 


, with such a mighty figure that it 
of toppling the oid) 


seems sure 
house mark at the Mastbaum. Pic 
hit alltime high for first four days. 
“Pete Kelly's Blues” also is 
smash at Goldman while “Night 
of Hunter” is rated big at Midtown. 
‘McConnell Story” shapes trim at 
Randolph. *‘To Catch Thief’ con- 
tinues fancy in fifth round at 
Trans-Lux. ‘‘Love Is Many Splen- 
dored Thing” is heading for a 
smash take in third Fox round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Areadia (SW) (625; 
“We're No Angels” (Par) (7th wk). 
Last week, $7,500. 
(1 430° 61.2 
"s (Indie) 


Boyd (SW) 
“Cinerama Holiday 
wk). Great $17,000 with 
weekend shows. Last 
$14,700. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 99-$1.49)— 
“Love Is Splendored Thing” (20th) 
(3d wk). 
$22,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) 
$1.30)—"Pete Kelly’s Blues 


(29th 


week, 


(1,200; 65- 
” (WB). 


Terrific $34,000. Last week, “Fe. | 
male on Beach” (U?) (2d wk), 
$13,000. 


Green Hill (Serena) ( 
Trinian’s” (AA). Neat 
Last week, “Green Scarf” 
$3,200. 


$3,500. 
(25th wk), 


MaStbaum (SW) (4,370; 999-$1.49) | 
Head- | — 
ing for huge $55,000, alltime high | 


— "To Hell and Back” (VU). 
“Mister 
$12,500. 
200; 65- 
* (UA). 
“King’s | 


for house. Last week, 
Roberts” (WB) (7th wk), 
Midtown (Goldman) (1, 
$1.49)—"‘“Night of Hunter 
$17,000. Last week, 
Thief” (M-G), $8,500. 
Randolph (Goldman) 
$1.49.—"McCornell Story” (WB). 
Trim $18,000. Last week, “Sum- 
mertime” (UA) (4th wk), $9,500. 
Stanley (SW) (2,900; 
“Phenix City Story” (AA). Fair | 
$13,000. Last week, “Girl Rush” 
(Par) (2d wk), $11,000. 
Stanten (SW) (1,483; 
(Rep) and 
Okay $8,500. 
Coat” (M-G 


(2.500; 75-| 


ad 


ble Jeopardy’ ’ (Rep). 
Last week, “Scarlet 
and “Tarzan’s Hidden 
(RKO), $7,000. 


Studio (Goldberg) (400; 90-$1.49 
—‘Marty” (UA 12th wk). Tidy 
$5,000, Last week, $4,400. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 80-$1.80 

“To Catch Thief” (Par) (5th wk). 
Fine $12,500. Last week, $13,000. 

Viking (Sley! (1,000; 74-$1.80'— 

“Not As Stranger” (UA) (10th wk). 

| Okay $8,500. Last week, $9,500. 

Trans-Lux World ‘(T-L) (604; 99-}| 
$1.50—‘Lady and Tramp” (BV 
10th wk). Stout $8,300. Last week 


1 $7,200. 


90- | 


99-$1.40)— | 


5-$2.60)— 
SRO for | 


Smash $23,000. Last week, | — 


750; 65-99) | 


74-$1. =. ree 


65-99 )/— | 
“Dou- | 


Jungle” | — 


B way Booms Over 





Ideal fheatre weather, with a 
_ Strong array of product, is spelling 
ja bullish Labor Day week for 
Broadway film theatres. Trade \ 
running almost even with last 
year, some 20 firstrun’ theatres 
showing a total gross of $711,000 
{for the week as compared with 
$723,200 for 22 houses in corre- 


sponding period of 1954. 
Outstanding newcomer is ‘‘Phe- 
;nix City Story.” which is heading 
‘for a terrific $64,000 or near at 
ithe State. “Man From Waramie” 
| also is smash with $63,000 or close 
| opening week at the Capitol. This 


;}is rated unusually- big in view of 
how westerns have been neglected 
on Broadway in recent months 


likewise 
$40.000 on 


“The Kentuckian” 
shapes great at around 


| initial session at the Mayfair. “One! 
| Desire” with vaudeville is headed 
for socko $36,000 opening round 
lat the Palace. 

| “Mister Roberts” with = Sstage- 
show continues as ace coin-getter, 
|}soaring to a smash $154,000 or 
|over in current (8th) week at the 
| Radio City Musie Hall. It stays a 
ninth stanza. Second frame. of 
“Never Too Young” looms lofty 


with $28.000 in second week at the 
Criterion. 

“Love Is Many Splendored Thing 
lis pushing up to smash $75,000 or 


” 


’! thereabouts in third session at the 





| Roxy. Third round of ‘Ulysses’ 
still is very big at $25,000 at the! 
| Globe. 

“To Catch Thief’ is holding 
staunchly with a great $60.000 in| 
fifth stanza at the Paramount, 
;same as last week. It continues 
on “Pete Kelly’s Blues” is head- | 


ing for a sturdy $18,000 in current | 
| (3d) week at the Victoria. 
“Summertime” is edging up to a 
| aoe $24,500 for its 11th 
total at the Astor, and stays 
luntil late this month. “Cinerama 
| Holiday” continued in 
ion with $48.500 for 
|ended last Saturday at the 
ner. Current (31st) week should 
| show an even larger total since 
/covering a mnear-capacity Sunday 


session 
Woer- 


30th 


| and Labor Day plus an extra show 


Monday (5). 

“Sheep Has Five Legs" amazed 
its most enthusiastic boosters by 
climbing to a wow $16,400 in 
fourth round at the Fine Arts. 
This tops any previous Labor Dav 
week by a healthy margin. “Marty’ 
also continued to show its stamina 
by vushing to a sockeroo $13,600 
in 21st round at the Sutton. 

Estimetes for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$1.75) 
-—‘Summertime” (UA) (12th wk). 
The 11th round ended last night 
|(Tues.) perked to great $24,500 
| after $20,500 for 
tinues on. 
| Little Carnegie (L. 
(550: $1.25-$2.20)—“‘I Am Camera’ 
\(DCA) (5th wk). Fourth’ stanza 
|completed Sunday (4) was rousing 
'$14,100 after $15 5,200 in third week. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 85-$2.20) 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) 
| Wk). Climbed 
| first week ended last night (Tues.) 
In ahead, “Not As Stranger” (UA) | 
(9th wk), $19,000. 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 
“Never Too Young” (Par) (2d 
wk). First holdover round ending 
|today (Wed.) is heading for great | 
$28,000 or over after $34,500 
ey week. Stays on. 





| 


“Sheep Has Five Legs’ (Indie) 
(5th wk). Fourth session ended 
i Monday (5) pushed up to wham 


| $16, 400, taking in sensational Labor 
| Day weekend. Third week was 
$15,300, a record for a third round | 
here. Fourth session topped all} 
| previous Labor Day weeks and was 
a record fourth week here. 
| Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 
|~—-Ulysses” (Par) (4th wk). Third 
| frame concluded last night (Tues.) | 
was still very big $25,000 after | 
| $3 2.000 in second week. 
Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.7 
| «gate of Hell” (indie) (39th 
The 38th week ended Monday (5) 
held at big $8,000 same as 37th 
|stanza. Continues. 
| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79-$1.80) 
“The Kentuckian” (UA), First 
|round winding up today 
looks to hit great $40,000 
natch! In ahead, ‘‘Land of 
}aohs” (WB) (6th wk), $11,000 
Normandie Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80 “Divided Heart” (Rep) ‘6th 
{wk Fifth stanza finished last 
inight (Tues.) was okay $4,000 after 
$3.800 in fourth week. Stays on 
another week or two. 
Palace (REO! 1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
‘One Des: L and vaudeville 
Week et Ped gs tomorrow (Thurs.) 1s 
for smash $386,000, Last 


i— 


-Halt 


ds c 


| for 


jheadu o 


week | 
on } 


great fash- | 


10th week. Con- | 


Carnegie) | 


| 
‘| Hub; McConnell’ Brisk 
| 


(2d | 
to socko $63,000 in | 


: flux from 


75-$2.20) | 


Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) | 


| 
wki. 


(Wed a 


Phar- a i 


Holidays; ‘Phenix’ 


Terrif 646, ‘Laramie’ Lofty $63,000, 
Kentuckian Hot 406, ‘Love’ 756, 3d 


week, ‘Female Beach” (U) 

(2d \ k), with new vaude, $31,000. 

| Paramount | \BC-Par) (3,664; $1- 
| 
| 


on 


1$2)\—“‘To Catch Thief”. (Par) (5th 
wk). Current frame ending today 
(Wed.) looks to reach sock $60,000 
Holds, with 
(WB) due in next. 

(568; 90- 


same as fourth week. 
“Blood Alley” 
Paris (Pathe Cinema) 
$1.80\—“‘Man Who Loved Red- 
heads” (UA) (7th wk). Sixth round 
ended Sunday (4) was solid $6,500 
after $7,800 in fifth week. “Othello” 
(UA) opens Sept. 12. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefe!- 
lers) (6.200; 95-$2.75) “Mister 
Koberts” (WB) and stageshow (8th 
wk. Current session ending today 
(Wed.) is headed for smash $154.- 
000, aided by Labor Day weekend, 
an improvement over the $143,000 
registered in seventh week. Holds. 
“IUs Alwavs Fair Weather” (M-G) 
is set to open next week. “Roberts” 
is now heading for alltime money 
record here. | 
Plaza (Brecker) (556; $1.50-$1.80) 
“Private War Major Benson” (U) | 
(6th wk). Fifth round ended Mon- 
day (5) was nice $7,000 after $8,000 | 
in fourth 
Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
“Love Is Many Splendored Thing” 
(20th) (3d wk). Present round wind- 
ing today (Wed.) is heading for 
socko $75,000 or close after $70,- 
| 000 in second week. Holds again. 
| State (Loew’s) (3.450: 78-$1.75 
“Phenix City Story” (AA). Soaring 
ito wow $64.000 or thereabouts in 
| initial stanza finishing tomorrow 
| (Thurs. ). Holding, of course, In 
ahead, “Cobweb” (M-G) (4th wk). 
$12,060, being aided by preview of 








| * Story” on Thursday (1). 
| Suiten (R&B) (561; $1-$1.80)— 
“Martv” (UA) (22d wk). The 2\st 


| session winding up Sunday (4) was 
sock $13,600 after $12,000 in 20th 
week, Continues in. 
Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
| $1-$1.50'\—“Court Martial” (King) 
(6th wk). Fifth round ended Sun- 
| day (4) was sockeroo $5,000 same 
| as fourth week. Stays on. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
$1.75)—‘‘Pete Kelly’s Blues” (Wi) 
(3d wk). Current session ending to- 
day (Wed.) is heading for sturdy 
$18,000 after $22,000 in second 
week. Holds again. 
Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1.600; 
$1.20-$3.30)—“‘Cinerama Holiday” 
(Indie) (31st wk). The 30th stanza 
completed Saturday (3) was great 
$48,500, with holiday influence felt 
somewhat on Saturday. The 29th 
week was $48,600. Holds’ indef. 
Current (31st) week looks to pick 
{up some since both Sunday (4) and 








| Labor Day were virtually capacity 
land an extra show was added 
| Labor Day. 

| 

‘ 


‘Holiday’ Smash $30,000, 
206, Lancaster Big 276 


Boston, Sept. 6. 

Picture biz is booming here this 
frame with holiday prices and in- 
out-of-town. Extension 
school opening for two weeks 
| because of polio epidemic is seen 
; as boost to biz. “‘Cinerama Holiday’ 
|}is Jeading the town with a smash 
| total. Two newcomers, “Kentuck- 
|ian” in two spots and “McConnell 
baal dal in two others, shape solid 
“You're Never Too Young” at Met 
is nice. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“To Catch Thief” (Par) (2d wk). 

| Hotsy $20,000. Last week, $26,- 
| 000. 
Beacon 
| 74-90-$1.25 
'die) (6th rary 
| week, $6,200. 
| Cinerama 
itions) (1,354; 
rama Holiday” 
Sockeroo $30,000 
1000 in 5 days. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 
‘Dam Busters’ (WB) (2d wk). 
$9,000. Last week, $9,500. 
Fenway (NETA) (1,373 60-$1)— 
“McConnell Story” (WB) and “Dou- 


| of 


ane (Beacon Hill) (678; 
—‘Game of Love” (In- 
Fine $6,000. Last 


(Cinerama Produc- 
$1.25-$2.85)—“‘Cine- 
(Indie) (2d wk). 

Last week, $26,- 


60-$1)— 
Hot 


ble Jeopardy” (Col). Neat $7,000 | 
Last week, “Pete Kelly’s Blues” 
WB 1 wk', $5,000 
Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25 
‘Marty’ UA 5th wk Sock 
$13.000. Tvast week, $14,000. 
Memorial! -(RKO) (3.000; 60-75- 
$1)\—“‘Love Is Splendored Thing” 
(20th) and “Life in Balance” (20th) 
(8d wk). Smash $18,000. Holding 
a fourth Last week, $19 500. ; 
Metropolitan (NET) ‘4 357 75-90- 
$1.25 “Never Too Young Pal 
and “Adventures of Sadie” (20t . 
(Continued on page 20) 





Wednesday, September 7, 1955 
Serer ae 


Kirk Douglas 
and Silvana Mangano 
give big star value to 


ULYSSES 


which is breaking 
la record after record 
vs at the 


GLOBE 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
The boxoffice is 
living it up again with ) 
7 Martin and Lewis in os 
YOU’RE NEVERE 
TOO YOUNG ff 


which is drawing SRO 
crowds now at the 


CRITERION 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
AND VISTAVISION 


And Paramount Will Continue t#&« 


THE GIRL RUSH . LUCY GALLANT a. 


ad IN TECHNICOLOR AND VISTAVISION d IN TECHNICOLOR AND VISTAVISION 
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Cary Grant 
and Grace Kelly 
are flaming in 
Alfred Hitchcock’s 


TO CATCH — 
A THIEF 


| doing sensational business all 
over the country and at the 


PARAMOUNT 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
AND VISTAVISION 


Bob Hope’s 
8-weeks-on-Broadway 
hit 
THE SEVEN 
LITTLE FOYS 


is packing ’em in all 
over New York on the . 


LOEW CIRCUIT 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
AND VISTAVISION 





e t#©ep The Boxoffice Bright With 
FRED HiTcHcock's THE TROUBLE WITH HARRY 


‘ IN TECHNICOLOR AND VISTAVISION 
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INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


= 


‘VARIETY‘S’ LONDON OFFICE 


8 St Martin’ 


s Place, Trafalgar Square 





dinburgh Festival Winding to Close 
On Even Keel: Lack of Gaiety Stressed 


Edinburgh, Sept. 6. 


Opening here last night (5) of 
the Azuma Kabuki Dancers & Mu- 
sicians, from Tokyo, and of French 


+ 


actress Edwige Feuillere from | 
Paris, marks the highlight of the 
third and last week in the ninth ' 


International Festival. 
Already, a post-mortem is being 
held on the annual arts junkei, 


with general viewpoint that cho‘ce 


of plays, ete., has been too much 
centered on the gloom angle. A 
note of gaiety will be sought next 
August. 


Gloom angle is noted in such 
plays as “Julius Caesar,” “The 
Conspirators,” “Life in the Sun, 


“Act of Madness,” “Hedda Gabler” 
and the French group in “‘La Dame 
aux Camelias.” Even the Film Fes- 
tival, running concurrently, {tea- 
tures pix about Hitler and Iiro- 
shima and murder. 

Major ballet event 
formance of “Romeo and Juliet” 
by the Royal Danish Ballet at the 
Empire Theatre, attended by 
Prince Georg and Princess Anne 
of Denmark, with other rovalty. 
It was first time this new full-length 
ballet bas been seen outside 0! 
Denmark, where it was warm}) 
preemed in May. Festival reaction 
here was similarly good. 

A setback has 
struck at unofficial “fringe” events 
in the Festival by news that the 
Oxford Theatre Group has 


was a per- 


serious 


ises in the ancient Riddle’s Court. 
When the Festival winds 
day (10), there will have been per- 
formances by eight orchs, sevon 
choirs, the Sadler's Wells Ballet. 
six chamber orchs, five dramatic 
companies, the Glyndebourne 
Opera, and more than soloists, 
with $390.000 worth of tickets sold. 
“Julius Caesar,” at the Lyceum 
Theatre, has been fairiy well re- 
ceived in Michael Benthall’s pro- 
cuction, with the Old Vi¢ 
doing a competent job. Wendy Iil- 
‘er’s Portia has been singled 
plus the Mark Anthony of John 
eville 
The Festival, as a whole, has been 
undistinguished by any marked 
controversy, although the crix still 
disagree on many productions. 
sence of a toprate modern play is 
one talking point. 
Already, the imeoming 
director, Robert Ponsonby, 


27 


Festival 
is turn- 


ing his eves to the 1956 junket. A 
leading Continental opera com- 
pany, as vet unnamed, will replace 
Glyndebourne Opera, which will 
return in 1957. Carl Ebert, chie‘ 
producer and artistic director otf 
the Glyndebourne group, has 
planed to Berlin to ready the 
fourth Berlin Festival. 


Advance Bookings For 
‘Lola’ Put Producers 
On Snot as Costs Sear 


Frankfurt, Aug. 30. 

Interesting controversy is raging 
now in West Germany over the ad- 
vance blind bookings on the Union 
film, ‘“‘Lola Montez,” starring Mar- 
tine Carol, Anton Walbrook, 
Ustinov as well as the ultimate 
outcome since it may set a precec- 
dent for other pix involving ad- 
vance bhookings. 

A 


1¢ 





Franco-German coproduction, 
pic will probably stack up 
le costliest CinemaScoper ever 
in Germany, with some fig- 
on the just-finished produc- 
set at about $1,500,000. Un- 
official estimates show the 
figure to be much higher, or 
$2,000,000, 

When 
originally 
uled to be only 
film instead of 
hbookin: 
wert et at. the 
for the usual color 

Now that it has 
in C’Scope at a much 
Ing to break the 
exiibs 
ev film 
that lings 


Malket 1S 


(| as 
t] 

shot 
U’eCs 
tion 


film were 
up, it was sched- 
a normal color 
C’Scoper, And the 
With exhibitors 
customary price 
film, 


bee n 


plans for the 


drawn 


biind 


S 


completed 
bud: 


n ye 


hig 
Nave 


Ne} 


ihe proanucers hex 


old contracts with 
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been | 


been | 
refused the renewal of let of prem- | 
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‘include 
State Opera. 
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[ron Curtain Tinge To 
Next Edinburgh Fest? 


Edinburgh, Aug. 


Will the Edinburgh pixie 
Festival have an Iron Curtain) 
fiavor next summer? | 

That’s the question being asked | 
here as the new artistic director, | 

readies his plans 
junket, which will 

by the Hamburg 


1956 
a visit 


the 


for 


On a recent trek to the Conti- 
nent, Ponsonby was impressed by 
the talent of Russian soloists in the 
instrumental field in Tron Curtain 
ands. In Prague he heard the | 
zech Philharmonie Orch and the 
1 eninerad Orch, and declared them | 
“wonderful.” 

“T don’t care about politics, and | 
{lie artists I met were most certain- | 
ly not interested in politics,” says 
Pensonby. 

The Hamburg State Opera, due 
here next August, first visited the 
Edinburgh Festival in 1952. 


More Film Product For 
Buenos Aires But Stray | 
Bullets Bop Business. 


‘ ' 
31. 
more | 
since 
here 

certifi- 





Buenos Aires, 
Boxoffice product is 
mMontiful in Bueros Aires 
the American’ distributors 
were issued four release 


Aug. 


i cates each by the new Press Secre- 


| film-theatre 


out, | 


i hrilets and patronize the neichbor- 


Ab- | 


Peter | 


tense 


tarv, Leon Bouche, but the 
nolitical situation and occasional | 
shooting frays in the heert of the | 
area make for some- 
thing of a slump at firstruns. A 
corresponding sock boxoffice tone 
hes been noticed in neighhorhood | 
and suburban situations. thus re- 
versing the conditions which pre- 
vailed just before the revolt of | 
June 16. Evidently, film patrons | 
still want entertainment, but! 
think safest to avoid the stray | 


it 
hood or suburban houses close to| 
their homes. j 
Yistributors and exhibitors are | 
hiehly vleased with the new satura- | 
tion release system, wherebv after | 
a couvle of firstrun weeks, the im- 
nortant material is snlash-released | 
in one of three neighhorhood lists. | 
Some readjustment of the theatres 
included in each list is still neces- 
arv. and a few independent cen- | 
tratly located houses are claiming 
they should be firstruns In the 
long run, however, the system is 
tisfeetory to evervbodv, 


cm 


3oxoffice champion so far this year 
is now “Lili” (M-G), which wrested 
the palm from “Bread, Love and; 
Fantesv” Utalsud), by merking up| 
‘270 9°O for 17 weeks in fivstrun nt 


the 1969-seat Ideal (Lococo circuit), 
where it still continues. Blanket 
release in the suburbs this week 
should bring another $50.000 or so. 
“Bread” ran 32 weeks with a total. 
firstrun gross of $336,168. 

“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par) | 
is now in third spot, with a 
of $211.651 in nine weeks, and re- 
turns vet to come in on the neigh- 


2Toss | 


‘ borhood situations. 


true | 
about | 


Paramount’s “Sabrina” had the | 
touch luck of hitting release the | 
same date as the Naval Revolt. of 
June 1, and the subsequent slump 
in theatre attendance was a diffi- 
cult thing to crack. Nevertheless. 
in spite of this unusual type of op- 
nosition, “Sabrina” ran six weeks 
firstrun in three houses, with an 
aggregate capacity of 6.886 seats, 
and grossed around $90,000. 


Sov ‘et Director Wins 
Honor at Scot Pie Fest 


Edinburgh, Sept. 6. 
Mark Donskoi, Soviet film- 
noker, was given the Richard Win- | 
neton Award for director whase 
film is reckoned “of highest social] 
rd ertistie  inteerity Award 
made at the Film Festival here. is ! 
for his three films known as the 
Meoxim Corki trilogy. It was. in- 
tiated this vear to perpetuate the 


mh standards set 


Winnington. 


in film criticism 


Le) 
Milm qualifying for award i 
No-en DV a Commiltee represent 
eC Various arts Award j n 
Hie naent of the Edinburch Fes 
Dut presented at it, 


_ consistent 


| scoreboard 
| Republic film which Gloria 
| leasing 


{man 
' William Dieterle, 


|} Man 


| theless, 
iin 


' modern 


{man 


|} and around the world. 


i “Song of Love,” 
| the 


i Which the U. 


Fan Dancer Talks a Walk 


London, Sept. 6. 

Franees Grayson, aé_ fan 
dancer in “Bedtime Beauties” 
at the Camberwell Palace, 
London, walked out of the 
show after the second perform- 
ance opening night (29) be- 
cause she objected to being 
spotlighted while doing her act. 
The stage was darkened for the 
first house, but as customers 


complained, the=spots were 
turned on tor the second show. 
After saying “It’s bad 


enough dancing about with no 
clothes, without having a spot- 
light on you,” she added, “No 
more, I’m leaving.” She was, 
however, back in the cast the 
next night. 








Yank Musicals 


Flop on German 


Cinema Screens 


| firstruns in the key German cities. 


Frankfurt, Aug. 30. 

U.S. musicals concerning world- 
renowned classical composers, 
though hits in America, are rather 
floppos in Germany. 
on the non-success, Reich 
is “Magic Fire,” the 
is re- 
life of 


Latest 


here. Based on the 
Richard Wagner and starring 
Yvonne DeCarlo as his wife, this 
pic supposedly had several plus- 
values calculated to drag in Ger- 
patrons. It was directed by 
who was born in 
was filmed in 
German locale. 


and _ it 
a popular 


Germany 
Munich, 


Hypoed by a suggestive German ! 


title “Frauen um Richard Wagner” 
(Women Around Richard Wagner), 
the film is proving a dud here. It 
| was cited as “valuable” by the Ger- 
Film C lassification Board, 
which means that it is eligible for 


ja reduction in the amusement tax in 


some of the German states. Never- 
crix have been most ha 
criticizing it. And some exhibs, 
‘in violation of contracts, have been 
| attempting to speed it up by doing | 
their own cutting. 

Interesting sidelight is that dur- 
ing the production in Germany, 
Rep gave a gift to the Society of 
Friends of Bayreuth, the German 
organization which underwrites the | 


i two grandsons of Richard Wagner, 


their | 
ot | 


and Wolfgang, in 
styled presentation 
Richard’s operas at the 
Bayreuth Festspiele, the 
festival in Germany. 
Since the film has 
however, the Wagner brothers gave 
out an interview which has 
peared to date only in East Ger- 
(Russian controlled) news- 
| papers, claiming that they have no 
‘connection with the film and are 
unhappy over its presentation 
their grandsire. Although the East 
German papers played the story 
heavily, it has not been printed 
in the West. 
Other B.O. 
Another longhair musical to 
drag in the Reich is Columbia’s 
“Song to Remember,” about Chop- 
in, which did sock biz in the U. S. 


Wieland 


oldest 


come out, 


Flops 


business at all 
wise, 


in Germany. Like- 
Metro’s story about Schuman, 
did fairly well in 
U. S. Released by MPEA in 
Germany in 1949, it was a nothing. 

Many popular U. S. stage musi- | 


cals likewise do not prove 


| here despite this hugh successes in 


' accent in the original. 





| 


al- | 





| 


| 
! 


arsh | 


| 
| 
' 


| 
| 
| 


annual 
{in Austria. 


! duced in Germany either 
| mans or 
ap- | 


of | 


It meant no | S¢l 
| Miguel 


| 


draws | 
| ficult, 
| by 


the U. S. One reason advanced for 
this is that the Germans are still | 
back in the gent operetta era, 


has outgrown. The 


German aoe houses do big busi- | 


ness with Johann Strauss, Franz | 


Suppe, Emmerich Kalman, and the! has had okay in advance, checking 


with stock 
These, when 


musie season is heavy 
European operettas. 
filmed, are popular with the Ger- | 
man viewers. Recent example 
Metro’s second filming of “Merry 
Widow.” the Lana Turner-Fern- 
ando Lamas vehicle released here 
in 1953. This was a huge draw. 
The straight classics, or the pop 


} 


| 


is | 
| umentary” 
,Hicularly scenes which might in any 


modern musicals, are apparently | 
either way behind or way ahead of | 
the German film patrons. 


New Unit Shoots in Germany 

Frankfurt, Sevt. 6. 
A new company, Fehse Film, has 
started its first picture here, 
Titled “Dorothee,” the pie is being 
snot in an emergency studio, and 
both scripted and directed *D\ 
Waiter Christian 


rik S 


itist 


le 


and Ralf Schober 


ads 


Lhe 


| 


‘ 


Bouche Seeks Improved Arg. Prod., 


Better Setup for 


Dialect Problems For 
‘Marty’ in German Keys. 


Frankfurt, Aug. 30. 


“Marty” (UA), which opens at 30) 
key theatres in Germany Sept. 2, | 
presented unusual dialect problems 
in its dubbing into German here. 
Film, concerning a butcher from | 
the Bronx, is a modified Bronx | 





it into German meant special dif- 
ficulties since it is hard to ade- 
quately convey the particular dia- | 
lect of any one region of the U.S. 

Final decision was to give Marty 
and the other characters a German | 
speech broken by an Italian accent, | 
while the-schoolteacher with whom 
he falls in love, speaks the ex- 
cellent Hannover accent. 


here all openings being in regular 





MPEA Leads Fight Vs. 
Austrian Tariff Aimed 


At Dubbed U. S. Films 


Aug. 30. 
now 


Frankfurt, 
MPEA officials are in 


Vienna to spearhead a fight in the | 


Austrian parliament against a pro- 
posed discriminatory tariff which 


would adverselv affect U. S. film | 
producers. Tariff, as it is set up, 
would impose a high duty on any) 
foreign films te be shown in Aus- 
tria which are dubbed into the 


' native tongue in any country other 


than Austria. 

This would be particularly det- 
rimental to U.S. producers, who 
generally dub their films for Ger- | 
many and Austria in Germany, | 
where the work is expertly 
In addition, while the German 
speech is acceptable in Austria, the 
Austrian dialect which would be 
used in dubbing in cities in Aus- 
tria, is rated not acceptable to the 
German audience, who because of 
the much greater number of the- 
atres and population, represent a 
greater market for the films than 
do the Austrians. 

The legislation, if passed, would 
also be against French, Italian, and | 
' English films, most of which are | 
dubbed in Germany for showings | 
It would not, on the | 
affect the films pro- | 
by Ger- | 
by U.S. firms producing | 
in Germany, Since those films are | 
shot in the German language and 
hence are not dubbed. 


other hand, 





Mex Censors at Last | 


Give ‘Serenade’ Okay 


Mexico City, Aug. 30. 

Mexican censors finally have 
granted authorization to WB to/! 
start production here of “Sere- 
nade,’ Mario Lanza starrer, as soon 
as singer is available. Filming is 
scheduled to start Sept. 7 in San 
Allende and Taxco if the 
star can get set by that time. 
Varied script irregularities in the 
eyes of the Mexican authorities 
looked like they might also push 
back filming date. 

Censorship problem here is dif- | 
even though all films made | 
foreigners must carry a local 
government eye with them during 
filming and on the payroll, Censor 
Stays with production and checks 
all dialogue, action, costuming and 
final cuts, even though the script 


any deviations daily from 
line of what is best for Mexico. 
Nationalistic feeling runs high 
south of the border and most “‘doc- 
material is taboo, par- 


the strict 


Way carry old time attitude that 
Mexico is a backward, pulque-swig- 
ging land of bandits and lazy peons, 








Translating 


Film has | 
refrained from art-house bookings | 


_industry loans in the past. 


done. , 


'gentina Sono 


' latter 


‘lease the studios and staff. 


| 20 


| best 


/own and not the taxpayers’ 


, new 
| promote a system of 
| of the native production, 


Exhibs, Foreign Pix 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 30. 

Leon Bouche, Argentina’s new 
| Press Secretary, has_ interviewed 
| all the sectors of the picture indus- 
try, and there is hope here that 
| he will solve the three main prob- 
{lems facing him and that under 
his regime conditions will improve 
| generally. 


| The three main problems the 
new showbiz czar must solve are: 
| The form which Protectionism is 
to take in regard to the bankrupt 
native pix production industry; the 
| extent to which foreign films may 
be imported and the prices at 
, which they may be exhibited, 
| especially the various new wide- 
screen systems and the stormy 
| question of the obligatory vaude- 
ville law. 

Since his talk to producers sev- 
| eral weeks ago, Bouche has con- 
tinued making it clear that he is 
determined to clean up the indus- 
try. However, although many 
i charges against specific producers 
| have reached his desk, as a practi- 
‘cal man it is felt that Beuche is 
| more inclined to let the past bury 
| 
| 


' itself and go on to something con- 
; structive, rather than waste time 
probing for dirt. Nevertheless, 
there has been talk of inspecting 
some producers’ books to deter- 
‘mine how they have been able to 
| build costly mansions, purchase ex- 
pensive foreign cars and stash coin 
; away in the U. S., when all their 
| productions were boxoffice flops. 

One thing is certain. State cred- 
/its to producers have been suspend- 
ed, and will be allowed in future 
only in outstanding cases of pro- 


' ductions likely to enhance national! 


are that 
mostly 
non-recoverable, at something like 
$4,000,000. 

Only 2 Prod. Units Normal 

Despite this government gener- 
osity, only two production units are 
currently producing normally: Ar- 
Film, and Artistas 
Argentinos Asociados (AAA). The 
is organized somewhat like 
United Artists. The great Emelco 
studios is bankrupt and shuttered; 
San Miguel and Libertador are 
closed except when independents 
Lumi- 
ton is closed down and the staff 
suspended without pay. EFA has 
just leased its studios and is in ar- 
rears to the staff for wages. Mapol 
is reported near bankruptcy. Some 
producers hire these studios, 
and save for minor exceptions turn 
out product which harms the na- 
tive industry. 

Bouche has intimated he favors 
helping the industry via a system 
of prizes of up to $100,000 for the 
productions. He feels that 
apart from this, the producers 
should be prepared to risk their 
coin, 

regards Protectionism, the 
Press Secretary is likely to 
classification 
granting 
the first category protection and 


(Continued on page 13) 


prestige. Some estimates 


As 





Sweden’s Censors Pass 


15 Yank Pix in July 


Stockholm, Aug. 30. 
In the report upon its activity 


'in July, the state censorship board 


showed no films were banned dur- 
ing that month. A total of 31 fea- 
tures passed through, of which 15 
were U. S. imports, five were Brit- 
ish, three each came from Ger- 
many and Sweden, two from Italy 
and one each from France, Russia 
and Czechoslovakia. 

A total of 14 features were in 
work in Sweden studios at the 
start of August, with 25 other films 
in the cutting rooms or waiting 
for preemings. Two of them are 
being made abroad or in cooperae 
tion with foreign producers. They 
are “Schwedenmadel” (Girl from 
Sweden), a co-production being 
done by German Melodie-Film and 


we Swedish Sandrew-Produktion, The 
Calvan Joins Col film gets its German title from 
; jthe tune, “Swedish Rhapsody.” 
Fernando F. Galvan, formerly , Maj-Britt Nilsson is starred with 
acting chief news editor of the German actor Karlheinz Bohm, 
Voice of America, resigned that "he second film has no title s0 
ost last k ‘oi far, being tabbed “The Africa 
pei : as Be K bw aye Columbia | Film" since exteriors were shot in 
es Internation is “8 Ors — Lu 
sistant t rete Corp. as as-| Africa at the end of the springs 
; _ 4 oO “F9 = ploitation head Swedish producers now foresee a 
sal ence ADSK 
> - _ 7 top season this year, How evel 
Priot 'o his Voice of America they have asked for greater fina! 
post, Galvan was with CBS and the cial help if and when regular tele 
United Press, 
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cinema biz. 
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into their 


CuUls 
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Dollar Curb in Aussie Looms With 
Name Acts, Legit Likely to Be Hit 


ys 


Sydney, Aug. 30. 

Depletion of the Aussie dollar 

ool—vital to the commercial trad- 
ing field—may see the government s 
Monetary Control Board realigning 
the dollar outward flow as an eco- 
nomic necessity. within the next 
month or so. Understood that the 
major talent impresarios here are 
viewing with some alarm the pos- 
sible dollar curb since it would 
halt top U. S. talent from coming 
Down Under. Regulations now per- 
mit the taking out of $10,000 after 
contract completion. 


Indicative of the current dollar | 
local 


is the fact that 


downbeat ; : 
officials are classing a 


treasury 


vaude team of two or more per- | 
act and> 


formers as a “single” 
therefore only entitled to leave 
the country with the $10,000 limit. 
David N. Martin, chief of the 
Tivoli loop, is presently huddling 
with the government’s monetary 
toppers for a revision of this rul- 
ing. Martin’s move follows a 
threatened walkout of certain 
American performers from his cur- 
rent success, “Colored Rhapsody,” 
because of the dollar limit cover- 
ing a single act or a troupe. 
Martin, who has brought vaude- 
revue to a high peak here via a 
constant flow of highclass U. S. and 
British talent, it’s understood will 
point out to monetary control of- 
ficials that a dollar curb would 
make it impossible to operate a 
major chain such as the Tivoli 
without top U. S. boxoffice names. 
In the legit field, J. C. William- 
son Ltd., key operators here, im- 
port mainly solo stars, backing 
them up with local talent. This 
also goes for indie operator Gar- 
net Carroll. The only vaude-revue 
opposition to Martin is Harry 
Wren’s Celebrity Theatres, cur- 
rently plaving the Harlem Black- 


birds on a set-dollar basis, fixed | 


in the U. S. beforehand. 
Another to be affected by a coin 


takeaway curb would be Lee Gor- | 
| this way, the department threatens | 


don, Yankee importer who brought 
out here such names as Artie 
Shaw, Betty Hutton, Bob Hope, 
Frankie Laine, Johnnie Ray and 
Abbott and Costello. 
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the lower bracketed material left 
to the discretion of the exhibitors, 
who might include it on double 
bills. 

Foreign Pix Question Vague 

The second problem is on the 
number of foreign pictures al- 
lowed into Argentina. Bouche has 
Stressed that he is an advocate of 
free competition, but the snag is 
the exchange situation, and his de- 
pendence on the rulings of the eco- 
nomic and finance ministers. He 
himself favors free importation 


competitive spur to the native pro- 
ducers. He firmly believes that 
they can only achieve greatness 
when they have to fight to compete 
on tree terms with the foreign 
product. 

Bouche has no illusions about 
Argentine films conquering foreign 
Markets for the time being. For 
@ beginning, he is setting his sights 
On reconquering the ground lost 
in the Latin-American market. In 
the meantime, holding Internation- 
al Festivals, for which the taxpay- 
er ioots the bill, as a means of 
trying to persuade other nations 
that a film industry does exist here, 
are to be given up. 

Obligatory Vaudeville Law 

On the problem 
vaude, he agrees with his prede- 
taal who never supported this 
i He considers it harmful to 
= Parties, particularly the enter- 
— is designed to help, since 
“ee forced to work under con- 
pt : totally devoid of showman- 
Te o the extent that no vaude- 

: e Players Who value their own 
Prestige will accept cinema book- 
men Aithough this is Bouche’s 

aon, he has made it clear that 
ee are tied, as vaudeville 
*donyll oa 1posed on the film theatres 
° “ittue of a bill passed through 
and Congress must re- 
law or re-enact it. So 
law has not been imple- 
in entirety because to 
‘audeville talent in all the 


Ongress 
Voke the 
ar the 
mented 
Dook 
Wor 
T 
net 


G4 mean an array 
is lacking even 


°politan theatres. 


for the 


of obligatory | 


2,000-odd film theatres, | 
of talent | 
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Plane Travel to Brit. 
Most Popular Traasnort 


a London, Aug. 30. 
For the first time, transatlantic 
travel by air has outstripped trans- 
portation by sea, according to an 
analysis prepared by the. British 
Travel & Holidays Assn. for the 


450 Americans who landed in Brit- 
ain between January and June, 
52% came by plane. 

| Although the recent shipping 
| strike resulted in a number of can- 
| cellations, British tourism is head- 





ing for another record year. There 
is a likelyhood that for the first 
time ever the influx of 
visitors will top the 1,000,000 mark. 
Last year’s total was 901,000. 


Mex Govt. Solving 


foreien 





Tourist Tangles 


Mexico City, Aug. 30. 

Determined to keep tourist busi- 
ness here big (it’s at a new high of 
2,000 visitors daily), the govern- 
ment’s tourist department is un- 
snarling one of the worst tangles 
in the tourist trade, hotels which 
refuse to honor reservations made 
well in advance. A local inn was 


Fla., mother and daughter that it 
had never heard of them, had no 
reservations and could not accom- 
modate them, because it was filled 
to capacity. This happened when 
they appeared late, their plane 
having been delayed, and asked 
for reservations made a_ whole 
month in advance. 





! 
| 
{ 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
! 


|t0 make them pay extra expenses 
| of visitors whose reservations they 
| dishonor. The local Cuban consul 
complained of the experience of a 
party of his compatriots—the hotel 
broke its promise to hold their 
rooms for them while they were on 
a brief out-of-town jaunt. The Cu- 
bans failed to find any hotel accom- 
modations here after a long search 
and were obliged to hire a cab and 
go to Cuernavaca, 50 miles away, 
to spend the night. 

Tourist traffic tops that of last 
August by more than 50°. 


hope soon to provide more accom- 
modations for visitors by building 
and expanding. Only recently 
tourists have started complaining 
about hotels dishonoring their res- 





beat in tourist trade. 
The department is spending 
$800,000 on tourist-catching pub- 


Europe, the Near East and in Latin 
America and it is paying off big. 
Tourists are now coming from as 
far away as Egypt. 

Mexico attracted 55,600 adult 
tourists during July, higher even 


than the 42,000 average per month |) oquction at the huge Rosenhugel 


last year. Travel experts agree 
that the higher monthly average 
number of visitors will at least con- 
tinue throughout 1955. The tour- 
ist department is particularly 
pleased with the trend which finds 
visitors going to several places, in- 
stead of concentrating on just a 
few resorts. 


‘Busters’ Director Set 


For ‘World’ Brit. Work 


London, Sept. 6. 
Michael Anderson, director of 
the record-breaking “Dam Bust- 
ers,” who has just finished work 





of 1984," has been assigned to 
handle the British scenes in 
chael Todd’s “Around the World 
in 80 Days.” These sequences are 


British studios at Elstree. 

Many prominent British artists 
have been recruited for the scenes 
now being filmed here. In addition 
| to Noel Coward, whose signing was 
announced recently,, they include 
John Gielgud, Trevor Howard, 
Basil Sydney, A. E. Matthews and 
' Robert Morley, 





on the Anglo-American production | 


first half of the year. Of the 97.-' 


fined $400 for informing a Miami, | 


Besides fining hotels which act , Seven Samurai” (Japan). 


Most | 
top hotels here are 100% filled | ; Bice ees 
: - exchange of films, since bookings 
— eS . | for the 1955-56 season have already 
ss : Pp | begun in other parts of the world 


ervations, the department revealed. | 


of all quality foreign product as a | It attributes this mainly to an up- | 


licity in the U. S. and in Canada, | 


| Andy Russell and William Mor- 


Andy Russell-Morris 
Plan Mex Color Shorts 


Mexico City, Aug. 30. 


ris of Los Angeles have combined 
for the production here of a series 
of tinter shorts, starting at the rate 





ping the week’s capacity to 15. ¢ F h | P; 
Pedro Vargas, Ariadne Welter Re - 

(Linda Christian’s sister), Rebeca erman-rrenc ta 0 IX 

Iturbide, Eva Garza and the Reyes | . 

Bros. have been inked for the first | Pocl Pact Nearly Sel 

short, a two-reeler to cost $7,500. | Venice, Aug. 30. 

This lineup of performers may be While the exact date for signing 

inked for a revue of exclusive La- prelim papers of the German-Frar- 





e ae now being readied for ¢o-Italian pie pool is being kept 
Nev ork. | under wraps, it’s understood that 
|} the agreement wiil be finalized 


either in Venice during the Sept. 
o-f meetings of the three-country 
commiitee, or at Varese, where an 
international film conclave is 
Slated to discuss problems regard- 


Two Operas For 
Trerand Fest i: secon fie Comment: 


Le 

Reports from the German side 

Thomas J. Walsh, prexy of Fifth indicate that one of the main 
Wexford Festival skedded to open clauses-of the agreement would be 
Oct. 30, has announced two opera for a maximum of 26 feature pix 
productions instead of one for this made as triple (Franco-German- 
year’s fest. Glyndebourne producer | Italian) productions, enjoying na- 
Peter Ebert, currently directing at | tionality in each of the three coun- 
the Edinburgh Festival, will direct tries. ~ : 
Puccini’s “Manon Lescaut” and 
Albert Lortzing’s “Der Wildschutz,” | 


the second being a first for ot (40 PI 
land. | . 
Walsh has signed principals from 9 ayers 


Vienna and Munich State operas 
for festival. He has also lined up D - 

the Radio Eireann orch and group [ | k i 
of recitalists including pianist Cor | or péeran eS 
de Groot, violinist™Campoli, Lon- 
don String Quartet and the Am- 
sterdam Duo. Philips Records is! 
| picking up part of the tab for de 
| Groot and Amsterdam Duo who 
| both cut disks for the Philips label. | 
; Films set for the fest, which has 
/ Scot Sir Compton Mackenzie as 
honorary topper, included two Rus- 


Wexford, Aug. 30. 








Berlin, Aug. 30. 
Nearly 1,000 performers from all 
parts of the globe will take part 
in the forthcoming Fifth Berlin 





Sept. 17 to Oct. 4. Program 
cludes every type of entertainment 
with the exception of films 


'sian-lensed operas, “Aleko” and | ,. phe 
|“Sadko.” and two other Russian lin Film Festival was.held earlier 
‘films not previously imported, | tis summer). 


'“Trio Ballet” and “The Composer Several international traffic of- 
| Glinka.” No U.S. pix are on the fices are arranging special trips to 
| sked, the balance being made up West Berlin for visitors to attend 
iby “Umberto D” (Italy) and “The | the fest. Under the label 
liner Festwochen-Reise”’ 

Festival Journey), Transatlantic 
Passenger Service Home Lines and 
Krueger’s Travel Service have ar- 





W. German, Austrian Pix 
Producers Seeking New tne 


festival committee has an- 

a . . eo | nounced. 
Pact on Film Distrib | Ticket sale for the festival events 
‘ : has already started here as well 
Frankfurt, Aug. 30. | as outside Berlin. Main interest in 


Exchange of films between Ger- 
many and Austria, which ended 


‘ ane. appearance of Dimitri Mitropoulos 
with the expiration of the current PI ——, 


fgg ra ig a erage | With the New York Philharmonic 
ag 31 seit gaan wn new and the Milanese Teatro della 
ions Aug. , is open f EW | Scala. 
negotiations. Both the Germans asi : 
The most important foreign 





and Austrians are anxious to come | 


to some agreement regarding the plays include the presentations of 


the Shakespeare Memorial The- 
|} atre Stratford-on-Avon, the Vien- 
nese Burgtheater and the 
Theatre de L’Atelier. As in for- 
mer years, local theatres will fea- 
ture a number of Berlin and world 
preems of several plays. Dances 
| include the guest performances of 
the Singhalese Temple Dancers of 

_ 5 Ieee . 3 .¢ | Ceylon as well as Antonio and his 
oot a and Bo to talk to the | Spanish Ballet. The Ballet of the 
| Auetrian government and film Municipal Opera Berlin and other 
| heads regarding terms of the new 
deal. There is a strong undercur- 
|rent of resentment on the part of 
the Germans, however, who dislike 


|and with other nations. The pro- 
iducers of the two countries have 
| been restricted from making any 
ideals on films for later than Aug. 
| 31 between the two countries. 

German government and indus- 





with a number of new creations. 
Last third ef this year, inci- 
dentally, will be a busy one in Ger- 


| the pressure being applied by the man festivals, including the Mu- 
| Austrians. Latter are seeking a nich Opera Festival Aug. 12-Sept. 
| better bargaining position because , 11, the Operetta Festival Play in 


| resent having to accept the Rosen- | 





Mi- | 


now being lensed at the Metro- | 


of their newly-arranged rights for Coblence and the German Mozart 
Festival in Hannover, Sept. 2-6. 


studios, Rete are Pe en ee 
The Studios, formerly under 

Russian control, have been re- ae 

turned to the Austrians for pic- Limited Entry Plan For 


ture production, and the Germans | 


Command Film Dropped 


hugel product as they consider the |.. London, Sept. 6 

territory a part of Germany which! , oe : ent: 2s 

has been unfairly seized. And they The original plan for limited en-“ 
: | tries for this year’s Royal Com- 


do not want added Austrian com- 
petition thru the Rosenhugel films 
which can compete on the German 
market with their home-made 
product. The Austrians, who speak 
the same language, require no dub- 
bing for the German pictures, and | t'© s 
hence are considered an excellent | Critics Circle, are expected to an- 
foreign market for German films. | NOunce its decision within a fort- 
night. 

When the revised panel was set 
up, following the storm over last 
year’s selection of “Beau Brum- 
mell’”’ (M-G), it was stated that the 
Motion Picture Assn. and the Brit- 
ish Film Producers Assn. would 
each get entries, and submit short 
lists of two American and two Brit- 
ish pix. The viewing committee, 
however, decided it must take full 
responsibility for selection and re- 
jection, and nixed the proposal, 

About eight or nine films are 
expected to be submitted, 


mand film gala has been dropped, 
and submissions must be in by 
next Friday (9). The viewing com- 
mittee, headed by Lord Radcliffe, 
|! and including representatives of 
the industry and a nominee of the 
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| Cultural Festival which runs from | 
in- | 


(Ber- | 


“Ber- | 
(Berlin | 


ranged a trip from N. Y. to Berlin, | 


the musical portion centers on the | 


Paris | 


local groups will also come along | 


Threatened Hike in Interest Rates 


Would Boost Brit. Pix Prod. Costs 


of five weekly, but ultimately up- 2 


London, Sept. 6. 

| Forecasts that the bank rate is 
tu be advanced to 6° within the 
next few weeks is causing new 
anxiety in British producing cir- 
cles. The additional burden of 
| interest, which will inevitably fol- 
low, will add a sizeable sum to the 
cost of production, but cannot be 
reflected in what is eventually 
shown on the screen. 

The anticipated increase in the 
bank rate stems from the govern- 
ment’s anti-inflationary measures, 
which also will call for limitations 
of bank loans to industry and for 
private use. The announcement is 
likely to follow the publication of 
the next monthly accounting on 
gold and dollar reserves, which are 
expected to show a serious deteri- 
oration in the nation’s financial 
position. 

According to banking 
who are closelv connected 
film financing, there is not likely 
to be anv serious restrictions on 
new prodietion loans, particularly 
to revut»*ble and established pro- 
ducers. Coin will continue to be 
available for production, provided 
producers are prepared to face the 
hicher interest charges. It’s pointed 
out that as banks usually demand 
more. than tie official bank rate, 
, the interest charges may be hiked 
ito at least 7°). At that rate, inter- 
est charges payable by the produ- 
'ecer over the average 15-month 
| borrowing period on a production 
| costing about $560,000 would be 
around $50,000. 

Anv change in the bank rate 
would also hit indies who rely on 
the National Film Finance Corp. 
for some of their end money. Since 
they exhausted most of the original 
$16,800.000 authorized under two 
Acts of Parliament, the NFFC has 
been borrowing from private bank- 
ing sources and would be obliged 
, to pass on any additional interest 
charges. 

On the average first feature, the 
; new interest rates would add about 
| $6,000 to the budget. Although a 
/ comparative small item on a pro- 
duction scheduled to cost around 
$420,000, it would follow recent 
| wage increases negotiated with 
‘two of the studio unions, plus the 
continually rising charges for all 
essential services. 


sources 
with 


| 





| Long List ef Legiters 
For New Swiss Season; 


‘Cat’ Among U.S. Hits 


Zurich, Aug. 30. 

Schauspielhaus and Stadttheatre, 
city’s two leading houses, have an- 
nounced their 1955-’56 p'ans. New 
season opened Aug. 27 at Stadt- 
theatre with a _ rarely-performed 
Mozart opera, “Titus.” It was fol- 
lowed Aug. 28 by a revival of Frarz 
Lehar’s “Land of Smi‘es.” Swiss 
preem of a contemporary German 
opera by Werner Egk, “The Mazie 


Violin,” opens Sept. 3. First per- 
formances here of the Peking 


Opera are skedded Sept. 4-5. 
Highlight of the op*ra hous_’s 
upcoming program will be the 
initial Zurch pre-entiticn of a 
ballet-version of Gershwin’s 
| “American in Par’s” by its own 
| troupe, as part of a tripte-bill a!:o 
featuring “Swan Lake” and a new 
Swiss ballet by Nico Kaufman, “: e 
Prisme.” Remainder of the opera 
and operetta lineup will include 
revivals of standard works’ by 


Mozart, Verdi, Wagner, Richard 
| Strauss, Leonzavallo, -Mascagn1i, 
‘Borodin, Lehar, Johann Sirauss, 
Offenbach and Sullivan as well as 


a new opera by Mihalovici, “The 
Homecoming.” 

Schauspielhaus, leading Swiss 
legit house, onens Sept. 3 with 
Shakespeare’s “‘As You Like It,” 
which will be followed Sept. 8 by 
a Jean Giradoux comedy, “iInter- 


mezzo,” and the first Swiss produc- 


tion of Carl Zuckmayer’s new 
drama about atcmic spi:s, “The 
Cold Light.”. A considerable por- 


tion of the new legit lineup is de- 


voted to U. S. plays. Tennessee 
Williams’ “Cat cn Hot Tn Too 
will be Swiss-preemed. Maxwell 
Anderson’s “Winterset” is set fcr 
a German-language preem Wil- 
liam Faulkner’s “Requiem fr a 
Nun” will have it’s world pre 
here. Thornton Wi'd-r’s ‘Match- 
maker” is also scheduled 

A new Satirical comedy by Curt 
Goetz, “Hollywood,” is lined up 


‘for a Zurich wor!d-preem 
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IS a DSO ORO 


T HAPPENS 


IN CHIKU SHAN, 
CHINA... 


Unexpectedly an American sees 
another American! 
Just the slightest signal. Later, a tense 
rendezvous. And then the strange 
bargain, sealed with a desperate kiss... 
Two people, with their backs to the 
ancient wall. And the only way out — 
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Hot Industry Issues Facing TOA, 
Allied As Orgs Prep for Fall Meets 2: 


With the summer season coming¢ 
to an end, convention time for the 
two major exhibitor organizations 
—Theatre Owners of America and 
Allied States Assn. — is fast ap- 
proaching. The issues facing the- 
atremen this year wuape as the 
hottest to come off the industry 
griddle in years. 

Of foremost importance to the 
picture business as a whole will be 
the decision the exhibitors will 
take on the subject of Government 
intervention in ‘ndustry  af*airs, 
particularly relating to tne regu- 
lation of film rentals. It’s almost 
a foregone conclusion that Allied’s 





board will succeed in getting its 
membership to support the Gov- 
ernment move, the campaign for 
which has already started in the 
behind-the-scenes maneuvers. 

Effect of Allied’s campaign 
depend largely, it’s felt, on 
policy of TOA. Latter has been 
generally opposed to “calling in 
the cops,” but on the basis of state- 


will 
the 


ments by TOA leaders prior to the 
joint Allied-TOA meetings with 


the distributors, observers noticed 
a less harsh attitude toward this 
policy. However, tollowing the 
joint confabs, TOA did an about- 
face and its leaders again con- 
demned any action that would lead | 
to the intervention of the Govern- 
ment. 

Industryites, particularly Allied- 
jies, feel that the TOA position 
just prior to the meetings with dis- 
tribs, may have been a calculated | 
move to influence the film com- 
panies in giving theatres more 
suitable terms. With the spectre 
of the Government moving in, 
however, TOA appears to have re- | 
verted to its former policy of no 
Government intervention. 

TOA meets in Los Angeles at, 
the Biltmore Hotel Oct. 6-9. Its 
agenda is loaded with hot industry 
issues. In addition to a definite de- 
cision on the Government question, 
it will weigh action on film rent- 
als, the 16m antitrust suit, arbitra- 
tion, a new campaign for total | 
elimination of the Federal admis- | 
sion tax and toll-tv. Convention 
will also mull TOA’s position with 
reference to COMPO. TOA is ex- 
pected to support the all-industry | 
publie relations group while Al-' 
lied, burned at COMPO’s refusal 
to support the toll-tv fight, has 
indicated that it will withdraw 
from the organization. 

TOA leaders will also consider 
action relating to the recent talks 
with the distribs. Convention will 
hear a report on the sessions and | 
will decide if further mectings 
will be worthwhile in bringing 
about concessions on film rentals 
and other trade practices. 

Allied meets in Chicago 
Morrison Hotel Nov. 7-9. Foremosi 
subject on its business roster will 
be a report of its Emergency De- 
fense Committee. This group has 
plaved a key role in the talks with 
the distribs and in setting up the 
machinery for an appeal to the 


at the 


Feds. For the most part the sub- | 
jects to come before the Allied 
convention will be similar to those 


that will be presented at the TOA 
meet. 


4 TOA project, not involving 
Allied, will be discussed at the 
L.A. session. This concerns the fu- 


ture of the Exhibitors Film Finance 
Corp., a TOA-backed unit aimed 
obtaining financing “to cause” 
additional films to be produced. 

TOA coordinator and office man- 
fr Joseph Alterman leaves for 
1 Coast next week to work on 
rangements for the L. A. confab. 


at 


a 


a 





C’Scope Taking 





Gee CONT Nued from page 5 — 
est, considering that over 15.000 
US. and Canadian houses now are 
equipped to show CinemaScope, 
Cost factor on some of the low- 
budgeters may be one retarding 
{ oO} \lso, at least in the case 
ot U, the studio is playing the field 
arn KINZ pix in all media, in- 
( Vista Vision favored by 
P; é 
) ond half of 1955 with 
I ( skeds incomplete Vletro 
skedded eight, ineludin 
( Ti ip to October: 20th ha 
! ing 13 in C’Scope, on it 
{t, and WB has set two, both in 
Ope, up to Sept. 1. Col exper 
1 ele e 14 ‘three in ( Scope), 
and | ersal Dp to October will 
hive lf <a two in C’Scope. 


i two weeks, 


: sold 
i; served as manager 


i dark since last February, 
| Operating on a week end policy. 











Film Row Clips 











NEW YORK 


Columbia whipped up a set of, 
its upcom- | 


cartoon teasers for 
“My Sister Eileen,” which will 
be used in newspaper ad can- 
paigns as well as for direct mail 
within the industry. 

Al Sherman named Washington 
sales rep for Jack Hoffberg’s 
“Khamishia,” an English dialog 
film produced in Israel. 


15 
ing 


Managers and executive per- 
sonnel of Stanley Warner’s 35 | 
(theatres in its Newark zone _ at- 


tended a homeoffice showmanship 
meet last week presided over by 
zone mi Meaees 7 ic woman A. Smakwitz. 


LOS ; ANGELES 


J. R. Grainger, RKO distribution 
chief, has set David  Butler’s 
“Glory” as the company’s Christ- 
mas release. Film starts Margaret 
O’Brien, Charlotte Greenwood and 
Walter Brennan. 

American Releasing 


Corp. ac- 


aquired distribution rights to Milner | 


Bros. 
Hell’s Acres, 


Productions’ “Queen of 
’ to roll in November. 


CHICAGO 

Balaban & Katz flack Dave Arlen, 
publicist for United Artists and | 
State-Lake theatres, off for a Cali- 
fornia rest with his family. 

“MeConnell Story’ (WB) goes} 
into Chicago Theatre, Sept. 16 for | 
“Night of the Hunter’ 





(‘U) segues into United Artists 
‘after “To Catch A Thief” ends its 
run, 


ST. LOUIS 


William Dean, West Plaines, Mo., 
his ozoner near Mountain 
Grove, Mo. to John Castner who 
of House. 

Shelbyville, Mo., 
relighted. 


The Shelby, 


John Hammock, son-in-law of 
W. Harry Dillon, owner of the 
Dillon, Morehouse, Mo., took over | 
management of the house. 

Stanley Boryska_ returned to 
manage the Publix Great States 


East St. Louis. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Audie Murphy made personals at | 
Mastbaum Friday (2) to exploit “To 
Heil and Back.” 

Kathryn Grant 


ozoner near 


in town several 


days for “Phenix City” promo- 
tion. 

York Theatre, York, Pa., taken | 
over by Charles McDonald 

Jack M. Cohen, former Warner | 
Brothers Theatres counsel and 
National Screen Service exec, ap- | 
pointed state deputy attorney 
general. 

Fred Goldman, president of Ex- 


ceptional Films tart reruns), 
ering from short illness. 

Herman Rush named 
charge of sales for 
Inc. 


recov- 
veepee 


’ 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Morning Tribune columnist Will 


Jones slapped local loop State for | 
short. | 


showing Ford Auto travel 
He asked, sarcastically, ‘‘why sit 
at home and watch commercials on 
a tiny screen when you 


for $1?” 

Atter being closed for 10 months, 
lone film theatre at nearby 
wood, Minn., reopened under 
owner, Harold Case, who also oper- 
ates a house at Shakopee, Minn. 

During engagement of Hall- 
mark’s ‘‘Monika,” story of a bad 
girl, St. Paul Tower selling 

lildren’s tickets and thus main- 
taining a single admission; allowed ! 
youngsters under 16 to atten if 
accompanied by parents. 

Northwest Variety club’s annual 


theatre collections for its Minne- 
sota U heart hospital now under | 
way 

\Iinnesota Amus. Co. sending its 
largest delegation ever to United 
Paramount Theatre’s annual meet- 
ing. Off this week to Spring Lake, 
N.J., this week are president | 
Harry B. French, John Branton, 
Ev. Seibel, Charles Perrine, Char- 
es Zinn, Woodrow Praught and 
Ray Niles. 

\Irs Jennie 3Jerger, wife of 
North Central llied prexy and 
circuit owner, ie ne in the Min- 
neapolis Star’s **‘Women Behind the 
\ien” series devoted to wives of 
the community’s prominent men. 

Herb Baschman, promoted from 
Denver salesman, took over as local 
United Artists’ branch manager, | 
succeeaing Abbott Swartz. 


in | 
Official Films | 


can go} 
downtown and see them in C’Scope } 


no | 
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Schism Widens 


Continued from page 5 Qo 


panies did not grant exhibitors the 


| necessary relief from harsh sales 
' terms. 

| Martin again stressed that 
\“TOA’s policy has not’ been 
|changed regarding governmental 
intervention or control.” He said 
his organization will continue to 
seek solutions to exhibitor prob- 


otiations with the 
film companies. He said this ap- 
|proach is based on the “progress 
| made to date with the film compa- 
'nies and the encouraging reports 
ireceived from the field of an ease- 
ment of film selling policies.” 

Allied, on the other’ hand, 
charges that little, if anything, was 
l'achieved in gaining better sales 
terms from the distribs as a result 
of the recent talks. Shor, in his 
letter to Martin, said the ‘ink was 
scarcely dry on the joint commit- 
tee’s report’ when Warner Bros. 
|and United Artists placed a “‘must” 
50°% tag on “Mister Roberts” and 
“Not As a Stranger.” 

New Campaign 

TOA, as a result of constant ne- 
gotiations with the distribs, is 
ready to accept an arbitration sys- 
tem. However, Allied had refused 
;to take part in ‘the negotiations be- 
cause of the film) companies’ re- 
fusal to include the arbitration of | 
film rentals. 


TOA, sparked by 


lems through neg 





i : r 
| Sam Pinanski, 


iis preparing to launch a new cam-} 


| paign complete elimination of the 
| Federai admissions tax. Support for 
| this drive has come from other TOA 
| leaders, including Pat McGee and | 
Mitchell Wolfson. However, many 
| Alliedites are opposed to a tax 
l'elimination campaign on_ the 
| ground that the distribs would con- 
| fiscate the benefit of any relief ob- 
tained from the Government and | 
that 
|'Feds for rental regulation and tax 
|relief at the same time. 

There is a growing movement 
}among Allied groups to pull out of 
{COMPO because of the all-indus- 


{try group’s failure to support the 
exhibs’ fight against toll-tv. How- 
ever, TOA units have been an- 


nouncing their support of COMPO. 
In a pitch for attendance at Al- 
|lied’s national convention in Chi- 
| cago Nov. 7-9, Jack Kirsch, general 
| chairman of the convention, rapped 
| industryites for criticism of actions 
taken by Allied. “The obvious = 
caged of these attacks,” he said, ‘ 
5 make it appear that Allied “s 
pith poet out of step with the en- 


itire industry on many current is- 
sues. Independent exhibitors do 
be- 


not take these barbs seriously. 
cause whenever the National Allied 


| organization has taken a stand on 
lan important industry problem in 
the past, these critics have always 


|cried out loud and hard, desperate- 
ly trying to convey the impression 
among independent exhibitors that 
they, and not Allied, are the ones 
ithe exhibitors should heed and 
| listen to.” 

Kirsch added that any 
exhibitor” can clear 


“doubting 
“these doubts 


it's unwise to appeal to the! of their church in such matters fail to set a good example to follow 


[ 


| 
| 
| 
| 





{from his mind” by attending Al- 
lied’s convention where “he will 
| see and learn for himself how Na- 
j tional Allied functions and how 
'very democratically the issues of | 
the day affecting his daily opera- 
tions are debated and decisions 


| reached,” 











| Minn. School Bd. 


Nor- | 
new | 


Continued from 


a page 7 
association with “a shocking dis- 
| regard of the facts.” 

In the second letter, 
another from 
| pointed out that “ ‘Jungle’ 
purport to depict the 
school system, but does 
represent ‘circumstances 
cities in some states’.”’ 


replying to 
Wettergren, Schary 


Minnesota 
claim to 
in some 


The Me tro topper answered Wet- 


tergren’s assertion that he, Schary, 
isn't qualified to urge the school 
board to show greater cooperation 
in making the public aware of 
problems in education 

“This remark begs the question, 
much as if I were to say to you 
that you are not qualified to dis- 
|} cuss motion pictures for their im- 
pact On audiences,” wrote Schary,. 
“I can in turn ask you to reap- 
praise your position. IL hope by 
the time your 1956 convention goes 
into session some of our juvenile 
| delinquency problems will be 
diminished i am convinced that 
the picture ‘Blackboard Junel 
Will aid in the diminution of those 
;ClrCuUMStunces 
Sr 


| Christmas Cards 


doesn't | 


nside Stuff—Pictures 


Bill Kelly, when he retires from its post as the Metro studio liaison 
in the east this week, will have rounded out very close to 50 years in 
the business. He started in February, 1906, as a reel boy and assistant 
operator at the Nickoiette on 125th St., N. Y. After a turn at the 
Kalem Co. and World Film, he joined the Goldwyn Co. in 1919 and 
has been with M-G ever since. During World War II, Kelly did work 
for Army Intelligence and the O. S. S. He was also chairman of the 
committee that furnished 16m prints to the Armed Forces during 
World War II. Kelly noted this week that, despite the passage of 
years, nothing very much had changed in the industry. 

“If there is anything that’s missing it’s the intimate touches-in our 
films,” he said. “They are huge, but most of them don’t have quite 
the entertainment value they used to have.” Kelly intenas to settle 
down in Miami. 


+h 


After three weeks touring the Soviet Union a group of 10 Yugoslav 
newspaper editors returned home. As by an order, all of them started 
writing their impressions on the Russian way of life. The editor of 
leading daily Politika of Belgrade, Danilo Puric, writing on the Rus- 
sian arts, theatres and pix, said among other things: 

“We noticed that very few foreign films are on the programs of 
Russian movies, except, of course, the films produced in the countries 
of the eastern block. Lately, however, some French, italian, Indian and 
even Argentina films are shown, but only in Moscow. The American 
films are completely unknown, and an intellectual from Ukraine. with 
whom I had chance to discuss various questions told me quite serious!y 
that the Americans are producing only westerns. I tried very hard to 
persuade him that it was not true. that America produces other films 
too, and that great number of them are excellent.” 

Over the years, pix crix have been alternately panned or lauded by 
trade executives. In June, 1933, a VARtETY banner story noted that pie 
reviewers are “easier on the screen than the legit boys a-e on the 
stage. Compared to sports writers, they are pressagents.” Another 
excerpt from the same story: ‘‘The industry’s private record shows 
that time and time again producers who burned over pannings ad- 
| mitted after the first six or eight weeks of the picture’s release that 
| they were a little hasty on the critics No more than a mother 
could be expecied to accept adverse criticism of an offspring, can a 
producer ever have the slant, at least initially, that his brainchild is 
anything except a success.” 

Thus, a 22-year-old story provides a footnote to the recent Variety 
piece on how distributors were miffed over critical raps given three 
new pictures. 


Catholic Church members who attend the exhibition of 
motion pictures drew criticism from the Very Rev. James E. O'Neil, 
rector of Mater Christi Seminary. Albany, N. Y. and moderator of the 
First Friday Club, in a brief talk (2) at the unit’s monthly luncheon 
in the De Witt Clinton Hotel. ‘Catholics who disregard the advice 


“indecent” 


communicants and to non-Catholics,” 
introducing the main speaker, the Rev. Joseph P. Conway, vice-chan- 
cellor of the Albany Diocése. Father Conway declared that ‘“‘What is 
morally right for a Catholic is just as right for a non-Catholic.” 


commented Father O'Neil. in 


“Trial,” the Metro filmization of the Don Mankiewicz Harper prize 
novel, is being backed by a hefty national magazine and billboard ad 
campaign. Total circulation of mags selected is said to be over 21.- 
000,000. An offbeat insertion inciudes space in the American Bar 
Assn, Journal, aimed at luring lawyers to see the courtroom action 
of the film. The billboard campaign, first for Metro in many years, 
calls for the posting of 855 24-sheets a month in advance of openings 
in 18 territories. As a promotion tie-in for the film, M-G has arranged 
with Grosset & Dunlap for a special hardcover edition of the nel 
priced at $1.79, with each copy featuring a paper band calling atten- 
tion to the Metro production. Special advertising displays for book- 
stores are being sent out by the publisher. 





Some kind of record has been chalked up by freelance writer Max 
Weinberg, who specializes in writing scripts for dubbing. In the last 
several months, W einberg has written English dialog scripts for 11 
feature films—one in — release—the other 10 upcoming. Now 
running on Broadway “Ulysses.” for which Weinberg wrote English 
dialog. Others ‘in od the recently-completed “Heidi and Peter,” 
scheduled for Christmas release by United Artists; “Lucretia Borgia.” 


“Grimm's Fairy Tales,” “Rossana,” “Midnight Lovers,’ “The City 
Stands Trial,” “A Husband for Anna,” ‘Mother Holly,” “Manon” and 
“The Queen’s Lover.” Last three are for television showing. Lan- 


guages of originals were French, Spanish, Italian and German. 





Raymond Dilloway, projectionist at the Strong Theatre, Burlington, 
Vt., for the past 30 years, has been cited in local new spapers as an in- 
spiring example of what a courageous person can accomplish despite 
physical handicaps. Although he has suffered from the disease of 
multiple sclerosis for 20 years, he has worked steadily at his regular 
job, as well as studying art at the U. of Vermont and exhibiting his 


paintings. His wife, Lena, was recently named as city chairman in 
the Chittenden County drive to raise funds to aid MS victims. 
Walt Disney repeats with another creation as one of the four 1955 


which the Motion. Picture 
to raise coin for its activities. 
The other three are “Noel.” 


Relief Fund is offering 
His is tagged ‘‘Christmas Por- 
by Charles deRavenne; “The Back- 


this year 
trait.” 


























| drop,” Edward S. Haworth; and “Camera Caper,” Gene Johnson. Dis- 
i ney s card last year was one of the best sellers. 
‘OkI N 
ad. NO KiVai— 
a 
— —_—aneas Continued from page 7 ~ 
years, While Cinerama continues to, one year in St. Louis, one year 


stress a new experience for the and three months in Minneapolis, 


audience, 


one year in Cincinnati, and nine 
Of course, there are neutral ob- months in Dallas. 
servers who feei that the public The Los Angeles engagement of 
will accept and pay for all forms “This Is Cinerama.” which began 
of new entertainment and that’ April 29, 1953, will continue to 
nene of the attractions will neces- Nov, 16 of this vear, when ‘“‘Ciner- 
sarily be in a competitive position. | ama Holiday” will be substituted. 
Meanwhile, Cinerama has sub-| In Washington, “Holiday” will be 
stituted “Cinerama Holiday” for brought in on Sept. 28 with “This 
“This Is Cinerama” in 11 of its 15 | Is Cinerama” winding up atter 
domestic situations The initial punning since Nov. 5, 1953. No 
Cinerama pic enjoyed runs of from detes have been set as yet for 
nine months to two and half vears “liolidav” in Buffalo or Montreal, 
in the 11 spots, playing two and) where “This Is Cinerama” opened 
half years in New York, one year on March 16, 1955 and Dec. 12, 
and 11 months in Detroit, one 1954 respectively. 
year year and 11 months in Chi- The initial picture will continue 
cago, one year and five months in) iis foreign engagements, ha\ ing 
Poiladelphia, one year and one opened in London Sept. 30, 1954 
nonth in Pittsburgh, one vear and Tokyo, Jan. 4, 1955; Osaka, Jan. 14 
eight months in San Francisco, one | °55: Milan. April 9, '55; Paris, Mi 
year and eight months in Boston, 17, 55, and Rome June 28, ‘55. 
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DARRYL F. ZANUCK 


WILL PERSONALLY PRODUCE 


GREGORY PECK 


WILL STAR IN 


NUNNALLY JOHNSON 


WILL WRITE THE SCREEN PLAY 
AND DIRECT 


et deed °° 8 


SOON TO START PRODUCTION IN 


CINEmaScoPE 





4 pothe? great 


- Best-Seller Joins 
20th’s Great Roster 
Of Pre-Sold 


Properties! 


AVAILABLE FOR 
EASTER WEEK 
1956! 
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Ist Lesit House in Champ Fight Setup; 
Canada Also Joining in Event 


For the first time 
tory of the closed-circuiting of | 
championship fights to theatres, a | 
legit house will be included in the 
Theatre Network Television lineup 
of the Rocky Marciano-Archie 
Moore title bout oa Sept. 20. In 
a unique deal set by Nate Halpern, 
TNT prexy, and Fred Waring, ar- 
rangements have been concluded 
for the presentation of the fight 
at the Nixon Theatre, 1,710-seat 
Pittsburgh legiter, in conjunction 
with the Waring unit show, ‘Hear! 





Hear!” The Waring show is due in 


New York Sept. 26 at the Ziegfeld | 


Theatre. 

The two-for-one combo of musi- 
cal attraction and fight at the Nix- 
on will 


will be presented at 7:30 p.m., with | 
the fight. originating from Yankee 4 


Stadium, N. Y., scheduled to go 


on at 10:30 p.m. A mobile large- | 


Ton Mexican Producers 


screen tv projection unit, provided 
by TNT, will be installed at the 
theatre. 

Addition of the Nixon to the 
closed-circuit fight network gives 
Pittsburgh a total of four theatres 
which will carry the event. The 
three picture houses—Penn, J. P. 
Harris, and Stanley—are already 
sold out at a $5 top, which includes 
a picture and the bout. Interest 
in the fight in Pitt, four theatres 
being a high for a closed-circuit 
event, is indicative of the manner 
in which the attraction is being re- 
ceived throughout the country. 


May Hit Peak 120 Theatres 


TNT has signed contracts for 
102 theatres in 75 cities, a new 


record, and expects the lineup to 
hit 120 theatres by fight time. The 
102 total far surpasses the 86 the- 


| 


! 


receipts. 

Ordinarily Brink’s Inc. would 
| have handled deposits daily but 
| Chicago area Brink’s’ employes | 





atres in 59 cities which carried the 
Marciano-Don Cockell: bout last 
May. The enlarged hookup has 
been made possible by the use of | 
mobile units which TNT has been | 
renting to theatres. On the basis | 
of the current tabulation. It’s fig- 
ured that over 
be available. If a sellout or near 
is achieved at an average admission 
price of $3.50, it'll be possible to 
hit a $1,000,000 gate from theatres 
alone. Included in the lineup are 
seven drive-ins. Admissions around 
the country will run from a min- 
imum of $2.50 to a high of $7.20, 


| market shows that, as of Aug. 


with $3.50 generally considered 
the average. 
Upcoming event will be first | 


closed-circuit fight to reach Can- 


ada. Deal was set with Loew’s Up- | 


in Toronto after TNT worked 
out technical and customs 
lems before allocating the 
a mobile unit. A line 
was arranged with the cooperation 
ot the Canadian Broadcasting Co. 
and the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. At first, 
customs officials ruled that the 
projection unit could not enter the 
country without meeting tariff reg- 
ulations, even though it was only 
on a loan, 


ton 


house 


Atlanta’s Ist Glance 
Atlanta, Sept. 6. 
Fight fans are going to get their 
first look at theatre’ television 
Sept. 20 when Rocky Marciano and 
Archie Moore do their stuff on the 
screens of the Roxy and Royal 
Theatres. Roxy, operated by Wilby 


Theatres, will accommodate 2,500 
white patrons, while Royal, a 
Negro house operated by Bailey 


Theatres, will seat 1,000. Royal put 


tickets on sale at $3.10, including | 


tax, while Roxy stated they planned 
to charge “around $3.” 

Atlanta has a large Negro pop- 
dilation and the title fight has gen- 
erated a great deal of interest. 
hence the debut of Nate Halpern’s 
TNT (Theatre Network Television) 
should be an auspicious one, and 
protitable to both Royal and Roxy 
managements, , 

Hub Drive-In Exclusive 
Boston, Sept. 6 

ATC Theatres has inked 
Rocky Marciano-Archie 
fight for the North R 
In on Sept. 28, which 
Only spot the 
cult ti 


the 
Moore 
ading Drive- 
will the 
closed cir- 


be 
showing 
lecast. 
_ No Hub picture houses are carry- 
ing and no other New England 
drive-in will have it. according to 
: ATC. Special equipment is now 
\ being installed for the tele- 


‘ 


largest 
Cast picture ever shown in the area 


in the his-+ 


prob- , 
| can 
clearance | 


Canadian | 





Brink’s Strike Gives 
Ill. Robbers Big Haul 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 


Two masked bandits robbed the | 


Sunset Drive-in Theatre in Skokie, 
Iil., just outside Chicago, of $16,- 
800 last Monday. The gunmen pull- 
ed the job an hour before a Skokie 


police car was to have picked up | 
the manager to deposit receipts in | 


a bank. The sum represented an 


| accumulation of more than a w eek’s 


be scaled at a $7.20 top | have been on strike for almost a | 


including tax. The Waring offering | 


| month. It’s first instance of large 
| theatre receipts, accumulated be- 
'cause of the strike, being stolen 


since the walkout started. 





Luring H’wood Partners 
Via Joint Film Setuns 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Top Mexican producers are mak- 
ing a pitch for co-production deals 
with Hollywood producers, with a 
big spurt in below-border produc- 
tion, according to agent Paul Koh- 
ner, who returned recently from 
an annual visit. Pedro Gallindo is 
due this week for talks. Gregorio 
Walerstein, who has already signed 
to make “Living God” jointly with 

Albert Lewin, is due in shortly. 


Five Mexican producers in all 
are opening negotiations, includ- 











Scientific Sell 


Continued from page 5 





, 


the b.o. blueprinted for “Hours.’ 

For one, Par is convinced that 
word-of-mouth is the most potent 
selling facter, and the way to start 
it in motion is to reach opinion 
makers at all geographic points, 
not just the big population centres. 

Advertising is rated an adjunct 
to the word-of-mouth campaign, 
being a “conditioning factor.” But 
| Par nonetheless is not giving paid- 
| for space the brush, having ear- 
| 





marked $500,000 for the ‘‘Hours” 
media budget. This is believed 
highest in the company’s history 
in ad expenditure for a dramatic 
pic. 

An unusually extensive schedule 
of screenings is Par’s way of stir- 
ring that word-of-mouth. As a 
| means of underscoring the “event” 
the showings, partici- 
| pants at these will include ‘Wyler, 
production chief Don Harman, 
board chairman Adolph Zukor, 
Joseph Hayes (who wrote the origi- 
nal novel, then the legit drama- 
tization and now the “Hours” 
script), and whichever personalities 
are available. 

First unveilings are to be in 
N.Y. and L.A., these being re- 
garded as the major penetration 
areas, At the Criterion Theatre in 
Gotham, and with Hartman, Hayes 
and Zukor hosting, ‘‘Hours” will 
be screened three times tomorrow 
(Thurs.), each to be accompanied 
by a breakfast, luncheon, cocktail 
party or dinner. Hartman and Wyler 
will be at two Coast showings Sept. 
12 at the Hollywood Paramount 
Theatre. 


On the invite lists for both are 
press, radio-tv and magazine reps 


| nature of 





and bookers from all principal 
| theatre chains. 
Hartman, incidentally, is in 


ing Ollalo Rwbio, who has “Four | Spring Lake, N. J., today to show 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” and | the film to the 80 execs attending 


owns all Ibanez works; Miguel Zac- 


|arias, angling Vicki Baum’s ‘‘Head- 
' less Angel,” and Roberto Galvaldon, 
f | who megged Disney’s “Littlest Out- 


law’ in Mexico. Hefty move is 
also on for Hollywoodites to loca- 
tion in Mexico. Kohner also re- 


‘ aii 4]) }ports a big Mexican theatre-build- 
SOG ROS seats wie |ing program, with six in Mexico 
City last year. 


15,269 US.-CAN. HOUSES 
NOW 





SET WITH C’SCOPE 


Latest compilation of Cinema- 


Scope installations in the domestic | 


27, 


there were 15,269 houses equipped, | 
including 11,732 indoor situations | 


and 2,941 drive-ins. 

Of the 15,269, the possibilities, 
i.e., theatres that any one picture 
play without repeats, ran 
Hy be @ 

Breakdown, compiled by 20th- 
Fox, showed the Canadian count 
af 934 C’Scope installations, with 
770 possibilities. According to 
20th, there are 2,133 theatres in 


| Canada, with 1,343 possibilities. 


In the U. S., with 21,017 the- 
atres and 14,374 possibilities, 20th 
|ecounted 14,335 C’Scope _installa- 
tions with approximately 11,957 
possibilities. C’Scope installations 
| are still being reported at an aver- 
age rate of 100 a week. 





Rowley Stock to UATC 


Dallas, Sept. 6. 
All of the Class A stock of*Row- 
ley United Theatres Inc. here was 
acquired last week by United Art- 
fists Theatres Circuit Inc. The 





| Rowley circuit operates eight the- | 


in @Qak Ct. 
| Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas. 

George P. Skouras, prez of 
| UATC, said the stock was acquired 
‘from members of the Rowley fam- 
iiy. The United Artists organiza- 
' tion owned 50% of the Southwest- 
ern’s circuit’s stock prior to the 
transaction. Members of the Row- 
ley family received UATC Inc. 
common stock in return for the 
Rowley stock. 


| atres and 102 in 


Lease Rochester Ozoner 
Rochester, Sept. 6. 

Midwest Drive-in Theatres Inc. 

of Boston, headed by Phil Smith, 

toox the 1,000-car Empire Drive-in 

Theatre near here on longterm 

lease. New lessee plans to increase 
the site’s capacity to 1,500 cars. 





Built and opened in 1950, the 
Empire has been operated since | 
then by H. Graden Hodges. Lease 


to Midwest was consummated 
through Berk & Krumgold, theatre 
broke rs. 


| 

| 

| 

| é 

| Second wave of screenings fol- 


to | 


the annual United Paramount 
Theatres convention, 


*Master’ Showings 


lows shortly after. These are to 
| be “master” showings in N.Y., 
| L. A., Chicago, Toronto and Wash- 
| ington. Guests of Par at these will 
| be critics, editors, publishers, etc., 
| from 201 selected areas around 
| the country, for the most part 
| cities of 100,000 or over in popula- 
tion. There are exceptions, though, 
'for although Galveston has about 
| 85,000 population, its surrounding 
|; area is taken into consideration. 

| Par is stressing 
| keteers will be asked to do nothing 


| but see the pie and receive a copy 
of the book, the script, stills and 
promotional material. 

| Wave No. 3 will be screenings 
|in all key cities one month before 
|the local playdates, with similar 
{opinion makers” invited and this 
iis to be followed by still another 
round of unreelings 10 days to two 
weeks in advance of the opening 
at the theatre that has booked 
i “Hours.” 

! 








| Disk Clubs 








Continued from pare 1 —— 


guarantee $500,000 annually for 12 
LP releases. (It’s understood that 


Record of the Month made the of- 

fer.) The N. Y. Philharmonic 
aoa earn that much in record 
| royalties in seven years, Conkling 
| stated, but with the Col disk club 
| plan it’s now possible that 
half-million annual-take may be 
matched. 


Other Col pactees who have re- 


dolf Serkin, the Philadelphia Sym- 
phony, the Boston Symphony, the 
Cleveland Symphony and Andre 
Kostelanetz. Conkling claimed that 
Serkin was offered a $25,000 guar- 
antee for only two LP releases. 
That would be hard figure for Col 
to match unless it, too, went into 
the record club biz. 

Although the record club over- 
tures thus far have been confined 
to classical artists, Conkling 
lieves that it would spread to the 
jazz and pop field. 

The raidings, Conkling believes 
had to be nipped in the bud to 
protect his company as well as the 
dealer. If the disk clubs hadn’t 
been stymied in their 
| win over top names, 
states, Col’s catalog 
been hurt and dealers’ inventory 
of disks cut by artists who had 
moved over to a record club would 
| lose their original value. 





Conkling 
would have 





the data have cued the attack on | 


that the jun- | 


the | 


ceived record club offers are Ru- | 


be- | 


efforts to | 





Am t Stock Quotati 
(N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (6) 
Net 
1955 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
Hich Low ‘'n 106s Hich Low Close for week 
3314 221g, Am Br-Par Th 141 3014 2958 30 i 46 
BA 20 CBS “A” oo 2634 2554 2634 +11% 
31 24144 CBS “B” 35-26 25% 26 41 % 
257% 2414 Col. Pix 21 257% 25 2514 as 
18% 145g, Decca Bone MOE 1638 16 16 — % 
8234 ff Eastman Kdk 85 8914 7914 8014 +114 
538 35g EMI Here a 272 SR 35g — 14 
2458 1712 Loew’s pre is 23% 23 2358 + %4 
12144 9 °#£Nat. Thea. 84 1034 1N1% 10 ee 
445, 36 Paramount .. 21 4114 40 41 +1 
334 635 PHUICO «...... 59 3678 3558 3614 — 3% 
5538 36°94 RCA ere i 50% 47°58 4814 —17% 
1034 a RKO Picts. . 176 R34 714 758 +%%4 
IZ 812 RKO Thea... 37 1 1078 197% ae 
11% 57g Republic .... 111 1014 9148 1014 +1i% 
1534 1334 Rep., pfd. ... 20 1558 1514 1558 + 4% 
2° 1834 Stanley War ya 1914 1914 1936 + 144 
315g 2514 20th-Fox .... 73 2278 2814 2814 + 3% 
31 2634 Univ. Pix ... 8 2912 2834 2834 paar 
91 S234 Univ., pid.... *30 81 81 81 
2114 18% Warner Bros 27 21 2034 20% + 4% 
134 86 Zenith .... 22 1241% 122 123% +134 
American Stock Exchange 
6144, 4 Allied Artists 144 6 514 6 + 3 
1314 934 Alld Art. pfd. 23 131% gb 1234 + 5% 
17% 13% DuMont.... 49 15 1456 1434 + 14 
8 35g Skiatron 17 414 4 4 — 
1638 1334 Technicolor 43 14% 1434 147% — 
442 388. Trans-Lux 20 334 358 334 a= 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
Chesapeake TIGUSUICS ..c.iccccccccssese 456 93 — 
Cinerama Inc. ....... {iseeeeeewengex: Wee 214 - 
Oo i. ae ere 434 534 + 38 
CE UE dca co ecdaseeaweneeeseeeens® 28 3% oe 
ee els cite oe ee ; 6d 67 — 
i a SOD enn 0uneSheees saceseneasa BO 18 + %4 
Walt Disney ienkebkeesebeveswesaesace: =e 42 +1 
* Actual Volume. 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 























| paying $350,000 for rights to pre- 


the conclusion of 
run. He added his deals with talent 
for the legiter will include partici- 
pation in the tv airing. 


Gregory used for “Don Juan in 
Hell” and “John Brown’s Body,” 





Rather than the bare stage which | 


Gne World of Show Biz 


| Continued from page 3 * 
_a deal set with CBS-TV, the latter , follow 








“Naked,” with production 
sked yet to be mapped. John Pat- 


sent the play as a spectacular upon | rick is adapting the Dickens tale. 
its Broadway | 


For February, 1956, Gregory has 
on his calendar the production of 
“The Day Lincoln Was Shot,” as a 
spectacular on CBS-TV. He’ll fol- 
low this with a picturization of the 


| Jim Bishop book, he said. 


the producer will set up a novel | 


| first 


|treadmill which will revolve | 
|around the stage, carrying back- 
drop scenery and _ players’ for 


“Banjo.” It will be electrically op- 


stage will be keeping it in motion 
with a handwheel device. 
Helen Deutsch, now winding up 


of newspaper, poster and other 
minstrel material into story form. 
Gregory said he did considerable 
research on this bygone entertain- 
ment form in New Orleans. Wal- 
ter Schuman will do the music, 
catalog tunés will be used to punc- 
| tuate time periods and a couple of 
pop writers will be retained for 
new cleffing. Director is as yet 
not set. 

Gregory plans to open “Banjo” 
on the Coast next May, run six 
; weeks, switch to Chicago for Sep- 





|tember-October and bow in N.Y. 
| in November. Somewhere in be- 


tween he wants a portion of it tele- 
vised. And following the CBS 
spectacular, a Hollywood adapta- 
tion is not inconceivable. 

Gregory’s “Three for Tonight,” 
with Marge & Gower Champion, 
Harry Belafonte and the Schuman 
Voices, was televised following its 
| Gotham run, and after tv there 
| was a booking at the Greek The- 
|atre, L. A. According to Gregory, 
|a guarantee of $25,000 for the 
| Coast engagement was withdrawn 
| because of the tv outing. He agreed 
| to stage the entry anyway and an 
| advance of $71,008 was rung up. 

Left Wanting 

Gregory said he believes tv in 
such instances is great if the audi- 
ence is “left wanting—feeling that 
| they haven’t seen the whole show 





and wanting to in its original 
| form.” 

| . . ° 

His immediate concern is 


“Fahrenheit 451.” Ray Bradberry 
is due to deliver the script by 
| Sept. 15 or shortly after and then 
| ‘lll get going immediately,” com- 
mented Gregory. He’d like to have 
Lloyd Nolan or John Hodiak for 
the play, he added. 

Gregory, who has numerous pro- 
jects underway, or at least in some 
stage of development, has penciled 
{in “Bleak House” 


as the play to’ 


erated, but ostensibly two boys on | 


a Metro contract, is putting a fund | 





Gregory also noted he recently 
acquired stage-screen rights to 
Thomas Wolfe’s works and of these 
“Web and the Rock” figures as the 
show business venture for 
him, initially as a pic. 








Pulitzer Prize 


Continued from page 1 eww 





motion picture industry, agreeing 
that the Committee’s non-recogni- 
tion of films has “substantial justi- 
fication.” ‘The creative control of 
pictures has been wrested from 
the writers and has been vested in 
the director and producer. In 
only the most scattered and spo- 
radic cases has creative writing 
been recognized or encouraged. 


“Television is young—scracely 
eight years old—yet in that time 
it has encouraged more original, 
more creative, and more courag- 
eous thought than pictures have in 
half a century. But it is in a criti- 
cal position; strong forces are be- 
ing mustered to dampen that crea- 
tivity and courage to enforce con- 
formity, not with the standards of 
a national press or a free and vig- 
orous theatre, but with the emascu- 
lated standards of motion pictures. 
Nothing could mare effectively op- 
pose the pressures exerted on telee 
vision today than a recognition by 
the Pulitzer Prize Committee of 
the best that television has to 
offer.” 

Miner cited such _ television 
works as Rod Serling’s “Patterns,” 
Paddy Chayefsky’s “Marty,” Regi- 
nald Rose’s “‘Twelve Angry Men,” 
Michael Dyne’s. “Pontius Pilate” 
and Joseph Liss’ “Death of Socra- 
tes.” These, he declared, “were 
in no instance the output of high- 
priced hacks. But the pressure is 
already on to turn them into just 
that—to buy them at a high salary 
to become adaptors of creative out- 


put, not the creators they have 
been.” 
In the field of radio-tv report- 


ing, Miner pointed to Edward R. 


|v v, Erie Sevareid and Howard 
4 as cases where “recogni- 
these men need carry no 
t. ‘ a patronizing attitude to- 


ward a new medium.” 


a 
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A Picture 
You'll Hear 
A Great Deal 
About.... 





IT STARTED SO INNOCENTLY-A 





\\ ee oe gan aay, 


~~ at 
£ 
' 
peer 
x See 


PICTURIZATION OF THE STARTLING PRIZE NOVEL 


BOY AND A GIRL ON 


TELLING THEM ABOUT IT! 


Billboards! 
Giant posting campaign of 
the 24-sheet below in: 


Atlanta New Orleans 
Baltimore Omaha 
Boston Philadelphia 
Buffalo Portland, Ore. 
Chicago Richmond 
Dallas St. Louis 
Memphis Salt Lake City 
Nashville San Francisco 
New Haven Seattle 
Newspapers! 


Sock campaign, teasers and 
display nationwide! 


Magazines! 


Dramatic ads in the following 
publications: 

Life Time 

Look Parents’ Magazine 
Collier’s The Saturday Review 


Saturday Evening Post 
American Bar Assn. Journal 


Also ‘‘Lion’s Roar” column in top national 
magazines and ads in all fan magazines. 
Total readership more than 150 millions, 


Radio! TV! 


Exciting radio spots and TV footage add 
countless millions to the record penetra- 
tion for a great attraction. 


A BEACH, THEN... 
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Saul Rogers and Lewis J. Selznick | lywood. 


had handed him a round-robin 
letter, signed by 10 producers, 1n- 
viting him to head up a new as- | 
sociation. He notes that, except for | 
newsreels, “I had never been iden- | 
tified with any phase of motion | 
pictures.” And he recalls how he 
posed to himself the question ‘Why | 
me?” The moment he accepted the | 
post, he was charged with having 


been “bought.” 
‘Growing-Up’ Stage 
The film biz part of the 


“\Iemoirs” hold fascination not 
only for what it reveals about the 
nature of Hays, but more impor- | 
tantly because it spans the crucial | 
“srowing-up” stage of the industry, | 
an era beset with myriads of prob- 
lems and difficulties ranging from | 
the internal to the external and 
centering, at least in Hays’ narra- 
tive, primarily on the attempt to) 
bring decency to the art of the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
} 
} 
| 


screen in its transition to sound | 
and thereafter. | 

Outlined here are the moves | 
leading to the formation of the | 


association and the establishment 
of the industry’s Production Code; 
the depression; the play of pres- 
sure and  counter-pressure_ as | 
Hollywood tossed atop the turbu- 
lence created by changing social 
and economic patterns and the on- | 
coming of the war years. Internal- 
ly, too, there was trouble a-plenty 
for Hays to attend to until, in 1945, 
he handed over his scepter to Eric | 
Johnston ‘he mentions him only | 
once and without a comment). 

It is curious, reading Hays’ out- | 
line of immediate problems con- | 
fronting him as he took over in | 
March, 1922, that these difficulties 
seem to parallel the ones faced to- 
day by Johnston and his staff— | 
internal disorder — censorship — | 
Mexican diplomatic crisis over | 
films—improving picture quality— 
improving quality of advertising. ! 
The names of the men who grap- | 
pled with these problems have 
changed ‘at least some), but the | 
problems themselves still are shy 
of solution. : 

Hays probably fought as hard | 
for self-regulation and the Code | 
as any man and he gives elaborate 
credit to Martin Quigley and | 
Father Lord for putting its basic | 
premise on paper. Hays expresses | 
the highest regard for Quigley | 
and, later in the book, relates how | 
he used him and Joseph I. Breen 
to placate the Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Motion Pictures at | 
its 1934 meet in Cincinnati. 

That was the same year when the 
National Legion of Decency was | 
formed and Hays, himself an in- | 
veterate crusader for “clean” pix, | 
who in this respect frequently | 
sided with the industry’s critics, | 
says he welcomed its cooperation | 
“with open arms.” He added: 

“To this day, the majority of 
people probably consider’ the 
Legion’s work an ‘attack.’ I saw 
it as a ‘defense’ of the moral stand- 
ards we had ourselves adopted. We 
actually created a ‘mutual defense’ 
pact that finally made the Code a 
working reality.” Hays, who in the 
*30s named Breen head of the Code, 
didn’t live to see the day when the 
Legion would castigate the Code’s 
“deteriorating” values and would 
openly clash with its new admin- 
istrator, Geoffrey Shurlock. 

Press As Instrument 


Throughout his administration, 
Hays used the press as a conven- 
ient instrument rather than a me- 
dium of communication with sup- 
posedly free access to the news. 
He must have thought highly of 
his own speeches, and those of his 
contemporaries, for he quotes from 
them at length. Variety is men- 
tioned on several occasions, but 
Hays quite obviously was not in 
the cheering section of this paper, 
which was frequently critical of 
his policies. When Variety did 
approve, he quotes it with relish. 

With the rise of dictatorship in 
Italy, Germany and Japan, the 
problems of the film biz abroad 
multiplied. There is a vivid de- 
scription in the book of a visit 
Hays had with Mussolini. It ended 
with the dictator making a con- 
cession (later partially withdrawn). 
As the interview ended, Hays 
wrote: “He squared away, put his 
right hand on my shoulder as he 
said with a proud blend of jovial- 
ity and authority, ‘Well, Hays, we 
fixed it!’ In another chapter, Hays 
describes a visit with Father 
Coughlin on the basis of a report 
that the priest would extend his 
alleged anti-Semitic slant to Hol- 








;a position where he asked 


Nill Hays’ Says of Films 
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Havs apparently talked 
Coughlin out of his plan, all the 
while describing Father Coughlin 
with a degree of restrained ap- 
proval. 

Having spent considerable time 
outlining Catholic and Protestant 


objections to film content, Presby- 


terian Hays has an_e effective 
“scene” detailing his conversation 
with Pope Pius XI in which the 


| late Pope expressed admiration for 
| Hays’ work. 


“It was an inspiring 
experience for which I shall never 
cease to be thankful,” he wrote. 
Towards the end of the book, he 
devotes some rather dry pages to 
the Presbyterian Pension Fund and 
then makes reference to his last 
act for the industry (after his re- 


|eontempt of Congress. 
| discharged by their respective 
| studios on the “morals clause” in 
their contracts. 

Scott originally filed a $1,314,200 
breach -of-contract suit against 
RKO in 1948, and was awarded a 
$106,644 judgment in a trial end- 
ling Feb. 19, 1952. On April 28, 
/1952, Federal Judge Ben Harrison, 
iwho had heard the first case, 
'granted RKO a motion for a new 
trial, heard last week. 


$25,789 in February, 1952, had this 
|cecision reversed by the U. S. 
'Court of Appeals in 1954, which 
isent case back to the lower court 
'for a new trial, also starting last 
| week and ending with a stipulated 
| dismissal. 


Old Film Stars 
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tirement), i.e. the divvying up of | 


accumulated French coin, a cum- 
bersome proceeding that took close 
to a year. 

“The Memoirs of Will H. Hays,” 
checked for accuracy by his son 
and his widow, recall an industry 
chapter that is vital to anyone seri- 
ously trying to understand the rise 
of the screen to its present dom- 
inance. The book may lack the 
color to go with the welter of 


names and events, but it conveys |. : — ; 
| ing “Foxfire.” in which Chandler 


the steadfastness of its author and 
his abilities as an arbiter of men 
and ideas. 
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for a 
release from his contract which 
guaranteed him $1,000 weekly for 
life. 
Adding It On 

Producer Frank Ross has filed a 
complaint against 20th-Fox ‘or 
breach of contract. He’s seeking 
$470,116 in damages on the claim 
that 20ih made improper charges 
on “The Robe,” alleging that some 


of the costs of the development | 


and exploitation of CinemaScope 


‘were charged against the gross of 


the film, although such items were 
not connected with the production 
of the picture. 

Failure of 20th-Fox and Co- 
lumbia to reach an agreement on 
the takeover of Rita Hayworth’s 
contract saw Miss Hayworth com- 
mence her $175,000 breach of con- 
tract suit against Col. A $50,000 
plagiarism suit was filed last week 
by writer Charles K. Geary against 
Joseph Mankiewicz, Figaro Inc. 
and United Artists. Geary charges 
that Mankiewicz copied the story 
of “The Barefoot Contessa” from 
a scenario Geary wrote in March, 
1943. Hall Bartlett Productions 
filed a $400,000 suit in N. Y. Fed- 
eral Court on the claim that it was 
dissatisfied with the way its pic- 


iture “Crazylegs” was distributed by 


Republic. Bartlett charges Rep 
breached its contract by refusing 
to give an adequate accounting and 
by rendering inaccurate and mis- 
leading statements on the distribu- 
tion of the film. 

In addition, a group of southeast- 
ern exhibitors added to the amount 
of outstanding antitrust litigation, 
iby filing suits against the majors 
itotalling $9,000,000. In the midst 
‘of the new suits, there were a 
‘couple of settlements during the 
|week. Order for a stipulated dis- 
i'missal was signed in Ring Lardner 
|Jr.’s breach of contract suit against 
|20th-Fox and a. stipulated dis- 
;missal was granted in the $75,000 
isuit brought by Kenneth Noyes 
‘against NBC for assertedly ‘“pirat- 
\ing’’ his proposed tv show “Flight 
Log.” 








Scott to Appeal 
Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 

Attorneys for Adrian Scott, 
former RKO producer, will appeal 
a Federal Court decision favoring 
the studio in a suit brought by 
Scott for firing him after he re- 
fused to testify before the House 
Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee in 1947. 

Ring Lardner Jr., who brought 
}suit against 20th-Fox on similar 
, charges, dropped his case via a 
stipulated dismissal, after attor- 
‘nevs for both sides had agreed on 
| action. Writer asked that 
,case be dismissed with prejudice, 
|meaning it cannot be tried again 
on the facts of the original filing. 

Both Lardner and Scott, mem- 
bers of the so-called Hollywood 
“Unfriendly 10” who refused to 
testify before the Government com- 
mittee investigating Communist 
activities, served prison terms for 





the | 


| “Strategic Air Command.” It’s 
|taken for granted that practically 
| anything Stewart appears in these 
days makes money. And the actor 
| has becn cashing in big on some 
percentage deals. 

Surprise hit on Broadway at the 
| moment is ‘Female on the Beach,” 
| starring Joan Crawford. who was 
| a star back in the silent davs. She’s 
| playine opposite Jeff Chandler. 
| “Female,” incidentally, is outdraw- 


| was paired with a “new.” face, Jane 
Russell. 
Doing The Decades 


Humphrey Bogart, the screen’s 
(and b.o.’s) “old reliab'e,” has a 
starring part in “My Three 
Angels.” He made his debut in 
pix in the early ’30’s. Katharine 
Hepburn carries practically the en- 
tire picture in “Summertime.” She 
was first seen on the screen back 
in 1933 and has made pix steadily 
since. Hoofer Fred Astaire, whose 
latest is ‘‘Daddy Long Legs,” ap- 
peared in his first film, ‘‘Dancing 
Lady,” also in 1933. He’s still going 
strong. So is that ‘old reliable, 
Gerv Ccoper. 

List is practically endless. It 
includes names like Clark Gable, 
| Bette Davis, John Wayne, Betty 
| Grable, Spencer Tracy, Ginger 
| Rogers, Fred MacMurray, Ray 
Milland, Bob Hope and_ Bing 
Crosby, Lana Turner, Rita Hay- 
worth, Dick Powell, Susan Hay- 
ward and Edward G. Robinson. 

While it’s acknowledged that the 
industry’s b.o. rests almost four- 
square on these durable personali- 
ties (at least when it comes to 
names), execs are also aware of 
the fact that a new generation of 
filmgoers is growing up and that 
a new set of screen idols hasn’t 
developed with it. With the ex- 
ception of Marilyn Monroe and 
Marlon Brando, few young per- 
formers have managed to reach any 
b.o. stature that can equal that of 
the long-established players. 

On the other hand, within re- 
cent years, there’s been a tendency 
to play down the marquee and play 
up film content. Pix like “Marty” 
are the result. 

Companies are aware, of course, 
that the passage of years is be- 
ginning to whittle away at the 
appeal of the stars of yesteryear. 
The group that still holds b.o. 
magic on its palm, and who will 
command an audience for their 
own sake, is shrinking steadily. 
Result is Hollywood’s current and 
considerable casting problems, with 
top players scarce and expensive. 
Fact that a Clark Gable can still 
command a percentage of the gross 
is indicative of the extent to which 
the select few are able to name 
their own figures. 
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ently have stopped worrying about 
the free ads. 

In the case of several of the 
companies, the reel today is 
counted as a standard promotional 
side, much as would a tv clip. 
Feeling now seems to be that, while 
it’s true that exhibs pay for the 
reel, this is no time for quibbling, 
and anything that will serve as an 
advance “sell” for a pic should be 
accepted for the good of both the- 
atre and distrib. 

Quiie often the plugs are tied 
to a legitimate event. For in- 
stance, the current Universal news- 
reel has shots of Audie Murphy 
|;putting in an appearance at 2 
VFW affair. Tied in are extensive 
shots of the coincidental opening 
of “To Hell and Back” for which 





| Murphy was present, with the 
|camera lingering lengthily on the 
| theatre marquee and the pic's 


| title. 


Both were | 


Lardner, granted a judgment of | 


|other from Paramount, 


en 
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(Continued from page 8) 
formance a sellout. Terrific $30,- 
000. Last week, $31,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
\“The Kentuckian” (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $6,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1)—‘Mis- 

ter Roberts” (WB) (6th wk). Un- 
doubtedly could stay on, but must 
depart because it becomes avail- 
able to neighborhood houses in 
‘early 28-day slot. Strong $6,000. 
| Last week, $6,000. 
| Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-$1)— 
| “To Catch Thief” (Par). Sock $17,- 
| 000. Last week, “Love Splendored 
| Thing” (20th) (2d wk), $8,000. 
' RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
| $1)—“Pete Kelly’s. Blues” (WB) 
|(2d wk). Moves to RKO-Pan after 
this stanza. Robust $9,000. Last 
i week, $17,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 65-85)— 
“7 Angry Men” (AA) and “Big Tip 
Off” (AA). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
i“Man From Laramie” (Col), (4th 
wk), $5,500 at 85-$1. 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1)—“‘Seven 
Little Foys’” (Par). Bob Hope a 
local favorite and they like this 
one. Strong $12,000. Last weex, 
“Private War of Major Benson” 
(U), $11,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 75-$1.20)— 
“Not As Stranger’ (UA) (8th wk). 
Winds up sensational run with neat 
$4,800. Last week, $4,600. 


Pix Biz Brisk 
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vehicles. It got as hieh s< fifth 
place one week. 

“We're No Angels” (Par) wound 
up eighth, being among the top 
nine films three weeks during 
August. “Seven Little Foys,” an- 
finished 
ninth. It was fourth-place winner 
in July. ‘“‘Cobweb” (M-G), inclined 
to be uneven nationally, rounds 
out the Top 10 list. 

“The Shrike” (U), which was a 
bit slow getting around on its play- 


dates, paced the runnerup pix for 
the month. “How to Be Popular” 
(20th), “Marty” (UA) and “Cine- 
rama” (Indie) were the other run- 
nerup films in that order. Last- 
named was showing in only four 
or five keys much of the month, 
having been supplanted by “Cine- 
rama Holiday” in many keys in 
August. 


‘Thief’ Looms Big 


“To Catch a Thief” (Par) was 
not included in the month’s list- 
ings because only out on release 
for two weeks. It looks like a big 
comer, winding up near the top as 
the month closed. Cary Grant- 
Grace Kelly starrer shapes as Para- 
mount’s latest b.o. tall grosser. 


“Private War of Mejor Benson” 
(U), also new, showed enough to 
cop 10th place one week and fin- 
ish a runnerup production in an- 
other stanza. “Summertime” (UA), 
rather backward in getting started 
around, shows real promise, as 
predicated on placing 10th one 
week and seventh another. 


“Love Is Many’ Splendored 
Thing” (20th) also shapes as a big 
grosser, based on the lone week it’ 
was out in distribution. It wound 
up fourth that one week. “Ken- 
tuckian” (UA), slowly _ getting 
around late in the month, came 
through with enough big engage- 
ments to indicate strong potentiali- 
ties. ‘Female on Beach” (U), new 
Joan Crawford starrer, started out 
with some solid to great dates. 


“Wichita” (AA) showed some 
surprisingly stout biz on its initial 
playdates. “Phenix City Story,” 
from the same company, is doing 
great on its extended-run in Chi- 
cago. “Ulysses” (Par) started out 
big on its preem engagement in 
N.Y 

“McConnell Story” (WB), also 
new, was big in Buffalo and San 
Francisco. “Night of Hunter” (UA) 
was rated hefty on its L.A. teeoff. 

“It Came From Beneath Sea” 
(Col) finished in the 12th place 
one week during August. ‘House of 
Bamboo” (20th) wound up eighth 
another stanza. “Pearl of South 
Pacific’ (RKO) was inclined to 
spottiness but racked up a fair 
amount of coin. ‘King’s Thief” 


t 

















1(M-G) on its playdates the final 


week vr’ month was very disap- 
pointing. “Francis in Navy” (U) 
;copped 10th place one week. 











Grosses 


‘Left Hand’ Lusty 24G, 
Denver; ‘Weather’ 10G 


Denver, Sept. €. 

“Left Hand of God” is filling the 
Centre Theatre to a holdover fic- 
ure and is best money-getter here 
currently. “McConnell Stor--” 
shapes good at the Denver whi e 
“Always Fair Weather” is barely 
okay at the Orpheum. “Peie 
Kelly’s Blues” shapes fancy in 
second round at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 60-S1)—“T 
Am a Camera” (DCA) (4th wk), 
Good $3,000. Last week, $4,000. 

Contre (Fox) (1,247: 60-$1)— 
“Left Hand of God” (20th). Great 
$24.000. ast week, “Mister Rob- 
erts” (WB) (6th wk), $14,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 60-$1) 
—“Never Too Young” (Par) (2d 
wk). Good $8,000. Stays 2 more 
days. Last week, $16,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 60-$1)— 
“McConnell Story’ (WB). Good 
$13.000. Last week, “Private War 
Major Benson” (U), $13,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 60-$1)—- 


“Always Fair Weather’ (M-G). 
Good $10.000. Last week, “King’s 
Thief” ‘M-G) and “Scarlet Coat” 
(M-G), $7,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200: 


60-$1)—“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB) 


(2d wk). Fancy $15,000. Last 
week, $27,000. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 60-75)— 


“King Dinosaur” (Lip) and stage- 
show. Good $3,500. Last weck, 
“Naked Amazon” (Indie), $3,000. 


LOS ANGELES 
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issue) (2d wk). Okay $4.000. Last 
week, with State, $19,800. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $1-$1.80) 
—‘‘Love Many Splendored Thing” 
(20th) (3d wk). Nifty $20,000, 
Last week, $22,400. 

Fex Wilshire (FWC) 
$1.50-$2) — “Summertime” 
(3d wk). Okay $15,000. 
weck, $15,800. 

Four Star (AUTC) (960; $1- 
$1.50.—*“Man Who Loved Red- 
heads” (UA) (3G wk). Thin $2,000. 
Last week, $2,300. 

Warner Downtown (SW) (1,757; 
90-S1.50) — “Pete Kelly’s Blues” 
(WB) and “Five Guns West” (In- 
die) (4th wk). Good $22.000. Last 
week, with Hollywood, $13,000. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,430; $1-$1.50)—‘“‘To Catch Thief” 
(Par) (5th wk). Smart $15,000. 
Last week, $16,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1-$1.50) 
—‘‘Marty” (UA) (8th wk). Sharp 
$7,000. Last week, $6,600. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364; 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
(123d wk). Into current frame 
Sunday (4) after good $22,000 last 
week, but heat hurt. 


BOSTON 
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Okay $16,000. Last week, “Mister 
Roberts” (WB) (6th wk), $11,000. 

Mayflower (ATC) (689; 75-90- 
$1.25)—“Virgin Queen” (20th) (3d 
wk). Slow $3,500. Last week, 
$5,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700 60-$1)— 
“McConnell Story” (WB) = and 
“Double Jeopardy” (Col). Nice 
$13,000. Last week, “Pete Kelly’s 
Blues” (WB) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 60-75- 
$1)—“Kentuckian” (UA) and “Top 
of World’ UA). Torrid $17,000 
for Burt Lancaster starrer. Last 
week, “Man From Laramie” (Col) 
and “Bring Smile Along” (Col) (2d 
wk), $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 50-60-70-$1) 
—“Kentuckian” (UA) and “Top 
of World” (UA). Fat $10,000. 
Last week, “Man Laramie” (Col) 
and “Bring Smile Along” (Col) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
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slim firstrun at deluxer. Oke 
$3,000. Last week, “Innocents In 
Paris” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,700. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 75-$1) 
—‘Female On Beach” (U) and 
“Heat Wave” (U). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, “Last Command” (Rep) 
and “Double Jeopardy” (Rep), 
$5,800. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.25)—‘Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB) 





(2,296; 
(UA) 
Last 








and “Dam Busters” (WB). Hot 
$17,000 or under. Last week, 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) and 


“Chicago Syndicate” (Col) (3d wk), 
$9,000. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 75- 
$1)—‘‘We're No Angels” (Par) and 
“Turn Key Softly” (Indie). Slow 
$10,000. Last week, “Never Too 
Young” (Par) and “Shotgun” (AA) 





(2d wk), $8,000. 
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Divvying of Italo Import Licenses 





Inability of the companies to get ¢— 


ogether on an allocation of the 190! 
ogee import mii for the year | Pitt Named Prez- G. M. In 
Paramount Gulf Shift 


starting Oct. 1 has led the Motion 
New Orleans, Sept. 6. 


Picture Export Assn. board to re- 
fer the matter to the company | 

Shuffle in Paramount Gulf The- 
atres’ executive echelon finds v.p. 


presidents. 

It's understood, however, that at- 
tempts will continue to cle ar up b 
the matter prior to submitting it Henry G. Plitt named president 
to the top brass. Should the prexies and general manager of the com- 
be unable to crack the Italo nut, 
the question of divvying up the 
licenses may be referred to the 


Gaston J. Dureau Jr., who will re- 
main with the firm in a consulta- 
Start- 


Italian government for final solu-| tive and advisory capacity. 

tion. Several of the companies! ing his industry career with the | 

wish to avoid such a course of! Paramount International organiza- 

action. tion, Plitt later served with Para- 
Difficulty arises primarily from mount Gulf in various capacities. 


the insistence of Universal that its Maurice F. Barr, secretary of 
Italian permit allocation be upped. | Paramount Gulf, Pl 
Two years ago, U gave up some per-!as v.p. in charge of advertising 
mits which, it claims, were never and public relations. T. J. Howell, 
restored. 
it has been “stuck” 
duced allocation ever since. 
year, U collected some additional 
licenses from Republic. Latter has 
made it clear that this year it 
won't shed any licenses for U. Nor | 
do any of the other distribs show | 
any inclination to even up the split. 
Griffith Johnson, MPEA v.p., is | 
currently in Italy and has met with | 
Eitel Monace, ANICA topper. It’s | 
likely that they discussed the per- | 
mit stalemate with a view of some | 
additional permits forthcoming. 


Johnson also huddled on other 
U. S. problems in Italy. One con- 
eerns the holdup of a batch of 
dubbed American films, estimated Washington, Sept. 6. 
at 35 features. Delay, if it con-| ye month from July 11 to 
tinues, could have serious effects | aug 10 saw considerable “insider” 
en the U. S. distribs’ release sked. | {aging in Republic Pictures com- 
The Italians have explained that) jon stock. Associated Motion Pic- 
pix have been held up because ihe 


: ture Industries added 1,800 shares 
censorial group is on summer va-/ang now has a total of 191,884, 
cation. 

that last | 


: according to the latest monthly 
It’s recalled, however, | report 


winter similar means were used to | 
hold back big U. S. productions, to | 
provide screening time during the! 
Christmas season for the strong | pe pow 
Italo proauct. 


with its re- | assume the post of corporaie secre- 


Last ; tary in 
present duties. Carl F. 
mains as treasurer, 


‘Thsider’ Trade 
In Rep Common 
Livens Summer 








change Commission. 


5.000 shares for his Tonrud Inc. 
holds 3,005 in his own 





corporation. Herbert J. 


| script, 


pany as of Jan. 1. He succeeds | 
| original parts on the stage. 
| ever, 


will replace Plitt | 
| has as yet been 


It’s U’s contention that | the circuit’s buyer and booker, will | 
| $100,000, 
addition to retaining his | 
Dixon re-, 





of the Securities & Ex- | 
' London recently, 
Dougtas T. Yates bought another | 
| argument against censorship and, 


‘name, plus 196,536 in the Tonrud | 
Yates | 








Anderson Lauds 





| — Continued from page 5 Soe 


Now Seen Up to Company Prexies 


'ture that resolves his own doubts 


; : | 
of the housemaster still gives her- } 


self to the boy in a sacrificial ges- 


about himself. It’]] be told in flash- 


| back, with the boy—now an adult | 
'and a father — returning to his 


alma mater.” 

Pic is due for 
Mareh and Anderson 
| to go to the Coast in the spring 
to make some revisions on the 
which now runs too jong. 
Film can be released as of Sept. 
1, 1956. It'll star Deborah Kerr 
and John Kerr, recreating 


lensing 


How- 
Elia Kazan won't direct the 
film version. 

“Like myself, Kazan hates to do 
something for the screen that hes 
done for the stage. He feels he’s 
already given everything in him 
to create the stage version,” An- 
derson commented. No director 
assigned by Metro. 

Financial arrangements involved 
an original Metro payment of 
with another $300,000 
following Code approval of the 
script. Anderson also shares in the 
profits over a certain earnings 
ievel. 

Had to Be Tough 

Anderson deplored what he 
called a general industry tendency 
to consider the “Tea” case as an 
instrument “to beat the Shurlock 
otfice with. Actually, he said, the 
Code couldn’t have been more co- 
operative or helpful. “It’s foolish 
to call our okay a ‘triumph’ over 
the Code,’ he declared, “If we 
fight the Code, it should be along 
| intelligent lines.” 


Playwright also thought that he 
wouldn't have had half the trouble 
with fashioning a Code-approved 
screenplay, had it not been for 
the publicity spotlight thrown on 
the case. “It put Shurlock on the 
spot,” he explained. “They almost 
had to be tough.” 

Anderson said that, when in 
the press there 
was trying hard to use him as an 


when he refused to cooperate, he 
found himself frequently misquot- 
ed. This became such a source of 


7.800 shares for his R.P.I. | embarrassment to him that, final- 


Kintner, of 


but still owns 28,440. Jerry 





Liz Franklin to Coast 


Coast after spending an- 


tries, itself, saw little insider ac- 
ropean push with a sales program 
beginning in early fall and run- | 
release on the Continent in the 
1,000 shares of RKO Theatres, 
Vane " ; se « 
throughout Europe, and this is to cleaned out his H. Brandt and 
{and Brandt has another 200 shares 
tion of 200 shares of National Tele- 
Washington, Sept. 6. 
name, and controls 20,000 more as 
will give 
three menths, from Sept. 3 to Dec. Pvoadcasting Class A stock in July. 
mount antitrust decree. 
cas “ Rea el : ati » avhitah | y . ~ . 
called “problem” situations which Washington, Sept. 6. 
joint interest with indie partners Arts & Sciences 
; summer at the Library of 
theatres required to be divesicd : 


° , bought 

wena ista ts Inc., W hich now owns 22.800 shares. 
Herbert Yates also owns 11,600 in | 
his own name. 

4 P P h () Associated Motion Picture Indus- | 

“TIC F USN VU Seas 
tivity. Albert M. Newman, 
oe ; ; its officers, 

Buena Vista, Walt Disney’s dis- now has 200. 
tribution subsid, is set for a Eu- -obert. E. 
mapned for four pictures. /company’s common; 

“Vanishing Prairie,” second in|}. Chester Gersten acquired his 
the producer's True Life Adven- | fp<t 500 shares of the common. 
ture series, is to be released abroad | 
ning through the first two months 
of 1956. “20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea,’ now in distribution in |! 
the United Kingdom, goes into | him with 209 
fall. Edward W. Avery purchased 

Lady and the Tramp,” cartoon .iving him a total of 3.000. Harry 
feaiure, has been earmarked for adn of Trans-!ux Corn 
Christmas release from Disney , ; —_— = 
be followed by “Davy Crockett— a, ee eee 
King of the Wild Frontier.” wee See we haga 

However, Brandt owns 125,115 in 
his own name; his wife has 17,700, 
3 More Months to AB-PT nc 
in a holding company. 
To Wind Up Divestiture Ely A. Landau reported acauisi- 
7 film Associates last month. He has 

With the approval of the Aniti- a total of 80,450 shares in his own 

trust Division, the Federal Court 

American Broadcasting- a voiing trustee. Frank Stanton 
Paramount Theatres an additional sold 30,000 shares of Columbia 
3, to comp'ete divestiture of thea- He retained 104,058. 
tres, in accordance with the Para- 

Only 38 houses remain to be 
unjoaded and these are the sv-| 
ave difficult to sell. Included are | Elizabeth Franklin, Librarian of 
26 the: itres in which AB- PT has a the Academy of Motion 
and must buy or sell. PT -has al- to the 
ready gotten rid of neariy 249! «her 
under the decree, 


collection of paper prints of early 
-~ motion pictures (1894-1912). 

, The Library disclosed that 2.980 
New York Theatre titles are complete 35m paper 
hints of motion pictures; 16 are 
paper prints, and seven are 
‘lutoscope rolls. In addition, the 


iz W0St0 Sift Geets Hht1 —.. | nn eee ont oe ane 
kefeller Center . 
| “MISTER ROBERTS” } 
} 
{ 





Se ee (Om 





paper strips; 
by sheets of paper to which nitrate 
fips of original film were formerly 
tapled, and 97 


 CinemaScope and WarnerColor starring 


| HENRY FONDA - JAMES CAGNEY 





; WILLIAM POWELL - JACK LEMON Se ae ee titles: represented 
A WARNER BROS. PICTURE , is of enlarged stills from the 
i end SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION » Moehon pictures, There are 11 films 





— \ 


Neh ave still unidentified. 


one of | 
added 100 shares and! the U. S. Catholic Legion of De- 


ARB-PT. | 
bought another 500 shares of the | 
he owns 3,500. | 





Harold J. Mirisch divested 100 | 
shares of Allied Artists common, ' 
Wald | 
unloaded 200 shares of Columbia | 
| Pictures common stock, which left | 


| base, 


lance 
| areas. 


| ter registered 21.2% 
/ers who attended in the non-met- 
After Cataloging Stint 


Picture | 
, has just returned | 


Congress to complete cataloging its | 


sample scenes printed on 35m | 
304 titles represented | 


i;centage of film 


_ly, he had to write a letter to the 
‘censor (in this case the Lord Mavor) 
| explaining the position into which 
he had been put. “Tea” has been 
' having censor trouble in Britain. 

As for the eventual attitude of 


cency vis-a-vis the “Tea” film, An- 
derson said he couldn't 
about it. “The main thing is, we 
cot the industry’s ekay,” he said. 
“We'll cross the other bridges 
when we get to them.” 








Survey Pinpoints 


———— Continued from pase 3 =—— 


000. Taking the Politz study as a 
it’s doubtful that, even with 
repeats, a 50.000.000 weckly attend- 
ance would be reached). 

Breaking down attendance’ by 
people who have—or haven’t—a tv 








; set, Politz found that 21.2% did 


have video in their homes, whereas 
23.1% ‘only 1.9% more) did not. 
Taking the same breakdown via 
location, Politz tound that tv own- 
ership in non-metropolitan areas 
apparently cut down theatre attend- 
more than in metropoftitan 

Former showed a weekly 
attendance of 17° whereas the lat- 
Non-tv own- 


ropolitan centers ran to 24.2, 
whereas their counterparts in the 
metropolitan keys were put at 
23.1%. 

Femmes Dragging 

Female attendance during the 
week was slightly less than male 
attendance, the studv found. To- 
tal male was 13,400,000, or 20.8%. 
Sharpest difference comes in the 
20 to 29 age group, where the male 
contingent attending rang up 37° 
whereas the female group lagged 
behind with 28.7°. 

Broken down by education, and 
taking in people 20 years or older, 
the survey found the highest per- 
centage of filmgoers among college 
people (22.87), with highschool 
students (20.40) and gradeschool- 
ers (20.30) next. Geographically, 
attendance was highest in the 
northeast ‘23.2°°), followed by the 
south (22.7°°), the west (21.1%) 
and North Central (20.4°%)., 

Going by occupation ‘full time) 
of people of 15 years or older, the 
poll estah!'shed the highest per- 
patrons among 


=!students (48.7), 
'eal and sales help (30%). 


next | 


is skedded | with ¢¢ 


their | nt 
| the “have tv 


worry | 





} part 


cleri- 
Im, the 
lowest categories were housewives 
(15.7°o) and farmers and farm la- 
borers (8.9%). 

Finally, broken down by marital 
status, the figures showed 
16.2% 


followed by 


who were 
single. The low 
married people is traced to tv and 
other problems, such as baby sit- 
ters, etc. Total of married people 
who attended ran to only 
14.2%. Yet the percentage of mar- 
ried people without tv came to lt- 
tle more (17.5%). 

It’s slightly different when it 
comes to people with children. In 
class, the attendance 
percentage is 15.8% whereas in the 
“don’t have tv’ group it’s 22.20 








Stereo Sound 








—————-_—Continued from page 7 aaa 


a gadget that is costing them mil- | 
lions a year via prints. Particu- | 


larly hard hit is 20th, 
neered stereo sound. 
putting out over 500 prints (in- 
cluding opticals) per feature, and 
the costs are skyrocketing. What 
hurts is that the expensive mag- 


which pio- 


netic prints aren’t being used any- | 


where near capacity and, to a 
large extent, are being wasted. 

There is a feeling that this situ- 
ation cannot continue for very 
long, almost regardless of the loy- 
alty 20th may feel for its custom- 
ers. Company is now trying to sell 
exhibs on the idea of a mixer 
that would allow CinemaScope- 
equipped theatres with only opti- 
eal sound facilities to play mag- 
netic prints, using only a single 
channel. So far, the manufacturers 
have failed to come up with a 
package that would loak attractive 
to exhibs price-wise. 

Other distribs aren’t in quite the 
same position as 20th which, at 
the start, literally forced exhibs 
to take magnetic stereo sound with 
the C’Scope wide screen. WB move 
is seen influencing distrib think- 
ing generally. Printing of the mag- 
netic versions has caused the dis- 
tribs great difficulties, since mak- 


ing the magnetic prints available , 


simultaneously with the opticals | 
constitutes a lab problem. 20th will | 
soon start printing its opticals off | 
a dupe negative. 


RKO Aim 














=a Continued from page 5 sae never 


ing as either personal producer or 
executive producer on each film. 
The agreement also states that 
Selznick’s company will produce 
exclusively for RKO distribution. 

Selznick will headquarter at the 
RKO-Pathe Studio in Culver City, 
which will once again be called the 
Selznick Studio, the name it car- 
ried when such Selznick hits as 
“Gone With the Wind,” “Rebecca,” 
“Duel in the Sun” and “Spell- 
bound” were made there. The pro- 


| ducer has kept his offices at that 


studio for the past 20 years, even 
during the seven-year period of his 
retirement from active production. 

Selznick will assemble his own 
production staff and operate in 
much the same way as he did be- 
fore quitting the production field, 
Principal execs are Frank I. Davis, 
president; Victor J. Hoare, v.p. for 
distribution; Earl R. Beaman, treas- 
urer. Selznick will continue offices 
outside of Hollywood, includi ing 
those in London and N. Y. 

A. Morgan Maree Jr., 


manager, was associated with the 


Selznick execs in the negotiations | 


with RKO’s O’Shea and Thomas F. 
O'Neil, chairman of board of RKO. 
_ The Selznick deal is the first ma- 
jor step towards theatrical film 
production by the new manage- 
ment since the studio was acquired 
by General Teleradio Co., owner 
and operator of Don Lee and Mu- 
tual Radio Networks. 


O'Shea revealed that under the | 


terms of the agreement, RKO will 
re-release a number of previous 
Selznick pictures domestically and 
in certain foreign countries. Those 
slated for immediate reissue are 
“Rebecca,” “The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer,” “The Third Man,” 


and, as a double-feature, a pair of | 


Gregory 
bound” 
The films will get 
advertising campaigns. 

Selznick expects to introduce and 
develop a group of new stars as 
of his production 


Peck starrers, “Spell- 


that | 
of those who attended dur- | 
| ing a week in late 1954 were mar- 
iried, as against 39.8° 
attendance of ! 


Distrib is | 


ia movie. 





' lywood. 








business | 





and “The Paradine Case.” | 
saturation tv and | 


pians. | 


Ly 
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Film Writers 


——— Continued from page 7 [2 


motion picture critic to review a 
screenplay in written form.” 
Although he has labored on 
screen treatments before, “Trja]" 
is Mankiewiez’s first screenplay, 
He maintains that he would not 
have been able to accomplish his 
job had it not been for the help 
of producer Charles Schnee iat 
production chief Dore Schary, both 
writers. Metro apparently is sat- 
isfied with his first effort, since 
he has been offered a one-picture 
per year contract. He’s currently 
working on the film version of 
“The Big Sin,” a novel by Jack 
Webb (not the “Dragnet” one), 
Chacun A Son Gout 


Upon completion of “Sin,” Man- 
kiewicz will begin work on a stage 
version of “Trial.” He also plans 
to start another novel, having 
clicked with “Trial” and _ previ- 
ously with “See How They Ran.” 
He is somewhat surprised that 
“Trial” was accepted for a film 
property. “When I was writing 
it,” he said, “I couldn’t see it as 
AS a result, I strove for 
scenes that would read rather than 
play. I was convinced it had no 
motion picture value.’”’ On the oth- 
er hand, he said he wrote “See 
How They Run” with a film sale 
in mind. “But no one sems to 
agree with me that there’s a mo- 
tion picture in it.” 

Despite the subject matter of 
“Trial,” a probing study of how 
Communists move in, distort and 
use to their own purpose an in- 
stance of local bigotry, Mankiewicz 
says he experienced little difficulty 
from left-wing pressure groups. 
The Communist press either ig- 
nored the book or criticized it on 
its literary merits. To some ex- 
tent, the book and film are based 
on actual incidents and trials in- 
volving Communists. 

Mankiewicz works in the east 
except for occasional visits to Hol- 
He writes seven days a 
week from about 1 to 6 p.m. He 
has an unorthodox view toward his 
profession, looking at it as an easy 
way to make a living. He works 
without interruption except when 
the Giants are in town, which 
causes numerous excursions to the 
| television set to check the score. 


‘Fair Share’ 


Continued from page 5 =e 


contributed to COMPO’s 
treasury—either this, or he paid 
less than his full share. 

In a followup statement issued 
over the weekend, Rembusch at- 


tacked both McGee and COMPO, 
using unrestrained language par-- 
ticularly concerning the latter. 
“It (COMPO) has become,” said 
Rembusch, “the tool of and domi- 
nated by distribution; as such is 
it worthless to exhibition and the 
industry.” 

Rembusch labelled as untrue 
claims made by McGee that he 
(McGee) was a key factor in win- 
ning last year’s tax battle. The 
joint efforts of many exhibitors, 
mainly Col. H. A. Cole, were re- 
sponsible for the successful cam- 
paign, Rembusch insisted. 

He also restated his argument 
that the distribs have grabbed all 
henefits of the tax saving via 

















'upped rentals. 











20th Hobbled 


= Continued from page 7 = 


goes on, with GE repped as feel- 
ing that—at the moment—there is 
nothing to prevent 20th from spot- 
ting a film clip on an opposition 
NBC show. 

While 20th gets a generous nine 
minutes to sell its films on the GE 
Stance, distrib nevertheless does 
not want to feel completely tied 
to that show alone, and is expected 
to fight the GE contention that its 
exclusivity claim extends that far. 














f / / 
f/ hid (f Vb/4 Shi? ?. 


THe Houywooo 


KNICKERBOCKER 


IN THE HEART OF HOL!YWOOD, CALIF. 








Li 
whi 
eigh 
chal 
time 
Ben 
tor,’ 
the 
peal 
on 1 
grat 
mor 
clan 
sO 
stor 
ing 
umr 
Yor 
res} 
and 
ries 
Tow 

U 
by 
thal 
via 
ter) 
Sha 
the 
mat 
sior 
stor 
con 
gra’ 
But 
yar 
dur 
the! 
at t 
rem 


R 
one 
vet 
Star 
abo 
vets 
ili 








Wednesday, September 7, 1955 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


23 





‘MONITOR’ 0 


+ 


SRA: ‘What's Monitor’ Doing to Us?’ | ‘PRA BAYS HOLD 








Timing itself to hit stations. before the NBC affil meeting, Sta- 
tion Representatives Assn., always an enemy of the networks and 
their alleged infringements on national spot biz, mailed this memo 
to members: 

“As you all well know, radio is far from being dead, but the 
National Broadcasting Co. will make another try at killing it again 
when they attempt to sell their affiliates on a broad expansion 
of ‘Monitor’... Whether or not such programming is good, bad 
or indifferent is not for us to quarrel about. Nor is there any 
need to point out again the economies of a station’s income via 
network channels vs. its income from network, spot and local 
business. 

“The most basic point, and one that everyone of us in this busi- 
ness has to consider very carefully, is that if the advertiser is 
going to be able to buy radio at the low costs indicated by current 
‘Monitor’ plans, the individual station’s rate card is due for a 
drastic revision downward. It wili affect not only NBC affiliates, 
but evenutally every other radio station in the country.” 

SRA report contigues with a breakdown of network vs. local 
profits for a station. It points out that a “Monitor’’ bankroller 
pays a base rate of $1,000 per one-minute spot, an average of 
$5.07 per station on the network. SRA matches this income 
against the each NBC station’s hourly rate of $132. It totals, ac- 
cording to SRA, less than 4% of the station’s hourly rate charges. 

SRA called for NBC stations to match this against its own one- 
minute rate to find that “the national advertiser is buying radio 

. at between one-quarter and one-third of what he would have 
to pay on the station’s rate card.” 


Big Storys Inside Big Story 


Grauer As Editor; Kilgallen, Kupcinet, Matthews 
Yarns Set in Format Change 


re 
id 

















Longrunning “The Big Story,” 
which returns to NBC-TV for the 
eighth season Friday night (9), is 
changing its format for the first | 
time in a move that will feature 
Ben Grauer as the “Big Story edi- 
tor,” the use of live remotes from 
the city covered in the story, ap- 
pearance of the reporter himself 
on the show, the use of more inte- 
grated film and an emphasis on the 


Caesar’s New Sponsor 


NBC-TV lost no time plugging 
the gap on the Monday night 


switched to 


prise” quizzer. Helene Curtis, 


a spell on CBS-TV’s “Professional 
Father,” grabbed off the open 


which last season was repped for 





CUNVENTION EDGE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


On the eve of the NBC Radio 
affiliate conclave, to be held to- 
morrow (Thurs.) and Friday in 
New York, and at which the whole 
future pattern of network radio 
might well be up for grabs, some 
last-minute developments of major 
significance finds the “We Want 
‘Monitor’” boys dominating the 
pre-convention play and_ possibly 
charting the whole future course 
for the network. 


Interest in the two-day meet is | 


running so high that probably 


FF TO THE WARS 








Weaver’s ‘Here’s How’ 
NBC prexy Pat Weaver flies 
to London Sept. 21 at the in- 
vitation of Britain’s advertis- 
ing fraternity for a major ad- 
dress on the eve of the open- 
ing of the British commercial 
tv setup. He'll tell them how 
it’s done in this country. 
Weaver will be on hand for 











every affiliate of importance will the opening ceremonies and 
be represented at the Waldorf- will also participate in the 
Astoria closed sessions, the ma- preem tv events. 

jority of them on an ownersh) ——— - — 
level. 


Key to the possible outcome of 
the convention (the go-ahead to 
NBC for a seven-days-a-week face- 
lift by converting the 40-hour 
weekend ‘Monitor’ show 
a cross-the-board parlay) was seen 
in the following developments: 

1. Robert D. Swezey, chairman 
of the NBC Affiliates Committee, 


| last week sent out a questionnaire 
i to the affiliate membership for an 


“Caesar's Hour” left when Speidel | 
the Saturday night | 
7:30 spot and the new “Big Sur-, 








more famous among the newspaper 
clan. On the latter score, the show 
so far has a Dorothy Kilgallen 
story pencilled in and is negotiat- 





ing to feature Chi Sun-Times col- 
umnist Irv Kupcinet, one by New 
York Times South American cor- 
respondent Herbert L. Matthews 
and the Pulitzer-prize-winning se- 
ries on Texas land grabs by Ken 
Towery. 

Under the new format, evolved 
by exec producer Everett Rosen- 
thal (who now owns the property 
via his buyout of Bernard Prock- 
ter) and producer Robert Lewis 
Shayon, the dramatic portions of 
the show will follow the same for- 
mat as before, except for occa- 
sional live remote inserts into the 
story line. In most cases, it will 
consist of the pre-shot film inte- 
grated into the live studio pickup. 
But Grauer will introduce the 
yarn, act as voice-over narrator 
during the dramatie portion, and 
then introduce the actual reporter 
at the close, either via film or live 
remote. 

Kup’s Chi Kicker 

Rosenthal has already scheduled 
One live remote, from a Chicago 
veterans hospital, on the Kupcinet 
Stanza Nov. 4. Kup’s seriés was 
about the fact that 
vets weren’t allowed to vote in 
Illinois, and started a campaign 

(Continued on page 40) 


NBC-TV Pressed 





For Coast Space 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
NBC-TV studio facilities will be 
stretched to capacity by Jan. 1, due 
® increasing number of NeY. tele- 
S10WS moving west, according to 
John K. West, Coast chief. West 
Cisclosed “World of Mr. Sweeney” 
Wil probably be the latest N.Y. 
Show to move to Hollywood. Net- 
Work, he said, will soon run out of 
Space for more shows. 
Asked if any further expansion 
1s planned, West said “we haven't 
received such authority as yet.” 





©BS-TV’s Coast Expansion 
Pe Hollywood, Sept. 
BS rv has sued a 90-day 
ation notice to Rands Round- 
‘Continued on page 48) 


third on the Sid Caesar showpiece, 
joining Remington Rand _ and} 
American Chicle. | 

Handling for HC is the Earle 
Ludgin agency. 





overall vox pop on the “Monitor” 
expansion Monday - thru - Friday. 
The affils, it’s reported, were over- 
wWhelmingly in favor of the move. 
Some expressed opposition and 
put themselves on record. that 
they'll fight it right down the line, 
but these were represented as a 


small minority. (Hugh Halff, own-! by Talent Associates. NBC-TV and 
er of WOAI, San Antonio, wants! TA part company on the project 
no part of it; doesn’t care who} Oct. 9, when the new Alcoa-Good- 
year series starts, presumably un- 


knows. it.) 

2. Robert Dunville, president of 
Crosley Broadcasting, is not only 
| behind the “spread-the-‘Monitor’ ” 
move, but plans a round-the-clock 
local “Monitor” operation as an 
exclusive “baby” for WLW in Cin- 
cinnati. Thus a seven-day-a-week 
pattern for NBC would provide a 
program assist for the Cincy op- 
eration. In view of WLW’s status 


No ‘Arty Stuff 


“© For Alcoa: Duff 


Exits, Brodkin In 


With the resignation of Gordon 
Duff and the signing of Herbert 
| Brodkin as producer on the Sun- 
| day-at-9 “Television Playhouse” 
| series for Goodyear and Alcoa, the 
| hour drama will become an NBC- 
| TV house package after 
| been packaged since its inception 





| der a different title. 


having 


Fred Coe Exiting NBC to Produce 
Own TV Films? Lawyers With Dual 


Production-Client Status Accented 


+ Fred Coe, who enjoys a producer 


status perhaps unequalled in the 
tv dramatic field, may exit NBC 
to go into tv film production on 
his own. Dissatisfaction and inter- 
nal bickering, from all accounts, 
are to blame. Coe is presently on 
the Coast prepping the Frank 


Sinatra “Our Town” production, 
which tees off “Producers Show- 
case” this month. 


In his absence NBC execs were 
inclined last week to dismiss in- 
quiries with ‘“‘t’aint so” replies, but 
it’s understood that Coe has al- 
ready held some “ultimatum” 
huddles with web execs as a pre- 
liminary to either putting NBC 
behind him or getting his way. 

As bigtime dramatic entries go, 
there’s no denying that “Show- 
case” is NBC's pride and joy. Yet 
Why, the question has been asked 
repeatedly, has the network chosen 
to take Coe, who long ago earned 
the tv. equiyalent of a DS cita- 
| tion via the Sunday night “TV 
| Playhouse”, off the web's No. lL 
“baby” in the whole spec realm. 
|(Although Coe is doing “Our Town” 
| it’s his only “Showcase” assign- 
;ment this season. Instead he’s been 
| shifted over to producing the Tues- 
|day night alternate-week “Pontiac 
| Theatre” hour entry). 
| The reported behind-the-scenes 
| dissension is said to have been on 
the ascendancy ever since attorneys 
|Jatfte & Jaffe (Henry and Saul) 
| moved in to take over the “Pro- 
|ducers Showcase” reins, culminat- 
ing in the exiting of Coe (after 





Resignation of Duff, who suc-|a full season’s run on the Monday 


ceeded Fred Coe as the guiding} night specs) and his shuttling over 
“Philco-Goodyear” spirit when to the Pontiac stanza. 

ifia “Dy, . . = 
— Pe ee | The fact that the Jaffe & Jaffe 
yn lye shortli ‘ed ‘od € |firm plays such a key role in the 
ea ae . “ee “ Bag th . 45) “Showcase” specs throws into 
ae ae TA's pe ee shia eee a (eee focus a situation thal’s so 


is | 
attributed to differences with the | 


hospitalized | 


CBS-TV Gets Color 
Bug in a Big Way; 
73 Tintcasts in All 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
CBS-TV is plunging into its big- 
gest color program to date by in- 
creasing its tinted shows approxi- 
mately 400% over previous year. 
Last year there were 19 color tele- 

casts, as against 73 this season. 
According to William Dozier, 
network’s program topper, CBS’ 
'top dramatie show, Chrysler's “Cli- 
max” series, gets the color treat- 





ment for the first time. Also dye 
|debutting is the “Red Skelton 
| Show” Sept. 27 in N. Y. It’s un- 


| derstood that Jackie Gleason and 
| Art Carney who guest with Skelton 
'on the Oct. 4 show, will also make 
| their tint bows. 

Other CBS shows slated for color 
are the 14 Ford Jubilee Specs 


Martin, Jack 
Skelton 


Noel Coward, Mary 
Benny, Frederic March, 
and Gleason. 

The CBS veepee mentioned that 
the ‘Climax’? show according to 
the networks statistics, is the fast- 
est growing popular drama show 
on the air today. Dozier cited the 
fact that “Climax” shows are good 

(Continued on page 48) 


Bendick Exits Today’ 
For TV ‘Wide World’ 








the NBC-TV “Today” show, which 
he has been producing, to join 
the production setup for the net- 


Green, who has been managing 
editor of “Today,” takes 
Bendick’s producer chores. 

“Wide World” thus far 
complement of three producers 
operating under’ Barry 
' Others are Larry Menkin and Herb 
Sussan, 





| 


'to 11:45 in the mornings; 


as one of the “greats” in the AM 
business, the conversion into a 
“Monitor” broadcasting day-after- 
day would fortify NBC with its 
greatest ammunition in getting the 
network cross-the-board ‘‘Moni- 
tor’ otf the ground. It would, too, 
represent one of the most dras- 
tic policy changes in the history of 
a bigtime local operation. Dunville, 
incidentally, made an_ in-person 
presentation before the NBC brass 
last week. 

3. Pattern of the NBC ‘Monitor’ 





{programmed a la 
the 


operation as a weekday enterprise 
will be presented to the affiliates 
as follows: It will go on from 10:45 
from 3 
to 3:30 and from 5 to 5:30 in the 
afternoons, with three hours of sta- 
tion time—noon to 3 p.m. — also 
“Monitor” for 
Thus it 
will be a gradual inegration of the 


stations that want it. 


built around ~ exiting 


| stood Alcoa 


}seemingly prevalent throughout all 
sponsors over script policy. Under- 
wants lighter, less 


“arty” shows than has been the 


| their 


of show biz today—theatrical law- 
| yers wearing two hats—doffing one 
;On behalf of clients; the other in 
role as production impre- 


ae - ” teu ; « . 
Playhouse” policy in the past. | carios, 


Network is now working on a new 


assignment for Duff, who remains | 


recent 
which 


A case in point is the 
Frank Sinatra incident, in 


as a network staff producer, and, | he walked away from NBC's over- 
incidentally, as a TA client agency-| tures to negotiate a seven-year ev 


wise, 

Brodkin, who produced ABC- | 
TV’s “Motorola Hour” and ‘Elgin | 
Hour,” along with the 
Stage” sustainers in the hour} 
drama categories, has been re-} 
leased from his pact by ABC, al-| 
though it had some time to run, | 


so he might take on the NBC} 
chores. Brodkin has been sitting 


idle at ABC since Elgin canceiled | 
its show and the alternating “U.S. 
Steel Hour” moved to CBS at the 
start of the summer, and ABC 
moreover had no plans for him 
for this year, since it failed to find 


i 


| pact. 


“Centre | 


If Sinatra had his way about 
it, he would also have vamped the 
“Our Town” spec on which Jaffe 
& Jaffe are riding herd. It so 
happens that the Jaffes represent 
Sinatra as counsel. True, the deal 
for “Our Town” was negotiated by 
the William Morris Agency, a hap- 
penstance that fortunately didn’t 
put Jaffe & Jaffe in the somewhat 
untenable position of repping the 


| star as their client on the one hand 


and, on the other, reining ‘“Pro- 


ducers Showcase” for the network. 


Nonetheless, it’s reported the 
Sinatra-J&J ‘sensitivities’ came 


which will topline Judy Garland, | 


Robert Bendick has checked off | 


work’s “Wide Wide World.” Gerald | 
over | 
has a! 


Wood. | 


I shows, but designed eventually as a sponsor for an hour drama se- 
a 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-thru- ries, coe 
Friday showcase. 16 Properties 

4. On the question of reduced _Brodkin, who starts the new se- 
'compensation for the affiliates, to| ries Oct. 9, also has some 16 prop- 
| permit NBC to become competitive | erties which were purchased for 
with CBS a figure approximating | “Elgin Hour” but which he never 
25°o will be tossed into the laps| got to produce. Among them are 
of the affils. a Reginald Rose script, ‘“Expenda- 


ble House”; a David Davidson 
Grabbing ’Em Early 


original, “Thunder in 
(Continued on page 48) 
Chicago, Sept. 6. mE 
NBC-TV is now selling ’em six 
months in advance, 


Peter Shoe division of interna. | LOWE Ankles WABD To 


tional Shoe, through Henri, Hurst Helm TV ‘Big Surprise’ 


& McDonald, has ordered 13 





| 
| 
| 
| 
pattern, 
| 
{ 
| 

















weekly participations on the Pinky | David Lowe, until a week ago 
Lee show to start in February, | program chief of WABD, N. Y., 
{takes over for packager Lou Cowan 

as producer and director of “The 

Big Surp ise,” which starts via 

NBC-TV on Oct. 8 (alternately for 
GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR |Speidel and Purex), With Cowan 
taking over in a major program 

capacity for rival CBS-TV, Lowe 

will have virtually free reins in 


VARIE} } handling the $100,000 prize stanza’s 


| progress. 

Bill Adler, who joined DuMont’s 
WABD as flack head only a few 
weeks ago, steps in to fill the Lowe 
vacancy as program boss. Adler 
; came over from WRCA, N. Y. 
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Washing- | 


close to reaching a showdown stage, 
Ta rs- were resolved, however. 


‘ tore 
|" Ache reas 





Tarzian Exits As 


- NBC-TV Ailiat 


Bloomington, Ind., Sept. 6. 
Sarkas Tarzian, owner of WTTYV, 


iis calling it quits with NBC and 
ihas negotiated a two-year affilia- 
‘tion deal with ABC. Move stems 
from NBC's unwillingness to per- 
mit Tarzian to serve Indianapolis 
as well as Bloomington 


Although Tarzian recently moved 


his transmitter to allow for 
Bloomington-Terre Haute-Indianap- 
olis blanket coverage, NBC took the 
position that it’s basically a Bloom- 
ington and not an Indianapolis 
station. Further aggravating the 
situation is the fact that NBC 1s 
giving WTTY an “optional” status, 
not making Indianapolis a “‘must’ 
buy for sponsors penetrating I[n- 
dianapolis, (Overlap coverage is 


involved). 
NBC is undecided as set 


to wait for the new \ 
location or make an affiliation with 
iHarry Bitner’s WFBM-TY. 
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LOOKS LIKE UHF-VHF FIGHT 15 ON 





Washington, Sept. 6. 

A definite split in the Repub- 
lican ranks of the FCC on the UHF 
problem, the No. 1 issue before the 
agency, was revealed here- last 
week in a speech by Comr. Rosel 
Hyde before the Washington Lions 
Club. 

Hyde came out for deintermixture 
proposals aimed at protecting UHF 
stations from the threat of new 
VHF competition. In this, he took 
a position far afield from that of 
some of his colleagues, notably 


Robert E. Lee, who favors the 
“shoe-horn” technique by which 
more VHF _ stations would be 
squeezed out of the existing 12 


channels through the use of direc- 
tional antennas. 

If Hyde’s approach is favored by 
a majority of the commissioners, 
final decisions on a number of 
VHF contests will not be issued 
and UHF channels will be offered 
the successful applicants. If Lee’s 
position is supported, there would 
be two classes of tv stations and 
UHF would be relegated to a few 
“islands.” Directionalized V’s 
would be given or made available 
to the U’s and pending decisions 
on VHF contests would be handed 
down. : 

Hyde made no bones of his op- 
position to the engineering ap- 
proach favored by Lee and em- 
bodied in the so-called Mullaney 
proposal. “This approach,” he said, 
“contemplates use of such expe- 
dients as lower power, lower an- 
tennas, directional antennas en)- 
ployed in such a manner as to! 
squeeze stations in particular 
places. There is no doubt that addi- 
tional VHF assignments might be 
made in this manner, perhaps 
enough to relieve a few of the pres-:| 
sures of the moment. 

“However, the squeeze-in or 
shoe-horn technique, if experience 
in other fields is to be relied upon, 
can be expected to cause interfer- 
ence in outlying areas, the cumu- 
lative effect being to provide addi- 
tional services in population cen- 
ters at the expense of the outlying | 
areas where it is most 





needed. | 
Any such move would, of course, 
inevitably .«undermine present in- 
centive to development of ultra | 
high channels.” 
Comr. Hyde said he felt “‘strong- | 
(Continued on page 44) | 


| 





Mickey Mouse's 
$15,000,000 SRO 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

ABC-TV has capped the upcom- 
ing ‘Mickey Mouse Club” with a 
$15,000,000 SRO banner. Wrapup 
clients are Morton Salt, via Need- | 
ham, Louis & Brorby here, and 
the Jettuce Growers Assn., via 
John Cohan of Salinas, Calif., with 
the web’s Chi and Frisco sales of- | 
fices combining forces in peddling 
the last of the 20 quarter-hour seg- 
ments of the Walt Disney produc- | 
tion. Duo will share the 52-week | 
ride on the first 15 minutes Fri- 
davs. 

It’s believed the last 
unidentified ‘“Club’ sponsor is 
Minnesota Mining (Scotch Tape) 
Which will join TV Time Popcorn 
on the first Tuesday quarter-hour. 
AM-PAR, ABC's new. recording 
subsid, will take a quickie ride on 
the same segment to spotlight its 
initial Disney pressings. 

On Sept. 23, just 10 days before 
the show’s preem, Disney, ABC 
toppers and sponsor reps will go 
on a closed-circuit to all stations 
pitching a strong promotional cam- 
paign for the kickoff of the series. 
Closed-circuit, which will also pre- 
view the how tor the 


remaining. 


affiliates 
lll originate from N. Y. at 6-7 
Y th Disn ABC pry Bob 
Kintner, several key sponsors and 
4B-PT prez Le« nard 
Goidenson and ARC progrems & 


tuient veep Bob Weitman address- 


ISSIDIN 
x 


Ln} the affils Disney is 
e t tor the 


Coming 
occasion, traveling the 
following. day 24) to 


Tullvtown 
) } 
Pa., for the 


dedication of a Walt 


Disney School there. The \louse 
queteers Froup of voungste’s fea 
lured on the show may atso he 
flown to N. Y. for the closed- ! 
cull. . 


AS HYDE BARES SPLIT IN FCC RANKS 





Nielsen’s Top 10 


ABC-TV wound up with 
three shows in the Nielsen Top 
10 for the first time in its his- 
tory. First August Nielsen, 
for the two weeks ending Aug. 


Longines’ WRCA Pact 


Longines-Wittnauer Watch Co. 
signed a 15-week deal for cross- 
the-board exposure of its Longines 





13, gives ABC second place 
with its one-shot telecast of 
the College All-Stars vs. the 
Cleveland Browns. benefit 
game out of Chicago, with 
“Disneyland” and ‘Wednesday 
Night Fights” also placing. 
Niclsen also is unusual in that 
the hour dramas_ nearly 
monopolize the list, with “Rob- 
ert Montgomery Presents” 
placing twice in its alternate- 
weeks and ‘Lux Video 
atre” and “Climax” also on the 


The- | 
| 


ducting. 

Contract was placed via Victor 
i A. Bennett agency. 
| 


‘Wanna Sell Your 50kw? 
Phone Dick Buckley, He’ll 
Take It Off Your Hands 





i 


Symphonette via WRCA Radio in| 
N. Y. Classical music show will air | 
weekdays at 7 to 7:30 p.m., starting | 
Sept. 19, with Michel Piastro con- 








list. Top 10 follows: New York. 
1. $64,000 Question Editor, VARIETY: 
NE rs od 44.8 A few words about the con- | 
2 All Star Football troversy in VARIETY on those 50 
; (A BC) 341 | kw stations ho would rather have 
jag ie el iS kw. transmitters because of 
3. Montgomery Presents “changing radio conditions.” This 
(NBC) (Johnson's | {is to notify all such owners to 
Wax) ....-.-+5-5- 30.3 | please contact Dick Buck!ey of 
Disneyviand (ABC)... 29.7 | WNEW before disposing of same, 
5. Lux Video Theatre | downgrading, or selling for scrap. 
(NBC) -...... 29.0 | Recently, it took WNEW five 
6. Toast of the Town ;vears of tremendous technical dit- 
(CBS) 97.8 | ficulties to satisiy the FCC, sev- 
7 Climax (CBS) 27.6 i eral hundred thousand dollars,*and 


8. Montgomery Presents } 
(NBC) (Hudnut) .... 27.1 


® Wednesday Night 


Pigits (ABC). 2.65% 26.9 
10. Dragnet (NBC) ..... 95.3. | 








Antell’s $2,000,000 
Daytime TV Spree; 
Ax Arlene Capsule 


Charles Antell is going on a 
daytime tv spree, negotiating a 


$2,000,000 sponsorship deal with 
NBC for a pickup of the Ern West- | 
more morning show, which gets 
half-hour (10:30 to 11) cross-the- 


much 


longing for that “50 kw 
sound” and expanded audience, be- 
fore we achieved it. If we can buy 


| vour rig cheap now, maybe we can 
| “dollar-average,” as Merrill, Lynch, 
| Pierce, Fenner & Beane would say. 


Top management and top pro- 
gramming make top radio... 
whether your signal is 50 kw or 1 
kw. Our type radio is going greater 
than ever... despite all the eopy- 
ing of formats and ideas, tv com- 
petition, shameful rate cutting and 
outright giving away of time. Those 
in the trade who should know, do 
know, and that satisfies us. 

Here, we never have been and 
never will be complacent .. . it’s 
a Jong tradition that the guy who 
hecomes complacent here, goes. 
But at the risk of sounding like the 


‘school kid who shot off bis mouth 
‘and got his ears pinned back, but 


good, I must say there is still great 
value in well-placed confidence, 


| < ° e 

| reality, and knowing the quality 
of your product. 

board exposure. Antell is buying | 


three half-hours a week. \of WHDH, with whom we grew up 
That will mean the axing of the | in radio, our costs of operation are 


| Ariene Franeis “World At Home” 


15-minute segment (10:45 to 11) 
which precedes her “Home” show- 


case. Lopoff comes after only a/ 
couple of weeks. 
Antell buy represents a major 


boost in NBC’s daytime tv aspira- 


tion and comes in the wake of a_ 


similar appropriation earmarked 
by Lever Bros. tor some of the 
NBC-TV daytime product. 





Pix Studios, Others Eye 
Fund for Republic's 19 


Prize-Winning Script 

All 19 prize-winning scripts in 
the Fund for the Republic’s script 
contest which ended a couple of 
weeks ago are stirring considerable 
interest in and motion 
picture circles. At least two major 
studios — Metro and 20th-Fox— 
have expressed interest in ‘Pepi- 
to.’ the first-prize-winner in tne 
drama category, which, written by 
James and Burton Benjamin, deals 
with a Puerto Rican youngster’s 
first days in America. 

\long with “‘Pepito,” the 18 other 
winners are getting attention from 
the hour dramatic shows on tv 
“Studio One” is gandering three 
scripts, “Climax” is looking at sev- 
eral, while the Theatre Guild (U.S. 


television 


Steel Hour) is looking over four 
of them. “Robert Montgomery Pre- 
sents” is 0.0'ing a pair, while Tal- 


ent Associates 
considering one 
eral 


Pontiae’s hour) is 
In addition, “Gen- 
Theatre” is mulling 
“Omnibus” is looking over 
five of them and WCBS-TV (N. Y) 
is considering one for a special! 
program on the Police Athletic 
League CBS Public Affairs is 
mulling a special documentary se- 
nes based on seven winners in the 
, Gocumentary Ciass, 


Electrie 
one, 


very high ... our talent costs are 
literally in the stratosphere but we 
know they’re worth it. 

Nothing will be detrimental to 
good radio as long as good radio 


isn’t detrimental to itself. The: bad | 


stuff we can’t discuss. Good “music- 
and-news” programming is not 
economical .., nor lethargic pro- 
gram-wise. We are content with 
this format... but only if it’s un- 
challengeable as to quality in the 
whole United States. 

Radio will always be good to 
those who are good to it. It will 
always be rewarding to those who 
| love it, live it, think it, eat it, drink 
it, feel it, sleep it, talk it, listen to 
it, criticize it constructively, really 
work at it, and most important of 
all, never.give up on it. 

It’s one hell of a business. We 
find that we're getting, in addition 
to 50 kw’s worth of healthy busi- 
ness, plenty of excitement and 
kicks. 

Thank you for giving us the use 
of the hall. 


John B. Jaeger 
Vice President, WNEW 


Groot Vice McKee As 
N. Y. AFTRA Exec Secy. 


Kenneth Groot was named last 
weck as executive secretary of the 


New York local of the American 
Federation of Television & Radio 
Artists to replace Alex McKee, 


who has been busy on the national 
front as acting national exec secre- 
tary. Groot, presently McKee’s as- 
sistant in the local, has been with 
the organization since 1939 and 
for the three years prior to the 
merger of AFRA and Television 
Authority in 1952 had been local 
exec secretary of AFRA, 

VicKee continues as acting na- 
tional exec secretary until a suc- 
cessor to the Helle. 
,1is selected, 


late George 


eee 


Playing Hyde & Seex With Networks 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

Comr. Rosel Hyde, in his important speech here last week on 
the UHF problem, had this to say about the networks: “The most 
significant competition affecting broadcasters is the competition 
among networks. This is no. to underestimate the healthy strugele 
among stations to main ain and develop local accounts, or the 
competition of national spo. representatives for national non-net- 
work ‘spot’ business, or the very intense activity among the num. 
erous suppliers of film or talent. 

“Nevertheless, the function of the networks and their competi- 
tive struggle for leadership is altogether unique in the industry, 
Historically, it has been the networks who have developed the 
mass audience for radio and television. Most of the national net- 
works have had command of large resources which they have been 
willing to risk in the broadcast business. This has meant that they 
have attracted name writers, actors, producers, ete., from other 
arts to broadeasting or have developed new talent of their own. 

“As a result of such investments, the networks have develoned 
shows which have appealed to very sizeable audiences running inio 
many millions each evening. The interest stimulated in this woy 
in turn creates the demand for sets. In addition, it is the networks 
who provide the customers for the nationwide intercity relay 
facilities hooking up hundreds of stations from coast to coast, 
Network business also profoundly affects other broadcast business. 
Thus, most intense efforts are exerted in the sale of national 
‘spot’ business to place the spot announcement or program as 
close as possible to popular network programs, in the expectation 
of reaching the largest audience. 

“Competition among the networks has led to pioneering both 
in technology and in programming. An illustration is the 
struggle between CBS and NBC for leadership in color television. 

Similarly illustrative ... is the current rash of ‘spectaculars’. 

“Networking is, to be sure, a risky business. Between 1948 
and 1950, for example, the tv networks and their stations re- 
ported losses of $28,000,000. Willingness to invest heavily in pro- 
gram ideas and talent is a prerequisite to successful network 
operation. 

“IT recognize the great contributions of the networks to the ad- 
vancement of television. And I feel they have many more such 
contributions .in store. But I feel strongly that effective national 
network competition should not be limited by inadequate facilities 
for more than two networks. And I’m sure that the added com- 
petition will benefit the industry and the advertisers, as wel] as 
the ultimate beneficiary—the viewer. And I’m convinced that 
such competition will greatly benefit the existing leaders as well. 

“But it is essential for effective network competition that each 
network have an affiliate in each of the first 50-75 markets. as an 
outlet for the network show. To the extent possible the affiliates 
in each of the major markets should have roughly equal technical 
tacilities, or the potential ability to reach as many homes in each 
of the major markets. 

“This means that if you could put four comparable stations in 
each of the major markets of the country, there would be the op- 
portunity, at least, for four networks since each would then have 
the chance to obtain a fulltime affiliate. Thus network competi- 
tion would be centered, as it should be, on selling the best show, 
rather than om some artificial scarcity of channels. To the extent 
there were tuur, or more if possible, healthy, competitive net- 
works, not only would the public benefit by having available better 
programming, but there would be also greater opportunities for 
more stations to grow in the nation overall, and to provide needed 


Unlike the story of Bill McGrath | 


local outlets for self-expression.” 








‘Mike Wallace, McCrary 
_ WABD Stanzas Set As 
| Bond Clothes Buys In 


| Bond Clothes has bought two 
'two quarter-hour news strips via 
| WABD, N. Y., starting shortly. 
Both shows, at 7 and 11 p.m., will 
feature Mike Wallace. In the 
meantime, tex McCrary has been 
fixed in a 7:15-30 cross-the-board 
exposure to do a news feature pro- 
gram. 

The Wallace and McCrary pro- 
grams head a string of WABD per- 
sonality and schedule’ changes. 
Sandy Becker, who did a noontime 
juve show, is moving to an 8:45 to 
10 ayem post for the same aged 
audience. ‘(The WABD telecast 
day began at 11:15 until now.) Wal- 





lace was originally slated for a 10 | 
to 11 time, and that period is still | 


open, At 11, four vidfilm syndica- 
tions will be stripped into quarter- 
hour shows, with 15 minutes of 
“Life With Elizabeth” leading off, 
followed by “Beulah,” “Mr. 
Mrs. North,” and closing at 11:45 
a.m, with “Janet Dean, Registered 
Nurse.” Ken: Roberts has been 
hired as emcee of the 11-to-noon 
show which'll be called by the 
overall title of ‘Four in a Row.” 

Johnny Olsen replaces Becker 
in the noon position. From noon 
to 12:30 he'll pitch at the kiddies, 
and in the succeeding half-hour 
at the hausfrau. As previously re- 
ported, early afternoon will be 
filled by a lineup consisting of Ern 
Westmore, Wendie Barry and Lee 
Graham. With the exception of 
these three, the big share of the 
WABD schedule will go into opera- 
tion in late Sept. 


MGM’s Pic Plug Deal 


MGM pencilled with 42 radio out- 
lets in the John Blair station rep 
string to promote its new pic, “It’s 
Always Fair Weather.’ Promotion 
will be 


integrated with station 
weather reports 
Inking was third by the major 


for Blair’s “saturation group plan,” 
which provides MGM with heavy 
plugs on all the stations at a pack- 


; age price, 


and | 


ernor of Georgia, for a 


‘ 


WIMJ's Tint-Only 
Ukase to Clients 


Milwaukee, Sept. 6. 

WTMJ-TV, this suds capitol's 
pioneer tele station is continuing 
its trailblazing in the color era. Si- 
multaneously with the unveiling of 
its new color balop un‘t that han- 
dles direct lensing of tinted art 
work, the Milwaukee Journal video 
arm has notified its clients that by 
July 1 next year all 30, 20 and 


10-second breaks adjacent to or 
Within regularly scheduled color 
programs must likewise be rain- 


bow hued. 


The balop unit, developed by 
chief engineer Phillip Laeser and 
his crew, does away with the use 
of a studio color camera in screen- 
ing the tinted art work. Also elimi- 
nated is the necessity to convert 
the multichrome copy to color 
transparencies since the unit 
lenses the stuff direct off the balop 
cards. 

Under the color-only edict for 
station breaks around the WTMJ- 
TV color shows, as of Jan. 1 all 
contracts for such spots will have 
the proviso that advertisers using 
black and white copy must either 
convert to tint or be bumped if 
another bankroller desires the 
time slice for color blurbs. How- 
ever, by July all such spots must 
be converted to tint. 


 KCUL’s 4006 Sale 


Fort Worth, Sept. 6 
KCUL “here has been sold to a 
Miami firm whose principal stock- 
holder is E. D. Rivers, former gov- 





reported 
$400,000. 


J. G. Ulmer, prez of the East- 
West Broadcasting Co., owner and 
operator of KCUL for the past four 
years, said the sale wili take effect 
When approved by the FCC. 

KCUL, which has studios here 
and in Dallas, will be opera‘ed by 
the Dalworth Broadcasting Co., of 
Viiami. K. A. Meer, tormerly of 
Dallas, is prez of the new company. 
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ABC-TV IN LAPS 





Damm & Lolly 


Whatever the reasons for Louella Parsons cancelling out of her 
projected half-hour film series for NBC-TV, with Viceroy cigs and 


Toni scheduled to pick up the 
Wynn Rocamora, was that she 


tab (reason given by her agent, 
wants to devote herself to her 


Hearst columning and magazine writing), the checkout came almost 
simultaneously with NBC affiliate protests over slotting of the 


program. 


Walter J. Damm, managerial factotum of WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee, 
spearhead of NBC-affiliate relations, sent out a letter to all the 
tv network’s affiliate membership asking for a united front in by- 
passing the Hollywood-studio slanted stanza, which was inked into 
the 10:30-11 Sunday night segment (which is station time). 

Damm, in effect, could see no reason why the tv industry should 
lend itself to such an out-and-out bally of a show dedicated to the 


perpetuation of the pix business. 


It’s one of the few times when 


an affiliate voice has been raised in no uncertain terms over net- 


work programming. 


(What Damm didn’t mention is the fact that 
WTMJ's parent company, Milwaukee Journal. is in 


competition 


with Hearst, which makes the Lolly slotting a sensitive spot.) 
tiowever, even before the affiliates could do anything about it 
came notice of the program’s cancellation. 








Dr. Wieve to Educ! Broadcasters: 
TV More Than Just Expensive Toy 


Columbia, Mo., Sept. 6. 

There is 
the value of educational television 
“except in terms of its usefulness 
to its intended audience,” but the 
majority of educational telecasters 
rarely bother to find out how peo- 
ple respond to their programs 
through research, according to Dr. 
Gerhart D. Wiebe, CBS research 
psychologist and newly-named as- 
sist to CBS prez Dr. Frank Stanton. 

Dr. Wiebe, addressing the Na- 
tional Agricultural Television Clin- 
ic at the U. of Missouri here last 
week, expressed amazement at 
“the imagination and _ ingenuity 
demonstrated by instructional tele- 
vision people in creating programs 
and getting them televised on the 
one hand, and on the other, the 
lacklustre apathy in finding out 
how people respond to them.” Sit- 
uation is disturbing, he said, be- 
cause it still remains to be seen 
whether the educator has succeed- 
ed in communicating his message 
even after the program is com- 
pleted, and because “in a medium 
as expensive as television, it is no 
more than good stewardship for 
those who spend the money to dem- 
onstrate a reasonable return on 
that money.” 

“Certainly this is no less true 
regarding taxpayers’ dollars than 
it is of commercial advertisers’ 
dollars. A commercial program 
pays off in the sale of the product, 
or in institutional good will. 


is withdrawn 
stops. But I must tell you that I 


have talked to educational and in- | 


Structional telecasters who were 


Vague about the purpose of their | 


show, who simply had not thought 
about the audience for which it 
Was intended, and who had no idea 


(Continued on page 46) 


Multiple-Set TV 


Households Zoom 


Atlanta, Sept. 6. 
Diverse tastes in tv programs 
along members of the family and 
gradual reduction in price of re- 
celvers are responsible for a grow- 
Ing trend to the multiple-set house- 
hold, James D. Secrest, executive 
Yeepee of the Radio-Electronics- 
VY Manufacturers Ass’n, said here 
last week at a meeting of the Fran- 

Cilsed Appliance Dealers Ass'n. 
Speaking in connection with Na- 
ional Radio and TV Week, to. be 
Sept. 18-24, Secrest re- 
‘ealed that one out of every five 
sets sold this year went to a 
second-set customer. He predicted 
that the ratio will rise to one out 
®! three sets by the end of the 





ob erved 


>ecrest also predicted that by 
end of 1955 about 10% of all 


'\ sets in use will be second sets 


said that the ratio of second 
IS Was 4° at the beginning of 
“ne year 


Voreseeing retail sales of 7,500,- 


Continued on page 46) 


— 
no way of estimating | 


If it) 
does not pay off, financial support | 
and the program | 





| ‘The Alamo’ Is Jumping 


Houston, Sept. 6. 
The old adobe walls cele- 
brated in legend as “The 


Alamo” has been a tourist trap 
for years but nothing like cur- 
rent popularity has ever been 


seen. The reason: that televi- 
sion series, “Davy Crockett, 


King of the Wild Frontier” and 
the pressure kids put on mom 
and dad to include the San 
Antonio shrine in their vaca- 
tion trips this summer. 

Estimated that 150,000 
above-average visitors have 
been attracted and -it may hit 
200,000 before the school sea- 
son starts again. Chamber of 
Commerce type minds figure 
$16 per head for the gawkers 
while in town. 


+ 


| itself 








Pontiac s Simply 


TV ‘Introspecs 


Pontiae Division of General Mo- 
tors is going whole hog on those 
in-depth’ tv 
| Having previously negotiated for 
a minimum of two of the Ed Murrow 
“See It Now” hour-length show- 
case, the auto company went a 
step 
with NBC last week whereby it'll 
| sponsor at least three of the Henry 
Salomon-produced “Project 20” 
specs, With possibility that it may 
buy the whole season’s schedule. 
“Project 20” is one of the major 
items on the NBC-TV_ agenda, 
treating with the life and times of 
the 20th Century. 

Initial entry will be “Nightmare 





in Red,” a review of Soviet Russia | 


from its inception. Second will 
treat with the ‘Jazz Age” and the 
third will be the “Rise and Fall of 
a Dictator’ (Hitler). Like the 
Murrow “introspecs,” they'll be in 
full-hour form, with prime time 
programs to be preempted to make 
way for them. 

Pontiac buy represents a $650,- 
000 outlay. That's in addition to 
its allernate-week Tuesday night 
drama series. It has expressed 
interest in sponsoring as many of 
the “Project 20's” as Salomon and 


his staff can turn out during the} 


also has an op- 
the Murrow 
two already 


'55-’56 season. It 
tion to buy more of 
stanzas, beyond the 
negotiated. 

Phileo, which re- 
cently dropped the Sunday 
“TV Playhouse” on NBC, has also 
been eyeing the Murrow shows for 
| possible sponsorship. 


Meanwhile, 


Mad About Those 


“introspectaculars.” | 


further and finalized a deal | 


night 


BID FOR ADULTS 
REED TO FILMa 


The “ABC-TV Story” and its bid | 
for preeminence | 
ming sweepstakes poses some inter- 
esting trade aspects in vier of the 
| modus operandi established by the 
network on its '55-'56 power plays 
for adult attention. 
Until this 
} with 











the network, 
purpose aforethought, built 
into a third-big network 
| status on the strength of*its kid ap- 
| peal. “Disneyland”, its No. 1 rat- 
ing grabber; “Rin Tin Tin,” “Lone 
Ranger,” “Super Circus,’ the on- 
coming 4 to 5 p.m. “Mickey Mouse” 
show and the Sunday “Best of 
Mickey Mouse’’—these were and 


season 


are the powerhouse attractions, the 
+sum 


total of which has been to 
lure the kids and the teeners into 
the ABC-TV camp. _ Strictly on 
that basis, it’s been a financial and 


(with ‘‘Mickey Mouse” still to be | 
success. In | 


heard from) a Nielsen 
,fact it’s early-evening 7:30 to 8 
pattern (‘“‘Ranger,” “Rin Tin,” 
, “Disneyland,” etc.) has established 
/such a sock pattern that CBS-TV 
revamped its entire early evening 
| structure in a bid to duplicate the 
| ABC payoff. 

But it’s in the area of program- 


}ming for adults where the ABC 
story takes on some _ significant 
| overtones. The power plays in 


| the fight for ‘adult survival” are 
| predicated on the network’s faith 


| of events perhaps not too surpris- | 


| ing in view of the corporate Para- 
| mount Theatres’ vested interest in 
'the web.) The “Warner Bros. 
Presents’ series; the “MGM Pa- 
rade” series; the bundle of major 
J. Arthur Rank pix. acquired for 
Sunday night spec showcasing— 
these represent the network’s ma- 
'jor thrust in ’55-'56 for nighttime 
‘adult viewers. 

; They're all in the “wait and see” 
|} category as far as their audience- 
pulling power is concerned and, in 
effect, the web’s prestige rides on 
how ‘successfully the major studio 
entries come off. If they click, ihe 
WB-Metro-Disney-Rank combina- 


} 
i 
{ 
j 
j 
j 
| 


sphere of influence and affluence. 
If they fail, it can leave ABC in 


|ing with a conventional program 
pattern stripped of any major live 


entries, since it has now abandoned 
| grammers. 
big time product such as last year’s | 


|; any pretense of developing its own 


Elgin-sponsored dramatics which 
Herb Brodkin produced, and allow- 

j ing Alex Segal to fly the ABC coop 
after the defection of the U.S. 
Steel Hour. 


Did Duggan Call That 
Private Eye a Liar? 
4006 Suit Says ‘Yes’ 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Commentator Tom Duggan, who 
has buiit a hefty local reputation 
for calling a spade a spade on his 
WBKB finds himself 
the chief defendant in a $400,000 
slander suit for allegedly calling a 





shows now 


private eye a “liar.” 

Claiming that Duggan slandered 
him on a telecast some weeks back, 
Robert Risberg, a private sleuth 
for the Aeme Secret Service Agen- 
cy, filed a suit in Chi Circuit Court 
last week seeking $100,000 each 
from Duggan, ABC, WBKB and his 
sponsor, Oklahoma Oil Co. 

The slander suit is tied in with 
an earlier court action in which 
Duggan is being sued for $250,000 


on ane alienation of affection 
charge. Duggan was hit with this 
suit by Carl Campagne after Ris- 


berg testified in a divorce hearing 
between Campagne and his wife 
Shirley that he had seen Mrs. Cam- 
pagne make nocturnal visits to the 
commentator’s apartment, 

And it was the commentator's 
subsequent televised comments on 
the situation that touched off Ris- 
berg's slander guilt, 


in the p:ogram- | 


| in the major film studios (a turn- ; 


tion can project ABC into a new | 


the uncomfortable position of rid- | 


feature about 30 plays by the end 





| will 
ithe Continent under the Eurovi- 


OF PIX GODS 


et et eee * — on 








Philly Mamas Fed Up With Soapers; 
Too Much Battling on Gleason Show 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
| The Philadelphia Home = and 
jSchool Council and 65 affiliated 
;/groups cooperated in a television 
| evaluation under the direction of 
Martha Gable, tv and radio direc- 
jtor for the Board of Education. The 





Religioso Conflict 
WATV, Newark. is moving 
its “Irish Heritage” show from 
its present Thursday-at-8 posi- 
tion to a half-hour later at 


Soau, | study sought a general opinion on 
Reason is the fact that |programming for children, and a 
Bishop Sheen’s program goes’ jcross section of parents from var- 
into the 8 p. m. slot on ABC- {ied sectional, educational and eco- 
nomic backgrounds turned in some 


de 


= 3,000 reports. 





e Disneyland topped the younger 
jage group and was represented on 
oo { éa - 
a ing ievery level. I Love Lucy” also 
'made every list. Major objection 


jwas to the inordinate shooting in 

| C Westerns especially since’ the 

No Back seal To 'heroes and goodies are the most 

skillful practitioners of this art. 

‘ ° 9y9 | Viorence of any kind came next 
() { ( | lon the objectionable list 

pera ions om Parents opinion on ‘‘Medic” was 


divided, some feeling the dramatic 


London, Sent. 6. |impact was overdone. Jackie Glea- 

With an additional budget of 50%, 4 top favorite with most par- 

$9 800.000 ; jents, drew criticism for too much 
1p » Oo > . . 

$2,800, to see it through the) gomestic battling. Mothers ex- 

first six months, BBC-TV_ has|pressed themselves fed up with 

prepped an ambitious fall program |soap operas. The numerous com- 


: : ‘ - areiale » Canrve . a , 
to coincide with the launching of mercials on the George Gobel show 


: E , drew gripes, as did the ‘almost 
London's first commercial station | piyolous’ Hazel 3ishop commer- 
on Sept. 22. The number of \cials during the “highly emotion- 
weekly features will be hiked |al” sequences of “This Is Your 
from 70 to 85, and the state web | Life.” Mothers also resented 

“Howdy Doody’'s” insistence that 


will be on the air 49 hours a week, 
only one hour less than the maxi- 
mum permitted for each outlet. 
Details of the new lineup 
given at a press conference at the 
' Radio Exhibition in 
last week by Cecil 
BBC-TV’s controller of 


children urge parents to buy spon- 
isor’s product. And Arthur God- 
ifrey’s tendency toward the blue 
rated only black marks. 

Viewers lamented the “feast or 
famine” type of programming with 
good shows offered simultaneously 
on different channels. Unusual 


were 


Earl's Court 
MeGivern, 


| Siiiiakihe @ euamlnie al Mar pers Complaint was that against film 
. S oe \‘oldies” showing stepmothers as 
formers have been lost to the OPPO- | vitisins. This was considered in 
sition station, the BBC will be able «pag taste” since “many children 


ito cali on the services of many 


ee 4 these days have stepmothers.” 
| video comics, but only two of them, 


| Local telecasts such as “Tele- 


Vic Oliver and Fred Emney, are ure 3 : fe 
under exclusive contracts. rama, The Bulletin: Forum and 
ate “University of the Air” were sin- 
Claiming that they had not lost sled out for kudos. Television's 
one contract they wanted, with the leffect on the reading habits of 


i aycre i . » ic > X< . 
exception of one which he was not oniidren and adults brought almost 


oO} ise MeGiver "An ir a. a 

going to disclose, McGivern re- equally divided opinions, pro and 
vealed that the BBC had a three- con 

vear deal to televise the Derby, 


Suggestions included newscasts 
and good music for children, and 
jmore contact between parents and 
/programmers. The trend toward 
“live” sessions outside the studio, 
such as the “Today” and ‘‘Home” 
lremotes, was commended. Con- 
sensus of those polled found every- 
one impressed with the overall con- 
tribution of the medium. 


Chis Sun-Times, 


Trib TV Step-U 


and other pacts covering Wimble- | 
don tennis, the boat race and an 
option on the cricket test matches. 
| They do not hold exclusive rights, 
however, and these events may be | 
shared by the commercial pro- 


The expanded BBC service will 


of the year, of which 15 will be 
specially written for the medium. 
Several new light features are 
planned, and a number of longtime 
shows are being jettisoned. There 
also be a weekly show from | 


sion setup. 


Meantime, BBC-TV has bought | 

the rights to the Burns & Allen 

comedy series, and airing starts Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Sept. 16 over the state web. The Two Windy City dailies are step- 
duo actually made their ‘radio, ping up their weekend television 
debut over the BBC, when they coverage in line with the nation- 
were playing in London some 20 wide trend that has_ projected 
vears ago. Thev were invited for| video copy into kingpin status in 
a single broadcast, but were fea- | the publishing realms. Chicago 
tured iegularly for six months. | Tribune preemed its new TV week 


| Saturday supplement last week 
and the Sun-Times is unveiling its 
| slicked-up TV Prevue next Sunday 
(11) along with its new roto mag. 

Trib’s tabloid size section, obvi- 
ously designed to beef up the Sat- 





‘White Mane’ Series 
Set for NBC-TV Ride 


NBC-TV has bought “White | urday circulation, has been ex- 
Mane.” the  produced-in-France | panded to eight pages from the 
vidpix series about a horse and| previous four Bulk of the addi- 
a youngster. Web is planning an| tional space Is given over to art 
unusual slotting for the series via} and copy out of radio-tv editor 
a regular Saturday morning expo-| Larry Wolters’ department, with 
sure plus a three-a-week serial- | Space out for ads of course. List- 


ings run through the coming week 


ization in eight-minute portions on 
with highlighted 


“Howdy Doody’ weekday after- special programs 
noons. “Howdy” slotting will con- | in a separate box 
sume one half-hour film a week, Although details are still under 
as will the Saturday ayemer. Time} Wraps, Its understood the Sun- 
. , rn ’ “Sy : TY | 
for the weekend exposure isnt sel limes new Sunday entry will 
vet. | digest size on slick paper with a 
Series is being produced in| ful color cover. Besides the com- 
™ : . . t » rmok's y "s oxpected 
France without dialogue but with | plete week's log y if eaper =a 
an English narration. Ed Gruskin, | there lI be py yar = 
| 4 ’ . » y h val ny 
who's produced several series over- | P!%. Project is bi ing han : 
seas, owns and is filming the prop- the Sunday mag stalt. ' o-TV 
. r es Bo f > ( ' ( - 
erty. Gruskin’s currently in N, Y. Chicago Americans Kad 
si 1 ae eer . te AR) 
wrapping up the deal, | (Continued on page 45 
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‘Overexposure’ Still TV's Biggest 


Enemy of Top Stars, Sez Tony Miner 


YWollv.vood, Sept. 6. 
constantly di- 
potential of 


Ove 


minishing the “draw 


exposvre is 


’ 


many first-rate tv performers, 
observes producer Worthington 
Miner. who has been. involved in | 


the development of many top-rate 
video programs. 


| 
“Tt is axiomatic that a star holds 


on to his reputation longer if he is 


not constantly before the public,” | 


Miner says. Top performers, 
cluding such names Bing 
Crosby, Cary Grant, Gregory Peck, 


as 


Montgomery Clift, Marlon Brando | 


and Gary Cooper, confine their 
appearances in feature films to 
one a year, he noted. Ronald Col- 


man started this trend in the ’30s | 


when he demanded and won a 


once-a-year contract from Samuel | 


Goldwyn. 


“Whereas the feature film for- 
mula is to expose a fledgling star 
a number of times early in his 
career, he is withdrawn from the 
public gaze so that he only ap- 
pears On an occasional basis when 
he achieves star status,” the vet 
producer noted. 

“In tv, this situation has reached 
serious proportions, especially with 
players who appear in anthology tv 
series and live shows,” said Miner. 
“A performer may be seen as often 
as 15 times each year in as many 
times, thereby wearing out his 
public welcome. 


in-| 





+ 


UN Sets the Record 


} 
} 


York. 


New 
Editor, VARIETY: 


of Public Information is most in- 
debted to the radio and television 
| industry for the splendid support 
it has always received in encour- 


aging and reporting the celebra- 
‘tion of United Nations Day and 
other UN anniversaries. The De- 


partment has the strong hope that 
in this, its 10th year, the observ- 
/ ances will be marked on an even 
more elaborate scale than in 
| past. 

The Department has not, how- 
| ever, completed any plans either 
| for the celebration of United Na- 
| tions Day, Oct. 24 or Human 
| Rights Day, Dee. 10, and although 
| discussions have taken place with 
various organizations regarding the 
| character and locale of the cele- 
| brations, no project in the televi- 
| sion field has so far been officially 
| submitted to the Department. 

The United Nations has in the 
past esteemed it a privilege that 
so many artists of world-renown 
have generously accepted its in- 
vitation to participate in these ob- 
servances, but it must be pointed 








one role, may make more pictures | artists. 


and suffer less from this profes- 
sional malady.” 

To support his contention, Miner, 
who produced and directed CBS- 
TV “Studio One” in the show’s 
early stages, points to three tv 


stars brought to prominence then: | 


Maria Riva, Mary Sinclair and 
Felicia Montelegra. The first two, 
in many programs during their 
CBS. contract, have had_ their 
careers suffer greatly from the 
overexposure, Miner feels. 

The “solid protean” actor, who 
may appear in roles from 30 to 
38 vears with no constant audience 
to plague him, is the exception to 
this rule, savs Miner. His roles are 
so varied that few viewers recog- 
nize him. Top examples are Vaughn 
Taylor and Andy Dugan, who may 
appear in as high as 50 roles yearly 


without apparent damage to their | 


careers. 

Overexposure is as harmful to 
tv shows as to performers, Miner 
contends, because viewer ennui is 
contagious. 


ABC ‘Yes,’ CBS Nixes GO 
On ‘Equal Time’ Re HST 


ABC said yes and CBS said no 
vesterday (Tues.) to Republican 
National Committee chairman 
Leonard Hall’s request for equal 
time to answer ex-President Harry 
S. Truman’s Labor Day address 
from Detroit the day before. The 
lisparity between the networks’ 
iews over what constitutes “equal 





( 
\ 
1 
t 


ne” and “political” as opposed 
oO “non-political” speeches focuses 
attention anew on the equal time 
problem as the 1956 conventions 


and campaign draws closer. 


NBC hadn't made up its mind as 


of yesterday, but CBS, which had 
carried Truman’s speech on radio 
and tv, turned Hall down on the 
basis that it had already struck a 
“tair and reasonable balance” in 
its scheduling of Democtratic and 
Republican speeches. CBS news 


and public affairs veep Sig Mickel- 


son, replying in the absence of 
vacationing CBS prez Dr. Frank 
Stanton, said that Sec. 315 of the 


Communications Act do not apply 
in the Truman case because candi- 
date 5 


for office are not involved. 
This being the case, CBS judged 
the request “not on the basis of an 
individual speech,’ but on the 
criteria of “fairness and balance 
over a reasonable period of time. 


Web’s scheduling of both sides do 


not justify Hall’s request, Mickel- 
son said, 

SBC, which had carried Tru- 
man’s speech on radio, said it 
“would be pleased” to carry a re- 
Ply by a spokesman “mutually 
agreeable” to Hall and ABC. Rob- 
ert E. Kintner, ABC prez, sug- | 
gested Vice-President Richard 
Nixon as a possible representative 
for the Republicans, 


| 


‘ 


Dept. of Public 
Information, UN. 





Ben Gimbel Donating 
‘Library of Sound’ For 
Use in Philly Schools 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

Benedict Gimbel Jr., president 
of WIP, has offered a “library of 
| Sound” to colleges, secondary and 
primary schools throughout the 
Greater Philadelphia area. 

The recorded historical file, 
which contains broadcasts of many 
| of the important world events of 
'the last 20 years, is being made 
| available for classroom use only, 
| without cost. 





{ 
; tapes will 
} schools. 
events include the speeches of 
| such notables as Franklin D. Roose- 
| velt, President Eisenhower, 
{ston Churchill, Gen. Charles De- 
| Gaulle, Thomas A. Edison, King 
| George and Queen Elizabeth of 
|England, Andrei Gromyko, Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, John L. Lewis, 


the Kefauver Crime Committee, 
the Nuremberg War Trials, Pope 
Pius XI, George Bernard Shaw, 


Wendell Wilkie, Harry S. 
and many others. 


Truman 


‘| Landi Shifts to WATV 


} " ° . 
Erberto Landi, whose “Italian 


Feature Theatre’ was a longtime 


positioner on WABC-TV, N. Y., 
moves tomorrow Thurs.) to 
WATV, Newark, with his foreign 
anguage motion pix. 

Launching show will be viewed 


from 10 to 11:30 p.m 
22, it 
days. 

Barry 
newscast 


but on Sept. 
moves to 8 to 9:30 on Thurs- 


Gray, who did a 7 
via WATV for a _ short 
time last spring before a summer 
hiatus, returns on Sept. 19 in an 
11 p.m. strip instead. 


p.m. 


Fort Worth — KFKZ-TV has 
Started operating here with a test 
pattern on Channel 11. Programs 
are scheduled to begin on Sept. 11. 


The outlet is owned and operated 
by the Texas State Network and 
will be an indie outlet with no 


network affiliation. 


out that no invitation for either of | 
“Paradoxically, a performer who | the above-mentioned occasions in | 
portrays a single character in but | 1955 has been extended to any | 


Win- | 


Straight on ’55 Plans 


has been signed for ‘Tinker’s 
Workshop,” the 8 to 9 a.m. kid-| 
strip on WABC-1V, Y., that 
projected Bob Keeshan into the 
bigtime and a CBS-TV_ contract. 
Burbig, who was signed last week 
and started on the show Monday 
| (5), is Keeshan’s replacement, with 
| the latter due to start a CBS-TV 
ayem kidshow the first week in 


The United Nations Department 


| ’20’s 


the | 


j 





| 


| 


| 
' 


| 


ision of 


| characters 


| 


\ 


Henry Burbig’s Comeback 


Veteran radio comedian Henry 
Burbig is attempting a comeback— 
this time via television. Burbig, 
who’s been out of radio except for 
sporadic guest shots since 1939, 


October. 

Burbig was one of the pioneer 
AM comedians, starting in the mid- 
and becoming a headliner 
with several shows of his own dur- 
ing the ’30’s. His specialty was 
dialect and nonsense routines. He’s 
also worked as a producer-director- 
writer in radio and authored a 
book on the medium. 





Stone's 8-Show 
Merchandising 
Parlay Payoff 


In the six months sinee Martin 
Stone sold out his “Howdy Doody”- 
Kagran Productions interest to 


NBC and formed Stone Associates 
as an indie merchandising opera- 
tion, the new company has surged 
to the top of the heap among inde- 
pendent merchandising organiza- 
tions. Stone last week signed a 
deal for all merchandising and tele- 
vision rights to the Buck Rogers 
property and character, bringing 
his client list up to six companies 
and/or personalities and the num- 
ber of shows involved to eight. 


Stone client roster boasts Jackie 
Gleason, both as a personality and 
star of “The Honeymooners”; 
Television Programs of America, 
with its telepix packages including 
“Lassie,” “Captain Gallant,” 


“Fury,” “Count of Monte Cristo’ | : 


and “Science in Action’; Motion 
Pictures for Television, for mer- 
chandising the “Sherlock Holmes” 
characters and series; the Buck 
Rogers setup (which 
television rights, which Stone will 
probably farm out);. the United 
Sheeplined Clothing Co., which has 
a patent registration on all Daniel 


Groups may Cail at the studio or | Boone apparel; and another top tv 
be sent out to the | personality just signed but being 
Broadcasts of important |kept under wraps for awhile. 


Stone operation, which is run by 





just four men—Stone, brother 
Allan Stone (who was v.p. over 
merchandising at Kagran), attor- 


ney Milt Kayle (ex-President Tru- 
man’s legal adviser) and Ed Kean 
(who wrote ‘‘Howdy” 
ent merchandising operations, go- 
ing in for ‘diversification’ to a 
greater extent than any other. 
Fortune and Mitch Hamilburg, 
of the largest indies, 
ized in westerns and other adven- 
ture-type kid shows to the exclu- 
general categories, but 
Stone setup embraces personalities, 
animals, costume drama, detective 
and science. 

Also being stressed by Stone is 
the international field, which he as- 
serts is practically virgin territory 
insofar as licensing-merchandising 
is concerned. Company currently 
is producing a televised puppet 
show in Cuba, primarily for the 
purpose of testing the licensing 
pull of a television show in Span- 


have special- 


ish-speaking markets. First con- 
signment of goods will be hitting | 
Havana retail outlets soon, mark 


ing the first test campaign on the 


experiment. Other tv operations 
for foreign countries are in the 
works, and most of Stone’s deals 


cover merchandising rights outside 
the U. S. 
Much of Stone’s setup has been 
(Continued on page 48) 
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-M&L Play the Pagliacci Bit 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis put In an appearance at NBC last 


for their 
Variety 
{ other 


upcoming 
Hour.” 
AM 


Tapes wiil 
stanzas, with 


lending themselves to 


be scattered through 
kinnies 


week to cut a series of tapes and kinescopes as advance bally 
appearances 


on the Sunday night “Colgate 


“Monitor” and 
break time. 


set for station 


NBC reports the team was never more cooperative in terms of 
promotion 


and exploitation. “In fact.’ 


said one NBC exec, “the way the two cut up with each other and 
i Knocked themselves out to help—you’d never suspect!” 


includes all | 


), has taken a} 
different tack from most independ- | 


two ? 


the | 


ae 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Robert Q. Lewis back from a month in Europe in time to start hig 
CBS Radio show over the weekend and his tv’er Monday (5) _ . 
Robert Merrill pencilled in as guest star on CBS Radio’s “The Wool. 
worth Hour” Sunday (11)... Pierre Crenesse, director of the French 
Broadcasting System in North America, planed to Paris over the week. 
end for two weeks of conferences on tv exchanges between French and 
American outlets. Confabs are being headed by Wladimir Porche, 
director general of Radiodiffusion-Television Francaise + WCBS 
general manager Carl Ward back from a month in Bermuda. . . Lanny 
Ross guests at the “I Am An American Citizen Day” Sunday (11) at 
Central Park Mall... Jack V. Nichaels, a CBS engineer, won a four. 
year scholarship to any university in N. Y. State via placing 110th 
in a field of 25,000 in the N. Y. State War Regency exams . Jack 
Sterling back on his WCBS wakerupper ... Rollin Smith, WRCA pro- 
ducer, off for three weeks of tuna fishing off Nova Scotia Fred 
Freed, producer on “This Is New York” and “Eye on New York,” back 
after month’s Fire Island vacation Josephine McCarthy starting 
a new five-minute strip on cocking via WRCA at 9:55-10 a.m. starting 
Sept. 12... WCBS news director Dave Driscoll back from three weeks 
of lobster pot digging on Long Island... WLIB airing Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kipper services Sept. 16, 17, 25 and 26 for shutins and in- 
valids, with the fifth-successive-year programming emanating from 
Temple Israel ... Sidney Smith celebrating the first anni of her show 
at WRCA this week, with Harry Fleetwood heralding the second of 
his “Musie Through the Night” WRCA producer Joe Bernstein 
to Europe over the weekend for three weeks . . . Frank Goodman has 
resigned as head of the New York offices of the Arthur Jacobs Co. 
He’s leaving to open his own publicity offices, representing accounts 
of the legitimate theatre, radio, television, and personalities . .. Pianist 
Andor Foldes does a Bela Bartok memorial concert on WQXR Satur- 
day (10) ... Alma Dettinger began 15th year over same longhair sta- 
tion when she returned yesterday (Tues.) to emceeing “Other People’s 
Business” after respite ,.. Phyllis Hoecker joins Mutual in sales pres- 
; entation.and planning ...WMCA jock Murray Kaufman vying for a 
WABC-TV video show ... Johnny Desmond took ‘“Phonorama Time” 
to the Waldemere Hotel in the borscht belt Sat. (3) Hardy 
Burt, moderator-producer of “State of the Nation,” to Europe. . 


(IN CHICAGO ... 


Ed Stockmar has been upped to assistant NBC-TV sales manager 
here, reporting to sales veep Ed Hitz. Stockmar will specialize in THT 
peddling . .. Gene Autry’s sidekick Pat Buttram doubling into Windy 
City radio-tv via WBBM-WBBM-TV. He bowed last week as a deejay 
with a Tuesday and Thursday night WBBM berth, winging back to the 
Coast Fridays for the taping of Autry’s CBS weekend airer .. .. Jack 
Figen starts his fifth year Sunday night (11) at the WMAQ mikes on 
the remote from the Chez Paree . Larry Gordon has departed 
WNMP, to join WISN, Milwaukee, where he’ll helm a three-hour morn- 
ing show ...Chi NBC staff exec John Whalley and frau off on a Euro- 
pean junket ...WNG farm director Norman Kraeft and station’s pub- 
licity chief Jim Hanlon prepping the annual harvest festival tied in 
this fall with the Pontiac Area Corn Harvest Days, starting Sept. 29 
WMAQ-WNBQ newsmen Austin Kiplinger named chairman of 
Mayor Richard Daley’s advisory committee on juve delinquency , .. 
Fran Allison subbing for vacationing Kay Westfall this week on 
WNBQ’s “Bob & Kay Show” ‘ ‘ * After a summer-long illness Chuck 
Kummer airing a special series on Chi welfare agencies on her WBBM 
“Woman Views the News.” 


[IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


John Aaron, ‘‘Person to Person” co-producer, in Frisco looking for 
material and getting ideas from S. F. Chronicle’s radio-tv columnist, 
Terrence O’Flaherty ... Nancy King, right-hand gal of Bill Cullenward 
at KCBS, has departed for an ad agency spot ... Judge Orla St. 
Clair moving into tv with a KRON program on helping county jail 
inmates . Vernor Advertising Agency snagged account of KNTV, 
new San Jose channel 11 outiet scheduled to take to the air at 
mid-month according to General Manager Douglas D. Kahle... . 
Eddie Mayehoff in town and chatting with KPIX execs . Marjorie 
King signed for another 52 weeks with KNBC... Burt Wiser, sailor 
who does “Navy News” over KPIX, won 12th Naval District talent 
contest and is reported set for Sept. 18 Ed Sullivan spot... 
Newest of the women producers is Jean Compton, just kicking off 
“City Limits” via KGO-TV with Bob Day doing the narration — 
Jeff Donnell up from Southern California for some ribbon-cutting 
American Chemical Society and KQED got together, are put- 
ting on a chemistry tv show with researcher Harry Sello emceceing. 


[IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


English star Jeannie Carson, guest of WPTZ cocktail party af the 
Warwick Hotel (6) for NBC-TV “Heidi” promotion. Actress appeared 
at station in four major programs same day... John Facenda adds a 
third daily newscast to his WCAU-TV schedule (12)... Jack Pearce, 
KYW production dept., taking reserve training at Fort Knox, Ky. and 
Deejay Perry Andrews with the N. J. National Guard at Camp Drum, 
N.Y, . Phil Sheridan, WCAU-TV weatherman, marked fifth anni 
with same bankroller-Western Savings Fund Society . Creighton 
Stewart “For Women Only”) chalked up 10 years with WCAU radio 
...John Raleigh, KYW news director, and family returned from week’s 
cruise to Bermuda (30)... Ralph Wenge, formerly of WPTZ’s general 
service dept., moves to WCMC, Wildwood, N. J., as staff announcer 

Hess Bros, Department Store, Allentown, Pa., withdrew as spon- 
sors from Mike Ellis’ “Tonight in Phila” on account of WPTZ’s re- 
fusal of gagged-up commercials Dick Clark, emcee of WFILS 
“Caravan of Music” appointed to national disk jockey committee of 
1956 Heart Drive Fund. . } 


‘IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Mother of Gene Godt, WCCO-TV promotion director, passed away 
; Three of Twin Cities’ four tv stations will televise available 
U. of Minnesota football games this fall. Six of the 11 radio stations 
will broadcast the contests play by play. Sponsors for the program 
| already have been lined up by radio stations WCCO, KSTP and 
WLOL, «-. WCCO-TV in cooperation with Minnesota State Fair 
| brought in Gene Autry and his troupe for personal appearances at 
| the exposition prior to launching series of new Autry films five 
afternoons a week .. . Horace Heidt’s network show to be televised 
from local legit Lyceum theatre Sept. 10... After 14 years aS @ 
KSTP tv and radio announcer, Ben Leighton resigning to enter adver- 
tising field 


IN OMAHA... 


Bob Morris new sportscaster on KRVN, Lexington, Neb. WOW- 
TV photog Bill LaViolette recovering from a pistol wound suffered 
when a gun he took to bed with him because of prowlers in the area 
accidentally discharged WOW-TV sponsoring fourth annual Ne- 
braska Mechanical Corn Picking contest at Fairbury Oct. 10... KFAB 

(Continued on page 46) 
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‘N.Y. STATIONS RIDE TV BOOM 





W Network Premieres 


(Sept 


. 7-17) 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 9 


Adventures of Rin Tin Tin (film). 


8 p.m., National Biscuit, via Ke 
The Big Story. Drama, NBC, 


Adventure, ABC, 
nyon & Eckhardt. 
9 to 9:30 p.m.,, American Tobacco, 


7:30 to 


Simoniz (alt. wks.), both via SSC&B. 


Star Stage (live and film). 


Drama, NBC, 9:36 to 10 p.m., Camp- 


bell Soup via BBD&O, Pond’s Extract via J. Walter Thompson. 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 10 


Mr. Wizard (Don Herbert). 
sustaining. 


Two for the Money (Herb Shriner). 


Science, NBC, 11:30 a.m. to 12 noon, 


Quiz, CBS, 9 to 9:30 p.m., 


P. Lorillard, via Lennen & Newell. 


It’s Always Jan (Janis Pai 


ge) (film). Situation comedy, CBS, 


9:30 to 10 p.m., Procter & Gamble, via Compton. 


Gunsmoke (film). 


Mvers, 
Your Hit Parade. Music, NB 


Western, CBS, 10 to 10:30 p.m., 
via Cunningham & Walsh. 


Liggett & 
C, 10:30 to 11 p.m., American To- 


bacco via BBD&O, Warner-Hudnut via Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
SUNDAY, SEPT, 11 


Lassie (film). Drama, CBS, 7 
BBD&O, Kellogg via Leo Burn 


Private Secretary (Ann Southern) (film). 


7:30 to 8 p.m. (alt. wks.), 
Color Spread (Skin of Our 


7:30 to 9:30 p.m. (one time only, 
four weeks; Sunbeam via Perrin-Paus, 


every 
Fletcher D. Richards, Lewis H 
Sample, Maybelline via Gordon 
cam, Buick via Kudner, 


to 7:30 p.m., Campbell Soup via 
ett (alt. wks.). 


Situation comedy, CBS, 


American Tobacco via BBD&O. 


Teeth) (color). Spectaculars, NBC, 
thereafter 7:30 to 9 p.m.), once 
U.S. Rubber via 
owe & Co. via Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Best, Goodyear via Young & Rubi- 


Standard Brands via Ted Bates, U.S 


Savings & Loan via McCann-Erickson, Kraft via J. Walter Thomp- 


son (participating). 


MONDAY, 
Children’s, NBC, 5:30 to 6 p.m., Monday- 


Howdy Doody (color). 
through-Friday, participating. 
Dotty Mack Show. 


Medical Horizons. Documentary, 


Pharmaceuticals via J. Walter 


Pantomime, ABC, 9 to 9:30 p.m., 


SEPT. 12 


sustaining. 
ABC, 9:30 to 10 p.m., Ciba 
Thompson. 


Robert Montgomery Presents. Drama, NBC, 9:30 to 10:30 p.m., 


Jehnson’s Wax via Needham, L 
& Eckhardt (alt. wks.). 


TUESDA 

Dinah Shore Show. Music, 
and Thursdays, Chevrolet via 
Warner Bros. 
(film). 
& Walsh 
ham, Louis & Brorby, 
& Rubicam 


Presents (King’s 
Drama, ABC, 8 to 9 p.m.; 
(one-half, every week); 
General Electric via Maxon and Young 
(one-half each, alt. 
Make Room for Daddy (Danny 


ouis & Brorby, Schick via Kenyon 


Y, SEPT. 13 
NBC, 7:30 to 7:45 p.m., Tuesdays 
Campbell-Ewald. 

Row, Cheyenne, Casablanca) 


Liggett & Myers via Cunningham 
Monsanto Chemical via Need- 


wks.). 


Thomas) (film). Situation comedy, 


ABC, 9 to 9:30 p.m., American Tobacco via SSC&B, Dodge via 


Grant (alt. wks.). 


Du Pont Cavalcade Theatre (film). 


du Pont via BBD&O. 


WEDNESD 

Disneyland (film). ABC, 7:30 
Geyer 
week): 
via MeCann-Erickson (one-half 
MGM Parade (film). 


and Brooke, Smith, French & Dorrance 
American Dairy Assn. via Campbell-Mithun, Derby Foods 


Drama, ABC, 9:30 to 10 p.m., 
AY, SEPT. 14 

to 8:30 p.m.; American Motors via 
(one-half, every 


each, alt. wks.). 


ABC, 8:30 to 9 p.m., American Tobacco via 
SSC&B, General Foods via Benton & Bowles (alt. 


wks.). 


THURSDAY, SEPT. 15 


Stop the Music. Quiz, ABC, 
(alt. wks.), 


Down You Go. Panel, ABC, 9: 


Necchi (one-half alt. 


8:30 to 9 p.m., Quality Goods Mfg. 
wks.), both via Grey. 
30 to 10 p.m., Western Union via 


Albert Frank-Gunther Law (alt. wks.); Procter & Gamble, Amer- 
ican Home Products (one-half each, alt. wks.), both via Biow- 
Beirne-Toigo, 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 17 


Pinky Lee Show. Comedy, N 
America via Moselle & Eisen. 


Paul Winchell-Jerry Mahoney Show. 


1l a.m., sustaining. 

Press-Box Preview. 
CO-Op. 

NCAA Football. NBC, 2 to 
Bowles, General Cigar via You 


& Eckhardt {co-sponsorship, wi 


Football Scoreboard. NBC, 5 to 5:15 p.m., 


MacManus, John & Adams. 
Perry Como Show. Variety, 
Campbell- Mithun; Kleenex via 
Via SSC&B; Dormeyer via Joh 

___ Tomorrow, Educational, 


Sports-pre-football, 


ABC, 


BC, 10 to 10:30 a.m., Sweets Co. of 


Comedy, NBC, 1030 to 


NBC, 1:45 to 2 p.m, 


5 p.m., Aveo Mfg. via Benton & 
ng & Rubicam, Schick via Kenyon 
th one fourth co-op). 
Dow Chemical via 
NBC, 8 to 9 p.m., Gold Seal via 
Foote, Cone & Belding: Noxema 
n W. Shaw (one-sixth each). 
10 to 10:30 p.m., sustaining. 








ABC Pix Gimmick: 
Guess the Rating 


A Tt ‘ Tr 
TV has come up 


Su a Sales 7 Promotion for its and Martha Rountree Presbrey are 
t : _ . . . : . 
ims. It's a $1,750 “guess the rat- |!" Warrenton, Va., where they live 
: ontest open to some 700 me-| They applied last week for a 5,000 
ea esearch personnel in New} Watt daytimer on the 1420 ke fre- 
} |! Chicago agencies. First, quency which they estimated \ 
>1,000 goes to the contest-| earn $10,000 the first vear, Pres 
> comes closest to the show’s! brey would be general manage! 
2 Nielsen rating for the four and his wife program director 
in October, To obtain the station they wil 
1 oning behind the contest,! have to beat out Connie B. Ga) 
] a ~ ome out and is being program director of WV ARE 
Ab ' YY Charles R. (Chick) | Ariington, Va., who filed for the 
: ‘ne web's national sales man-| same frequency six Weeks ago 
tenn} S that the agencites in at-| Gay, who syndicates a country mu- 
th, ng pete 9 a rating will give | sie series on radio and tv. is rapid- 
the at, in 0.0., more so than | }y acquiring a chain otf broadcast 
| ¥ would. Moreover, properties. He owns radio and t\ 


the Py Pitching participations ir 
eatures on ai low 
aM me basis (it 


(Continued on page 48) 


: 
| 
| 


with a 


cost-per- 
anticipates an 


'Presbrey (Rountree) 
Bid for AM Daytimer, 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
The husband-wife tea 


1/ stations in Fairmont, W. Va., 
| radio outlet in Butler, Pa., 

a 10° interest in an 
j Martinsville, W. Va 





But Gay Also Competing 


m of Oliver 


and has 
AM’er in New 
‘Week w 


BLAGK INK DAYS 
COR GOUT OF 


For the first time at least six of 
metropolitan N. Y.’s seven televi- 
sion stations can say that within 
the next year they'll be running 
regularly in the black. That doesn’t 
mean that they’ll all be showing a 
lifetime profit, since four, if not 
five, of them must overcome their 
immense initial outlays, it’s re- 
ported. 

WCBS-TV and WRCA-TV are 
no strangers to the profit column, 
with the CBS o&o reported the 
heaithiest of the lot. But WABC- 
TV, the remaining network outlet, 
is hitting the profit consistently 
for the first time this year. WPIX, 
the Daily News station and WOR, 
the General Teleradio outlet, fol- 
low, with WPIX’s profits on a 
month to month basis in recent 
months of 1955, as far as can be de- 
termined. WABD, the DuMont 
0&0, which was one of the three 
tv stations, along with WCBS and 
WRCA, that profited in '54, had a 
revenue reversal at the outset of 
’55, and is coming out of it only 
currently. As for WATV, the 
Newark-based station, it has been 
losing reportedly as much= as 
$10,000 per week in ’55, but it’s 
felt by many that this seventh sta- 














2 


tion is evolving a program pattern | 


that could ultimately 
out in black ink. 

As a matter of fact, considered 
as one of the reasons why N. Y. 
video, after nearly a decade of 
rough: competition and worrisome 
losses, is that each outlet of the 
non-web is only lately finding it- 
self a distinct program character 
apart from the stamp of net flags. 


And in this city of about 4,500,000 , 


video homes, at least 10% of which 
were lately found to have second 


sets, there seems to be ample room 


for the program diversity. 
Lots of Factors 
Other factors which the various 
station heads feel has contributed 
to their new-found comfort in 
N. Y. (whereas recently as last year 


a strong segment of the trade said | 
of the seven stations ' 


that four 
could never hope to profit): 

There’s more advertising enter- 
ing tv. One stati6n chieitain last 
week estimated that video under- 
writing has increased perhaps 20% 
this year over last. 

Since the acknowledged sturdy 
money-makers, WCBS-TV and 
WRCA-TV, primarily because of 
their network ties, are running out 
of prime times for the national and 
local spot advertisers, some of the 
bankrollers are spilling over to the 
other five stations. 

Thirdly, and probably the most 
unattractive facet of the mild tv 
boom in N. Y., is that “pitch’’ biz 
—only slightly cleaned up to meet 
legal objections—is around in big- 
ger amounts to give many of the 
seven channels a goodly amount 
of billings. 


As for the progress of each N. Y. 


i video operations, the CBS and NBC 


flags, as pointed out, lead the 
pack. Due to the complicated 
bookkeeping that goes on between 
a web and its o&o’s, it’s hard to 
say whether either station really 
paid for its own construction as 


yet, but if it’s true of any of the 
| seven stations, it's said to be true 
of them. 
WABC-TV’s No. 3 ‘Status 
WABC-TY, the ABC station, has 
replaced W ABD as the third sta- 
lon page 44 
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Robt. Sarnoff to Head 
_ Nail. Advertisi ing g Week 


Peete idveé ising aa ern is re- 
f] ed ant in the decision of the 
American Federation of Advertis- 
ers to name a broadcasting repre- 
sentative fo. the se ond successive 
year to head up Nati ynal Ad e tis- 
ing Weel 

Getting the nod this time is Rob- 


ert W Sarnoil, exec veepee of 
NBC. Last year the honor went 
to Jack L. Van Volkenburg, CBS- 
rV prexy. National Advertising 
ill be observed in February, 


spell itself | 


|Someone at ABC Goofed? Winchell’s 
Ace-in-the-Hole in $7,000,000 Suit 


* Carbon copy of a letter sent by 
| ABC's legal department to the net- 
| work’s insurance company two 

}months after the network granted 

| Walter Winchell his release will 

ibe the crux of Winchell’s $7,000,- 





All in the Family 

Trans-World Airlines is 
mulling bankrolling the Walter 
Winchell commentary begin- 


ning on Mutual Sunday (11). | 000 damage suit against ABC, the 

Fact provides a touch ot irony | columnist revealed. The lette r, a 

to industry observers. | copy of which was sent to Win- 
| 


;chell presumably by mistake, in- 
formed the insurance company that 
it rejected the company’s refusal 


Hughes controls 
it was he, only a 


Howard 
TWA, and 


few months ago, who sold | ee ane _ 
RKO Pictures to Tom O'Neil's to assume liability for punitive 


| damages and also that at any rate 

G00. O'Neil is boss of Mutual, | Bcnell Aa been covered egeinst 

and for Hughes’ TWA to buy | punitive damages all the while un- 

into the Winchell quarter-hour | @¢" the network's own overall ia- 

would mean pouring back | Surance policy. 

heavy coin into the O'Neil cof- Letter is the basis of Winchell’s 
| contention that he had been ‘mis- 


fers. 
informed” by the network as to the 


General Teleradio for $25,000,- 











ihim from his contract. Request 

= 
Round In St. Loo | few him that his policy did 
work without proper protection. 


| Status of his insurance. Winchell 
e isd | last spring had asked that the web 

Ins re im either take out a policy covering 

| punitive damages or else release 

had been based on the fact that 

| ABC prez Robert E. Kintner had 

not cover punitive damages, and 

Ch 11] B | Winchell had stated he wouldn’t 
anne att e Network thereupon gave Winchell 
| his release from the lifetime con- 


Washington, Sept. 6. tract, Which was then paying him 

CBS came through the first 516,000 per simulcast and guaran- 

ae ‘ teed him $1,000 a week for “life.” 
round of the contest for Channel i ; 

a da it hele hee SO Benes When he received the copy of 

: “adios ow" ABC's letter, which contended he 

iner Thomas T. Donahue today jad been covered against punitive 


(Tues.) recommended that the net- damages all the while, Winchell 


work be favored over three com-| Went back to ABC and asked that 
: : ; the contract be reinstated, since 

yeting applicants. If the recom- ; ; ‘ebibet 

peting applic the the entire affair was a “misunder- 


mendation is upheld by the Com- 
mission, CBS will get its fourth 
VHF owned-and-operated station. 

Except for the factor of local 
residence, Examiner Donahue fa- 


standing.”” Winchell says the web 
turned his down cold, and at that 
point he decided to sue. Prelim- 
inary papers in the $7,000,000 ac- 
tion were served last week on ABC, 


/vored CBS by a wide margin over ee ae hopin es » 
ithe other contestants. He found “°° aU, With MFSt SCCK a Cecilia 
ratory decree from the courts te 


the web superior over its competi- : 
P determine whether he has a case. 


tors in background and experi- 
ence, management and operation | Controversy stems back to last 
proposals, and proposed program- February, just before the cancer 
ming. rackets case involving Winchell 
= Sceak. came to court. Insurance company 
Praising the network for “seek-. ‘ ; : 
at that point informed ABC that 


ing a Station of its choice not by 
' purchase where competition is not 
present but by entering the arena 


if Winchell were found guilty of 
malice and punitive damages im- 


‘of competitive proceedings and Posed, the company refused to ac- 
laving its record on the line | ¢¢Pt liability under its policy for 
: » the punitive damages. As it hap- 


against vigorous adversaries, 


1 Donahue found that “the culmina- | pened, Winchell won the case, but 
tion of that verv searching test” immediately thereafter took up the 
: : ae aise ai , question of his insurance coverage 

revealed that the network’s “only , %* ssp : . q 
.” with Kintner. When Kintner in- 


significant weakness is its size 

Regarding the issue of diversifi- 
cation, on which the competing 
applicants will rely in arguing for 


formed him that it was impossible 
to secure a policy covering puni- 
tive damages, Winchell asked that 


| oe tee Canunindon ox either this be done or he be re- 
© reverc: ’ uX- » . . 
a i. ) a ” i. ty fe ie kal leased from his contract with the 
e a] , $ v2 J : . : 
SMMCT LPOHSNUS Ar web. American Broadcasting-Par- 


no one in fear of results flowing 
too great centralization of the con- 
trol of mass information media.” 

However, he asserted, “it must 
be recognized that network broad- 
casting is the warp in the fabric of 
American broadcasting Consti- 
tuted as that svstem of broadcast 
ing is, network operation is vital 
to its success.” The Commission 
itself, he noted, has recognized 
that owned-and-operated stations 
in major markets are essential t 
network operation. 


ainount Theatres board of directors 
then voted to release Winchell 
from the pact. 
Letter to the insurance company 
(Continued on page 48) 


Toni Biz Sparks 


‘Nathanson Agency 
PHASE 2 OF BRITISH vv ssn! ts 
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Nathanson, who five years 


yack resigned as ad manager of 
COM’ L TV BOWS JAN. roni Co., and joined Weiss & 
eller aS a veepee, bringing with 
London, Sept him portions of the Toni account, 
The second of sgritain’s come ‘tting up his own agency Dec. 
ercial tv stations, which will be 1 Nucleus of the new ad shop will 
centered in the Midlands town o be the Toni biz—exceeding $8,000,- 
000 annually—which W&G 1 
| ( s aue to SW] nlo a A , 
igning, ellective the same date. 
' 108 oe Y mus y ane 7 shai \ nou h Wei >» & Gelle VU 
; pre] ed Db 10 continue to iInciude 
Independent Teie ion Authoril adio-t\ participants % \] 
Wil el ce a population ot about David Wines and Purex as 
6,000,000 peopie, as a Slice of the Wrigley gu 
Veekday operation of the station ings, the loss of the Toni a 
| be in charge ot Associated, is expected to touch off so 
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he weekend programmers’ for 40 staffers reportedly tf J 
Londo The choice of contractor axe 
for weekend time in Birming!] With the formation oi 
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Investigate at once...“San Francisco Beat”...39 exciting, authentic half-hour 
detective dramas from CBS Television Film Sales. 


A network-proven show, this series stands up under any investigation. 

As “The Line-Up,” it was number one in its time period on the CBS Television 
Network...rated 62% higher than the average nighttime network program— 
43% higher than the average network mystery program.* 





“San Francisco Beat” co-stars Warner Anderson and Tom Tully...in powerful, 
fast-moving drama based on actual cases. Produced “on location,” it’s a 

vivid portrayal of big-city police in action, filmed by famed Desilu Productions 
under the supervision of the San Francisco Police Department. 








“San Francisco Beat” is available to all stations for the first time...subject 
| to prior sale. Get all the facts first-hand from... 


CBS TELEVISION FILM SALES, INC. with ottices ail 


in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas, Atlanta, Boston, Detroit and St. Louis. 
Distributor in Canada: S. W. Caidwell Ltd., Toronto . 
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MEDIC 

With Richard Beone, narrator 

Production Supervisor: James Mo- 
ser 

Exec Producer: Worthington Miner | 

Producer: Frank LaTourette ; 

Director: John Brahm (alternating 
with Ted Post, George Cahan, 

Moser) 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9 P.M. 
DOW CHEMICAL, GE 
NBC-TV, film 
(BBD&O; McManus, John & 
Adams) 

“Medic,” whose medical realism 
created a stir when it bowed on tv 
last year, is now turning candor 
into a cliche. The law of diminish- 
ing returns in talking about oper- 
ations is catching up with this se- 
ries. Viewers, like the medicos who 
are daily exposed to all sorts of | 
visceral horrors, might find the| 
scalpel - suture - guaze routine get 
ting to be somewhat routine. That’s 
especially true when the “Medic” 
yarns fail to provide that extra | 
fillip of originality. 

The new season’s kickoff stanza | 
(5) was an ordinary parlay of surgi- 
cal and psychiatric angles. | How- | 
ever, the nature of the spotlighted | 





physical disorder ‘the actual star | 
of this show) called for an offbeat | 
operation, called an_ eleaostomy, | 
which involved the removal of the | 
lower colon and substitution of a 
new channel for waste elimination. 
Such an _ operation, of course, 
called for considerable frank taix 
about physical processes not or- 
dinarily mentioned on tv, or most | 
other places either, for that matter. | 
There was a certain “shock” value | 
in the matter-of-factly enunciated | 
clinical details, but this show tries | 
to make too much capital out of 
this point and often skirts the mac- 
abre and the morbid. 

The script otherwise was riddled 
with cliches as it unfolded the 
story of a girl who was afraid to 
undergo the operation. Seems as 
if she was a rejected child and a 
perfectionist who tortured herself 
into an ulcerated psychosomatic 
condition. As her psychiatrist in- 
forms her helpfully: ‘‘you have a 
real problem and you can’t solve 
it by running away from it.” She 
finally consents to go under the)| 
knife after a long sequence in 
which she’s shown in a hospital 
bed wracked with insufferable 
pain. This was a gruesome bit 
parading under the banner of real- 
ism, But the stanza did omit the 
closeup on the actual operation. 
The windup was pure soap, or 
stethoscope, opera as the girl, de- 
pressed after the successful opera- 
tion was won back to normal living 
through the example of another 
Woman with a similar condition. 

The cast performed with profes- 
sional excellence. Plugs for both 
the Dow Chemical Co. and General 
Electric were effectively limited to 
fore and aft positions, permitting 
uninterrupted showing of the 
drama. Herm. 








Twin Cities Again Ready 
To Flip Its Grid Lid; 


Lotsa Sponsor Coin. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 


DRAGNET TALES OF THE TEXAS RANGERS 
With Jack Webb, Ben Alexander, With Willard Parker, Harry Lauter, 
William Idelson, Don Barton,, Jan Shepard, Paul Maxey, Jack 
Kurt MarteM, Virginia Gregg;| VV. Littlefield, William Boyett, 


Walter Schumann orch 


| Producer-Director: Jack Webb 


Writers: John Robinson, Frank 
Burt 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
LIGGETT & MEYERS 
NBC-TV (film) 
(Cunningham & Walsh) 


An old tv friend who has never | 


been away returned Thursday 
night. Jack Webb’s “Dragnet” 
series is responsible for this para- 
dox, since it’s been around all 
summer with reruns so the Thurs- 
day night tuner-inners haven't had 
a chance to lose the habit. What 
they got with this season kickoff | 
telepic was standard “Dragnet” fare, | 
complete with the case history | 
facts as sold by Webb’s Detective 
Sergeant Joe Friday and sidekick | 


Officer Frank Smith, played by 
Ben Alexander. In fact, a few 
more facts on the case shown | 


would have been in order as things 
got a bit cryptic too often for the 
viewing to be easy. Still and ail, 
the Season teeoff hit a generally 
good level, colored by a number of | 


‘topnotch supporting performances. 


Webb still holds to his restrained | 
type of histrionics, with Alexander | 


| taking care of any lightness needed 


to leaven the crime melodramatics. 
These two make a good team and, | 
while on most of the time, still | 
take plenty of occasion to sharpen | 
the entries in the series by tossing | 
dramatic meat to supporting char- | 


{ 


| 30 Mins., Sat., 41:30 a.m. 


John Pickard, Peter Dane 
Producer: Colbert Clark 
Director: Lew Landers 
Writers: Robert Shaeffer, 

Freiwald 


Eric 


GENERAL MILLS 


| CBS-TV (film) 


(Tatham-Laird) 

“Tales of the Texas Rangers,” to 
which General Mills bought up the 
rights and assigned Screen Gems 
to produce, is essentially a western 
in modern dress. Based on the files 
of the Lone Star state police, as 
was. the radio show of recent vint- 
age, it has enough of a format twist 
to keep the kiddies, for whom it’s 
obviously intended, glued to the 
sets with its combination of mod- 
ern police work in a western set- 
ting. Use of helicopters, Walkie- 
talkies and squad cars combined 
with good old-fashioned horses is 
enough of a twist to give it its own 
individuality among the raft of 
westerns and crime shows cur- 
rently on the screens. 

Apart from this, the series is 
pretty much on the routine side. 
Physical production is good, as is 
all of the Screen Gems work, but 
the writing, acting and direction 
are par for the course. Opening 
story, a kidnaping yarn in which 
the above-mentioned crime-track- 


acters. That was true this time |ing methods were used, was crisp 
around, wrapping up the part of a| enough in its action but routine 


'frightened charwoman who finds; both in story and in approach. 


a murder victim in an office in the | These days, with television satu- 
building she is cleaning. From |rated with crime shows and west- 
there on, Friday and Smith take/|erns, it takes a distinctly offbeat 
over, going through two suspects, | filmmaking technique to make a 


William Idelson, the dead woman’s 
husband, and Dan Barton, a man 
with a record, before the crime is 
fastened on the late Kurt Martell. 
Just how the latter got into the 
act was never quite clear, but the 
case was airtight, anyway, because 
he went to the gas chamber. 

The files of the Los Angeles and 
other police departments supply 
the case histories for dramatization 
and the source shou!d be good for 
endless crime stories, even though 
“Dragnet” has been using them 
steadily since its initial debut Jan. 
3, 1952. Writers John Robinson and 
Frank Burt put this one togethe? 
acceptably, except for the obscurity 
in connection with the main sus- 
pect, and Webb doubled as pro- 
ducer and director for his Mark 
VII outfit capably. Liggett & My- 
ers’ Chesterfield smokes are still 
bankrolling, with George Fenne- 
man and Hal Gibney doing the 
sales pitch. Brog. 


KELLOGG BUY GIVES 
GODFREY WED. ria 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Kellogg is playing it cozy with 
CBS-TV’s nighttime this fall after | 
deciding against returning to ABC- 
TV’s Sunday afternoon “Super 
Circus.” Breakfast grub maker 
next week joins the Wednesday 
night Arthur Godfrey show, and ' 
on Sept. 18 moves in with Camp- | 
bell Soups as an alternate check- | 
payer on the Sunday night ‘“‘Lassie’”’ | 
telepix. | 

Despite the Frigidaire defection, | 











With U. of Minnesota football 
games’ sponsors again exceedingly 
plentiful, it’s indicated that at least 


three of the Twin Cities’ four tv | 


stations and five of its 10 commer- 
cial radio stations will be televis- 
ing and broadcasting all home and 
away contests this fall. 

Three radio stations, WCCO, 
KSTP and WLOL, already 
lined up sponsors. 

TV stations can’t make any deals 
until it’s known what games will 
be available for televising. How- 
ever, WCCO, WTCN and KEYD, 
have announced they’ll be bidding 
for the privilege and it has been 
university athletic department pol- 
icy to allot video and audio rights 
to any and all when there’s no con- 
flict with NCAA policy. 

Under new NCAA regulations, 
the university will be permitted to 


Godfrey’s midweek 60-minute show 
| starts its new season soldout. Kel-4 
|logg and Pillsbury, both handled 


| by Leo Burnett, will share the last 


half hour on alternate weeks while | 


| Toni is cutting’ back to a skip-a- 
| week identity with CBS-Columbia 
| coming in to take up the slack in 
| the first half. 


have | 


' stations, 


series stand out, and ‘‘Tales of the 
Texas Rangers” hasn’t got it. 
Series is centered around Willard 
Parker and Harry Lauter as a 
Ranger team, and they’re both 
husky, goodlooking gents who 


| should build up some hero-worship 


among the moppets. They turn ina 
creditable thesping job as well. 
Remainder of the cast were com- 
petent without being outstanding. 
Teleplay by Robert Shaeffer and 
Eric Freiwald stressed the mixture 
of modern and pioneer methods, 
working it into the script nicely 
and topping it with the usual gun- 
play-chase sequence. Lew Landers’ 
direction was fine on the technical 
side, but wasn’t entirely impres- 
sive in giving the film as much 
tautness as it might have had. 
General Mills commercials were 
obtrusive for the simple reason 
that there were too many of them 
(four), cutting into the story twice. 
Idea of using a 20-second blurb 
after only five minutes of the story 
wasn’t a good one, and General 
Mills should stick te the orthodox 
middle-commercial- plus opening 
and close pattern. They may lose 
viewers otherwise. Chan. 


Flocd Drowns Out Mpls. TV 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 
Three of the Twin Cities’ tv 
WCCO, WTCN and 
KEYD, were off the air simultane- 
ously for three hours and longer 
Thursday (1) when a high level 
flood in the Foshay Tower build- 





| ing, where they have their trans- 


mitters, seeped into electrical 
equipment controlling the latter. 


The flooded tank is located in 
one of the small service levels 31 
stories above the ground. Building 
engineers blamed the trouble on a 
jammed float valve which allowed 
pumps to continue pouring water 
into the tank after it had been 


| filled to capacity. 











Y &R And the 


The Borden “crisis” at Young 


Borden ‘Crisis 


& Rubicam, around which rests 


the outcome of approximately $13,000,000 in billings, has taken 
a new turn of events. The sponsor’s daytime cross-the-board “Way 


of the World” entry on NBC-TV 


is being axed the latter part of 


next month and the agency is soliciting outside packages for a 


stanza featuring a “city editor” 
hind a news item. 





show that’s been kicking around 


for dramatizations of stories be- 


There’s a ‘Centerville, USA” Y & R house 


and which may get the Borden 


allow televising of two regional nod and it’s even possible that “Way of the World” may be refor- 
contests, 8 — games and | matted to incorporate the ‘‘cily editor” idea. 
gam eee Bi Beccsewe gh Whether this will resoly z the Borden situation is figured as 
Canes ae ek heap fa | anybody’s guess. It was the Borden “situation,” it’s reported, that 
~<a ke a ries re precipitated the agency's battle of the media” culminating in 
tse Neel a ip pire texran AR North. | Nat Wolff s checkout from administrative radio-tv topper into a 
i Betti Michigan i ‘. a creative development facet and Dan Seymour’s resignation to 
an One Ge A 2 He e, re go to J. Walter Thompson. 
Ss aaniite Pesaro te Reco It’s understocd that, if the new daytime entry fails to create 
ng ge lia a . tt Ss stir, Y & R may advise Borden getting out of daytime and going 
er oe _ the video stations | exclusively nighttime in tv. 
likely ete i up sponsors, a “Way of the World,” which won the New Jersey State Fair nod 
Previous NCAA rules upahibiied | mci Bre cen bs pps dora? onie entry, has had by tough 
tetas . les prohibited | g , np Artl x0dfrey in the mornings for six 
M né ota trom televising any | months before being moved into the 4 p.m. slot in July. Its rating 
garies, econ the sellouts and | has since doubled, but Borden has long felt that it’s too adult for 
lose chosen for the network.| daytime showcasing and a more conventional daytime format could 


There never has been any restric- 
tions on radio broadcasting. 


hypo ratings to an even greater 


extent. Around Y & R, appar- 


/ ently, there’s been a sharp division of opinion about this. 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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Steve Allen and Ernie Kovacs, ,show. 


who are about as different in their 
approaches to comedy as any two 
could be, have one thing in com- 
mon—their __literateness. 








Allen | gotten over that hurdle yet, 


Potoeees 
v. George Hopkins is a rising 
comic and has been that way for 
several years, but has been handi- 
capped by material. He hasn’t 


but 


deals in wit and glibness, Kovacs | his current act, as done on this bil] 
in zaniness and nonsense, but both | indicates that he’s constantly im- 


yond the realm of the ordinary 
practioner, this being their intelli- 
gent approach to humor. 

So Kovacs, currently subbing for 
the vacationing Allen on NBC- 
TV’s “Tonight,” is well fitted for 
the post. “Tonight” isn’t much 
different under Kovacs than Al- 
len, except for the fact that the 
joint physically is just about 
turned upside down and the funny 
business under Kovacs is of a dif- 
ferent variety. Show caught last 
Thursday (1) was a solid 90 min- 
utes (plus 15 minutes of local on 
WRCA-TV) of entertainment, with 
Kovacs as the hub. 

Typical of the type of business 
Kovacs indulges in are his impres- 
sions—Percy Dovetonsils, the poet, 
in a reading of Kovacs’ now-minor- 
classic ‘“‘Thoughts 
Off the Empire State Bldg.”; Wolf- 
gang Von Sauerbraten, the Ger- 
man deejay; Mr. Question Man.” 
In the non-impression bits of busi- 
ness. such suggestions as “own 
your own crime syndicate—send 
for the home kit today,” 
transiation of “Howdy Doody” into 
Hungarian. Business was done 
solo and with Gene Rayburn and 
Skitch Henderson, with both fit- 
ting into the act nicely. 

Backing vp Kovacs in style was 
the regular cast, consisting on the 
night caught of Rayburn, Hender- 
son and the band, and singer Andy 
Williams, with guests Carol Ben- 
nett, the Denvers and Ray McKin- 
ley. Williams did nicely with a 
trio of tunes, showing best on 
“Moonglow.”’ Denvers are a knife- 
throwing act with a solid blind- 
fold finish, and Miss Bennett is a 
promising young thrush who 
proved most effective on a straight 
and simple tune like “When You 
Wish Upon a Star.” McKinley, of 
course, had himself a field day on 
vocals and drums. Band is solid 
in both the instrumentals and in 
showbacking, especially sharp on 
the latter. 

Remarkable fact about the Ko- 
vacs stint is that in the entire 105 
minutes, even when Kovacs missed 
badly with a couple of routines. 
the program showed no signs of 
lagging. Chan. 


and a 


With this layout, “Teast of the 
Town” passes out of the picture 
and in its stead comes the “Ed 
Sullivan Show.” However, with 
the change of nomenclature. the 
same of everything is expected to 
continue. 

Sullivan had his difficulties this 
week and the end product showed 
it, although the net playing val- 


ues were generally good. Card 
was originally slated to have 
Shelley Winters, Lillian Gish, 


Charles Laughton and scenes from 
UA’s “Night of the Hunter” which 
had to be bypassed because of the 
sudden illness of Miss Winters. As 
a result a new batch of talent had 
to be recruited in a comparative 
hurry. 

The acts that were booked came 
over well and had name value with 
Georgia Gibbs and Don Cornell 
topping the talent. The greater 
interest seemed to be in scenes 
from the John H. Harris produc- 
tion of “Ice Capades” coming 
from Atlantic City’s Convention 
Hali. The opulence of that pro- 
duction came off well. Snatches 
from the Black & White Ballet and 
Ravel’s “Bolero” were done. Prin- 
cipal acts from the show included 
Romayne & Brent, a well-routined 
dance duo, who show fine terp as 


well as acrobatic passages, and 
The Maxwells, a rube_ hand-to- 
hand team who have adapted 


themselves to work on the frappe 
with fine results. A cute bit snob 
by a two-man setup in dog’s cloth- 
ing who walked in an out of the 
audience for okay results. 
Topper of the show, Donna At- 
wood (Mrs. John H. Harris), gave 


| 


| 





| 
| 
| 


While Falling | 





as her solo a fast and graceful bit | 
from her “Peter Pan” ballet. Miss | 


Atwood shows her class in this 
field in all directions. She’s been 
retiring for several years and in 
her interview with Sullivan via 
split-screen, she explained that 
she hopes that this will be her last 
and that a replacement will be 
found via citywide contests where 
the show will be touring. 

Miss Gibbs is a strong singer 
and a capable performer. Her 
rendition of her current “I Want 
You” and “Come Rain or Come 
Shine” brought excellent returns. 
Cornell went into the audience for 
a community sing of “The Bible 
Tells Me So” and did “It Isn't 
Fair” to wrap up his part of the 


| 
| 





|have an appeal that extends be-| proving. 


Other turns were Alice Shaw, a 
baton twirler, winner of a con. 
test, and Donna Grescoe, a fiddier 
who’s currentiy appearing with 
Sullivan at the Canadian National 
Exhibition, Toronto. Miss Grescoe 
was given a big buildup as one of 
the coming virtuosos. However, 
her selection, ‘High and Mighty” 


did nothing to further that 
contention. Piece is primarily 
wrapped around a single theme. 


There was no originality of mu- 
sical thought in embellishing that 
motif. although her catgutting was 
competent. Jose, 


This seems to be the season for 
repeats, and so far it’s all to the 
good. “Kraft Television Theatre” 
last week (13) put on a sécond 
edition of Robert Howard Lind- 
say’s “The Chess Game.” with Mel- 
vyn Douglas in the starring part. 
Play, a thoughtful and slightly off- 
beat examination of what makes— 
or can unmake—a juvenile delin- 
quent, had many fine moments and 
was acted efficiently throughout. 

Director Dick Dunlap allowed 
his players plenty of leeway and 
Douglas’ timing, while certainly 
leisurely, nevertheless helped 
build a convincing character, an 
aging reprobate who takes in a 
youth fleeing from the police and, 
by making him feel wanted, turns 
him into a decent human being, 
There were moments when Dougs- 
las sounded suspiciously like Prof. 
Higgins in “Pygmalion,” but they 
didn’t impede the dramatic flow of 
the story which, on the whole, was 
extremely well told. 

Douglas brought to his role a 
good measure of understanding, 
aided by the intelligent Lindsay 
script which, in the end, had the 
youngster and Douglas helping 
one another to make a new start in 
a decent life. Lindsay deserves a 
vote of thanks for refusing to com- 
promise with a standard practice 
and not allowing atheist Douglas’ 
views to be swayed at the end. 
_Richard Morse played the de- 
linquent and did a fine job of it. 
From the start and his bewilder- 
ing reception by Douglas, to the 
end, when he decided to wipe the 
slate clean by giving himself up 
to the police, Morse capably con- 
veyed the sense of a human being 
grasping for his roots. There were 
many fine touches to his perform- 
ance. Lin McCarthy as Glen 
Owens, the boy studying for the 
ministry and putting his faith into 
Morse, had calm dignity. 

Mary Finney provided invalu- 
able support in a key part and Har- 
old J, Stone did well as the police 
officer. “The Chess Game” pro- 
vided an hour of adult entertain- 
ment, a commodity that’s in short 





supply on tv these days.  Hift. 
“Laburnum Grove,” a J. B. 
Priestly comedy, was slow and 


amiable fare when presented on 
Broadway some 20 years ago. And 
its televersion, as. scripted by 
Ellen Violett for CBS-TV’s “United 
States Steel Hour” Wed. (31), was 
equally unexciting. For despite a 
fresh title in “Counterfeit” and 
Boris Karloff on hand to portray 
the original Edmund Gwenn role 
there wasn’t enough © suspense, 
drama or realism in the original 
to maintain viewer interest 
throughout 60 minutes before the 
cameras. 

That Priestly’s play was more in 
keeping with British tastes than 
American is seen in the fact that 
it clocked a successful 14-month 
London run prior to opening on 
Broadway. Miss Violett’s adapta 
tion hewed closely to the original 
to recount the affairs of a sub- 
urban London family whose head 
professes to be in the wholesale 
paper business but in reality is a 
counterfeiter, Karloff, who ex- 
changes pleasantries with meme 
bers of the household whilst put- 
eering about his hothouse toe 
matoes, was dignified and benign 
as the maker of bogus money. But 
the script offered few opportuni- 
ties either to him or to his fellow 
players to excel. 

Jessie Royce Landis was ma- 
tronly as Karloff’s loyal wife who 
refused to believe him a crook 


|even after he was exposed as such. 


Sarah Marshall was vivacious as 
the couple’s romantically inclined 
daughter while John McGiver im- 
pressed as a Scotland Yard detec- 
tive who brought the counterfeite¥ 
to bay. Lending adequate support, 
among’ others, were Murray 
Matheson, Lucie Lancaster and 
Terrence Kilburn. Gilb. 
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OUTSIDE U.S.A. 

With Quincy Howe 
producer: Robert Carlisle 
Director: Marshall Diskin 
30 Mins., Thurs., 10 p.m. 
ABC-TV, from New York 

ABC-TV premiered a new half- 
hour documentary series called 
“Outside U.S.A.” last Thursday 
night (1) dealing with significant 
stories from foreign countries and 
their effect on the United States, 
with Quincy Howe as the commen- 
tator. Purpose of the series is to 
make people aware of develop- 
ments around the world and what 
they mean. Initial entry, com- 
prised chiefly of edited film se- 
quences, dealt with “Agriculture In 
the U.S.S.R.” with the program 
showing both the American and 
Russian farmers visiting each oth- 
ers countries and the contrast in 
farming methods. 

While ambitious in scope and 
planning, the installment on agri- 
culture was skimpy and not too re- 
warding. Here was an opportunity 
to give the subject a real in-depth 
treatment, but the end result pic- 
torially was superficial, although 
the commentary was_ thoughtful 
and somewhat analytical. Con- 
cerning the Russians visiting the 
U.S., the shots were of the twice 
and thrice-told variety and the 
films shot in Russia were meager 
and only served to whet the ap- 
petite for fuller and more com- 
prehensive coverage. 

A large chunk of the footage re- 
capped the Stalin regime and the 
hardships of the last 30 years with 
no apparent tie-in with the sub- 
ject at hand. 

Howe himself, although a vet- 
eran commentator and historian of 
note, is rather static as a tv per- 
sonality, with almost a total lack 
of conviction or feeling. Since the 
program itself depends so much 
on his presentation, the lack of 
color and individuality proved a 
handicap. It’s assumed, or at least 
hoped, that in future installments 
he’ll also stumble less. Rose. 





ALCOHOLISM 

With Charles McCuen, others 
Producer-director-writer; McCuen 
15 Mins.: Mon., 12 p.m. 
Participating . 
WCCO-TY; Minneapolis : 

In itself, curiosity, morbid and 
otherwise, regarding what actually 
transpires behind a State inebriates’ 
hospital walls, undoubtedly would 
guarantee a considerable audience 
for this eight-part soundfilmed tv 
series which follows a woman 
alcoholic into the Minnesota State 
Hospital and reveals her treatment. 


However, the show boasts addi- 
tional Jure because alcaholism is 
the nation’s fourth most serious 
health problem affecting many 
families and communities and be- 
cause so many have a first-hand 
acquaintance with the cheering cup 
and those who overindulge in it. 


But what makes the unique pre- 
sentation so interesting in this 
instance is the fact that WCCO- 
TV producer-director-scripter-per- 
former Charles McCuen, enlisting 
State authorities’ full cooperation, 
has dug up a real-life young woman 
alcoholic as his central character. 

The young woman doesn’t even 
conceal her identity and frankly 
confesses she had herself committed 
to the institution by a relative, not 
entering it herself for fear that if 
she did she might depart before 
her treatment’s end. -’ 


Second of the eight programs 
found the case subject, attractive 
41-year old Mrs. Loris Gibson, dis- 
closing she has been a _ heavy 
drinker for six years, consuming a 
fiith of whiskey daily on the 
average. While able to retain her 
secretarial position, she finally 
realized that liquor was getting the 
better of her and decided to take 
the state hospital treatment. 


_This probably marks the first 
time Minnesota tv has gone behind 
the scenes with its camera or 
otherwise to report fully on a 
Subject of this nature. McCuen 
provided the commentary as Mrs. 
Gibson was shown being given 
parts of the treatment. Dialers saw 
he women’s ward, heard an ex- 
cerpt from the doctors’ lectures to 
patients and learned some of the 
rules and regulations and _ the 
reasons for them. They also learned 
the symptoms of alcoholism and 
that it’s considered a personality 
disorder, 

From interviews with the staff 
physicians and their talks to pa- 
tients dialers learned, too, that 
alcohol only contributes calories, 
not vitamins; that the state’s treat- 
ment tries to give victims a fresh 
View of their problems, and that 
the treatment’s aim is spiritual as 
Well as physical rehabilitation. 

b McCune is including “Alco- 

olism” in his Monday Tc-cleate 
ane newscasts and it lends added 
avor to the latter. He’s a con- 
talkene. and extremely capable 
alker efore the camera and scores 
all the way through in his quad- 
Tuple role, Rees. 


PERSON TO PERSON 
With Edward R. Murrow; guests 
June Allyson, Dick Powell, Mar- 
garet Bourke-White 
Producers: Murrow; John A. Aaron, 
Jesse Zousmer | 
Directors: Charles N. Hill, Robert | 
M. Sammon, Franklin Schaffner 
30 Mins., Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
ELGIN WATCH 
CBS-TY, N.Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Edward R. Murrow’s “Person to 
Person” started off its third season 
last Friday night (2) on a high 
level, maintaining the fine quality 
of this series with two interesting 
quarter-hours of interviews. Sub- 
Jects were  photographer-author 
Margaret Bourke-White and film 
figures June Allyson and Dick 
Powell and their two children. 
Murrow brought into one’s home | 
some charming, real people, to 


' give his teeoff program a real glow. 


Murrow (in N.Y.) traveled elec- 
tronically to California first, for a 
visit with the Powells in their 
spacious Santa Monica home. Ses- 
sion comprised a pleasant, in- 
formal chitchat with an attractive, 
gracious couple. They discussed 
home, their farm, the chickens 
they raised, their family, and their 
careers. The two children, Pamela 
and four-year-old Ricky, added a| 
sweet, wholesome touch, while 
Ricky (a film ham if there ever was 
one) stole the scenes he appeared 
in. Audiences got a generous view 
of the Powell home as he wandered 
from room to room. Powell was an 
avpealing host, whether showing 
off his family, playing the flugel- 
horn and banjo, or singing. 

The Bourke-White session was 
even better, because it had more 
meat. Murrow “visited” the noted 
photog at her Darien, Conn., home. 
Miss Bourke-White, a very attrac- 
tive, poised blonde, was also lucid 
and intelligent, as she discussed 
her war experiences, her work 
generaily, the difficulties of travel, 
and her collection of china. Her 
quiet pride in her profession and 
its influence shone through the 
talk. 

Murrow chose his participants 
wisely for this premiere session, 
to offset any feeling of sameness 
or routine that might otherwise be 
lurking as one watched his by-now 
familiar pattern of wandering from 
room to room, showing off of 
trophies or trinkets, or hearing 
some of the obvious or too simple 
questions thrown to his inter- 
viewees. 

Elgin, which got the plugs on the 
initial show, shares alternately 
with Hamm Brewing and American 
Oil Co. Bron, 


RED BARBER’S CORNER 

With Yogi Berra guest 
Producer-Director: Craig Allen 
Writer: Barney Nagler 

Fri., after fights to 11 p.m. 
STATE FARM INSURANCE CO, 
NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 

There must be a bloody corpse 
or two sprawled on the plush ex- 
ecutive carpets of NBC or the 
Needham, Louis and Brorby adver- 
tising agency as a result of the 
“Red Barber’s Corner” premiere 
last Friday (2) night. Somebody 
forgot to mention the sponsor of 
this short sports vis-a-vis until the 
very close of the show when it was 
all but overlooked in a quickie 
billboarding. It wasn’t as if the 
program, which depends for its 
length on the duration of the pre- 
ceeding Gillette” Friday night 
fights, was too short to fit any com- 
cercials at all; directly after a Bar- 
ber introduction, there were two 
of them. One was a Red Cross ap- 
peal, which bankroller State Farm 
Insurance could readily have con- | 
sidered more important than sell- | 
ing insurance, in light of the recent 
flood disaster. However, there was 
evidently time to fit the advertiser 
in right afterwards, but instead’ 
camera cut away to plug local | 
video shows. 

The program followed precisely 
the format it used in a brief stay 
last May in the same slot. After a 
summer hiatus, Barber’s return 
had Yankee catcher Yogi Berra as 
guest. There was little time for 
serious questioning—the show ran 
about eight minutes. So the pro- 
gram did not evoke authoritative | 
opinions about sports; rather, it was | 
a spotty profile-type deal, though | 
Barber handled chatter ecrietensiy. 

rt. 


GF’s 300G Saturation 


General Foods has purchased | 
the biggest saturation campaign | 
ever on the NBC-TV “Today’- 
“Home’’-“Tonight” sales setup, 
calling for 45 participations on be- 
half of its Instant Maxwell House 
Coffee over three weeks. Three- 
spots-a-day schedule will cost the 
coffeemaker over $300,000, with 
that figure including an additional 
six participations in October, 
apart from the saturation spread. 
Schedule kicks off Sept. 15. 








EDDIE FISHER’S COKE TIME 
With Fred Robbins, Axel Stordahl 
Writer-Director: Alan Handley 
15 Mins.; Wed., Fri., 7:30 p.m, 
COCA COLA 
NBC-TYV, from N.Y. 

(D’Arcy) 
_Now that CBS-TV is making a 
pitch for the juves in the 7:30 to 8 
p.m. slot, NBC-TV, with the Dinah 
Shore, Tony Martin and Eddie 
Fisher strips, have a virtual corner 
on the early evening 
stanzas that liberally dotted both 
webs’ program sked last season. 
Back for this third year, Fisher is 
again pacing a fast and pleasing 
song session in a format that has 
become practically standardized 
for these quarter-hour sessions. 


musical | 


JANE WYMAN’S FIRESIDE 
THEATRE 

(Technical Charge of Homicide) 

With Jane Wyman, William Ching, 
John Harmon, Nan Boardman, 
Argentine Brunetti, Larry Keat- 
ing, Gavin Gordon, Whit Bissell, 
Herb Patterson, Harry Antrim, 
James Flavin, Lester Dorr, 
George Chandler, Bobby Jones, 
Billy Wayne, Herb Vigran; Bill 
Goodwin, announcer 

| Producer: William Asher 

| Director: Sidney Lanfield 

Writer: Cyril Hume 

30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

NBC-TV (film) 

(Compton) 


A major-league effort in the 





“Coke Time” bowed last week 
with commendable efforts at some 
originality. The background props 
were done in impressionistic style 
and there was use made of a con- 
veyor belt effect to bring on Fred 
Robbins and conductor Axel Stor- 
dahl. Basically, however, these 
shows have to make the grade on | 
the pull of the star name and the 
quality of the music. Fisher un- | 
doubtedly has what it takes to} 
draw the Coke set. | 

On the kickoff stanza (31), | 
Fisher ovened directly with his | 
theme, “Mav I Sing to You,” wisely | 
eschewing the usual cliches of the | 
vacation-returnees. He segued im- | 
mediate!y into ‘Gee, But Your | 
Wonderful You,” broke in with 
some brief gab and moved into) 
“Love Is a  Many-Splendored | 
Thing.” Some introductory busi- 
ness on this tune with a blonde 
and a hokey moon may have been 
slightiy top flip for the mood of 
the ballad. Fisher then bounced | 
“Yellow Rose of Texas” bright'y. | 
against a ‘‘wild west” background | 
and wound up with “Song of the 
Dreamer,” a rock ’n’ roll entry 
which he didn’t forget to mention 
and his latest RCA Victor release. 


The pitch for the soft drink is 
held down to a minimum with both 
Fisher and Robbins handling the 
short and snappy plugs. Stordahl 
gives an authoritative downbeat 
for the orchestral support. 

Herm. 


FLOOD—THE STORY OF MAIN 
STREET 
With Jackie Gleason, narrator 
Producer-editor: Ernest Leiser 
Director: Vern Diamond 
Film Supervisor: Joseph Zigman 
30 Mins., Tues. (30), 10:30 p.m. 
CBS-TV, from New York 
CBS’ public affairs department 
sent twe camera teams up to 


which was one of the hardest-hit 
by the recent floods. With Jackie 


| role, 
| 


Winsted, Conn., the town of 11,000 | 


| telefilm league, Jane Wyman’s 
| post in her new Fireside Theatre 
{series shows little 
/corner-cutting normally prevalent 
in vidpix. If succeeding stanzas re- 
|peat the promise of the opener, 
| this series should prove a potent 
contender for a top rating in the 
upcoming season. 

Opener, “A Technical Charge of 
Homicide,” is good in all depart- 
ments; acting, writing, direction 
and production. Miss Wyman stars 


in premiere offering and delivers | 


a sensitive porfrayal in a low-key 
that of a sensitive, honest 
woman caught in a painful di- 
lemma. 

Actually, ‘Technical Charge,” 
adapted from Zelda Popkin’s New 


incident, follows the New Yorker 
pattern in that it is not a story in 
the accepted dramatic sense, It is 


}an incident in which the leading 


character’s acts have little to do 
with the outcome. But excellent 
acting, direction and an intelligent 
script holds viewer attention to the 
closing commercial. 

Incident concerns dilemma of a 
femme passenger in a taxi finds 
herself when the cab hits and kills 
a youth. As a witness, she is torn 
between conflicting desires to help 
the friendly cab-driver or the pov- 
erty-stricken mother of the victim. 
Despite pressures from both sides 
often bordering on the sordid, she 
testifies as exactly as she can on 


settlement helps the mother. 


portrayal of the passenger, 


cast, 
the cab-driver, 





Gleason volunteering as narrator, 
the network put some of the 
footage together as a flood fund 
appeal program and _ inserted 
into the spot currently occupied 
by “The Search.” 

As Gleason pointed out during 
his narration, after reciting some 
of the vital statistics concerning 
flood damage, the figures are so 
staggering as to be unreal, and so 
it was the web’s idea to focus 
on one town and a few of its resi- 
dents, bringing their plight to the 
screen to lend reality to a situation 
where mere numbers and statistics 
can’t tell the story. 


Very frankly, it wasn’t an excit- 
ing program, even in the area of 
special events. But then it was 
neither meant to be so nor could 
it be. As Quincy Howe said on an 


ABC-TV flood documentary the 
previous weekend, pictures. of 
wreckage and misery are very) 


monotonous things, and if it’s dif- 
ficult to watch the monotony over | 
a television screen, how much more 
so is it for the people who actually 
have to live with the desolation. 
But if unexciting, the program 
certainly made its point, focussing 
on several shopkeepers, one of 
whom lost his father as well as his 
store; an old man, a just-married 
youngster, an elderly couple. Their 
stories were much the same, wiped 
out, not knowing where to start. 
The film crews caught these people 
with their emotions down and the 
lumps showing in their throats and | 
the catches in their voices. And 
Gleason, as narrator, was the epi-| 
tome of sincerity and restraint in 
turning in a fine job of on-screen 
and voice-over exposition. 
Program was only one of several 
on radio and television during the 
past three weeks appealing for 
funds for flood victims. Entire 
industry, from the networks down | 
to the smallest stations, from the 
cameramen and editors to the 
talent who gave of their time and 
efforts, deserve a big thank-you 
from the nation. Chan, 





Boston — WNAC-TV inked the 
F. H. Snow Canning Co. Friday (2) 
for the most intensive saturation 
campaign by a food manufacturer 
on Channel 7. The heavy video 
schedule will promote the Maine 
firm’s clam chowder, corn chowder 





Benton & Bowles set the deal. 





and Indian pudding. 


netti as the distraught 


| 
| 


it | Gavin Gordon as the mother’s at- 
torney and Herb Vigran as another | house 


| witness to the accident. 


Bill Goodwin does his usual ex- 
cellent job of announcing for spon- 
soring Ivory Soap and Crisco. 

Kove. 


{ 


| CAVALCADE OF SPORTS 

| (Bobby Bell vs. Carmelo Costa) 

| With Jimmy Powers 

| Directors: Jack Dillon, others 

110 p.m, to conclusion, Fri. 

GILLETTE 

NBC-TV, from New York 
(Maxon) 

| Unlike last year’s opener be- 

|tween heavies Cesar Brion and 

| Charlie Norkus, the featherweight 

embroglio by Bobby Bell and Cer- 

melo Costa as the “Cavalcade of 

Sports” starter (2) had sparkle 

even if the big guns were missing. 

Though the International Boxing 

Club, which arranges the matches 

for Gillette on NBC, is supposed 

to have access to the best pugs in 

the biz, sponsor might have trouble 

sustaining excitement through the 

season since the best in boxing 





these days ain’t very good. Trouble | 


with the fight game in this era is 
that it lacks many real champions 
as in other sports. Somehow or 
other, without that bigname lustre, 
without that hero to laud, the ring 
seems to be cheating the audience. 

Too light to pack a wallop, Bel! 
and Costa were in that proverbial 
“fast and clever boxer” class, and 
gave the televiewer a run for al- 
lowing himself to be counted on 
the Nielsen, but neither did they 
exude that bigtime aura, that once 
in awhile the boxing “Cavalcade” 
is going to need as an antidote to 
monotony. Now all IBC’s gotta do 
is find a couple more fighters in 
each of the weight divisions who 
have the popular appeal of a Sugar 
Ray Robinson, a Joe Louis or a 
Jack Dempsey, or would that be 
asking of the James Norris office 
what the National and American 
baseball leagues offer ail the time? 


NBC camerawork was fine, as | 


usual, and Jimmy Powers fit the 
background talk job very nicely. 
Current batch of razor pitches was 
okay, but not up to the enjoyment 
of the Gillette singing and ani- 
mated commercials of other | 
rt, 


evidence of | 


Yorker mag article based on a true | 


what she saw. This serves to clear 
the cab-driver of a homicide charge 
and a later out-of-court insurance | and 


FATHER KNOWS BEST 
With Rebert Young, Jane Wyatt, 
Elinor Donahue, Billy Gray, 
Lauren Chapin, others 
Producer: Eugene B. Rodney 
Director: William D. Russell 
Writer: Roswell Rogers 
30 Mins., Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
SCOTT PAPER 
NBC-TV (film) 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


There were a lot of red faces 


around P. Lorillard and Young & 
Rubicam last winter when Kent 
ciggies decided “Father Knows 
Best” was a little too rich for its 
blood. 

With publie and critical clamor 
that went up with its cancellation, 
Scott Paper stepped in and snapped 
|the show up, preeming it for the 
|fall season last week. One of the 
complaints during Kent’s tenure, 
incidentally, was that the Sunday- 
at-10 period on CBS-TV was too 
late for youngsters who wanted to 
see it, and its new Wednesday-at- 
8:30 position should help in the 
rating picture. As things now look, 
“Father” ought to come out on top 
in the three-way battle for the 
time period, against ABC’s “MGM 
Parade” and CBS’ second-half 
“Godfrey & Friends.” 

Key to “Father’s’’ success—and 
| despite Kent’s contention that the 
ratings were low, the show did 
build audience last season (but 
after Kent had committed itself to 
| cancelling) — lies in two virtues, 
simplicity and the use of a serious 
strain in the basic comedy situa- 
tion. In “Father” the serious mat- 
ter is usually the family problem, 
more specifically, a misunderstand- 
ing between the parents and the 
growing kids. It all works out in 
the end, but the story line has that 
much more warmth, appeal and 
reality because of it. 

Typically, preem show had Rob- 
j ert Young putting Billy Gray, as 
the 14-year-old son, through some 
mental torture in his insistence 
that Gray was a chip off the old 
block as far as salesmanship went. 
He finally realized his mistake (for 
the happy ending of course), but 
through the course of the show 
there were such reminiscent strains 
as Gray's decision to grow rich 
through a mail order ad and the 
sight of him trying his hand at 
door-to-door selling. 

Blessed with a good basic theme 
(via head scripter Roswell Rogers 
producer Eugene Rodney, 
|who’s partnered with Young and 











In addition to Miss Wyman's | Screen Gems in the ownership of 
direc- | the package), the series is further 
tor Sidney Lanfield gets fine per-| blessed with an amiable cast, com- 
formances from a good supporting | Pprising Young and Jane Wyatt as 
including John Harmon as 
Larry Keating as/| 
/an attorney friend, Argentine Bru-| kids. All of them are naturals in 
1 mother, | the literal sense—the three kids, 


the parents and Gray, Elinor Do- 
nahue- and Lauren Chapin as the 


especially, seem right out of the 


next door without being 
Rounding out the 


precocious. 
| plaudits, William D. Russell’s di- 
rection is leisurely but sure, and 
| those Columbia technicians turn 
|out a topnotch quality picture. 
Chan, 


PINKY LEE SHOW 

With Jimmy Brown, Mel Koontz, 
Charlie Couch Trio, others 

Producer: Lee Wainer 

Director: John B. Lyman 

Writers: Bill Derman, Ray Allen, 
James Allen 

|30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 

| Participating 

| NBC-TV, from Hollywood 

| With a fresh format, “The Pinky 
Lee Show” resumed over NBC-TV 

|Monday (5) as a_ cross-the-board 

|children’s program. This time the 

accent is on “The Happy Town 

Circus” in which Lee effervescent- 

ly disports aS a man-of-all-trades. 

Flavor of the big top is nicely 

caught via a new set built at NBC’s 

Burbank, Cal., studios and on the 

whole the show appears to have 

hit upon the right ingredients to 

draw a generous slice of the after- 

school moppet audience. 





|. For the new _ season’s initialer 
Lee tossed in Mel Koontz’s lion 
act, a trampoline turn (Charlie 


|Couch Trio) and an American Le- 
‘gion band They helped round out 
the half-hour stanza that featured 
Lee’s slapstick humor in various bits 
of business. Some of the latter in- 
cludeu a hoky routine as a popcorn 
butcher and a “custard pie” scene 
with circus boss Jimmy Brown. 
Only in this instance the “pie’’ was 
billowing clouds of face powder. 

| Lee, as per usual, wore the 
uniform of the day—his checked 
suit and dumpy hat. He regaled 
| the studio audience of mothers and 
their offspring with such familiar 
exhortations as: “It’s hugging time 
—turn around and everbody hug! 
and also threw in an aud participa- 


tion contest in which “three 
mommys” raced in front of the 
|cameras with auto inner tubes 


draped around them. For a change 
of pace a cute blonde tagged Cindy 
Sue warbled a tune in sprightly 
fashion. It’s all pretty silly, but it 
adds up to sock stuff for the 
| romper set. Gilb. 
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VARIETY ~ ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau 
on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top-rated 
film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. All 
ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 

This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations end clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be.paid to time—day and 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with core 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 
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TOP 10 PROGRAMS 
AND TYPE 


DAY AND 


STATION DISTRIB. TIME 


TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 


JULY SHARE SETS IN 
PROGRAM STA. 


RATING (%) USE RATING 





CALIFORNIA CENTRAL VALLEY 


Approx. Set Count—1,100,000 


, KBET (10), KRON (4), KCCC (40) 
Stations— x pyx (5), KOVR (13,KGO (7). 





















































1. Waterfront (Adv) ... ENO 64s eee ee ee ee Tnurs., 6:30-9:00 .... <6 << 6 Ms acs oi okie TAM hice eee a I eRISUNCOE) ois i hans eee ees 8) eee 10.0 
2. Dangerous Assignment (Myst) Mele. aes eke. EMS. Scie iccon ls ere Mon. 8:30-9:00 ......... he Pee Ds ais.6 aie 47.5 | Godfrey's Talent Scouts .... KPIX ....... f 
2. Files of Jeffrey Jones (Myst). KOVR.......... Seer. Tues. 8:00-8:30 ......... PUR cccecavss “Wvcveceseve ek Lae Be Bee écccs eccan EE x4 seses 7.2 
4. City Detective (Myst) .. eee ee, 6d <skeensaes Fri. 10:00-10:30 ........ ee coce BB.ccccccss 403 (Undercurrent . Compenes MEE ssccscs 33.1 
5. Ramar of the Jungle (Adv). KOVR.......... Reh hc Seasvas owe as DMOn-F Tt. 5:230-6:00 2... 149) .ccces coe MBvesesxess Bt 1 ee Competition ewe w sere 
5. Passport to Danger (Adv) ...KRON......... CL) ee ea LUCE, ROOT OO. ose e's TO Sccwksce Sbcenveccace BLD ee 2 See sc canaueds SEED 65 s006% 9.1 
5. Stories of the Century (W).. KOVR.......... Serer ee Fri, F-Tiee ..ccces (sR cebeneens aks ~. 949 |Sports Reel ......... Cbeee EE #s% ses . 8.6 
5. Mr. District Att’y Myst) Ro: ee Perr Pri. 30:30-0300 ..cccess Dec sseesess. Gi avis 35.8 | Passport To Danger ........ <a 8.6 
9. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) KBET.......... MG die de «a awkekee Mon. 10:00-10:30 ......  * ee ee eer 50.7 | Robt. Montgomery Presents KRON ....... 14.9 
10. Biff Baker, USA (Adv)..... |. 00 fi : are Pea nn ict a aeee ery age UES | (er jc es eae y 2 a eae 56.2! Two For Your Money ...... ll) oy ae 16.5 
ST. LOUIS Approx. Set Count—700,000 Stations—KWK (4), KSD (5) 
1. Badge 714 (Myst) Oe pe ner ere ene 1h, Oem Mon. 9:30-10:00 ........ BEE rend sieveieveieiey) Hi berclevslesietere 42.4 {Summer Theater ........ A |) ie 8.6 
2. Mr. District Att’y (Myst)... LSS 0 ee ee rr ere ree Mon. 10:00-10:30 ....... BUA ice ease BOescdciccs, DRS Oe. .5 oie seen de ee, |) ee ee 4.7 
3. § Led 3 Lives (Dr) ......... ae eee, a en Wed. 10:00-10:30 ....... Mh Evessesces Bs ecnvenes See Re GD bsecices —— ere 9.3 
4. City Detective (Myst)........KSD..... Bry. () Capea ienine eee ener Eri. @:30-10:60 . ....<.- BEG ccccdiawore Tse ciceesse Doe PEED TOOPIIGN AYQNOP cocci We 65 0 8 58% 10.4 
5. Passport To Danger (Adv).... KWK...... Scie MIR « <a ove lle iocerSiBrnieiets Pri. 160:00-10:30 ...ccees Be ikcesenes “Wanwens BES NRG ae nn hv oc ecaseuen 
Sports Time—H. Wismer.. KSD ........ 5.3 
6. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv)... .KSD........... SOCVEN-UD . c.cceesss LHUTS. 10:00-10:30 ......- 4 oe aire ase ee aoe 42.2 |Name’s The Same ........ MONEE. ca os aia 13.5 
7. Little Rascals Review (Ch)... KWK....... coe MUCOTERBUR. 2 ovccs ce Bat. GAR OMO 2... ccccces  és:0060% 70......... 29.2 | Numerous Competition .... 
8. Superman (Adv) ........... Mitt). »acasiocaes Flamingo...... eae MAOR, BiS0-6200 ..askss- ee ; 24.3 | Gil Newsome ......... Se: ee 3.3 
9. The Falcon (Myst) ......... 2) eee ere ery T Sun. 10:00-10:30 ....... ee 63....0.... 20.6 |Sherlock Holmes ......... ~~  errerere 10.8 
9. Wild Rill Hickok (W)....... Meee canieciouseos Pilamingo..« ...65.- “cnurs, 5:30-6:00 .....65: Ok. rae BG ocaincawss 190) |G NOWSOME ... 666s. covees i ee 2.2 
CINCINNATI Approx. Set Count—525,000 Stations—WLW-T (5), WCPO (9), WKRC (12) 
1. Mr. District Att’y (Myst) ....WLW-T........ SNS aig ch a alee aiareiuite Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ ee ‘ek -~ Mcawas weve 6 Eee lll 18.5 
2. Mayor of the Town (Com)....WCPO ........ Re: Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ ae cues: Ue saeouwese 47.6 |The Search ....... errr: jj§ Jer 18.3 
3. I Led 3 Lives (Dr).......... eee eee rer: Thurs. 7:30-6:00 ...c.06: aera Seren lee err eer 23.2 
Z. Becket Saund (ivet)........WRARC. . ccccccs MBC. covcccs Rea WEG. B200-G:96 6 cos veccwn RA. csierssisleve, Leo aloes « 60 rate TV Theater ...ccccen WEmE secces 16.5 
5. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WLW-T........ BERNE Scie solaietatc store vetee Sat. 70:00-10:980 .. scene TASB wccccosce BB ceccscce Gh | Meee Deller Mlewle .ccecc WO ccccecs 16.5 
6. Boston Blackie (Myst) .  » WOE» woneeee i si a Ss al ain to Sat. 10:30-11:00 ........ ) er eke: Mhanene 32.7 | Best of Hollywood ........ WKRC....... 11.8 
7. D. Fairbanks Presents (Dr)..WLW-T........ ee re Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ eer. errs =€6h)$CClUllCUcC” Ge ee 0 ee 18.3 
8. City Detective (Myst)........ a ere rs Fri. 10:30-11:00 ...c.c00; er Serer res | a ae care, — - sr 17.5 
8. Hopalong Cassidy (W)........ Ws 8eauses | re ceeeees ae |) ae séea MansAvene 12.8 | Industry On Parade ..... 
Conmine Capers ....cccoss WLWeT .. 25 1.3 
10. Superman (Adv)............. WEA. 22s ese Flamingo.......... Mon. 6:00-6:30 ......... | Se Wivndestas 13.7 | Air Force Academy ........ WKRC....... 2.9 
BALTIMORE Approx. Set Count—575,000 Stations—WMAR (2), WBAL (11), WAAM (13) 
1. I Led 3 Lives (Dr).......... Py ee Wed, 10:30-11:00 ....... Dts: ccasecea: Mees kaaea 50.7 |U. S. Steel Hour .......... WMAR ....... 26.0 
2. Badge 714 (Myst) ........... aa ee Tues. 10:30-11:00 ....... 3 ee ee ee Oe BE inks va ckac veees .; |. Soe 14.6 
3. Annie Oakland (W)..........WBAL..ccceces GN a over cheraigate chats Sat. S:30-6'00 «>... sce re | LA ARCA ae 18.1 | Matinee Movies ....... Ree oS ae 1.5 
4. Mr. District Att’y (Myst)..... | rs ia a at nee Sat. 16:30-11:00 ........ reer eer 41.8 |} Premium Playhouse ........ .) ') ee 23.4 
5. Eddie Cantor (Com)......... WSs 6 Se 6s oes Rees Mon, 10:30-11:00 ....... rere er 38.1 |Summer Theatre .......... ., 1 ee 18.9 
5. Little Rascals (Ch).......... NRA oer mnteratate....... «+ Wed. 6:00-6:30 ......... Pere sara akele cane waves ees eee See nw. . ska decewace WMAR ...... . 63 
7. Little Rascals (Ch).......... OS OY A ee Interstate......... Prt. Gi0Gs6'°S0 «.....6 60% yk An ee wa % estates 19.4 | Early Show ..........cccee WMAR ...... 5.7 
8. The Whistler (Myst)........ PAE TE. is 6c sas Oe re ee sare Sum. £3500-11-20 .....«... po, ae eee 22.5 |News; Weather; Sports .... 
Mystery Marquee ........ WBAL ...... 6.4 
9. Superman (Adv)............. WA oe kes Plamingo.......<<- Wed. 7:00-7°90 66666005 tS Ch: SE eee | ES Ear 19.6 | Movie Time .. pe yee 
News—John Daly . i eusaleds WAAM ...... 5.0 
10. Patti Page (Mus).... mee GON ee Screen Gems...... Mon. 7:45-0:15 ......... Ae |) ESC 14.8 |News Caravan ............ WRAL, nn. x0 3.0 
DALLAS—FORT WORTH Approx. Set Count—415,000 Stations—KRLD (4), WBAP (5), WFAA (8) 
1. I Led 3 Lives (Dr)...... 4 MWe needes eee er ere Tues. 8:30-9:00 ......... BB.0 .. ceccvee er 47.8 | Place The Face ............ i) eee 15.3 
2. The Whistler (Myst)........ WEB. 000 scues peeled es Mon. 8:30-9:00 ......... DR asccene ees. 39.2 |Summer Theatre ...... a — saree 11.2 
3. Waterfront (Adv)............ 7) eres Dseséecucs eden’ Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ eae eee 44.6 |Texas News .......... coos 
Weather; News .......... , WRAP ....... 19.5 
4. Badge 714 (Myst)............ Ch ee LO i a a a D Sat. 0:00-0:30 ...c0c0cee pC Pe aes Tae 37.9 | Stars of Grand Ole , Are. ;. ) Se 13.3 
5. Famous Playhouse (Dr)...... Cb ee BEM ive lea'e iawn aia Mon. 9:00-9:30 ......... SERS 5 sale a alate hn re talata kaa 46.0 | Wrestling .........csceene 0) 14.9 
6. Mr. District Att’y (Myst)..... . 2 er NE ce cater ta cranatata Wed. 8:30-9:00 ......... OD, ee BR as ans 48.3 ,U. S. Steel Hour .......... 20 ae 20.3 
7. Mr. & Mrs. North (Miyst).....WFAA.....s00: nL, nee Thurs. 0:00-0:30 ......0: > re Ma cia ate 44.9} Best of Groucho .......... TEES . oo ccaes 25.1 
8. Superman (Ady)............ gp ph ae Tues, 6:30-7:00 ......0. Uy SRA yaa 23.4 | Music °55 ... ; Be .>) ee 4.7 
9. City Detective (Myst)........ SL) \ es el ea Mon. 8:00-8:30 ......... Ce re 40.0 | Robt. Montgomery Presents . oo) ree 14.7 
10. Death Valley Days (W)......WFAA......... McCann-Erickson.. Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ oS BR ae oa Cn Sv re 14.7 
DENVER Approx. Set Count—255,000 Stations—KFEL (2), KOA (4), KLZ (7), KBTV (9) 
1. Boston Blackie (Myst)....... a! errr re Mi scoesesesrseaes Thurs. 8:30-9:00 ........ SR ce seseces rere 44.8) Eddie Cantor ....... KLZ 11.4 
2. 1 Led & Lives (De)... 22... LZ. .scccccces __ Reeaheb erry Tues. 9:00-9:30 ........26.7.....000 tenes O75 |Coptared ooo... iciscccnc MOM sccneeee O9 
I Am The Law .......... : 
a. Mir. District Atty (Myst).... BLZ.cccccccess OOD tata tatal asataialslatatate Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ 3! Rr RR ee 51.2 |TV Final ae re eee +» git lca - 
TV Fin 
4. Sci. Fiction Theatre (Adv)... KBTV.......... mt. :teueeeaasenes Wed, 9:00-9:30 ........ arr ee 44.3 Silene ae eee wee by wenn te Ay 
5. City Detective (Myst) jas ses 6 esees aun BCA. acsrccseeess Thurs. 9:30-10:00 ...... BE: teeeveus GT ccacesss 45.6 | Sherlock Holmes .......... KOA ........ 12.5 
6. Man Behind the Badge (Myst) KOA.........-. ee Sun. 9:00-9:30 ......... | ere eee 40.4'Burns & Allen ............ OE 13.5 
7. Death Valley Days (W).......KLZ.......000- McCann-Erickson.. Mon. 9:30-10:00 ........ Spent | peepee 45.8|The Medic ................  eeepaes 18.7 
8. Liberace (Mus)............ 1 Weeenangey aetna Fri, 9:00-9:30 .......... herons: — BoBReOS POPE OED 5... .ch4s00005s. COS 
Fishin’ ji i 
9. Janet Dean, RN (Dr) eres eee Sun. 9:30-10:00 ........ !) errr i ircankas 37.2 Victory at Sea. cated Ke ashe 23 
10, Soldiers of Fortune (Adv)....KLZ........... MCA. ss eceeeeeees Sun. 8:00-8:30 ......... > epepEner: OD écsaiass 42.1] Variety Hour .............. KOA |.......18.3 
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~ Everybody's Got the Merger Bug 


There’s a feeling of merger and consolidation once again in the 
vidpix air. Owners and execs of the major independent telefilm 
distribution outfits are out wheeling and dealing with each other, 
virtually all of them feeling others out for possibilities of merging 
to combat the big boys. Nobody's admitting anything, except to 
say, “Yes, I’ve heard talk, but we're certainly not involved,” but 
that talks are going on is as sure as taxes. 

Biggest deal, if it’s firmed, is Screen Gems’ buyout of Television 
Programs of America. But others too are in on the “let’s-get-to- 
gether” act. Guild prez Reub Kaufman is doing a good deal of 
talking, though he won’t say to whom, while National Telefilm 
Assosiates is believed to be in the market for expansion via the 
merger route. In the less certain department, the old talk about 

iy has cropped up again, and so have rumors about MCA-TV. The 
talk about a Unity-Hygo wedding persists, despite denials from 
both sides. And the old master himself, Matty Fox, is feeling his 
way about, presumably in an effort to grab off distribution rights 
on some of the RKO oldies. Something’s going to pop. 

Industry went through a rash of mergers about a year ago, and 
a new one wouldn’t be surprising. Instead of opening up, the 
syndication market has tightened, and the smaller firms have 
been hard-pressed to show a profit. Trend is toward diversifica- 
tion, with deals on the national level as well as syndicated and 
with more emphasis on feature packages and library properties 
as a means of balancing the combination of reduced income and 
high overhead on the syndication side. In order to acquire the 
properties necessary for diversification, a* merger is the only 
means in many cases. Moreover, it’s now figured that the bigger 


you are, the better your chances of surviving. 








SAG Pact Cues Era 


of Sound Labor 


Relations in Telepix, Says Roach 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. + 


Telepix production is now en- 
tering an era of sound labor rela- 
tions, according to Hal Roach Jr., 
pioneer vidfilm producer, who 
terms the new _ contract with 
Screen Actors Guild ‘‘a fair set- 
tlement for both sides.” 

Satisfactory settlement of other 
labor negotiations also may be ex- 
pected, he feels. 


Roach reports that creative tal- 
ent now is reaching higher pay 
levels, now that telefilms are here 
to stay, after a period in which 
workers were willing to accept 
less-than-normal coin during the 
formative years. 


There has never been enough 
actors, writers, directors and other 
creative workers to go around and 
the asking price in these fields is 
bound to keep on climbing, Roach 
feels. 

“The raw materials of movies 
ave ideas and talented people, and 
the producer must continue to buy 


(Continued on page 38) 


All-Industry Trade 
Org Speeded Up 


Proposals for an_ all-industry 
Vidpix trade organization are close 
to being whipped into final shape 
by key members of a steering com- 
mittee appointed a couple of 
months ago at a general industry 
meet. Unofficial subcommittee ex- 
pects to call a meeting of the steer- 
ing committee to put a final draft 
betore it, which after polishing by 
the full committee will be formally 
presented to a meeting of all com- 
panies in the trade. Full meeting 
should come in three to four weeks. 

Four draftsmen turning out 
the specific proposals are Ralph M. 
Cohn, Screen Gems _v.p.-general 
manager; Dave Savage, Guild 
Films assistant-to-the-prez; Dwight 





Martin, General Teleradio  v.p.; 
and Frank Reel, Ziv homeoffice 


exec, Foursome decided that for 
preliminary adework, the job 
might be accomplished more quick- 
ly by an informal subcommittee, 
With the full eight-man group get- 
ting its licks in on the final 
presentation, Full committee meet- 
‘ng is due in a couple of weeks. 


ED SMALL BACK TO COAST 

felevision Programs of America 
board chairman Edward Small 
planed back to the Coast last week 
atler three months at the N.Y. 
homeoffice. First on his agenda 
Will be production of a pilot on the 
~ Tugboat Annie” series, to which 
PA holds the rights. 

Small is also readying two fea- 
tures for release through United 
Artists, “The Last Notch” and 

The Barney Ross Story.” 





Extras Love Those Vidpix 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Television is taking the place 
once occupied by motion pictures 
in palmier days, in the hearts of 
the acting extras. For two “Screen 
Directors Playhouse” subjects, 
first in the series for Kodak, a 
total of 105 extras were called. 


Prospects look to similar num- 
bers being tapped for later seg- 
ments. 


WGN-TV in Big 
Chi Vidpix Claim; 





$1,700,000 Buys 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

WGN-TV is staking big money in 
its determination to continue as 
“king of the Windy City hill” inso- 
far as film programming is con- 
cerned. In fact the Chicago Trib- 
une station, whose adroit use of 
celluloid has helped to keep it a 
well-muscled competitor against 
Chi’s three network-owned outlets, 
has already invested over $1,700,- 
00 in film product so far this year 
gearing itself for the fall sweep- 
stakes. 


For all practical purposes, veep | 


and general manager Frank P. 
Schreiber has had to operate his 





Channel 9 as an indie outlet since | 


has never 
af- 


affiliation 
the station’s 


the DuMont 
figured large in 
fairs. The increasing 
to nighttime use of film, coupled 
(Continued on page 38) 





‘Treasury Men’ May 
Go Into Syndication 


“Treasury Men in Action” may 
go into syndication in October un- 


TPA DEAL SEEN 
OPENING WEDGE 


The possibility that Columbia 
Pictures will unload a block of its 
feature films on the market loomed 
in informed trade circles this 
week following the report that Co- 
lumbia’s telefilm subsidiary, Screen 
Gems, is negotiating for purchase 
= Television Programs of Amer- 
ca. 


Reasons for such a belief, as de- 
tailed by the industryites, are as 
follows: 


1. Columbia has been held back 
in the past by virtue of the fact 
that Screen Gems, with its small 
sales force, wasn’t set up to handle 
a large feature block properly; 
while TPA, with its 35-man force 
and its track record on Edward 
Small’s Peerless package, a gross 
to date of $95,000 per picture on 
the average, would be ideal for the 
purpose. 

2. Columbia, by acting quickly 
could get its features onto the mar- 
ket before General  Teleradio 
looses its RKO pictures, currently 
in the process of being cleared, 
thus getting cream prices for its 
pix before the price level is de- 
pressed by the appearance of the 
RKO product. 

3. Apart from the advantages to 
be gained from acquiring TPA’s 
network properties and its large 
sales force for rerun distribution 
of properties from both camps, Co- 
lumbia would stand to gain most 
by using the TPA staff for fea- 
tures. 

4. Columbia isn’t completely 
afraid of exhibitor reaction to un- 
loading a block on the tv market, 
as demonstrated (a) by the fact 
that it set up Screen Gems at a 
time when exhibitors were in a 
frenzy about tv and (b) it has al- 
ready unloaded a block of west- 
erns to tv, via the Hygo distribu- 
tion setup. Very fact that Colum- 
bia had to use Hygo instead of 
Screen Gems, it’s said, points up 
the advantages to be accrued 
through an acquisition of the TPA 


- COL—GEM OF SCREEN GEMS? 








Heatter’s Vidpic Format 


After two years as ‘‘a man in 
search of a telefilm format,” com- 
mentator Gabriel Heatter has 
found a quarter-hour once-weekly 
formula he’s going to do under the 
General Teleradio production ban- 
ner. Heatter, who's held down the 
7:30 p.m. strip via Mutual (a GT 
subsid) for a number of years, will 
become narrator-host of a “dra- 
matic documentary with religious 
overtones.” 

RKO’s N. Y. studios are being 
opened shortly to lense the initial 
15-minuter. Pilot script by Peter 
Irving was finished this week, and 
is said to capitalize on Heatter’s 
emotional appeal. 

Max Heatter, brother-agent of 
the commentator, closed the deal 
with GT, whose plan, it’s under- 
stood, is to seek a national sponsor. 


MCA-TV's Drastic 


Overhaul; Sutton’s 





MCA-TV has undergone a rash 
of firings and personnel shifts. 
Aside from the hatcheting of four 
key salesmen around the country, 
the most glaring fact of the 
changes is that v.p. David Sutton 
remains as a full-time staff of one 
in national vidfilm sales. 

Kirk Torney and Carroll Bagley, 
who were listed by MCA as rein- 
forcements to Sutton in national 
sales, have been shifted to 
N. Y. syndication sales staff. It’s 





operation. 

Both TPA and Screen Gems have 
denied any and all reports of a 
purchase of TPA, but the latter 


| understood however, that Torney 
'and Bagley, at least in recent 
| months, weren’t working on na- 


does admit it was approached by | tional deals, nor was Mickey Du- 


Screen Gems a couple of months| bin, another 
This in itself is enough to! he and 


ago. 
confirm the belief among a consid- 


in their class, when 
parted company a 
ago. Instead, 


MCA 


couple of months 


erable segment of the industry that | Sutton seems to have been getting 


| 


Columbia unlock its | 


vaults. 


is ready to 





Gary Stevens Denies 
Warners Axed Him; Says 
‘Assignment Completed’ 


Both Bros. and Gary | 
Stevens this week that, 
Stevens was not fired from his 
spot as general manager of the| 
Warners vidpix operation but that 





Warner 
insisted 


h. left by mutual consent ‘after 
|completing his assignment” be-| 
|! eause he didn’t wish to be tied 


orientation | 


| 


der the MCA-TV Syndication ban- | 


ner. “T-Men” is currently being 


handled by MCA anyway, and is up | 


for national or regional sale by the 
agency after having been lopped 
by Chevrolet on ABC-TV to make 
way for the “Men in Black” series 
which bows next month. ‘“T-Men” 
is currently on ABC-TV for Chevvy, 
playing out 13 summer reruns, 
Everett Rosenthal, 
Pyramid Productions (new owner 
of the show via its buyout of Ber- 
nard Prockter), has set a 30-day 
deadline for a national or regional 
deal on the property. If one should 
come through, he'll initiate new 
production on the series. If not, 
MCA-TV Syndication will take over 
the 39 shows in the can for rerun 





syndication. 


head _ of | 


down for an additional 39 weeks. 
A key studio spokesman added that 
William T. Orr, who is acting as 


studio liaison on the “WB Pre- 
sents’”’ show, is not replacing Ste- 
vens, Whose primary task had| 


been to set up the telefilm opera- 
tion. 

Stevens said that his deal with 
Warners was to get the operation 
rolling and to oversee the produc- 
tion of the first 13 shows. While 
this was being done, he said, he 
had signed for other things on the 
completion of the 13, among them 
turning out a book and packaging 
a motion picture industry show to 
be distributed to local stations. 
When the 13 were completed, War- | 
ners asked him to stay on a per-| 
manent basis, but the other com- 
mitments made this impossible and 
he left with the studio's okay, he 
stated. The Warners spokesman 
said the studio was “completely | 
satisfied" with his work. 

Stevens also took issue with 
statements that he didn’t have the | 
necessary studio background for 
the post, pointing out he's been | 
producer-director on 28 television | 
shows over the past seven years! 


| with Pfeiffer Brewing for Detroit 


sales aid from the company’s top 
execs, from prexy Lew Wasserman 


and veeps such as Sonny Werblin | 


and Freddie Fields, all of whom 


serve as sales and production fac- | 


totums. 
Reported fired were Crenshaw 
Bonner as Atlanta salesman; War- 


9/ren Glinnert in New England; Al | 


Lauber, Philadelphia, and Len 
Hammer from N. Y. No reason for 
the axings was disclosed. 

John Dalton is being moved from 
N. Y. to Philly to fill the Lauber 
vacancy. Naturally, Torney and 
Bagley close up the Hammer hole. 

In a totally unrelated maneuver, 
MCA’s publicity chief, Howard 
Wormser, ankled last week to re- 
turn to the Coast. 


Liy’s Sales on 3d Year 
Cycle of ‘Led 3 Lives’ 


Ziv Television Programs is well 
under way on its sales of third- 
year production of “I Led Three 
Lives.” New cycle of 39 films is 
rolling at Ziv’s Coast studios, and 





the syndication outfit has already | 


signed its biggest bankroller on 

the series, Phillips Petroleum, to 
a renewal for the third year. Phil- | 
lips will bankroll in 36 markets 

and may expand that list to 70. 
Meanwhile, the third-year series | 
has already been sold in a total of | 
67 cities, 


Apart from the Phillips deal, 
negotiated through Lambert & 
Feasley, Ziv has inked renewals 


and South Bend, Narragansett 
Brewing for Boston and several 
other sudsers for one-market deals. 
In New York, new cycle has been 
sold to WPIX, which in turn 
brought in Simoniz as sponsor, 


1-Man Nat'l Sales. 


the | 


TPA’s $1,000,000 Down Plus % In 
Outright Buy of 104 ‘Secretary’ Pix 


Television Programs of America 
this week made outright purchase 
of 104 “Private Secretary” vid- 
films in one of’ the biggest deals 
in telefilm annals. In taking the 
unusual step of purchasing the pix 
outright and in perpetuity instead 
of making a normal distribution 
deal for reruns, TPA plunked 
down $1,000,000 and will pay off 
the rest in the form of a per- 
centage of the gross. 


Deal was wrapped up _ with 
Chertok TV _ Productions, which 
owns the series, currently alter- 
nating with Jack Benny on CBS- 
TV Sundays. Deal won't affect 
Jack Chertok’s pact with Ameri- 
can Tobacco for a continuing sup- 
ply of firstrun film for the net- 
work showcaser, but covers the 
pix already run off in the three 
years the Ann Sothern starrer has 
been on the air. Negotiations were 
handled by TPA prez Milton A. 
‘Gordon and Chertok partner and 
tv.p. Paul McNamara. 

Chertok, incidentally, has been 
trying to sell the films on a syn- 
dicated rerun basis on its own, but 
like other producers who have 
tried, has found that a distrib with 
1 largescale field force is neces- 
sary to move the pictures quickly. 
Unlike other producers, however, 
Chertok sold the films outright in- 
stead of turning them over for dis- 
tribution against a guarantee. TPA 
will probably use a sales pattern 
involving multiple-run and_ strip- 
| programming by stations, as has 
been the case where large rerun 
| packages have been turned over to 
syndicators. 


a 








‘Diversification 


Key Word at Guild 


Guild Films this week created 
|an advisory committee on new 
| business and corporate expansion, 
|}and Joseph M. McDaniel Jr., busi- 
nessman and secretary of the Ford 
' Foundation, has joined the com- 
| pany as one of the four members 
1of the committee. Unit will seek 
/new methods of diversification, 
with one of the first expected to 
be its entrance into industrial film- 
making. It has already moved into 
the production of tv commercials. 

Committee will consist of 





Me- 
Yaniel, Guild prez Reub Kaufman, 
|Guild treasurer Aaron Katz and 


| David Van Alstyne, a Guild board 
|member and partner in Van AIl- 
istvne & Noel, which underwrote 
Guild’s stock issure more than a 
year ago. McDaniel is a member 
|of the board of Goldblatt Bros. in 
|Chicago and the Sayre-Fisher Co. 
;}and is board chairman of the First 
| Development Corp. of Puerto Rico. 
| It’s anticipated that the new di- 
| versification unit will also en- 
deavor to set up a Guild subsid- 
jiary for foreign telefilm sales as 
|another early consideration. 

| Simultaneously with the creation 
of the committee, Kaufman re- 
vealed that Guild’s unbilled gross 
contracts now total $5,785,000, 
compared with $2,164,000 on the 
date a year ago. Sales for 
the first nine months are 20% over 
the entire Dec. ’53-Nov. ’54 year’s 
'total, while weekly billings for the 
ifirst nine months totaled 50/0 
greater than for the entire preced- 
ing year 


|} same 
| 





Metro Squawking Over 
‘Grand Motel’ Vidpix Title 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Metro is protesting Four Star 
Productions’ use of the title, 
“Grand Motel,” on an upcoming 
telepix series as much too close 

to its own film, “Grand Hotel.” 
Don Sharpe, executive producer, 
who has taken an option on 
“Motel” for both tv and a theatri- 
‘cal feature later, insists that the 
format is so completely different 
las to void any claim of title in- 


| fringement, 
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“we're 100% sold 

out on local availabilities, 
and we're getting 

money from advertisers 
who were pallbearers 


at our funeral” 
WDSU, New Orleans, La. 


Louis Read, Commercial Mer. 






. 


‘one of our finest assets 


both audience-wise and 


revenue-wise”’ 





WOOD, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Willard Schroeder, Gen’l Mgr. 





‘tone of the greatest 


shows that ever hit 
radio... good enough 


to schedule it on 


weekdays, too” 
#4 WARD, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
: Gene Py) bett, Cen] \ler, 





“the freshest, most 
progressive innovation 
to hit radio in many a 
year... we're selling 
out approximately 90% 
of all adjacencies” 
WTTM, Trenton, N. LP 

Fred L. Bernstein, Gen’l Mgr. 








“we have succeeded 


in getting Dayton’s, 


our largest department 


store, to buy 15 spots 
weekly on MONITOR 


... they have never 











“We've heen 100% sold 
out Saturdays and 
Sundays since June... 
answers our needs both 
from a program stand- 
point and a 

commercial one” 

WBRE, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
David M. Baltimore, Gen’] Mer. 


“a big thing for us and 
even a turning point in 
the network radio 
problem” 


WSYR, Syracuse, N.Y, 
i. R. Vadeboncoeur, Pres. 


‘it has breathed new life 
and interest into radio” 
WKY, Oklahoma City, Okla, 
P. A. Sugg, Mer, 




















“there’s standing ¥Om 
only for local sale 
we are very enthi 
»+. it has been we! 









received by both , 
° ‘a . Tt) 

advertisers and li#M@ers 

KSD, St. Louis, Mo. 

ret eClor 


Harold Grams, Prog! 
“the best thing ths 

has happened to 1 #0 
since the erystal § 
WJBO-WBRL, Bai’ Duge, La, 
Kelly Maddox, Gen] #% 


“we have been supBstul 
in selling them (t) 
5-minute local cup4s) 
to dealers” 


WWS5, Detroil rT 
Edwin K, Wheeler, & y r 
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MONITOR’s booming coast-to-coast impact 


is making broadcast history. 


a — 4 : Both national and local advertisers are respond- 
: wil ing to the new vitality MoniTOR has brought to 
4 Radio. It’s reflected in network billings and in 
station billing reports from NBC affiliates through- 


out the country. 


NBC stations also report exciting audience re- 
surgence. Only 7 weeks after MONITOR’s incep- 
tion, a special Pulse survey in major markets 


showed NBC stations enjoying significant in- 





creases in unduplicated weekend audiences... 
for example, in Washington 21%, in Chicago 
27%. Over a 4-week period in July, during net- 
work option time alone, MONITOR reached into 
nearly 8,000,000 radio-TV homes, and into more 
than 5,000,000 radio-only homes. 


With only 15 participations spaced over 4 week- 
ends, a national advertiser can build a 4-week 


cumulative audience for his dollar that cannot 











be matched anywhere else in radio. Add MONI- 


ding ¥Om 













“local availabilities are 


“MONITOR has had the 













| saley gs instant effect of 85% sold out... a TOR’s great out-of-home bonus audience, and 

on thug tic idiot — ; 

, ; imulating our loca 

n well | tee ut . solution for radio you’ve got the most powerful coverage at lowest 
business programming that the : , 

oth | cost in all network radio. 


KSTP, Minneapolis, Minn. 


industry has long 
Stanley Hubbard, 


nd lieMers” 
-en seeking” -_ . . 
been seeking MONITOR delivers audience... and makes sales, 





























, Mo. Pres. and Gen’l Mer. 
Togte Mb eclor WROL, Knoxville, Tenn. 
g thi tis woique qpaliy oe W. H. Linebaugh, Call your NBC RADIO representative today. 
rio served to distinguish one VP and Gen] Mer. 
ai tO 3 ’ ; 
tals station from another 
, BatoP Puge, La and bring the industry | | exciting thing ee happening ei iin 
( fs out of the recorded “Saturday and Sunday 


billing is up as much as 
300° ... MONITOR will 


undoubtedly blaze the 


musie rut” 


WAVE, Louisville, Ky. 
G. W. Norton, Pres. 






en su issful 


m (th 











val cups) a ooo ee trail for radio in the 
stations” future Be R A D ] QO N E T WO R K 
ort Worth, T WLW, Cincinnati, Ohio Be l LN 
M WBAP, Fort Worth, Tex. y (INC) 4 
fe ) ; . . : 5 meg azn r 
‘ Harold Hough, Directo obert E. Dunvil . | a service of QS ai 
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WGN-TV's Major Vidpix Claim 





with the exclusive daytime baseball 
telecasts for seven months of the 
vear, has been sort of a natural 
evolution down through the years 
as the station has striven to expand 


its identity in pace with the op-| 


position trio which funnel the top 
network shows into the market. 

One of the first early day clues 
tnat evening feature films would 
tap an audience against any and all 
opposition was provided by WGN.- 
TV's across-the-board 10 o'clock 
full length pix which consistently 
have been the dominant factor in 
late night Windy City viewing. The 
oldest segment, Jim Moran’s Sun- 
day night “Courtesy Hour” which 
this week began its seventh year, 
ranked seventh of all shows seen in 
Chicago in the August ARB sur- 
vey. 

With the film buying and pro- 
gramming experience gained over 
the years, WGN-TV has stepped up 
its “‘spec’”’ purchasing of product. 
Film editor Elizabeth Bain, rated 
as one of the real veteran pros in 
the still-young field, has built up a 
well-rounded “library” of nearly 
600 features, a variety of shorts 
and cartoons and a growing list of 
exclusive rights to syndicated tele- 
pix. Object is to be able to provide 
a sponsor with all types of film 


—____— (‘ontinued from page 35 





fare, ranging from firstrun features 
land vidpix to cheapie reels for 
fringe time. 

Since the 10 o'clock films have 
/been such a strong evening closer 
'for the station, in October it’s de- 
lbuting another feature panorama 
lin the 7 to 8 slot weeknights as a 
'thrust against the prime network 
‘competition. Into this celluloid 
band goes the 123 Gene Autry and 
Roy Rogers features, produced 
originally for theatres by Republic 
and subsequently bought for tv by 
General Teleradio with an MCA- 
TV distribution. WGN-TV sheiled 
out nearly $400,000 for the Windy 
| City rights to the package. 

Besides its feature film inven- 
tory, WGN-TV pretty near has a 
corner on the telepix market after 
an aggressive buying spree the past 
few months. In the WGN-TV vaults 
are such properties as CBS Films’ 
“The Whistler,” “San Francisco 





Beat,” “Crown Theatre’; NBC 
Films’ “Biff Baker’ and ‘Cap- 
Films’ “Racket 


adil ABC 
'Squad,” and MCA-TV’s “Curtain 
|Call.” Majority of these have al- 
|ready been sold for fall berths, to 
ijoin such continuing series as 
NBC's “Badge 714” and Guild’s 
Liberace which is now a _ house 
| property. 





This Could Mean Money! 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Screen Actors Guild is holding 
checks for residual television pay- 
ments for the following players, 
for whom no addresses are avail- 
able. Some are believed to be in 
the east. 


Louis Alexander, Larry C. An- 
zalone, Peter D. Aurness, Leslie 
Banning, Guillermo Baretto, Chip 
Carson, Mae Jean Chew, Noreen 
Corcoran, Victor Desny, Jim Diehl, 
Craig Dunkan, Ken Duncan, 
Jr., Bruce Frichtal, Evelyn Finley, 
Harvey Grant, Linda Green, Vir- 
ginia Hall, Joyce Hampton, Samuel 
R. Herrick, Paul Hoffman, Richard 
P. Jones, Frances Karath, John R. 
Kuehl, Rudy Lee, Joanne Linville, 
James E. McDaniels Robert Mc- 
Neilly Gertrude Michael, Bradley 
Mora, Robert Morris, Victor Perry, 
Paul McVey, Dan Mummert, John 
Provost, John Shelton, Alan Suth- 
erland, Mark Sutherland Joseph 
D. Vieira, Larry White, Robert Wil- 
cox, Buddy Wright, Cliff Zip- 
pieri. 





BUDWEISER RENEWS ‘RUNYON’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Budweiser picked up its option 
on “Damon Runyon Theatre” for 
another 13 weeks. Screen Gems 
produces, with Lou Breslow con- 
tinuing as series’ producer. 

Jack Carson is latest signee for 
a segment, in “Broadway Dateline.” 








—————————————— 


SAG Pact 


=a “Continued from page 33 Soe 
this raw material to be successful,” 
he points out. 

“There is one thing that the pic- 
ture business doesn’t understand 
about video film,” Roach warns, 
however. “Theatres must have 
product or close their doors. But 
the advertiser doesn’t have to have 
tv film. He'll buy it as long as it’s 
economically sound, but he’ll turn 
to live tv or some other media if it 
isn’t. So it behooves the producer 
to keep his prices competitive.” 

Fixation among telepix produ- 
cers that they must have a certain 
number of runs for each film must 
be dropped, Roach feels, because 
this concept breaks down after first 
national showings of a_ series. 
Rather, he says, producers should 
adopt the practice of theatrical 
film producers, who allow a cer- 
tain length of time (usually 18 to 
24 months) for recovery of nega- 
tive costs, rather than the number 
of times a film has been run in 
one market. 











Reeves’ New Pact 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

George Reeves has renewed his 
contract as star of the “Super- 
man” telepix series, for role he 
created five years ago. 

Fall series rolis at Kling Studios 
under production supervision of 
Whitney Ellsworth. 











~ Satwuday Special... 




















New England's large Saturday morning Chil- 
dren's Theatre audience on WNAC-TV is a 
sure door opener to 1,330,000 Greater Boston 
TY homes that make up the country's sixth 








largest market. 





NAC-TV 


CHANNEL 


WNAC-TY 


7 = 316,000 WATTS 


* 





CHILDREN’S 


THEATRE 


8:00 to 10:00 A.M. 


* 








2 HOURS OF 
THRILLING ACTION, 
COMEDY AND 
TRAVEL ADVENTURE. 











BOSTON 


Channel 7 
316,000 Watts 


Ask your H-R Man or WNAC-TV Representative 
for spot or program availabilities 


or CALL COmmonwealth 6-0800 — or write to 2! Brookline Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts 


STILL BATTLING OVER 
TARZAN’ TV RIGHTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Commodore Productions and So] 
Lesser are still engaged in a run- 
ning teud over rights to the ‘’; .r. 
zan”’ tv series, each claiming he has 
"em sewed up. Latest” outburst 
came when Lesser said he finally 
had the rights and will go ahead 
with such a series. This brought 
a blast from Commodore prexy 
Walter White Jr., who via his at- 
torneys, notified Lesser he wou.d 
be held ‘‘strictly accountable” o5r 
all loss and damage caused by pre« 
senting the character Tarzan in 
any audio or visual program over 
the air. 

In the letter to Lesser, White’s 
attorneys contend that he has sole 
and exclusive right to use Tarzan 
for radio and tv under a pact: a 
Edgar Rice Burroughs dated Dec. 
21, 1950. Their client will protect 
his rights in court, and such steps 
may include injunctive relief, the 
attorneys said. 





‘4 Star’ Accenting 
Foreign Scrints 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
An “international” flavor’ in 
“Four Star Playhouse” will be 
stressed in next season’s output, 
board of directors of Four Star 
Productions has decided. Tele- 
series will shoot abroad from for- 
eign scripts whenever possible. 
Charles Boyer, partner-director, is 
already in Paris for production. 
Meanwhile, FP will put its first 
two theatrical features, “Grand 
Motel” and “The Callers,” before 
the cameras by the first of the 
year. At annual board meeting, 
Don Sharpe was reelected prexy 
for fourth consecutive year. 





Kellogg Renews ‘Superman’ 


Kellogg, via Leo Burnett, has 
renewed the “Superman” vidpixer 
through April of 1957, giving the 
national spot series a total ex- 
posure of six and one-half years 
by the time the new extension is 
completed. “Superman,” produced 
by National Comics and the Har- 
ris Group under the Superman TV 
banner, is the oldest national spot 
show on the market, having kicked 
off in the fall of 1951 and having 
set the pattern for all others in the 
national spot category to follow. 

Films, as in the past year, will 
all be shot in color. Kellogg spon- 
sors the show on a _ spot-booked 
lineup of 130 stations. 


‘Jungle Jim’s’ 250G 
e Hollywood Sept. 6. 

Screen Gems hit $250,000 in or- 
ders from nine markets during the 
first week it offered its syndicated 
“Jungle Jim” series to local spon- 
sors. Johnny Weismuller starrers 
are the first series Columbia tv sub- 
sidiary has produced exclusively 
for svndication.. 

Five other Screen Gems series 
now in syndication have hit an all- 
time sales high, according to sales 
chief John H. Mitchell. “All Star 
Theatre’—formerly ‘Ford Thea- 
tre’’-—has sold to 233 stations. “Big 
Playback,” “Adventures of Rin Tin 
Tin,” “Top Plays of 1955” and “Jet 
Jackson” have sold to more than 
200 stations. 








Milwaukee—Bill Ryan, formerly 
promotion manager at KFMB and 
KFMB-TV, San Diego, is the new 
promotion and publicity director 
CBS-TV’s WXIX here. He takes 
over the post from By Colvig who 
shifted to the sales side. 
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YOUR BUSINESS AND OUR 
BUSINESS IS SHOW BUSINESS 


At year’s end VARIETY checks out of its first half-century of 
keeping up (and frequently ahead) of the days of our years in 
show business. Our first loves were Vaudeville and Tin Pan Alley 
and Legitimate and Burlesque, but we were quickly aware that the 
Nickelodeon was the protoplasm (only we never used the word) of 
a@ great new entertainment medium. 


Later we steered and veered by the changing tides of radio 
and television, the electronics of the modern gramaphone, the box- 
tops of advertising agency showmanship. 


At no time did the staff of VARIETY display any chi-chi. No 
monocle-wearing or cane-carrying journalists, they were sometimes 
capable of using a word-in the wrong sense of its right meaning, 
if you know, and you do, what we mean. 


But we came out every week; we had the news; our thumb, 
not always manicured, was on the pulse of big time show business. 
We helped show business understand itself better. We have been 
a “USE”’- Paper from the start, when bookers went blind by our 
“New Act’ Notices. 


In celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the paper we’re at a 
summit (1955 word) of usefulness to trade advertisers. 


So we simply say: Act now to reserve space in the Golden 
Jubilee Edition. Enroll yourself and your organization in the Grand 
Parade. A phone call, telegram or note will bring an advertising 
representative. Our art department will help, without charge, in 
preparing copy if you desire. 


Your Business and Our Business Is Show Business 
and the Twain Have a Rendezvous at 50 


TETY - 


MAKE YOUR SPACE RESERVATION 


NOW — AT 


NEW YORK 36 HOLLYWOOD 28 CHICAGO 11 LONDON 


154 W. 46th St 6311 Yucca St. 612 No. Michigan Ave. 8 St. Martin's PI., 
a . (Trafalgar Sq.) 





























ae 














————— 












































\ 


a 


their ballots. 
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— dents and flew to Chile to file it, * . 
with the story resulting in the re- nsl e tu a 10- 
‘Bi St 7 lease of the students through od pene . 
assy pressure). Towery’s Pulit- . ; 
Ig ory he ee series on the In view of closeness of American League pennant race and import- 
Cuero. Tex., land scandals has al-| ance of upcoming N. Y. Yankees-Boston Red Sox game set for the 
_ See re eee ‘ready been documented via “See | Stadium in N. Y. on the evening of Sept. 16, R. J. Reynolds, has pulled 
that finally won them the ballot.; Bayonne, N. J. It Now,” but not yet done in dra-| off a promctional coup for two of its tv shows, 


Live pickup would be from a hos- 
pital just before election time, 
showing the vets preparing to file 
That’s the only live 
remote thus far slated, but more 
will be used as the story line per- 
mits and in the closing sequences 


where the actual reporter is intro- | 


duced. Otherwise, the percentage | 
of pre-shot film is going to be| 
raised. Show’s camera crew has/| 


already shot its footage for the 
first four shows, in South Bend, 
Cleveland, Brookline, Mass., and 


Emphasis on top newspaper 
names isn’t completely intentional, | 
but they will occur this season | ; , = ie 
more than any in the past. Miss!  Louisville—WHAS will originate 
'Kilgallen’s story is being adapted |3 hours of ee re ee 

ol din “Rio ” te : ce *ky St air 
from a radio “Big Story” and con-, tent at the Kentucky State Fal 
cerns her pre-column, leg-man days ' 
on. the KN. F. SEREAMOncee. | Watton, Tiny Thomale, Mul Pickett, 
Matthews shows will concern his Mary Ann Johnson, Herbie Koch, 
exclusive on Peron’s jailing of 250/ Barney Arnold, Shorty Chesser, 
students in Argentina (yarn reads | pau) Clark, George Walsh and Pete 
| like a cloak-and-dagger story, since | French, comprising bulk of WHAS 
'Matthews got into the jail by pos-| tulent crew, will be featured enter- 
ling as the uncle of one of the stu-' tainers. 


matic form. 





kandy Atcher, Bud Abbott, Jim 
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Old Gold 


Dear Sam Leven 


how very much 
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{n addition, 
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REGULAR 
KING SIZE 
FILTER KINGS 


Cigarettes 


419 west 40TH STREE 


August 29, 1959 
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OLD GOLD CIGARETTES 
NICK KEESELY 
GOODSON-TODMAN PROD. 
W. A. SHAEFFER PEN CO. 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


and to our friend 
HERB SHRINER . 


(Vi LEVENSON 





trom Friday (9) through Sept. 17. | 


Phil Silvers, who kicks off for Camels on Sept. 20 with “I'll Never 
Get Rich,” will be guest that night of Red Barber in latter’s clubhouse 
tv stanza which follows Yankee home night games via WPIX. Barber's 
| show is also bankrolled by Reynolds for same cigaret outfit. 
| What with attendance for this clutch ball game figured to be highest 
of season in the anticipated neighborhood of 65,000, plus millions 
watching via home tv screens in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
and sections of Massachusetts, new Silvers series figures to get a hefty 
advance promotional boost. 








Radio and Television Week kicks off Sept. 18 with alt the radio-tyv 
manufacturers and distribs in the greater N, Y. area getting behind 
the sales promotion for the '56 models. The various manufacturers 
who have flack offices in N. Y. got together last week to arrange a 
gratis “open closed-circuit” telecast via WABD tor next Tuesday (13), 

WABD is providing a 15-minute ayem slot during which manufac- 
turers will expound primarily for the ears of radio-tv distribs and 
dealers on how to push the ’56 line of sets. Manufacturers are cur- 
rently lining up airtime pitches with the rest of N. Y.’s radio and video 
stations, although these will be for consumer ears. 





Current Satevepost takes a look at the medium-sized television op- 
eration in a Joe Alex Morris byliner about Dub Rogers’ KDUB-TV in 
Lubbock, Tex. Piece, titled ““Home-Town TV Makes a Hit,” describes 
the operation of the first post-freeze VHF’er to hit the air from top 
to bottom, It also recalls the incident, when Rogers ran an ad in 
VARIETY a couple of years back after reading a yarn to the effect that 
sponsors didn’t want exposure in ‘East Slippery Rock” or Lubbock, 
KDUB-TV ad gave the vital statistics on Lubbock and invited Vartrery 
to send a staffer down to see for himself. ‘‘This,’’ to quote the Sateve- 
post piece, “proved to be an attention-getter among the big agencies 
that control advertising budgets, and it paid off double when a Variety 
reporter showed up. He wrote an article saying that advertisers had 
now ‘learned some new names and found markets where none appar- 
ently existed before’—such as Lubbock.” 

General Investment Service has inked for Walter Winchell fore and 
aft station breaks via WOR, the N. Y. radio station which will carry 
the commentator’s Mutual network news show commencing Sunday 
(11), Felt to be behind the brokerage firm’s local bankrolling around 
Winchell is a hope that he'll continue giving those stock tips on the 
air, because there'll be General Investment on the spot with its “buy 
stocks” ‘pitch. 








New York Times is staging one of its rare television spot campaigns, 
scheduling it for Sept. 24, the day before it starts its serialization of 
“The Memoirs of Harry S. Truman.” 

Times has purchased seven announcements on WCBS-TV, starting 
at 5 p.m. (just before the Sunday edition hits the stands) and winding 
with “The Late Late Show.” 





Television version of “America’s Town Meeting” will be made avail- 
able to the nation’s 16 educational television stations starting Sept. 25. 
Experimental series based on the 20-year-old radio show is being 
backed by the Educational Television and Radio Centre (Ford Foun- 
dation) at Ann Arbor. 

First program, to feature Secretary of Labor James P. Mitchell, will 
originate at WQED, the educational outlet in Pittsburgh, and will be 
kinescoped there for immediate release to the country’s other 15 edu- 
cational stations. Gunnar Back will moderate the show, which will 
air at 7-8 p.m. Telecast will depart from the regular format of the 
radio show in presenting informal discussion combined with docu- 
mentary techniques, with the premiere show having Secretary Mitchell 
reporting on labor problems as well. 





John K. West, NBC veepee in charge of Coast operations, takes ¢ime 
out of his administrative duties Sept. 14 to participate in a panel dis- 
cussion on “Is Color Television Ready to Move?” Discussion will be 
held at annual Fall conclave of the San Diego (Calif.) Bureau of Home 
Appliances. 





First station promotion managers’ contest ever run by a telefilm 
distribution outfit has been set up by Screen Gems. Contest, which 
runs from Oct. 2 through Dec. 31, will cover all Screen Gem shows 
in each station’s market, with prizes including a 13-day cruise in the 
Caribbean, Aside from being a first insofar as sponsorship by a tele- 
film company, it’s the first such contest involving the promotion of 
more than one show. 





“The Sandwiches Are Waiting,” brought out by Collins Publishing 
in England, has brought rave reviews for author Jane McClure, wife 
of Bill McClure, the “See It Now” (CBS) lenser. Book is about her 
experiences while accompanying McClure on his travels. Rights to 
the collection of short stories have been bought by the Danish State 
Radio for dramatization. U.S. publication hasn’t been set yet. Mrs. 
McClure, now at work on her second book. is a mother of three. 
Family headquarters in London. 


It’s Barry & Enright; 
Ed Friendly Sells Out 


Ed Friendly has sold out his in- 
terest in the Barry, Enright & 
Friendly packaging firm and the 
company’s name once again re- 
verts to Barry & Enright after two 
years. Friendly said his departure 
was made on the basis of policy 
differences, but was an amicable 
one. Though he’s sold out all his 
interests and will no longer be 
active in the setup, he retains a 
financial share in the “Winky- 
Dink” segment, which was devel- 
oped during his tenure, and in 
two pilots, “The Gillmen” and) 
“Conflict.” 

All shows out of the B&E anna’ 
in the future will bear the Barry & 
Enright label, with Jack Barry as 
prez and Dan Enright as v.p. That 
was the original setup up to two| = ealineneeaiaiaaaaee r 
years ago, when Friendly moved 
over from his post as national di- 
rector of sales of ABC-TV to join 
the partnership. 











Houston—W. C. (Bill) Bryan has 
been named manager of radio sta- 
tion KTHR, CBS outlet here. The 
post was vacated by Ray Herndon, 
who became manager of a Midland 
tv station, 























TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
SATURDAY NIGHT—N.B.C. 
Mot.: 











Willlam Morris Agency 




















Seattle—Disk jockey Wally Nel- 
skog has returned to KJR here | 
after a year in Yakima ag manager | 














of a station. | 
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The television 
participation buy 


of the y 


) 4 
a piece of ABC-IV’s Sunday evening 





Cal... 


é 






FAMOUS FILM FESTIVAL 


Top-quality feature pictures... never before on TV. 


Box-office stars: Alec Guinness, Jean Simmons, Robert Newton, James 
Mason, Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer, Claude Rains, Noel Coward, 
Moira Shearer, many more. 


Sunday: Class A time... 7:30-9 p.m. (EDT); 6:30-8 p.m. (CDT); 
8:30-10 p.m. (MST); 7:30-9 p.m. (Coast Time) ... a pattern for 
maximum audiences. 


No minimum buy. Choice participations for any budget . . . lower cost- 
per-thousand than any participating show on network TV. 


Contact your ABC-TV representative. In New York, 7 West 66th Street 
(SUsquehanna 7-5000); in Detroit, 1700 Mutual Building (WOodward 
3-8321); in Chicago, 20 N. Wacker Drive (ANdover 3-0800); in San 
Francisco, 277 Golden Gate Ave. (UNderhill 3-0077); in Hollywood 
1539 N. Vine Street (NOrmandy 3-3311). 


Exclusively on ABC-TV 


ABC TELEVISION NETWORK 











EVERY SUNDAY EVENING 
TOP-FLIGHT SHOWS... 
BUT DON’T TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT! 





THE LAVENDER HILL MOB: 
“Wackiest crime story of the year’—N. Y. Times 
ODD MAN OUT: 
“Powerful, superb drama” 
—N.Y. Jouvrnal-Anerican 
TIGHT LITTLE ISLAND: 
“A howl-heavy comedy”—Billy Rose 
THE RED SHOES: 
“Completely irresistible’—N. Y. Herald Tribune 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST: 
“Witty, wonderful”’—N, Y. Post 


CAESAR AND CLEOPATRA: 
“Brilliant and provocative” 
—N. Y. World-Telegiain & Si 
NOTORIOUS GENTLEMAN: 
“It’s a pip!"?—N. Y. Mirvo 
IN WHICH WE SERVE: 
‘Best picture of the year”—N. Y. Fil! 


~ 
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Available! 


“DR 
a 


THE 
FASTEST-MOVING 
QUIZ SHOW 
EVER PRESENTED ON 
RADIO - TV 





@ Emphasis is NOT on money, but 
on the challenge offered to lis- 
teners — 


e Dr. I. Q.’s “track record” for sell- 
ing goods is unequalled! 


@ Dr. I. Q.'s wonderful format of 


picking contestants from theatre 
audience AT RANDOM 
offers: 


Biographical Portrait 

Yes or No Portion 

Thought-Twister 

“| have a lady in the balcony, Doctor—” 


“4 have a lady on the telephone, 
Doctor—"’ 


Geographical Puzzler 
Historical Puzzler 


Arithmetickler, etc. 


@ 30 QUESTIONS TO 30 DIFFER- 
ENT CONTESTANTS PER PRO- 
GRAM. 


Contact: 


LEE SEGALL 


Shadywood Lane, Dallas, Texas 





CREATOR-OWNER OF DR. |. 9. — "THE BIG BOARD" 
—"SING FOR DOUGH" — "LET'S TRY AGAIN" 
—"CATCH AS CATCH CAN," ete. 


‘—? 





Smee rin 


|eussion of any 


| mended. 


Preminger’s Pitch 


Continued from page 1 








certain picture. 


'“This would be democratic; this 


would be self regulation,” he com- 


mented. 


| Such meetings would be “closed 


and without publicity,” he recom- 
And, he went on, “I 
would like to match any scene 
they chose from ‘Moon Is Blue’ 
with perhaps a Metro or 20th-Fox 
| picture’—this to show that “Blue” 
| was not so objectionable by com- 
parison. 

“Golden Arm” has as its central 
character a narcotics addict and 
its script already has been turned 
down by the Code in conformity 
with its flat tabu on dealing with 
the subject of illicit drugs in any 
form. 

‘Public Service’ 

The producer said both he and 
United Artists, the distributor, 
agree that the film can be a “pub-' 
lic service” and it is UA’s inten- 
tion to ask for an exception from 
the Code edict against drugs for 
the entry. 

UA, he reported, is free to with- 
draw from distribution of the pic 
if the company so elects, but is 
firmly committed to provide the 
financing. His deal with the dis- 
trib, said Preminger, does not de- 
mand that he deliver a pic that 
has Code approval. 

Preminger said he understood 
that the Code restraint against 
the depiction of drugs was im- 
posed at the suggestion of Harry 
Ainslinger, of the Federal Bureau 
of Narcotics. 


Preminger observed this is the 
closest thing to Government cen- 
sorship “that I have ever en- 
countered.” He mused, “Why then 
couldn’t the Treasury Dept. tell 





| soldiers. 
{ Curtain in reverse.” 
Preminger also offered the point | that the novelist in question, feel- 
‘that Ainslinger “apparently doesn’t |ing he’d given the wonder medium 


| make any attempt to censor tele-| a fair trial, turned away from it in 
The filmmaker noted that | \frank disgust. 


us not to mention taxes or money, 
or the War Dept.—no mention of 
This could be the Iron 


| vision.’ 
| two recent “Medic” and “Man Be- 
‘hind the Badge” network shows 
{had drug traffic as subject mat- 
; ver. 


| 

The producer said the Code’s at- 
titude has been rendered even 
|more curious by the fact that 
'education re the evils of drugs. | 
| Beverly 


| recently was told to write a thesis | 
|on the subject. 


| Preminger offered, as an alter- 
inative to flat thumbs-downing of 
| pix, a system of labeling product 
|to convey to the public the spe- 
| cific nature of the contents and 
cite the reasons why one or more 
| groups have raised objections. 
| As for the bid for an “excep- 
tion” in the case of “Golden 
| Arm,” it’s been noted that the 
Code’s administrators have never 
taken such action. 
| Asked what he would do in the 


for another distributor 
sell it on his own. 


or might 


Comoe oy 


New Beefs on Monumental Reluctance’ 


Of TV to Assist Unknown Scribes 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Three cheers for Ilse F. Stanley! 
It was high time some profession- 
al writer, whose proved perform- 
ance could preclude any counter- 
charge of “sour grapes,” took the 
opportunity to present a clear pic- 
ture of the goings-on behind all 
the loud and public clamor, the 
beating of breasts and gnashing of 
teeth, concerning the shortage of 
good writers for television. 


A friend of mine, author of five 
exceptionally well-received (by 
the critics) novels, tried tv last 
year. He toiled long and hard, 
and finally, after interminable 
waiting, managed to get a reading. 
Eventually, all of his entries were 
produced, with  viewer-reaction 
that ranged, he was told, from 
good to excellent. 


What could and should have 
been a nice little success story 
turned out, however, to be just the 
opposite: a wearisome and embit- 
tering experience. For my friend 
discovered that in addition to the 
heavy expenditure of time and pa- 
tience required for him to wear 
down the tv boys’ monumental re- 
luctance to recognize the existence 
of an “unknown” writer, he had 
to put in many more weeks of 
waiting while Madison Avenue “ex- 
perts” pored over his work (at 
substantial weekly wages), while 
the sponsor’s: wife made up her 
mind as to whether or not she real- 
ly approved of a certain charac- 
ter’s behavior toward his Mom, 
while my friend’s agent kept apolo- 





|rive. 


getically relaying requests from on 
high for minute changes in word- 
ing and punctuation. 


At long last, a check would ar- 


‘spent the money, naturally. 


|He said>a 15-year-old student at)man for 
Hills (Cal.) High School |other pious complaint to the press 





The net result of all this was 


These days he’s 


i making his bread and butter from 


slick magazines, from whose edi- 
tors he can and does receive treat- 
ment that is courteous, human, and 
understanding — and above all, 
prompt. 

And so, as tv kicks still another 


| youngsters are being given formal | promising writer in the seat of the 


| pants, another well-paid ‘spokes- 


the industry” looses an- 


|bewailing the all too obvious fact 
that television hasn’t got enough 
good writers to go ‘round. 

Why, I wonder, should. it have to 
be explained over and over again, 
ad nauseam, that writers, like ac- 
count executives, are people—with 
mouths, stomachs, and sometimes 
even ulcers? 

My own writing background {Is 
more like Stanley’s than my 
friend’s. In eight years, mostly 
freelancing, I’ve turned out some 
125 scripts for short films, chiefly 
documentary, 





subjects. In 1949 I co-sponsored a 


‘event UA refused to release the | prize-winning feature (Lost Bound- 
| pic, Preminger said he might look | aries, 


cenaris Prize at Cannes). 


| Plenty of the films made from my 





Long after my friend had | 





on a wide variety of | 


iscripts over the years, distributed | 


on a cuffo basis to tv stations 
across the land, have appeared on 
television. They've been seen, I’m 
told, by tens of millions of peo- 
ple; but to date the only actual 
coin I’ve ever picked up from the 
medium was $200 I once wrung 
from “Break the Bank” by bring. 
ing along a smart girl who knew 
the answers. 

But never mind that; I bear no 
grudge on that score. What I do 
object to is the fact that like Stan- 
ley, like the friend whose case I’ve 
citedy and no doubt like hundreds 
if not thousands of other aspirants 
I've been paid off in nothing but 
smooth brushoffs and_ skillfully- 
staged run-arounds by the very tv 
types who wail most loudly and 
piously about the lack of avilable 
writing talent. 

Can I, a writer with an idea, get 
in to see Mr. Smith? Mercy, no! 
he’s in conference with the direc 
tor, the agency representative, 
sponsor’s representative, the-mup 
the sponsor’s representative, the 
Equity man, the program ratings 
expert, and/or his golf pro. Or 
maybe he’s dictating another pa- 
thetic press release about the 
shortage of writers with ideas. 
Come back some other time—next 
May, for instance. 

And so it goes. 

The trouble with television is 
the hoary old story of too many 
cooks. Each of these cooks is posi- 
tive he knows just how to concoct 
a tasty broththatthetv public will 
slurp up greedily and gratefully. 
And each of these barefoot boys 
from Madison Avenue is regularly 
confirmed in his high opinion of 
his culinary know-how by the ar- 
rival of a far-from-inadequate week- 
ly paycheck. 


So they toil and moil, these 
cooks, in their air-conditioned 
kitchens. Eye of newt and toe of 


frog; a pinch of this and a dash of 
that. The broth bubbles and boils 
in the cauldron, 

May I see the recipe? you ask. 
The cooks stare at you in amaze- 
ment. 

For who gives a damn about the 
recipe? 

Ormonde de Kay Jr. 





An ‘Aye’ for Hartman 
New York City. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I read with great interest the 
seemingly conflicting comments of 
(Continued on page 48) 











Why Not Try an 
English Scriptwriter? 


Complete Comedy File Con- 
taining Eighty Minutes of 
Routined Comedy for Just 
Two Dollars. 


Write Airmail to: 
BERNARD ASHTON 
14, Southweld Road, 
Clapton, 
London, E. 5 England 
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SMASH SATURDAY DAYTIME g 
RATING RECORDS, 


Tough Network Leaders Toppled in 
Market after Market! 





INDIANAPOLIS (saturday, 11:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M.) E48 


MCA TV's hour-long Western Film package topsatough network 
competitors by 145%, 61% and 444% respectively! (ARB, July 1955) 


COLUMBUS (Saturday, 9:30—10:30 A.M.) #2.9 


| The’ biggestaever earned in the period. Jumped sets-In-use 75%! 
- Almost triple the previous rating for the time spot! (ARB, June 1955) 


HOUSTON (saturday, 12:00-1:00 P.M.) $14.9 


Beats the top-rated Saturday afternoon network show by 144% — 
catapults time period rating first time out from 8.1 to 14. 9} (ARB, 


July 1955) 








56 hour-long features starring GENE AUTRY 
67 hour-long features starring ROY ROGERS ¥ 





Stampede the audience to these double-barreled 
hits in the marketof your choice. Terrific ratings — 
available now! Call MCA today. 


Job No. 7917 —- MCA-TV Mag Ad 
46410 AT 8763 Proof A 
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THIS 185 TOBY 
With Mark Toby, Marion Nobel 
Created, scripted and produced by 
Toby 
2) Minus.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
WEVD, New York 
Mark Toby has concocted a 
farcical conglomeration in this 30- 


minute stint in which he purports 
to interview distinguished writers. 
Actually. the authors are charac- 
ters which Toby has invented ap- 
parently only for the purpose 0! 
interviewing on this program. It’s 


a one-man show in many respects. 
with Toby creating the plot, scrint- 
ing, directing and producing, being 
given en assist by Marion Nobel 
to bring in the femme interest. As 
such. he hints real versatility since 
not on!y acting as interviewer, but 
playin? the author and any other 
subsidiary male cnaracters 


For his initial stint, he inter- 
viewed Virgil DeCadent, obviously 
a name dvg up strictly as a gag. 


He was vurvorted to be author of 
“Sold-American,” “Hominy Grits 


Murcer Coase” and “Robert E. 
Lee.” Uatter had the alternate 
title of “Men in the Grey Flannel 
Suit.” Said mythical author took 


excevtion to the statue of General 
Sherman, and told why. 

In the course of his 
ing, Toby gets off on a tangent in 
relating the sad story of sister Lou, 


ugliest woman in the south. Sis- 
ter is the femme voice which 
seems a bit dragged into earlier 


passages. But the fable of Lou’s 
search for a marriagable man is an 
entertaining, tabloid story. If noth- 
ing else, it points up Toby's ability 
to portray numerous radio char- 
acters. 

Idea behind this show is good. 
and it is well put together. The 
tongue-in-cheek kidding of the 
stilted air interviews of literary 
folks is all there. However, some 
of the a'llesed humorous passages 


fail to come off. This can, of 
course, be remedied as the series 
progresses. Wear. 


SALUTE TO ALBERTA AND 
SASKATCHEWAN 
Norretor: Dan E. Cameron 
6% Mins.; Thur. (1) 
CBC, from six prairie cities 
Two ot three Canadian prairie 
provinces—Alberta and Saskatche- 
wan—became 50 years old Sept. 1, 
as parts of the Confederation, 
which doesn’t reach its century 
mark till 1967. This hour-long 
salute to the pair had its narration 
from Winnipeg, in the third prairie 
province Manitoba, by 
Cameron, Canadian 


terview- | 


Dan E.| 
Broadcasting | 


Corp.’s program director for the 
prairie region. 

All the music, though, came from 
Alberta—the capital Edmonton and 
Calgary, home of the famous 


Stampede; and Saskatchewan—the 


capital Regina, Saskatoon and 
Moose Jaw (which might have 
been nomenclaturally counterbal- 


Alberta’s Medicine Hat) 

So did the speeches—a prolix six- 
minute one from Premier E. C. 
Manning of Social Credit-run Al- 
berta and dignified but lively 
four-minute one from Premier 
T Cc. “Tommy” Douglas, whose 
Cooperative Commonwealth Feder- 
ation government of Saskatchewan, 
in power more than a decade, is 
|currently the only socialist one in 
the Commonwealth. 

Douglas’ faint Scots burr added 
flavor, and it could be understood 
where his daughter, now acting in 
a London West End play, got her 
ltalent. Manning read all and 
Douglas part of messages they'd 
isent to Queen Elizabeth, titular 
(head of all Commonwealth coun- 
tries, and her entire short replies. 
Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent, 
|French-Irish by descent, spoke 
engagingly for three minutes, by 
| transcription, in English and 
| French. 

Goeffrey Waddington, a former 
|Albertan now prominent in To- 


anced by 





a 


| fie'ds, 


| 


western music, with a minimum of 
gab bridging the sections and all | 


| RLY. TV Stations Ride Boo 


bangup job | 


speeches at the end. The unan- 
nounced overall producer Geserves 
a lot of credit for a ( 
combining dignity, charm and zip. 
Gard. 


BFEKINS HOLLYWOOD MUSIC 
NALL 

Wiia Hugh Douglas; guests 

Y/riier-Direector; Les Farber 

59 Mins., Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 

Co umbia Pacific Radio Network, 
trom Hollywood. 
As with a salad, it’s the dressing 


that makes “Bekins Hollywood Mu- 


sie Hall.” Basically. ““Musie Hall” 
is a c.j. show. But clever integra- 
tion cf tape interviews between 


records by top musical perconal- | 
longhair | 


reid PE Bia. 
plus smooth and intelligent | 1285. 


ities in and 


both pop 


eommecntary by host Hugh YPoug- 
las, serve to elevate this offering 


above the rut of the commonplace. ; 


The show spotlights on!y a few 


pe-conalities each week—last Sun- 
dev Margaret Whiting. Vivian 
Biaine, Robert Alda and Robert 


Morrill. Tape interviews deal with 
profecs’‘onal and _ personal high- 
lichts in careers of those inter- 
vizwed, as they relate them. Often, 
matcrial lives up to ‘little known” 
bill’ns and is generally interesting 
ard presented with good taste and 
efieec. Record selections are top 
presentations from artists’ careers 
and raises program above a ‘“Cur- 


| rent Best 10” level. 


'ronto, led a CBC orch in several | 


|numbers, notably 


the sometimes | 


eerie, fascinating ““Rocky Mountain | 


| Sketch” composed by Bob Mc- 
| Mullin of Edmonton. U. of Alberta 


| Mixed Chorus of 120 sang “Ring. 


{Out a Cheer.” Howard Leyton- 
| Brown, violinist recently in from 
| Australia, played two Kreisler 
'numbers and Thelma Johannes of 
Saskatoon a gay piano classic; and 


Marilyn Duffus of Moose Jaw sang | 


a Hebridean chant. The Saskatche- 
wan Golden Jubilee Chorus did a 
religioso number, well, and a Men- 
{nonite choir sang beautifully, un- 


accompanied. 
Bob McMullin himself came in 
iwith his orch and tenor John 


| Letourneau in a quartet of French- 
{Canadian folksongs including the 
| w.k. 
| sides Quebec and New Brunswick, 


“Aupres de Ma Blonde.” (Be- | ; L 
| nostalgia-evoking. 


| Alberta has many and Saskatche-| 


| wan some French-speaking resi- 
| dents.) 


And from Calgary Vic} 


Siebert, the Mello Maids and Sons | 


'of the Saddle beat out 
| Nellie Home” and aé specially- 
|cemposed “Golden Jubilee’’—not a 
| bad tune with an excellent lilt, 
|'which could have new lyrics for 
|general appeal. 
| good, with superior harmony. 
of longhair, 


religioso, folk and 


“Seeing | 


The group was'| 


Les Farber’s writing and direc- 
tion are top-drawer radio. 

“Music Hall” shifts to 5-5:30 p.m. 
time slot on Sundays, starting 
Sept. 25. 


MUSIC SHOP 
With Bill Eubanks 
125 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:15 a.m. 
Perticipating 
WABY, Albany 

Bill Eubanks displays a wide 
variety of wax works when he 
opens the door daily for an ex- 
tended showcasing. He is a strong- 
voiced miker with a friendly per- 
sonality and an off-the-cuff ap- 
proach. The music is listerable, | 
selections of many 
included. One 
passed “Blue 
Tunes,” chiefly 


types being | 
segment encom- 
Ribbon Memory 
instrumental and 
On _ another, 
Eubanks suggests “Dropping your 
work and relaxing for 10 minutes.” 


He speaks with reasonable au- 
thority of tunes and artists; spot- 
lights on occasion, numbers by The 
Four Joes — apparently friends. 
Eubanks’ technique is a bit uneven. 
He talks too fast and choppily, at 
times; reads some commercials too 
rapidly and too loud. One of the 


| five-minute news roundups also 


Show was a well-balanced blend | 


received a “rushed” treatment. 
Jaco. 
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THE BEST... 


... from ANNOUNCER ... from PERFORMER... 
from MATERIAL... use the BEST... AUTOCUE 


This most modern prompting equip. 
ment cuts rehearsal time, produce 
tion costs, improves impact of mes- 
sage and insures a clean delivery. 


AUTOCUE.. 
TV networks 


AUTOCUE... 
both: television and film production 
from coast to coast. 


SALES AND DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 


NEW YORK CITY 

28 WEST 44TH STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N, Y, i 
BRyant 9-0213 
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tion in the market that can expect 
a whole year’s profit in ’55. Station 
has only four nighttime half-hours 
| unsold, a healthy advance in posi- 
|tion over last year. Once again, 
in a matter of bookkeening, there’s 
no certain way for observers to as- 
certain how much WABC-TV bene- 
fits through use of network facili- 
ties. 

The situation at DuMont’s WABD 
has proved preity erratic in the 
course of the past year. The out- 
let was doing a substantial third 
place biz last year—ratings were 
reasonably high and so were bill- 
But it was struck by a sharp 
reversal about last January. Sales- 
men familiar with the situation 
said that WABD was oversurfeited 
with lowgracde film properties that 
failed to attract viewers and under- 
writers. Since Ted Cott took 
over management of that station 
(and DuMont’s Washington outlet, 
WTTG), he’s manipulated some 
new film proverties. That coupled 
some heavy promotion are 
said to be the cause of strong biz 
over the past few weeks. Though 
the station doesn’t expect to do a 
full-year profit in ’55 the last four 
or five months should be black 
inkers if pace of present sales con- 
tinues. Nature of station’s pro- 
gramming calls for gimmicky 
stanzas ranging from _ in-studio 
wrestling and tennis to novel 
shows built around film shorts. 

N. Y. News’ *“VPiX Clicks 

Principal unofficial sources at 
WPIX say that it’s running well in 
the black this season. Elsewhere, 
the word is that it’s just starting 
to show a month-to-month profit 
because it’s taken boss’ Fred 
Thrower time to shed some costly 
and unrewarding remote sports 
shows, including some of the Madi- 
son Square Garden events. (Base- 
ball was a profit, of course, and 
shall remain on the sked.) WPIX 


| reported a fortnight ago a $1,000.- 


000 sa:es spree for fall. Most of 
the biz was booked through the 
new and big emphasis on syndi- 
cated films, with the station seem- 
ingly striving for the type of op- 
eration that Dick Moore turned 
into a profit via KTTV in L. A. 
WOR Eyes Black Ink 

WOR, the GT station, is one of 
the more interesting revenue 
stories to the trade. It’s doing well 
as a result of its “Million Dol- 
lar Movié”’ lineup, based on first- 
run features it got from the parent 
outfit. But the industry’s puzzled 
long and hard over whether WOR- 
TV, which is helmed by Gordon 
Gray, has not been getting the 
films cheaply, if not for free, from 
the mother firm, because all profit 
is supposedly going into the same 
kitty anyway. In answer to that, 
Gray maintains that WOR-TV has 
been forced, through the impartial 
competitive bidding that GT in- 
voked, to pay top prices and not 
just in a bookkeeping exchange. 
The station is not in the black 
now, but feels it will be by the 
year’s end. It’s said that Gray is 
still working off cumbersome ex- 
isting contracts that have prevent- 
ed “MDM” from converting the 
outlet to regular profit: 

While WABD is developing a di- 
versified-in-itself sports-shorts-per- 
sonality pattern, and WPIX is go- 
ing syndicated, and WOR feature 
film, the remaining station of the 
indies, WATV, is forming its own 
stanza personality. The Irv Rosen- 
haus station is now taking on 
N. Y.’s only specialized video pro- 
gramming, ranging from Negro 
shows to foreign language (Span- 
ish, Italian, Yiddish, ete.) tele- 
casts. The big weekly losses of 
two and three months ago are 
being diminished through cutbacks 
in extra personnel, office space, 
etc. While WATV has built its 
specialized shows to where they 


- ——_——— Continued from page 27 


$e 


, them eventually supplying the ma- 
jority of the biliings. (According 
to observers, a good part of 

| WATV’s future chances to meet 

| the coin climb going on among its 
| rivals depends on how widely ac- 
|cepted among advertisers special- 
ized video programming becomes.) 
Meanwhile, cue largely to the cut- 
backs, the station is understood to 
be doing better for the current two 
|; months than for the same period 
| last year, with the possibility of 























'the station scraping through to 
black in in December. 

| UHF-VHF 

porn Continued from page 24 See 








ily” that “any general course of ac- 


{tion which looks toward the licens- 


|ing of tv stations under a system 
with a built-in low ceiling on fu- 


ture expansion should not be 
adovted until we have at least 
made a thorough going study of 


| possible. alternatives.” 


Turning to deintermixture pro- 
posals before the Commission to 
provide for all-UHF or all-VHF sta- 
tions in selected markets, Hyde de- 


| clared: “The more successful UHF 
| operations, the greater the use of 


UHF channels, the greater incen- 
tive for improvement and manu- 
facture of sets and transmitters 





|for use in this part of the spec- 
| trum.” 

| Hyde suggested a re-examination 
of the tv allocations with the ob- 


jective of establishing conditions 
“conducive to the growth and de- 
velopment of UHF in as many 
areas as possible and at the same 
time providing opportunity for net- 
work. competition on as nearly 
equal transmission facilities as pos- 
sible in as many markets as prac- 
ticable. . .. The ultimate purpose, 
of course, would be to encourage 
the larger and more effective use 
of available tv channels. The ulti- 
mate full development of television 
in this country should not be ham- 
strung by having been limited to 
12 channels in its pioneeer stages.” 

The Commissioner said he does 
not believe “that an allocation 
which fails to provide facilities for 
an expanding and comprehensive 
service, providing opportunities for 
development now and in the fu- 
ture, in small and large commu- 
nities, would be consistent with the 
basic policy of the Communications 
Act, or that it would satisfy the 
American public.” 




















4,500 Sq. Ft. 
Penthouse 


Hotel Great Northern 
118 WEST 57th STREET 


ideal for TV rehearsals 

Ballet School 

Dance Instruction 

Photographic or Art Studle 

Or living quarters 

24-hour elevator and switchboard service 
Inspection invited, By appf. 


Call Harry Epstein, Ci 7-1900 












































Boarding and day faellities 
} amid peaceful homelike sur- 
voundiags on 30 acre eountry- 
a side, 


Academle 


mentary school 











}] W. €. LIGORIO, Headmaster 


(25 miles from New York City) 
program, 


friendly elasses, 
Instructions te meet all ele- 


Classes Start September 26th 


For information call 
Medford 1-3800 


suppiy 20% of total revenue, 

there’s seen the probability of 
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| 612 South Broadway (on Route 9), Tarrytown, New York |: 
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Pulling the rug out from under the established concepts and preconceived ideas of advertising 
is healthy exercise for any agency. And it’s surprising (or maybe it ist) how often it results 
in better advertising for that agency's clients. 


Young & Rubicam, Ine. 


Advertising © New Youk « Chicago * Detroit * Sar Francisco *¢ Los Angeles * Hollywood + Montreal * Torento * Mexico City « Lo i 
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Television Chatter 





New Yerk 


Florida Friebus doing 
threat duty these Gays, 


double- 
adapting 


“Alice in Wonderland” for Maurice | 


Evans’ new Hallmark NBC-TV 
Sunday specs and wrapping up a 
vidpix role in “The Goldbergs” for 
fall exposure Dan Indjian, 
formerly with Audio 


editorial department of 


cial house . . . Mickey Sillerman, 


exec v.p. of Television Programs | 
of America, back from a four-week | 


Caribbean cruise yesterday (Tues.). 
His secretary, Peggy Miller, and 
Gloria Rosenbloom, secretary to 
TPA prez Milton Gordon, back 
f-om Europe a few days earlier... 


Kajar, the magician, booked for an | 


appearance on the CBS-TV “Morn- 


ing Show” Sept. 9... Jack Gould, | 
N.Y. Times tv critic, going to Lon- | 


don to cover opening of British 
commercial .tv setup later this 
month Transfilm completed 


production on two _ one-minute 
fully-animated color commercials 
for RCA Victor, using Vaughn 
Monroe on the soundtrack, for use 
on the Sid Caesar show and other 
RCA-sponsored color and b & w 
entries ... Kurt Blumberg, assist- 
ant v.p. at Television Programs of 
America, bought a new 
Stamford . . . Elaine Lynn, featured 
in “Plain and Fancy,” filming a 
series of commercials on _ Post 
Cereals for Benton & Bowles .. 
Mike Stokey, producer-emcee of 
“Pantomime Quiz,” to wed Spring 
Mitchell, card girl on the show, 
in October ... Audie Murphy, in 
town to plug “To Hell and Back,” 
guests on “I’ve Got a Secret” 
tonight (Wed.) ... Mike Wallace 
now a permanent panel member on 
“Name’s the Same” . Donald 
Woods, who just completed a heavy 
summer stock schedule with a two- 
week appearance in “The Moon Is 
Blue,” signed to appear opposite 
Julie Harris in ‘‘A Wind from the 
South” on U.S. Steel Hour next 
Wednesday (14) . Joe Silver's 
“Space Funnies” switches to Satur- 
oy mornings, 8-9 a.m., on WCBS- 

Vv. 

Howard Barker, formerly scenic 
designer for “Voice of Firestone” 
on ABC-TV, is designing the sets 
for the pre-Broadway 
“A Touch of Magic,” the Signe 
Hasso starrer, at the Capri Theatre 
in Atlantic Beach, L. I... . Pianist- 
organist Billy Nalle vacationing 
from his background chores on 
several shows for a month in Ft. 
Myers, Fla., and while there will 
make five appearances on WINK- 
TV ... George Vaughan has an- 
kled MCA-TV_ to join Official 
Films as a senior account exec in 
N. Y. . . . ABC-TV programs & 
talent veep Bob Weitman and 
“Soldier Parade” femcee Arlene 
Francis get plaques from the 
Army Recruiting Service on the 
show’s last outing tomorrow 
(Thurs.) . . . Couple of changes at 
CBS-TV Spot Sales: Frank Elliott 
Jr. comes up from WCAU-TV in 
Philadelphia to become director 


Productions | 
and Columbia Pictures, joined the | 
George | 
Blake Enterprises, the tv commer- | 


home in} 


| 


Jack Mohler, recently made an ac- 
while E. James Hodg- 
A&P, becomes 
under Al Di 


count exec, 
ett, formerly with 
research assistant 
Giovanni Erberto 
“Ttalian Film Theatre” 
switches WABC-TV to 
WATV on nights at 10, 
ending 
noon span of exposure . . Four 
Guild Films shows, “Liberace,” 
“Tife With Elizabeth’ and_ the 
|Florian Zabach and Frankie Laine 
show, earmarked for showing 
abroad via the Armed Forces Net- 
New Jersey State Fair 
to year’s outstand- 
show has gone to 
Three Lives” 


Feature 
from 
Thursday 


}work... 
|annual award 
ing television 
i Ziv’s “I Led 
Transfilm 


ituring Dr. Louis H. Evans and 
titled “Man to Man,” for the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of 
Christ. with the series slated for 
free distribution to stations for 
| sustaining use. 


a six-year Saturday after-| 


| 


| 
| 


Landi’s | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
' 
| 
} 


| 


| 


has completed a series | 
of 13 quarter-hour color films fea- | 


End of the Run 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 
After more than 19 years, 


the Chicago Northwestern 
Railway next month is depart- 
ing its 7:30-7:55 weekday 
morning berth on WMAQ. 


Strangely enough the railway's 
forthcoming exit was cued by 
its desires to hang onto the 
time slot. The station had 
asked it to cut back its identity 
to 15 minutes daily so the re- 
maining 10 minutes could be 
opened up for spot biz. 
Apparently it was all or 
nothing with Northwestern, 
hence the checkout. 








SRA Hits at Franco’s 


Rose Pharmacal Deal; 





Denies It’s ‘Per Inquiry’ 


Station Representatives Assn. 
has brought to light what it feels 


to be a per inquiry deal “second , 


to none in radio station rate cut- 
ting.” Carlos Franco Associates, 


| Part of the proceeds of the golf | repping Rose Pharmacal, is the 


‘tourney at Shackamaxon Country 
' Club in Scotch Plains, N. J., which 
l'begins today (Wed.) will go to 
| United Cerebral Palsy. Several 
video luminaries’ll participate, 
with Jane Pickens heading dele- 
gation to receive UCP share... 
Irene Manning has left for Coast 
‘and commitments to do _ vidfilm 
commercials . . . Josephine Mag- 
| gio into Edward Petry Co., station 
reps, as head of traffic and special 
‘services . .. Barry Levinson and 
| Elliot Kastner opened video-mo- 
‘tion pic department for William 
‘Schuller agency . . . Tv producer- 
| director A. Burke Crotty to spend 
five weeks abroad studying tele- 
vision techniques and locations for 
tv film series. Will sail for Lon- 
don next Wed. (14) . Jack 
Hively, former RKO director now 
megging for McConnachie Tele- 
vision Productions, and his ac- 
tress-wife, Dorothy Lovett, moving 
into their newly-acquired ranch 
type residence in Hartsdale, N. Y. 





tryout of | 


|. . . John Pavelko set for cast of 
i\“The Big Story” when it resumes 
| Friday (9) on NBC-TV .. . Marian 
| Russell and Peter Fernandez in 
/Bermuda this week for “Crazy 
Over Horse Mackerel” in the 
,“Crunch and Des” series. 


HAZEL BISHOP SPONSORS 
ARTHUR MURRAY TV’ER 


NBC-TV lost no time finding a 
|replacement client and show for 
| the Sunday night 10:30 period fol- 
|lowing decision of Lquella Parsons 
‘not to go ahead with her sceduled 
| film series. Time will be taken 
over by Raymond Spector on behalf 
|of Hazel Bishop. He'll install ‘Ar- 
i{thur Murray Party”. 

Hazel Bishop’ continues, of 
course, with the Ralph Edwards’ 
| “This Is Your Life’? Wednesday 
nights. During the summer it spon- 
sored “The Dunninger Show” Sat- 














outfit hit by SRA. 
As SRA lays it out, Franco fixed 
it so that each of over 20 stations 


involved will get a minimum of $1 | 


for every 7,000 homes per week in 
what is referred to in the agree- 
ment as the station’s “intense 
area.” Alternative is receiving sum 
totalling one-third of the sales of 
all Rose's sales in the area, which- 
ever is larger. For this each outlet 
pays off in 280 run of sked an- 
nouncements a month. Franco is 
paid by Rose as consultant in lieu 
of ad agency help, SRA reports. 

Two of the over 20 stations 
agreeing to the Franco-Rose setup, 
SRA says, are 50,000-watters. “This 
is not p.i.,”’ Franco declared, “it 
is a cooperative agreement.” He 
said it has been going on since 
March. 








Multiple-Set Homes 


Continued from page 25 








000 sets this year, Secrest told the 
dealers there is a market for 12,- 
800,000 to 15,000,000 sets to replace 
outmoded receivers. He also point- 
ed to the important market in the 
15,000,000 families, most of them 
in the range of one or more sta- 
tions, who still do not have sets. 
Secrest said the industry is 
unanimous in the opinion that 
color will have little or no effect 


on sale of black and white sets 
between now and Christmas. As to 
1956 and 1957, he said, there is a 
wide range of estimates. Once col- 
or tv gets over its initial “hump,” 
he added, “it will bring another tv 
boom reminiscent of the first few 
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From The Production Centres 
es ('F7ontinuicd from page 26 SaaninsaIn RS UUNREteeememmsseamememamea 
vidio property in Papillion, Neb., area suff ‘red damage from weed 


fires last week ... Jack Payne's s 
|TV attracted some 200 customers. 
| cago to watch the Senators, White 
| caster Dizzy Dean in town for a 
| Hammond . 


| afternoon tourist-type show with copy directed at motorists . 
in-person 
| Fair in Lincoln last week ... All told, KMTV’s Ranch House Jamboree 


| personalities made several 


' 


| gang performed before 31,000 at c 
in Nebraska and Iowa during Aug 


IN BOSTON... 


| cational conference at 

i from 11:30 to midnight each night 

|WNAC. Jack Malloy, Yankee pt 
st “€ of cameramen and crew, and 


ixth annual baseball tour for WOW- 
Group took a special train to Chi- 
Sox and Yankees ... Baseball tele- 
golf match with nitery owner Don 


.. Jerry Ryan, KFKA, Greeley, Colo., has started a new 


cs MMTV 
appearances at Nebraska State 


ounty fairs and other annual events 
ust, 


WNAC-TV and WNAC radio going all out for coverage of the edu- 
Amherst this weekend (8, 9, 10). 


A roundup 
will be handled by Les Smith over 


‘oduction director, will supervise a 


Jim Pike, film director, will compile 


a ocumentary film, ‘“‘Are You Interested,” to be shown over WNAC- 


|TV Sept. 18. 


Louise Morgan of the WNAC-TV “Louise Morgan Show” 


will be the commentator on the Pierre Balmain fashion show at the 


Boston Club Sept. 12 .. . Joseph 
roni, which sponsors ‘““Man Behind 


Pellagerino, prexy of Prince Maca- 
the Badge” on WNAC-TV, is offer- 


ing a ton of macaroni to each of the Governors of the three flood 
| stricken areas, Mass., R. I. and Conn., for flood victims 


... C. Herbert 


| Masse, sales manager, WBZ-TV, has been elected a director of the 


| Financial Advertisers Association 
| 56... Crime in Boston and the 


of New England for the year 1955- 
capture of Elmer “Trigger” Burke 


| was discussed by Joe Dineen, author of ‘‘Underworld, U. S. A.” and 
| Boston Globe columnist, with William W. Pierce on WGBH-TV’s “Back- 


| grounds” Friday (2). 








Dr. Wiehe 


Continued from page 25 


{ 
i ecneentinetininddl 


j}about the audience that actually 
tuned it in. To my way of think- 
ing, this is playing with very ex- 
pensive toys.” 


Dr. Wiebe, proceeding on the 


assumption that the educational 
telecasters have no budget or staff 
for research, suggested a method 
of getting a rough idea of audience 
reaction, listing the following 
steps: get the station engineer to 
draw a coverage map; decide who 
the primary audience is, city peo- 
ple or farmers; count the rural 
counties in the primary area and 
get estimates of the farm popula- 
tion in each of the counties; assign 
200 calls among the counties in 
proportion to farm population; pin- 
point the northernmost point in 
each county, but don’t choose a 
town; get somebody to each pin- 
point area in the 24 hours follow- 
ing the program and have them in- 
terview the specified quota of 
homes staying as close to the pin- 
point spot as possible and picking 
homes at random. Future surveys 
would find the pinpoints in other 
areas of the county. Interviews 
should stress questions on what 
viewers liked or disliked about the 


on what kind of a show the view- 
ers think should be put on. 


In his emphasis on the need for 
research as the means of estimat- 


say about the educators who con- 














show, and what they got out of it, | 
but should not include questions | 


ing educational tv’s usefulness, Dr. | 
Wiebe had some harsh things to! 


+ 


WSB Radio Sets U. of Ga. 
Grid Sked; Sept. 17 Bow 


Atlanta, Sept. 6. 

WSB Radio, NBC outlet; owned 
‘and operated by Atlanta Newspa- 
pers, Inc., again will carry all of 
the Georgia football games, be- 
ginning with Georgia-Ole Miss 
game night of Sept. 17. Ed Thil- 
enius, spieler from WIFC, Athens, 
Ga., home of Georgia U., will do 
the play by play, while Walter 
Graham, of WRBL, Columbus, will 
do the color. Texaco is the spon- 
sor and games are blanketed over 
state on a hookup known as the 
Georgia Sports Network. 

Kickoff game in this series was 
originally scheduled to be played 
in p. m. at Athens, but since Geor- 
gia Tech is meeting U. of Miami 
here that same afternoon and their 
game is to be telecast over a na- 
tional NBC-TV hookup (in color, 
too) it was decided to bring con- 
test here as second half of a dou- 
bleheader. Where game would 
have drawn not more than 15,000 
in Athens, it looks like a sellout 
(40,000) at Grant Field, Tech's 
home stadium. 

















ADVERTISING AGENCIES 


prefer M M FILM SERVICES 
because it has top flight edi- 
tors—Meets rush deadlines— 


Does a completely professsional 





























of sales development succeeding | urday nights. years of black and white ty.” sider television a “pure art form.” _ ~ = ene peed 
-_ This isn’t true, he said: “it is a, onvenently located at 723 7th 
medium with a mission, it is a way | Ave. — 48th and 7th— 
of communicating messages.” The | Y 
{criterion which should be applied ou Can Phone 
'in evaluating a television show, he M M FILM SERVICES, INC. 
| declared, is: ‘How likely is it that at JU 6-7430 
. © + audience members will perceive 
Particularly Interested in Scripts this program content almost as if| 
" * . it were an experience in first-hand 
Suitable for 30-Minute TV Films | reality? OVERSEAS OPPORTUNITY 
’ 
Jessel’s Telethon for 
George Jessel will emcee the 19- 
hour Muscular Dystrophy Assn. TELEVISION PERSONNEL 
telethon over WABD, N. Y., this Commercial T.V. Network starting transmis- 
| Saturday (10) and Sunday. Station |J "0" North of England, Spring 1956, offers 
originally had Jerry Lewis slated | govt, Craitin,Autraian, and ther 
for the job. nities as Producers, iesaiaee: Camera and 
N. Y. Gov. Averell Harriman is Studio Crew. Operational experience essential. 
PRODUCTIONS INC general telethon chairman. Funds Communications will be treated in strictest 
I ° will be used to aid in building a confidence, Please send full details of ex- 
| research center for muscular dys- perience with names of referees if possible to 
trophy near Cornell Medical Cen- GRANADA TV NETWORK LYD.. 96, Geid- 
‘tre in N. Y. | en Square, London, W. 1, England, 
® ARTIST MANAGEMENT e —<—$—— Se 
whahaknbesines RAY WENCIL 
e TV 
PRODUCTIONS e (Comedian Turned Writer) 
. @ ARTHUR GODFREY TIME e 
18 West 55th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
Thanks, PETER LIND HAYES 
JUdson 6-0228, 0229 
| Direction: 
| WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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—Nice Words When You Can Get Them 













It takes a lot of elements to rack up a 
gross like this — — — le 


| want to thank the people who made it 
possible — — — 


THIS 1S THE HOWARD MILLER SHOW 


HI-LO’S —a great new multiple voice group with as 
refreshing a sound as you can hear. 


FELICIA SANDERS — warn, vibrant appeal; a charming sophis- 


ticate of song—who commands respect and attention, a great singer. 


YONELY —I! think he’s one of the top comics of our 
time. A show stopper who belongs in the front ranks. 


PAT BOONE —A bright star which like a meteor has raced 


across the heavens—smash records—smash appearance. 


DELLA REESE —the exciting newcomer who, unheralded, 


won the overwhelming approval of every audience. 


LENNY DEE —one of the hottest acts in show business. 


A genius of sound and showmanship, a top name for any marquee. 


HOWARD MILLER 


and it takes a lot of help up front, too. 


My sincere thanks to a wonderful boss —Nate Platt; to Ray Thompson, 
Chicago Theatre Manager; to Eddie Seguin, top F.A.; and to Lou Basil, 
who cuts a great show—and to every member of the theatre family. 





—and thanks to Jack Webb, a nice guy. 
and thanks to my radio and TV affiliation: 


WIND — 6:35-8 A.M. 
WBBM.-CBS — 11:45 E.D.S.T. 


The Howard Miller Show, Sponsored by The Wrigley Company 
WBBM.-TV, Friday Nite, 11:00- 1:00 A.M. 
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thing which had led him to ask for 
had been settled. Net 


his release 


work refused to reinstate him, and 
in a statement last week said, 
“Since our contract had been term- 
inated with Mr. Winchell and our 
relationship severed, it was the de- 
cision of the company not to re- 
nesotiate his services for radio 


and television.” 

‘Deliberately Misinformed’? 

Winchell believes the network 
deliberately misinformed him on 
the insurance status to get rid ol 
the contract. “I don’t need the 
money,’ Winchell said last week, 
“but nobody throws away a $1,000- 


a-week guarantee for no reason 
at all.’ Winchell stated that he 
felt he had a reason at the time 
he was informed of the insurance 


company’s stand, but that the con- 
tract should have been reinstated 
when it was discovered that he had 
been protected. Winchell took 
sue with another phase of ABC's 
statement to the press last week, 
which stated “it was our under- 
standing from Mr. Winchell that he 
was in negotiation with two other 
networks” at the time of his re- 
lease. 'Tain’t true, says Winchell. 

Columnist is and has been doing 
a burn since his release over what 


is- 


he considers ABC's “ingratitude” | 
for his leyalty to the network. He | 
reealls, among other things, that | 


seven years ago Bill Paley and CBS 
mode him an offer of $10,000 a pro- 
gram for 45 programs a year, near- 
ly double his ABC setup of $5,000 a 
show for 52 programs. Kintner, he | 
says, “pleaded with him to stay, | 
matching the CBS offer in the 
form of a contract written on the 
back of a Stork Club menu.” Win- | 
chell says he’s won every one of | 
the five cases that have come to| 
trial, and he’s ‘‘never cost ABC | 
a single penny, whether for a post- | 
age stamp or in a court action.” He | 
brought in every sponsor he ever 
had, he states, including Jergen’s | 
Lotion for 17 years, and when a 
hike in his contract was negotiated, 
the sponsor, not the network, paid 
for it. 


MBS Teeoff Sunday 
Winchell starts work for Mutual 
in 
week (11). 
signed by the weekend, but 
chell said he had a handshake on 
it with Tom O'Neil, Mutual presi- 


a Sunday-at-6 quarter-hour next | 
Contract hadn't been | 
Win- | 


complaint” and that “‘there was no 
misrepresentation concerning his 
contract for his radio and televi- 
sion programs with ABC. State- 
ment closed with this kicker: 
“While the American Broadcast- 
ing Co. is making this statement in 
order that the facts may be clear, 
it is our belief that Mr. Winchell’s 
claims should be settled in court 
and not in newspaper statements.” 





‘Alcea’s ‘No Art’ 


Continued from page 23 [ea 





ton”; “Colonet,” by Thomas 


Phipps; “Black Wings,” by Joseph 


Schull, who wrote the successiul 
“The Bridge” for Elgin; ‘‘A Busi- 
ness Proposition,” by John Vla- 
hos: and “Risk,” by Al Geto, a 
new writer on whom Brodkin is 
very high. Brodkin hasn't spoken 
to the sponsors and networks yet 


on the properties he has available, 
but it’s assumed he'll pitch them 
for production on the series. par- 
ticularly since he’s specialized in 
the lighter vein which Aicoa seems 
to prefer. Brodkin said he hopes 
to bring over two of his key as- 
sistants from ABC, Philip Barry 


| Jr., his associite producer on “El- 


gin,” and Joan MacDonald, his 
casting director. Miss MacDonald, 
incidentally, has already been 
signed by NBC to handle casting 


on “Producers Showcase” and the |} 


‘Pontiac Hour.” 

TA parting of the ways 
NBC comes in the form of a natu- 
ral sequence of events, since it 
packaged ‘‘Television Playhouse” 
for Phileo and the Hutchins agen- 
cy, which merely bought the Sun- 
day night time from the network. 
When Goodyear came in as alter- 
nate sponsor, it was a matter of 
Philco’s relinquishing the alternate 


| week but continuing its own pack- 
week. Now | 


age in the Goodyear 
that Philco has cancelled. NBC is 
stepping in with its own house- 
owned package, which will be 
helmed by Brodkin but was origi- 
nally to be produced by Duff. De- 
spite the “Playhouse” obliteration, 
TA still has three shows on the 
air or due to preem, the Sunday 
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CHICAGO .¢ .SAN FRANCISCO. * 


an ex-legit stager and producer, 
first hit the tv bigtime in 1953 


shortly after the ABC-United Par- | 


amount merger, when he staged 
the “ABC Album” series, a cy- 


cle of half-hours out of which 
emerged several series (though 
none on ABC). He then took over 
the Motorola reins on the alternat- 














ing week with Steel, repping the 
ABC production identity vis a vis 
the Theatre Guild's packaging of 
the Steel show. Brodkin deal was 
set by Ashley-Steiner. 

Stone 
Gees «6CCOntinued from page 26 ———— 


framed with an eve toward the fu- 
ture, the Buck Rogers deal for ex- 
,;ample, where there’s no show on 
the air yet from which to 
chandise (he points out, however, 
that since acquiring the property 
last week from three prospective 
producers-distributors). In the case 
of United Sheeplined Clothing, it’s 
really a calculated risk, with Stone 
frankly banking on a Daniel Boone 
frenzy to displace the Davy Crock- 
‘ett boom. Here again, there’s no 
show to merchandise, but Stone, 


confident that there wil! be at least | 


one with the current talk about the 
frontiersman, feels he has all cloth- 
\ing licensing wrapped up on the 
character by virtue of United 
,Sheeplined’s 1937 patent on Daniel 
Boone apparel. 
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New Writer Beefs 


with | 
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\Ilse F. Stanley and Edmund Hart- 
j|mann in the Aug. 31 Variety. Miss 
i\Stanley complained of unpleasant 
|experiences in a supposedly tv 
|writing sellers market, while Mr. 
|'Hartmann pointed out that writers 
iare needed in tv, as evidenced by 
ithe fact hat he hired a new writer 
on the spot. 

In the spirit of optimism, and 
at the risk of sounding smug, my 
'wife Bernice’s experience leaned 
toward Mr. Hartmann’s contention. 
I say leaned toward, because, of 
course, there were problems. In 
a business with so much at stake, 
|the producer’s enormous responsi- 
bilities can sometimes cause the 
wheels to turn exceeding slow. 

In my wife’s case, her experience 
has been in the magazine field, but 
no tv. She tried a few spec things 
ifor specific comedy shows and 
wrote an idea for a children’s se- 
ries. Although these haven't sold 
yet, they finally did lead to assign- 
ments on two network shows. 

That’s about it for what 
worth. 





it’s 


Dauid Kerman. 











Enchanted Forest 


| 
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| well and a rainbow 
| prominent. 
| The buildings are substantially 
|constructed of solid oak beams, 
pnw concrete and cinder blocks. 
They were designed by a Baltimore 
| artist, Howard Adler, and con- 
| structed by Bonnett & Brandt, also 
a Baltimore firm. Many local car- 
| penters were baffled by the weird 
problems of putting together a 
| crooked house for the crooked man 
|but the result stands an absolute 
| defiance of the law of gravity. 
Refreshments are served at 
Hansel and Gretel’s gingerbread 
|house, Birthday parties can also 
| be catered on request. 


bridge also 





| dom toadstools and couchant elves 


contribute to the atmosphere. 

| The Enchanted Forest is owned 
and operated by Howard E. Har- 
rison and his son, Howard Jr. The 
pair plan to open the park every 


April and run through October 
rom 10 a.m. until sundown. Initial 
;response has been big. 


mer- | 


Guides in |} 
nursery rhyme costumes and ran: | 


is getting his ace salesmen on the 
|agency and_ contestant pronto 
(though he isn’t divulging the rat- 
ing to anvone). If the 
contestants really do feel the show 
stands a good chance of a rating 
and enter a high-rated guess, they 


a i i > " 
agencite | femme star’s name appearing un- 


| der 


insisted On equal billing as per her 
contract. Execs tried first to bill 
Sinatra alone over “Town.” with 
title, 


but squawks and many 


| huddles finally settled the matter. 


| Billing now 


/can’t very well back down when an | 
ABC salesman starts pitching the ! 


show at them, it’s felt. 


Entry blanks for the 
went out last week and closing 
date is next Sunday (11), since 


the program premieres the follow- 
'ing week (18). Aside from the 
| $1,000 first prize, there’s a $500 
| second and a $250 third prize. Con- 
| testants are required to fill in their 
ifour telecasts of Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 
'9 and 16, all of which will be re- 
| ported in the Nielsen Oct. I and II 
| pocketpieces. For tiebreaking pur- 
| poses, contestants must also esti- 
|}mate the average number of homes 


the show will reach as reported by | 
| 


contest | 


| guess on the average rating for the | 
‘this week. 
| portion 


| Nielsen for the four telecasts, plus | 
'an estimaie of each separate-week | 


jrating for the telecasts. Winner 
| will be selected on the basis of 
ithe four-show average, but in case 
‘of a tie, the average number of 


s and the week-by-week rat-| ? P 
|homes and t eek-by-week rat ay Gkcmaeen “caidas ter inc 


| ings will be applied. 


Chi Sun-Times 


Continued from page 5 =e 














Roundup has been a Sunday fix- 
ture for over a year with the cat- 
egorized video listing flanked by 
editor Janet Kern’s regular fea- 
ture on tv trends. Tab-sized four- 
pager also carries the Sunday and 
Monday AM logs. 

Surprisingly, the Daily News has 


off its tv linage. When Jack Ma- 
bley helmed its tele desk during 
the medium’s early era, the John 
S. Knight paper consistently 
played the tv news big from Page 
1 on back. At one time a portion 
of its Saturday roto featured video 
shots and it fanfared heavily its 
weekend listings. Now, however, 
its tv attention is confined to Ethel 
Daccardo’s daily columns, the now- 
standard daily and weekend logs, 
and an infrequent Saturday back 
page feature. 


CBS’ 73 Tinters 


=—aa_ Continued from page 23 jaa 











because they give writers with new 
| ideas a chance to express them. 

Dozier further declared the big- 
gest problem with drama shows 
today is lack of good material 
caused by a shortage of creative 
writers. 

“We need a lot of young writers 
in this business, and CBS is pat- 
terning themselves with this in 
mind,” he observed. 

Dozier uppointed “Climax” story 
merit by mentioning that Para- 
mount’s purchase for a reported 
$50,000 of Mel Goldberg’s ‘Fear 
Strikes Out,” autobiog of Jimmy 
Piersall, Red Sox outfielder, and 
now the bidding by Par and Walter 
Wanger for “Deal a Blow,” penned 
by his son, Robert, as stories 
viewed on the “Climax” show, 


Coast TV Space 


aaa Continued from page 23 eee 














up Restaurant, so plans can go 
ahead on the construction of a 
$1,000,000 six-story building to 
|/house personnel in  badly-needed 
space. — Site was purchased by net 
some time ago, since TV City is al- 
ready very cramped. 

Rand’s deal with CBS-TV is un- 
derstood to allow eatery to build a 
rooftop spread on new structure 
jif 1t so desires, 





| the past couple of years tapered | 
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Frank Sinatra 
Saint in “Our 


reads: 
and Eva Marie 


Town.” 


WRCA-TV Pacts 3 New 
Clients for Sports Shows 


Sports programs brought in a 
trio of new sponsors for WRCA- 
TV, the NBC flagship in New York, 
Station sold its co-op 
of four network NCAA 
football games (one-fotrth of each 
game) to Bristol-Myers, landed the 
spot-booked “Frank Leahy Football 
Forecast” under duPont sponsor- 
ship, and sold the ‘Junior Cham- 
pions” show to Robert Hall 
Clothes. 

NCAA games are three-quarters 
sold on the network, with one- 





cal sale. Bristol-Myers, in addition 


, to latching onto the local sponsor- 


ship for four games (Sept. 17, Oct. 
15, Nov. 19 and 26), bought the 
quarter-hour pre-game show with 
Jim Crowley and the 35-second 
half-time station break. Leahy 
show, nationally, sponsored by 
duPont and booked into WRCA- 
TV, will occupy the Friday 6:30- 
6:45 p.m. slot starting Sept. 30. 
“Junior Champions” will have 
Brooklyn Dodgers _ sportscaster 
Vince Scully as host, and starts 
Sept. 17 Saturday evenings. For 
Robert Hall, the purchase of the 
show is a reversal of past policy, 
when the firm’s tv advertising was 
concentrated solely in spots. 





San Antonio—Robert Reed has 
been appointed program manager 
of WOAI, AM-TV according to 
James M. Gaines, veepee and gen- 
eral manager. He comes here from 
WRC, Washington, D. C. where he 
was featured daily on a three and 
a half hour show “Your Time- 
keeper” as well as on several other 
tv shows. 


TV Actors 


@ The difference between success 
and failure in TV is often how 
much you know about preparing 
and selling yourself. A terrific new 
book, The Television Actor's 
Manual, gives you this know-how. 
Written by top-notch TV producer 
William Hodapp, book is packed 
with tips on opportunities available, 
choosing agents, promoting public 
ity, audition scenes, contracts, cast- 
ing advice, costume and makup, TV 
acting techniques, and much more. 


Order your copy today from your 
local bookseller, or send $4 to Apple- 
ton-Century-Crofts, Dept. A 35 W, 
32 St., New York 1. Money back if 
book isn't tremendous help to you. 









































Don’t Buy A New Car 
Until You Talk to 


SAM ANGER © 


(Brother of HARRY ANGER at GAC) 


For The Best Deal On A 


FORD 


or 


: FORD | 
THUNDERBIRD 


Call me. at: 
TED ROWLAND, inc. 
of LYNBROOK, LONG PSLAND- 


LYnbrook” 9-0600 : 
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‘s 
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Foreign Brands Making Big Bid For 
Share of $300,000,000 Hi-Fi Market 


With the high fidelity 
levelling off onto a gross level es- 
timated at around $300,000,000 an- 
nually, U. S. manufacturers are 
facing increasing competition from 
overseas. Increasingly, hi-fi brands 
from England, always an impor- 
tant factor in this field. are being 


| 


joined by German, Dutch and} 
Swiss electronic and mechanical } 
euuipment. It’s understood that 


hitting the market shortly on an 
extensive scale similar to that 
country’s emergence as a power- 
ful contender for the phonographic , 
hobbyist’s dollar. 

A big segment of the European | 
hi-fi entries will be showcased at | 
the annual Audio Fair which will | 
oven Oct. 13 at the Hotel New| 
Yorker, N. Y., for four 
Phonograph turntables, tape ma- 
chines, console radio-phono com- 
binations and speakers will be ex- 
hibited by a flock of U. S. distribu- 
tors of the overseas manufac- 
turers. } 

The U. S. companies. meantime, 
will be at the Audio Fair in full! 
force. According to the Fair’s op- 
erator, Harry N. Reizes, the num- 
ber of exhibitors this year will top 
any previous year’s total. The 
Fair will cover four floors of the 
hotel. 


Japanese hi-fi lines will also be | 
| 


Big switch in the hi-fi field in| with a 45-day 
| Sroup of 10 newly repackaged 12- 


emergence of the packaged units. | 


the last year or two has been the 


While originally hi-fi was limited 
to the fans who assembled their 
own setups from individual com- 
ponents, the mass market opened 


up when completely assembled 
units with furniture were made 
available. All of the top radio- | 


phono brands in the business now 


have included packaged hi-fi units | 


in their merchandise line. 
Recurrent problem of standards 
in the hi-fi field will again come 
up at the Fair which is being held, 
as usual, in conjunction with the 


convention of the Audio Engineer- | 


ing Society. There has’ been 
sporadic attempts to set up mini- 


mum standards for what consti- 
tutes high-fidelity reproduction, 
but there has been no general 


agreement in the industry. 





Want Jazz on Program 
Of Edinburgh Fete But 
May Have 200 Yr. Delay 


Edinburgh, Sept. 6. 
Unofficial suggestion has been 


made here that U. S. musicians 
such as Louis Armstrong or Benny 
Goodman should star in a cabaret 


show at next year’s Edinburgh 
Festival. Jazz enthusiasts say 


such booking would prove a real 


cOin-spinner for the Festival So- 
ciety as well as rectify a grave 
Omission from the program. 
George Crockett, local jazz 
froup secretary, said: ‘This is} 
ineant to be an international fes- 
\ival representing all the arts, so 


Why isn’t there any jazz? After 
all. jazz is an American art form. 


Let’s have some of the big names 


from America—Armstrong, Good- 
lan Or anyone. The idea would 
be to have a cabaret show each 
night featuring local bands, a top 
British band, and the American 
Dig name or band.” 

Robert Ponsonby, new artistic 


director of the festival, replying to 
‘he project, commented: “I like 
azZ very much. But is it an art 
form? I don’t think it is old 
nough. Let’s think about it in 
-<00 years’ time.” 


Mort Hillman to Rep 
K. B. Marks in Midwest 
. Mort Hillman takes over as mid- 
est rep for E, B. Marks Music 
'S week. He succeeds the late 
arry Norrett who held down the 
St for many years. 





| 


For the past few years Hillman 
orked as an indie publicist in 
York. 


boom # 


days. | 
| 


MGM Kicks Of 


+ 





British Disk Names 
Piped for Pantomimes 


London, Sept. 6. 

Vocal stars are to be featured 
in pantomime this Christmas. 
Dickie Valentine ‘is to star at the 
Theatre Royal, Newcastle in “Alad- 
din”; Alma Cogan is also in “Alad- 
din” at Chiswick Empire; Eve 
Boswell is in ‘Mother Goose” at 


SEE NEED 
fORE 0 


Recent developments in the disk 
biz, such as Columbia’s Record 
Club, RCA Victor’s coupon sales 


:| 











the rack-jobbing field, are 
again cuing evaluation of the whole 
record dealer structure. Increas- 
ingly, disk exees believe that the 
existing distribution pattern must 
be enlarged to accommodate the 
rapidly expanding market for plat- 
ters. 





Coventry and Jimmy Young in 
“Robinson Crusoe” at the Grand | 
Theatre, Wolverhampton. 

This is a new departure for pan- | 
tomimes, and is another example | 
of the tremendous pulling power | 
of British vocal stars in these days | 
of big record sales. 





Fall Drive With 
10 Soundtrackers 


MGM Records fall 
paign gets underway 





sales cam- 
Sept. 15 
promotion on a 


inch soundtrack sets. The line 
| features two filmusical soundtrack 
scores on one LP. The’ sound- 
itrackers had previously been is- 
|sued on the label alone on a 10- 
inch LP. 

' The campaign, which has been 
tagged “Lucky Seven,” will offer 
dealers one free set for every 





| 
j 
} 


seven purchased. The diskery’s 
|} 12-inch soundtrackers’ retail at 
$4.98. The dealer cost will be} 


$3.09 and the distributor cost will 
be $2.47. 


The soundtrack couplings are 
“Annie Get Your Gun” with 
'**Raster Parade,” ‘Rose Marie” 


|with “The Merry Widow,” “Good 
| News” with “Three Little Words,” 
“Show Boat” with “Lovely to Look 
| At,’ “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
with “Till the Clouds Roll By,” 
“An American in Paris’ with ‘In 
the Good Old 
“Words and Music” with 
Weeks With Love,” “Summer } 
Stock” with “The Pirate,” “Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers” with 
“Royal Wedding” and “Singin’ in 
the Rain” with “Rich, Young and | 
Pretty.” 

Soundtrack set from the upcom- 
| ing Metro filmusieal, “It’s Always 
| Fair Weather,” is being primed for 
a hefty promotional push by MGM 
| (Continued on page 56) 


METRO TO PAY PORTER 
2506 FOR ‘PHILLY’ SCORE 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
| Cole Porter reportedly will get 
| $250,000 from Metro for his eight 








‘song numbers in studio’s musical | 
ilremake of “The Philddelphia | 
iStory.” Pic will be retagged to! 
conform to the new Newport 
ilocale. 

| Cleffer already has completed 


| » “ ° 4 { 
five tunes for film which will be | 
Sol C. Siegel’s initial production 
under his new contract. 





Perez Prado Can’t See 
| Brother’s Latin Beat 


Sept. 6. 
via MI- 
manager, 


Hollywood, 
Perez Prado disclosed 
guel Baca, his personal 
that he “is taking legal action 
against his younger brother, Pan- 
taleon, for using the name of 
Prado, Mambo King, on current 
European tour. According to Pra- 
do, his younger brother's actions 
of billing himself as the ““Mambo 
King” has caused him to cancel 
out his upcoming European jaunt. 
“Pantaleon cannot play nearly 
as good as Prado, and is ruining 
‘our reputation,’ said Baca. 


One top company exec said that 
the 7,000 disk retailers in the U.S. 
were clearly too few to cover the 
U.S. He said that there are the 
same or 


the population of the country has 
grown enormously, particularly in 
the teenage sector. 
the fact that in the past six or 
seven years, the advent of the new 
speed records and the hi-fi move- 


ment has opened up vast vistas for | 


the disk biz. Whereas some execs 
are predicting a $300,000,000 gross 
for the disk biz this year, a figure 
regarded as somewhat optimistic, 
a conservative estimate for the in- 
dustry’s potential 10 years hence 
is around $500,000,000. 

But the expansion of the indus- 
try is hinged to the strengthening 
of the existing dealers and the ad- 
dition of several thousand more. 
At the present time, dealers are 
limited to the big cities, whereas 
over 75% of U.S. towns have no 
disk outlets. Such a situation, it’s 
pointed out, encourages the growth 
of disk clubs and discount houses, 
both of which operate on a direct 
mail basis servicing customers who 
can’t easily get to a shop. 

The problem of expanding the 
disk outlets has been tackled by 
RCA Victor via its Personal Mu- 
sic Service setup. Under this plan, 
appliance dealers in smal] towns 

(Continued on page 56) 





Frankie Lester May Be 
Starting Trend; Singer 
Now a Bandleader for X 





Summertime,” | 
“Two | 


Frankie Lester has become the 
first singing bandleader in several 
years. Lester, who 
single for some time, has now put 
a band behind him and has re- 
corded his first batch of tunes on 
Label X. First release is “‘Nip Sip” 
and “Knock Me a Kiss.” 

Lester’s alliance with a musicrew 
reverses the: present trend. Some 
bandleaders such as Vaughn Mon- 


roe, disbanded their crews in favor | 


of becoming a single. However, 


some 15 vears ago when swing 
bands hit the big money, many 


| singers including Tony Martin and 
| Sophie Tucker were among those 
| that 


started batoning. As _ bands 
became uneconomical, the big or- 
ganizations broke up and leaders 


| who had something of a voice went 
{into business as a soloist. 
| hit in the band field would put a 
| lot of singers into a position where 


A solid 


they would wield a stick again. 
Lester was formerly vocalist 
with Buddy Morrow’s band. 


Ann er to Merc 


Thrush Ann McCormack has 
been tagged by Mercury Records 


for her wax bow. 
She was brought into the Merc 
fold by Bobby Shad, a&r topper 


|for label’s jazz and rhythm & 
blues division, but she’ll record 
for the pop field Her first disk 


sessions are slated for Sept. 13 
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program and the majors’ entry into | 
once | 


fewer outlets than some. 
10 years ago, despite the fact that | 


Also despite | 


has been a | 





LI. Dealers Square 





Irving Berlin Writing 
‘Pops’ Tween Pic Scores 


Irving Berlin, in between pic- 
tures, has been working on what 
he calls “popular” songs since in 
recent years his filmusical chores 
have been “packages” patterned to 
| some star, including a cavalcade of 
‘his oldies, along with specially 
written new material for the stu- 
dios. He has whipped up “Out of 
This World Into My Arms” as an 
out-and-out pop song which he’s 
planning to work on. 

If Berlin does a picture it'll 
probably be for Metro, titled “Say 
It With Music,” based on his Musie 
Box Theatre revues—the Broad- 
|; way playhouse which he owns and 
|for which he has long hankered to 
write a stage revue. 





Major Labels 
Hop on Dance 
Band Wagon 


The disk companies are on a 
‘dance band kick again. Several 
{major labels are prepping drives 
| to stimulate interest in their oreh 
properties by stressing the terp 
angles. 

RCA Victor, for example, has 
prepared a regular release sched- 
'ule of dance tempo platters fea- 
turing its house bands batoned by 
Joe Reisman, Hugo Winierhalter 
the Henri Rene orchs. Merc, too, 
is hopping on the bandwagon this 
season with special dance album 
packages by Ralph Marterie and 
David Carroll. Wing, Mere’s subsid 
|} label, will have a similar push tor 
| the Buddy Morrow orch. Merc is 
|tving in with the National Bali- 
'room Assn. and the booking offices 
to which the bands are signed for 
'a hefty promotional push to get 
'the terpers back into the ball- 
rooms. 

A big dance band buildup is al- 
so being prepped at Capitol. 
the past couple of months the label 
has been adding orch properties to 
its roster for an album push. Its 
vet orch pactees such as Ray An- 
thony and Bilty May will continue 
with topline promotion. 

Columbia is setting promo- 

(Continued on page 56) 








its 





JUDY CUTS CBS-TV SPEC 
STANDARDS FOR CAP 


Judy Garland’s first album for 


Capitol Records will include a 
repertory of the standard tunes 
she’s slated to deliver on CBS- 


TV's first color spectacular of the 
will be 


season Sept. 24. Songs 

put into the groove before the 
show so that the album can be in 
the hands of the dealers when the 
show is aired. 

Last year, Cap _ prerecorded 
Betty Hutton in an album of orig- 
inal tunes from her’ spectaculai 
tagged 


“Satins and Spurs.” 


Stanley Black, British 
Maestro, Disbands Crew 


London, Sept. 6 
Stanley Black, who for 11 
has been one of the leading British 
dance orch leaders, is disbanding 
his combo at the end of this week. 


The increase of his personal film 


recording, radio and tv activities 
him to discontinue 

He proposes to retain certain 
members of his orchestra for stu- 
dio dates but will dispense with 
his three featured 
Alma Warren, Martin Moreno and 
Wally Carr. 


forced touring. 


vocal artists 


For 


Off Vs. Col Execs 


LETS On Disk Club; Diskery Refines Plan 


+ By MIKE GROSS 
| 


Columbia Records execs and a 
| flock of dealers squared off in Gar- 
iden City, L. L., last Thursday (1) in 
the “battle of the record club.” In 
|the Col corner were prexy James 
|B. Conkling and sales director Hal 
|B. Cook while the dealers were 
massed under the Long Island Rec- 
jord Dealers Assn. banner. (Ringers 
from Westchester, Staten Island, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan attended 
the meet.) 


Although the majority of about 
50 dealers who came to the confab 
were against Col’s record club 
plan, Conkling noted the follow- 
ing day that he was not discour- 
aged by the reaction and that the 
company would stick to the basic 
concepts of the club program add- 
ing refinements along the way. 

The dealers stressed two main 
|; points in the verbal hassle with 
the Cel brass: 1) the Columbia 
Record Club would take customers 
out of the store and 2) other major 
companies would go into the rec- 
ord club business if the Columbia 
be is successful, taking record 
buyers away from the dealer for 
al] time. 

Both Conkling and Cook negated 
these arguments. They contended 
that the Col club program would 
stimulate additional interest in 
disks and bring new customers into 
the stores and that record club 
rivalry would be healthy for the 


industry on both manufacturing 
and retail levels. 
Ellis Farber, advertising man- 





ager for the Liberty Music. Shops, 
| Kicked off the free-for-all voicing 
| his firm’s opposition to the plan. 
| (Liberty prexy Ben Kaye was at 
the meet but sat quietly in the 
background through it all.) Far- 
ber claimed that Columbia was mov- 
ing into the retail business and was 
not encouraging dealer member- 
| Ship. He ciaimed that Columbia 
;Was Only interested in building a 
mailing list and that the dealer was 
(Continued on page 56) 


FTC Ruling Vs. Doubleday 
Book Club Studied For 
Impact on Disk Setups 








Trade 
relevancy 
Trade Commission ruling against 
the Doubleday book clubs to the 
Columbia disk club venture. The 
FTC order barred book publishers 
from compelling retailers to held 
the price line on books that were 
| offered to book clubs without price 
| restrictions. 
| Big difference, the tradesters 
point out, is that Col isn’t forcing 
the dealers to maintain any price 
line at all. If a dealer wishes, he 
can cut the price of any disk Col 
throws into the club hamper. 

Some dealers, however, are ques- 
tioning the discrepancy of the disk 


execs are 
of the 


the 
Federal 


studying 
recent 


prices for members and dealers. 
They figure that through the pur- 


chase of four LP platters, during 
the course of the vear, a club meim- 
ber receives a total of seven LPs, 
‘A bonus platter for every two pur- 
chased and a cuffo LP for joining 
the club.) Thus, figuring 
$4.98 retail price, the member gets 
$34.86 worth of wax merchandise 
for only $19.92. The dealer, on the 


on a 


other hand, working on a 38°; 
lrakeoff, pays $21.61 for seven 
LPs. The two bonus LPs, how- 
ever, are special club platters not 


available on the retail market. 


David Whitfield Set 
For Two ‘Toast’ Shows 


London, Sept. 6 
David Whitfield has been booked 
to appear on two more Ed Su 
“Talk of the Town” tv sho 
New York next month 
He will go over to the U. & 
a six-weeks visit round Oct. 24 
Whitfield, a cement-mxei n 


Hull two vears ago, has Ju re- 
ceived a gold record for his 1,000- 
OOO on British 
Decca, 


sales of “Cara Mia 
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“Without a Song’’- 
“Home Sweet Home _ on _ the 
Range” (RCA Victor). This is due 
to be a controversial platter, since 
Kay Starr takes two w.k. tunes and 
gives them a very modern twist. 
“Without a Song” is mambofied 
into an exciting interpretation 
with plenty of commercial impact, 
but admirers of the original mel- 
ody may object to this gimmicked 
arrangement. That could even be 
truer of the flip, one of America’s 
favorite folksongs, ‘“‘Home on the 
Range,” which is given a bluesy | 
workover in a lowdown style that) 


Kay Starr: 


so 66 


Smart 
cury). 


tune set 


torch lyric. 


ride. 





(Decca). 
side 


spaces. 


Brest Bets 





Sarah Vaughan: 
Hey Naughty Papa” (Mer- 
Sarah Vaughan, who has 
been in a click commercial groove 
for some time now, has an arrest- 
ing side in “Johnny, Be Smart,” a 
in a Latin tempo that 
gives an interesting quality to the 
“Hey Naughty Papa” 
is a rock ’n’ roll item, a number 
that Miss Vaughan gives a driving 


Nat (King) Cole: “Someone You | jock and juke fare. : 
Love”-“Forgive My Heart” (Capi-'a Pleis piano solo on the hit tune 


“Johnny, 


Jack Pleis: ‘“Lies’’-““Hey There” 
With 
Four Aces (who are billed on this 
as Four Guests), Jack Pleis’ 
has nothing to do with wide open! orch and chorus get a flavorsome 
| side out of the oldie, ‘‘Lies.’”’ Solid 
Flip features 


the help of 


KAY STARR ee ee ee WITHOUT A SONG 
(CG GV ACTOR) 8s bree ees 4s Home Swect Home On the Range 
PO Ce) CGE 6h 60 eed eA ede eeeeaes SOMEONE YOU LOVE 
So | ee eee re ree eer re ye Forgive My Heart 
KITTY KALLEN ........ Mae dG ere aisle Wate ete COME SPRING 
BO ere rer reer err re a weeee ..e--Only Forever 
VAUGHN MONROE ..........+-.. BLACK DENIM TROUSERS 
TR WACCOR sis dio'eiai¥ esis alee Sine 6 los dines ..All By Myself 
SE rn, A TAIN, 5.55 eyo bce dieiele Giviove ee. 51005 JOHNNY, BE SMART 
NPE TIUNE):- arcuctiaieses wow etal areca aro eeeleons Hey Naughty Papa 


Be 


the 

















LAWRENCE WEL 
CHAMPAGNE. MUSIC 


°lith Consecutive Week 


Sponsored by 
Dodge Dealers of America 


K 


Aragon Ballroom—Ocean Park, Cal. 
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pop. which 
tastefully. 
Betty Clooney: 
Belong to You” (Label X). 
Clooney 





—— 















































tol). 
a shoo-in. In “Someone You; jama Game.” 
Love” he has one of those roman- 
tic ballads which he can and does 
sell to the maximum in that quiet- 
ly effective style of his. 
My Heart” is another solid ballad 
which will share the spins on this 
potential two-sided click. 

Kitty Kallen: ‘‘Come Spring’’- 
“Only Forever” (Decca). Kitty 
Kallen has another winner in this 
coupling. 


bia). 


jects it 


“Learnin’ to 


had since ‘Little Things Mean aj|Me Tonight.” 
Lot,” and she gives the excellent 
lyric a very appealing showcase. 
Her interpretation of the oldie, 
“Only Forever,” also rates lots of 
attention. 


Vaughn Monroe: “Black Denim 
Trousers’-“All by Myself” (RCA 
Victor). “Black Denim Trousers,” 
launched by The Cheers for Capi- 
tol, is a standout piece of dramatic 
material about the juve motorcycle 
hot-rodders. Vaughn Monroe socks 
over this tune powerfully against 
a great instrumental background 
that adds importantly to the ex- 
citement. “All by Myself” is in the 
rhythm & blues groove and Mon- 
roe bounces it with a good beat 
that may send this side swinging 
with the jock set. 


Around” 
(MGM). 


pop 


purveyors in 


of wax 
standard. 
Lorry 


Back Home” 





Peggy King: 


“Seventeen 


cerity in lyrical voice. 
den’s backgrounding 


change-of-pace, 
“Only Spring” is a fine | number with some double-entendre | 
new ballad, probably the best she’s | lyrics in the same class as “Teach 
Teach, I’m learnin’. 
Billy Eckstine: “Pass the Word 

“September 
Billy 
looking for the click formula in a 
market whose vagaries are 
passing by one of the top ballad 
“Pass 
the Word Around” is a fine ballad 
which gets a highly effective read- 
ing by Eckstine. 
sion of “September Song” is an 
okay addition to the large number 
versions of this great 


Raine: 


Nat Cole on a good tune is{from the legit musical, “The Pa- 


” 


Love” 
a 


Eckstine _ still 


the business. 


Eckstine’s ve 


“Miracle 


(Advance). 


“Song of Seven- | ™! ; 
teen”-“Learnin’ to Love” (Colum-| 0° material. 
seat is a good bal- | . 
“Forgive | lad (dedicated to the mag of the; nese 
same name) and Peggy King pro- 
with simplicity and _ sin- 
Norm Ley- 
is standout. 
is a radical | Of a 
double-tempo 


Song” 


in the 
Rain”-“The Lord Knows the Way 
Lorry 
Raine is another example of a fine 
talent who can’t find the right key 


to the pop market. In “Miracle in 





Red Nichols Orch: 
Lantern Waltz” - 
' You're Away” (Capitol). 
| Lantern Waltz” 


couple of years ago. 


pet solo. 
attractively 
chorus in relaxed tempo. 


Late to Go Home’-“My 
(Unique). 


“personality” 


is 


terial. 


r- 
Home” 





Ted Johnson, 
(WVNJ), 
sion 





boat, Hudson Belle, Friday (9). 


sister high into the hit lists. Gor- 
don Jenkins’ background is top- 
flight. Reverse is a clever piece 


“The Vien- 
“While 
“Viennese 
is a standout in-! 
strumental side with an Old World 
flavor typical of the “Petite Waltz” 
It’s a 
|eatching, melodic side with a good 
selling bet in the tripping trum-! 
“While You’re Away” 
delivered by a male 


is 


Juliana Larson: “It’s Much Too 
Ideal” 
Juliana Larson has a} 
approach to songs. | 
She doesn’t attempt to sing and | 
instead talks the lyrics, managing 
to get a good impact because of 
her recitative ability and her ma- 
“It’s Much Too Late to Go 
has a clever peg while 
Miss Larson gives a straight read- 
ing to the oldie, ““My Ideal.’”” Thrush 
is best known in the class bistros. 


Newark deejay 
emcees a dixieland ses- 
featuring three jazz bands 
aboard the Wilson Lines excursion 





UNCHAINED MELODY 


DOMANI 


HUMMINGBIRD 


LOVE IS A MANY-SPLENDORED THING 
DON'T STAY AWAY 
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TOO LONG 


™ BIBLE TELLS ME SO 





20849904667 €¢0262 6 


ee eeoeeoer 


CLL NEVER STOP LOVING YoU 
og i | Ea a ar a es 
SWEET AND GENTLE 


e026 00 968 


on 8 6.66 0:42 03 0 09:4:0 0-8 


1. FELLOW BOGE OF TERAS (5) ccccccecscs . 

2: RIN PAT B SAMS UG). . vccccvsccaeceoas 

SMa be Aye eo a ane 

4. TEARNIN’ DHE BLASS C18) 6 ick os vckesnah eine ate 

5. BOCK AROTIND THE CLOCK (15) ..xkccccceiccace a 

S, MAR FO Ger Ce) 2 onc vccecciwiecss 

7. WAKE THE TOWN AND TELL THE PEOPLE (2) 

Mme eo Ge AR) 

DBR WO LE ones hn Sc ok ielocaway 

10. SONG OF THE DREAMER (1) ......cccces 
Second Group 

ONLY YOU 


66 6 8 66.49 64 40 24:8 


$0en00 64080606068 68 4.6 


eceaetaeaseoaoeae e868 aus 


TLCravrvre wey 


{Mitch Miller ........ Columbia 
*) Johnny Desmond ........ Coral 
AEE TRR 167s ae aOR eR Dot 
«4 Wate Boming «...000%: Imperial 
1 Ronnie Gaylord .......... Wing 

( Fontane Sisters ..sécececes Dot 
(ai HOUG “PRORNCH «566054. 40e King 
) Rests rape osessee ss Mercury 
Prank Simawya. os.ssses0 Capitol 
Bill Haley’s Comets ..... Decca 
Gisele MacKenzie ..... Label X 

i 2iee atten gah e., Capitol 
) Mindy Carson... Columbia 
CCRCE TAVTE sede sc ccecces Chess 
Pie Peer rrr rrr ree Dot 
Jaye P. Morgan ........Vvictor 

{ Eddie Fisher Victor 
ESORNINIC TRAY 6s 0ss<0 Columbia 
(Platters .......ccece.. Mercury 
Bil BeKStine <.6s0s.ns.. MGM 
OU FIQMUION .4<c<<cecxrees Epic 
Al Hibbler ..........00% Decca 
Eee BAPTOl 24 cso haenr Capitol 
(Julius LaAROSA ...cece Cadence 
PONY MONI owes kGe es Victor 
Les Paul-Mary Ford Capitol 

( Doris Day Columbia 
"thes Baster ...,. P Capitol 
OOo DIOONEY: boas cceeicnd MGM 

{ Ala Dal Coral 
Georgia Gibbs........ Mercury 

P OUP BAGO: Sek eo Decca 
Edd TUBE in i ag Victor 

\ \ 2 Wi iq 

1 Dic ( l Coral 


Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 19) 


SHEFF EFO DOS SHFFFFFFEFF+F+EEHSE HOSE Os Hrd H+OOH SHH POHH 14444444444 444644456466 


_ZARIETY  1() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines ........++++++ 


“Kiki’-“Just to | 
Betty 
gives a charming work- 
over to “Kiki” and this side could 
be the one to launch Rosemary’s 
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Album Reviews 





Not the least appeal of “The 
Popular Gershwin” (RCA Victor 
LPM 6000) is that savvy profile on 
‘he composer by colleague Arthur 
Schwartz, himself no slouch as a 
tunesmith. But it’s no_ sticky 
closeup by one distinguished 
American composer of a contem- 
poraneous great, although Schwartz 
is by no means conservative in 
stamping Gershwin as_ probably 
the immortal American composer 
of our time. What distinguishes 


the elaborate booklet, kingsize in| é v L 
;at the upright, is particularly col- 


format to fit into a special hard- 
cover, book-style cover for the two 
12-inch platters, is its authenticity 
and warmth. This is no second- 
hand closeup on a_ personality; 
Schwartz didn’t even have to accent 
how their paths crossed at show 
biz social get-togethers and that he 


idol in special intimacy. His “pro- 
file’ on Gershwin bespeaks au- 
thenticity in every detail. With 


it, of course, is an obeisance to a 
great talent, 


Thereafter one can play the med- | 
the Rain,” Miss Raine has a‘ neat; ley of Gershwiniana which, in ac- 
ballad which rates jock spins. Flip |tuality, is a pot-pourri of singles 
is a better-than-average religiosc | done by a variegated group of vo- 
Miss Raine handles | calists and orchestras, reading from 


the top: Eddie Fisher, Sauter-Fine- 
gan, Melachrino Strings, Eartha 
Kitt, Hugo Winterbalter, Jaye P. 
Morgan, Henri Rene, June Valli, 
Lou Monte, Frankie Carle, Glenn 
Miller, and Dinah Shore, with fre- 
quent repeats by most of the above. 
It represents, as is to be expected, 
a hit parade of the popular Ger- 
shwin, including none of his more 
serious works. 

A companion album, “The Seri- 
ous Gershwin,” by Morton Gould’s 
orchestra, features the ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue,” “Porgy and Bess,” “An 


LO ‘ € | Ca). 
was thus priviliged to to view his 








American in Paris” and other con- 
certos and preludes, with the maes- 
tro officiating at the ivories, plus 
an assist from Vincent Abato on 
the clarinet in the “Rhapsody.’ 
RCA Victor has been evidencing 
new resourcefulness in packaging 
its reedited recordings, viz., Mario 
Lanzo’s “The Touch of Your Hand” 
(anthology of recent Coca-Cola 
tapes) and Eartha Kitt’s “Down to 
Eartha.” This package is an even 
sprightlier presentation. The “re- 
hearsal’ cover, with the composer 


orful and gay. Aibum packages 
like book covers don’t handicap 
themselves, if the exterior values 
are arresting. Abel. 


_— 


“The Fabulous Mae West” (Dec- 
This Decca 12-inch LP is 
noteworthy for putting on wax one 
of the great personalities of mod- 
ern show biz. As such, this platter 
is more of an historical docu- 
ment than straight entertainment, 
Mae West’s pipes are not particu- 
larly polished, but some of her per- 
sonality does manage to get 
through on the sightless grooves. 
Her effectiveness is underlined on 
a ballad like “Frankie and Johnny.” 
where her version can be contrast- 
ed with the more skillful, but not 
more effective interpretation by 
Burl Ives in his “For Men Onlv” 
collection of folksongs, also on 
Decca. (This set, incidentally, 
contains a standout repertoire of 
familiar and not so familiar p.d.’s). 
In the West package, she sings 
such standards as “I’m in the Mood 
for Love,” “All of Me,” and “If 
I Could Be With You One Hour 
Tonight,” but she’s best in the ma- 
terial numbers like “Criswell Pre- 


(Continued on page 52) 








Director. Alphabetically listed. 
mM Blossom Mell « ...cdcscescers 
A Tatistied. Mind .4 ..é6.<ceéses 


Ain’t That a Shame 

Bible Tells Me So....... 
Blue Star 
Fooled 


He 
Hummingbird 


It’s a Sin to Tell a Lie 


et st * oe ee 


Learnin’ the Blues 
Longest Walk 


jm 0 a 's0 O90. 6.0 6 046 2 


Dance with Me, Henry 
Fooled 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Inder. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


Survey Week of Aug. 26-Sept. 1, 1955 


I'll Never Stop Loving You—+“Love Me, Leave Me” Feist 
It’s All Right with Me—*“Can-Can”.............. 
Kentuckian Song—?‘‘Kentuckian” 


SPeCuvaqee1eQananeeceecnse 


Love Is Many-Splendored—t‘Love Is Splendored”. Miller 
Love Me or Leave Me—i“‘Love Me or Leave Me”.. BVC 


May I Never Love Again..................cccccce Broadcast 
ee Marks 
Rock Around the Clock—i“Blackboard Jungle” ...Myers 
Nn nc er te Rn ge ahs as tle Lois 
Something’s Gotta Give—i“Daddy Long Legs” Robbins 
Suddenly There’s a Valley..................ccees H&R 
NE ig ks a ko b 64 048 hb kevek RL Peer 
I TN Sf ey a ace ts ae Roncom 
Toy Tiger—?“Private’ War of Major Benson”...... Northern 
Unchained Melody—7“Unchained” ............. Frank 
Wake the Town and Tell the People ............. Joy 
MUEOW TORE GE TOMO cic cc cc ck cc ok ccc cciwesicnn Planetary 
You Are My Sunshine .....sccscvocccccccciccnne Southern 
WI EN i ce a a ee A oe Harms 

Top 30 Songs on TV 

(More In Case of Ties) 

OD AS EO ie kg ke ce Seren ek een Feist 
Ain’t That a Shame a ee PE ERE Commodore 
Ballad of Davy Crockett—i“Davy Crockett’ ........ Wonderland 
eee re re en ek A ee Studio 


eat vavaretalaca toate Modern 


Draka: ave veialalavalnvaystelaraeietate aaatararate aie Harms 
NE ota oe a an MO x See See hla i Showcase 
Heart—*"“Damn Yankees” .....cccccccccccce dene Frank 
MPD OMG CUR WH Foc oookkkovvkosanskdckicce Marks 

i Love You FairsDinkum.................. »..- Mills 

I'll Never Stop Loving—*“Love Me or Leave Me”.. Feist 
Kentuckian Song—j‘‘Kentuckian” ............... Frank 
RMBYMA THO TIGOB nk kk kc bos tk nie cbenneeccuwns Barton 
Longest Walk pavepiateateeaawheceeeee tae Advanced 
Love is Many-Splendored—*“Love Is Splendored”. . Miller 
Love Me or Leave Me—i“Love Me or Leave Me”.. BVC 
Maybellene ie rw eRe atk wee alee ee 

Rock Around the Clock—7“Blackboard Jungle”.... Myers 
Seventeen ; eae ; , One, ‘eae Oe 
Something's Gotta Give—j“Daddy Long Legs”.... Robbins 
ce ee re ee bree eee Ludlow 
Suddenly There’s a WATOU. ga bicece naan Monae H&R * 
merees GRE GIOWIO sc ck oi kek bce ckdeddvewnkisxis Peer 
IY INN Sr i ad ae ties Jee Brighton 
Tina Marie .......... Tree ee Pere re Roncom 
Unchained Meledy—*“'Unchained” ............... Frank 
What Is the Secret of Your Success.......... ... Harms 
When You Wish Upon a Star.............ccece0. s30urne 
YeHow Rose of Texas cg ee eee ern Planetary 
Young and Foolish—*‘Plain and ip Oy alll Chappell 


* Legit musical. t Film. 


Shapiro-B 
Peer 


..... Paramount 
ave ere eielaiets ... Young 

.... Harms 
.... Witmark 
Avis 
Jungnickel 


BVC 
Chappell 
Frank 


e229 64:6 44942 88 


e202 C 964488984620 
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Stoky Plans Opera, 


With Houston Symph; 4506 Budget 


Houston, Sept. 6. 

Leopold Siokowski, who this fall 
becomes musical director of the 
Hfouston Symphony Orchestra un- 
cer a three-year contract, visited 
Houston recently to confer with 
<eymphony officials, check facilities, 
znd outline an ambitious program 
for the orchestra. 

The 73-vear-old maestro left for 
ihe Coast, but will return in Octo- 
ber to rehearse the orch for its 
first eoncert Oct. 31. Stokowski 
will conduct 10 of the symphony’s 
subseription concerts this season, 
with guests filling out the rest. 

He had his own guesting scason 
lined up when he got the Houston 
offer, and had to cancel some dates 
to work in the 10 here. He will do 
more in Houston in subsequent 
seasons, he said. 

Stokowski said he was interested 
in expanding the Houston orch’s 
program to include opera, bal'et, 
eoneerts for children, extensive 
choral work, certain dramas, and 
recordings. 

He said he will also insert con- 
siderable modern music in the 
group’s offerings. He thinks his 
program, or parts of it, will get 
going this season, “because every- 
thing goes quickly in Texas.” He 
did not elaborate. 

“What Mr. Stokowski 
we'll try to get for him,” said Tom 
Johnson, business manager of the 
symphony. 


maestro ‘by the symphony society, 


but that directors of the organiza- | 
tion had not discussed Stokowski’s | 


program with the conductor. 

Johnson said 
operating budget for the coming 
season is the highest it has ever 
been—$450,000. He said $225,000 


of the 1955-56 budget is expected | 


to be earned by the orchesira, with 
the other half now in sight from 
a fund drive. 


Stokowski’s salary is reportedly , 
neighborhood of $35,000, | 


in the 
stipend afforded past conductors. 


For operatic and ballet under-— 
Stokowski wants to en-| 
in the municipal | 


takings, 
large the pit 
Musie Hall—where the symphony 
will play all this season—to the 
100-musician scale of the pit that 


Wagner ‘had constructed at Bay- | 
reuth. The orchestra now has 85) 


musicians and Johnson has said no 
immediate enlargement of the en- 
semble is planned. 
Stokowski said he 
change Music Hall 


duce light, 
opera, and classical and 
ballet. He is particularly 
ested, he said, 


inter- 


Stokewski name, advance 
sales for the 20 Monday and Tues- 
day night subscription series are 
at an alitime high. 


ROBESON’S REPERTOIRE 
INTO RUSSKI FOLIO 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

A collection of Paul Robeson 
songs is about to be published by 
the Soviet Government music pub- 
lishing firm, according to a Radio 
Moscow broadcast to this coun- 
try last week. 

Volume will include a group of 
Negro spirituals being published 
in Russian translation for the first 
time, and two works by Soviet com- 
posers, “Songs of the Homeland” 
and Shostakovich’s “Peace Song” 
Which Robeson has often sung at 
mass concerts ‘and meetings. 


Dicker Powell-Allyson 
For Victor ‘Night’ Set 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

-Manie Sacks, RCA veepee, is 
dickering with Dick Powell and 
June Allyson anent recording a 
duet album from the score of Co- 
jumbia’e upcoming musical version 
© “Fe 
Which Powell will produce. Miss 
Allyson will costar in pie with 
Jack Lemmon. 

“Night” score was penned by 
Johnny Mercer and Gene De Paul. 











Sot Yaged’s jazz combo opened 
41 indefinite stand at the Metro- 
pole, a @ last week. 


+ 


wants, 


He said such support | 
was implicit in the hiring of the | 


the orchestra’s | 


wants to, 
lighting and. 
staging arrangements, and to in-. 
stitute projecting lighting for still | 
and film effects. He wants to pro- | 
grand and modern) 
modern | 


in offering light, | 
short, colorful works for children. | 

This year, with the pull of the) 
ticket | 


Happened One Night,” | 


Ballet, Drama With 





Bob Willheim to Head 


Y - 
Cap’s Education Dept. 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Robert Willheim has been ap- 
pointed chief of Capitol Records’ 
newly-formed music education de- 
partment. In addition to this new 
; post, Willheim will continue as 
head of diskery’s editorial depart- 
;ment, which produces album liner 
copy. 
New duties will include planning 
/and recording children’s merchan- 
dise in the music field. 





Disk Outlets Increase 
Via N. W. Suvermarkets 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 
Record sales are being expand- 
)ed sreatly in the northwest at the 
| larger supermarkets by Burke’s 
Sundry Centers, i600 outiets being 
| Set up at this time, and expansion 


| 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 27) 
London, Aug. 30. 


Unchained Melody.....Frank 
Evermore + ous Rogers 
Ev’rywhere ..... Bron 
I Wonder ...... Macmelodies 
Dreamboat Leeds 


Learnin’ the Blues. Connelly 
Fvery Day Robbins 
Stranger in Paradise Frank 
Where Dimple Be...Cinephonic 


WLOWAWAY 6... 8 cus a Morris 
Cnerry Pink ......5 6s Maddox 
Stars Shine .....Maurice 
Second 12 
WOU MY Ti0ve.. .& 6465 Dash 
John and Julie Toft 
i) a ee ae Cavendish 
Don’t Worry Wright 
MiAMIA, 8.5. vk vcs Macmelodies 
Blue Star Victoria 


How Love Son Born Chappell 
Bridges of Perris....Southern 
Close the Door Duchess 
Cool Water Feldman 
BEIGOTONY oo 6 ak gieinws Dash 
Earth Angel Chappell 








Gallic Choir Get LP 


Showcasing for Tour | 


The Little Singers of Paris will 





|for the first time via Angel 


,ahead indicate 350 by the year’s! Records. 


‘end. 


| Burke’s chain has drugs in 900 | in 


| markets in this area, indicative of 
boos greater increase in disk out- 
ets. 


Album, which will be released 
September, will coincide with 


|the vocal group's 





ington, Sept. 23. 


| hit the LP market in this country | 


Singers Get Hep to 


Stanislavsky 


Just to Plug Their Tunes on Video 





| Brit. Longhair Label 
Enters Pop Market 
London, Aug. 30. 

Nixa Records, which has been 
distributing classical disks under 
its own label and pops’ under 
the Polygon trade mark, is also 
going into the popular field with 
its own label, which will be 
marketed at the standard price of 


|}about 77c. 
| Artists include Edmund Hock- 
ridge, Shani Wallis and Dennis 


Lotis. Nixa Co. is part of the Pye 
Radio and tv group. 


Moorhead Orch Is Band 
Which Came to Dinner 


Omaha, Sept. 6. 
Paul Moorhead orch last week 
| renewed what probably is one of 
_the longest “three-week” contracts 
'in show biz. 
The band was hired for the Pax- 
‘ton Hotel here for three weeks on 





| 
| 
| 


forthcoming | Feb. 26, 1942. He has been there | ! on 
U. S. tour set to kick off in Wash- | ever since—and last week had the | i¢a_ Story, 


| pact stretched to September, 1956. 
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Coin Machines 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Pubiished in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 

















NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


TALENT 

POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
1 1 MITCH MILLER (Columbia).............. Yellow Rose of Texas 
2 2 ee ee Ain't That a Shame 
3. 3 BILL HALEY’S COMETS (Decca) ....... (Rock Around the Clock 

/Razzle-Dazzle 
4 7 i ae ee”) rr Love Is Many-Splendored 

{Wake the Town 
5 5 LES BAXTER (Capitol) ...........+......4 Unchained Melody 

|I’ll Never Stop Loving You 
6 4 FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) ...........00. faa Sear ln Night | 
7 10 CHUCK BERRY (Chess) Maybellene 
8 6 GISELE MacKENZIE (Label X) ......... Hard to Get 
9 a FONTAINE SISTERS (Dot). .............. Seventeen 
10 “s ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp)............... Autumn Leaves 

TUNES 

POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 ce a ke rn ae are are Planetary 
2 3 +AIN’T THAT A SHAME. ...........0ccceecereeeeccceencns Commodore 
3 2 ON BT FE CUM ng ccc ts caserredinees estes. Myers 
4 10 *LOVE IS A MANY-SPLENDORED THING............-:0e200- Miller 
5 4 IE oi oo viive te kd VERS Ks a sess seen ee es Lois 
6 o *WAKE THE TOWN AND TELL THE PEOPLE Joy 
7 6 . Bey Grrr Witmark 
8 ie Aah een awehcaneene ea wew Are 
9 5 I NID gic eck esses cee ace steeres Seeceeene Barton 
10 8 *'LL NEVER STOP LOVING YOU Feist 


| monies 
| Patrick’s 


+ It helps to be an actor as well as 


{a singer these days. With tele- 
vision dramatic shows developing 
as a shill for pop tunes, the disk 
companies’ execs are now pitching 
their pactees to the nets both to 
thesp and croon in the teledramas. 

Diskery thinking here is that if 
the artist who records the tune also 


appears on the show as part of the 
plot, the sales impact wili be 
stronger. They point out Gisele 


MacKenzie’s clicko ‘Hard to Get” 
as a case in point. Thrush played 
her first acting role in a “Justice” 
telecast tagged “Hard To Get” and 
| Sang the title song as well. Her 
;etching of the tune on Label X 
feck off immediately after the 
|} airer and later was assured of a 
| permanent berth in the hit brack- 
;ets when the stanza was repeated 
ia few weeks later. 
} Another crooner doubling as tele 
'thesp is Johnny Desmond. Early 
this year he kicked off his Coral 
waxing of “Play Me Hearts and 
Flowers” with a thesping chore on 
the “Philco Playhouse” show of 
ithe same name. Desmond turns 
thesp again for the “Philco” peo- 
| ple Sunday (4) in the “Miss Amer- 
* in which he’ll croon 
|‘**Miss America.” He’s already put 
ithe tune in the groove for Coral. 
| Although the doubling bit some- 
itimes misfires, as far as pushing 
‘the tune into the hit class goes, 
the diskers are still anxious for 
i that visual tie-in. They discount 
the fact that it didn’t work with 
Johnnie Ray when he appeared on 
ithe “General Electric Theatre” or 
with Peggy King when she ap- 
'peared in a “Dragnet” segment 
and consider only the stir created 
by Miss MacKenzie and Desmond. 
| The artists & repertoire men as- 
| sociated with disk companies which 
| have web affiliations (Columbia- 
CBS; Victor-NBC) are now keep- 
ling in close touch with the tele 
production staffs to be on top of 
any situation 
| push their pactees into dramatic 
parts. 


GOV'T PROBE OF JUKES 
QUERIES 58 WITNESSES 


| Chicago, Sept. 6. 





The Department of Justice’s 
probe of the jukebox industry con- 
last week with the 
| appearance of 10 more witnesses 
| before the Federal grand jury. 
| The U.S. Attorney's office is seek- 
| ing evidence of antitrust violations 
| in the industry and the latest crop 
| of witnesses were distributors for 
the J. P. Seeburg Co. of Chicago, 
jukebox manufacturers. So far 58 
witnesses have appeared _ before 
j}the grand jury since’ hearings 
| started May 4. 


‘tinued here 





Jessica Dragonette 
Gets Papal Decoration 


Jessica Dragonette, w.k. radio 
and concert singer, has been dec- 
ovated by Pope Pius XII with the 
rank of Lady, Grand Cross of the 
| Equestrian Order of Knights and 
Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem. The investiture cere- 
will take place in St. 
Cathedral, N. Y., Sept. 


17. Cardinal Spellman, honorary 


| Grand Prior of the Order, will of- 


ficiate. 

This marks the second decora- 
tion given Miss Dragonette by the 
present Pontiff. She’s received the 
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice for her 
services to the church and Pope. 


She also received an award from 
Spain, the Knot of Isabella the 
Catholic, for promoting better re- 
lations between Spain and the 
U.S. For services during World 
War II, she received the Army 
and Navy wings and the U. S. 
Treasury Medal. 


Wing Inks Lou Brownie, 
Chez Paree, Chi, Maestro 
Wing Records, Mereury’s subsid 

label. has signed the Lou Brownie 

orch for the pop division and The 

Empires tor the rhythm & blues. 

field, 








Brownie’s orch has been at the 
Chez Paree. Chicago. for the past 
five vears. Orch’s first reiease will 
be a pairing of oldies, “Yes, We 
Have No Bananas” and “That Old 
Gang of Mine.’ rhe Empires are 
a vac quintet trom New York 
headed by Les Cooper, 


in which they cai. 
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ARTETY MUSIC CAVALCADE | 


(1951 
By JULIUS 


P ° . P ar] 
This listing of the top popu’ 


continuation of the 
1950),” c 
tice-Hall, N. Y., cop. 1952; $10). : 
low the pattern established in “V 
exception that the 
omitted. a oc c 
less otherwise specified, origin of } 


ee eee | 


Joe Marsala & Sunny Skylar; 
Paxton; cop. 1951. 


Any Time. w., m., Herbert Happy 


Lawson. Hill & Range Songs Inc., | 


cop. 1921 by Herbert Happy 
Lawson Music Pub. Co.; assigned 
1948 to Hill & Range; 
1949 by Lawson; assigned to Hill 
& Range. (Popularized in 1951). 
Be My Love (film: The 
of New Orleans). w., Sammy Cahn. 
m., Nicholas 3rodszky. Miller 
Music, cop, 1949, 1950, 1951, 
Loew’s Inc. 
Because of Rain. 


w., m., Ruth 


Poll, Nat Cole & Bill Harrington. | 


Maypole Music, cop. 1951. 

Because of You. w., m., Arthur 
Hammerstein & Dudley Wilkinson. 
Broadcast Music, cop. 1940. (pop- 
ularized in 1951; introduced in 
film: I Was An American Spy). 

Bonne Nuit—Goodnight (film: 
Here Comes The Groom). w., m., 
Jay Livingston & Ray Evans. 
Burke-Van Heusen Music, cop. 
1951. 

Cold, Cold Heart. w., m., Hank 
Williams. Nashville; Acuff-Rose, 
cop. 1951. 

Come On-a My House. w., 
Ross Bagdasarian & William Saro- 
yan. Duchess Music, cop. 1950; 
cop. 1951. 

Cry, w., m., Churchill Kohlman. 
Mellow Music, cop. 1951. 


Dance Me Loose. w., Mel How- | 


ard. m., Lee Erwin, Erwin-Howard 
Music, cop. 1951. 


Dark Is The Night—C’est Fini! | 


(film: Rich, Young and Pretty). 
Sammy Cahn. m., 
Brodszky. Feist, cop. 1950 Loew's 
Inc.; cop. 1951 Loew’s Ince. 

Domino. French words, Jacques 
Plante; English words, Don Raye. 
m., Louis Ferrari. Pickwick Music, 
cop. 1950 & '51 by Arpege Edi- 
tions Musicales, Paris. 

Go, Go, Go, Go. w., Mack David. 
m., Jerry Livingston. Famous 
Music, cop. 1951. 

Half As Much. w., m., Hank Wil- 
liams. Nashville. Acuff-Rose, cop. 
195). 

Hello, Young Lovers (The King 
and I). w., Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 
m., Richard Rodgers. Williamson 
Music, cop. 1951 by Rodgers & 
Oscar Hammerstein. 

I'm In Love Again. w., m., Cole 
Porter. Crawford Music, cop. 1925; 
cop. 1951 Harms. 

I Get Ideas. w., Dorcas Cochran. 
m., Sanders, Hill & Range, cop. 
1951. 

I Talk To The Trees (Paint Your 
Wagon). w., Alan Jay Lerner. m.,, 
Frederick Loewe. Chappell, 
1951 by Lerner & Loewe. 

I Whistle A Happy Tune (The 
King and I). Osear Hammerstein 
2d. m., Richard Rodgers. William- 


son Music, cop. 1951 by Rodgers |: 
& Hammerstein. 
in New York. 

If. w., Robert Hargreaves & 
Stanley Damerell. m., Tolchard 
Evans. Shapiro: Bernstein, cop. 
1934 and 1950 by Cecil Lennox 


Ltd., London. 

In The Cool, Cool, Cool Of The 
Evening film: Here Comes The 
Groom). w., Johnny Mercer m., 
Hoagy Carmichael. Burke-Van Heu- 


yearly resumes oj 
Stuge and filimn productions are Parenthetically indicated. Un- 


~ And ‘So to Sleep Again. w., m.,} 


renewed | 
Toast | 


by | 


mm... | 


Nicholas | 


cop. | 


-1954) 
MATTFELD 


ir songs from 1950 to 1954 is a 


compiler’s book, “Variety Music Cavalcade (1620- 


E ‘ : ae F A eeaniates ene. 
with an Introduction by Abel Green, Editor of Varrery (Pren 


The entries in this supplement fol- 
ARIETY Music Cavalcade,” with the 
selected historical events are 


ytblication is New York. 


Irving Gordon. Shapiro: Bernstein, 


! cop. 1951. 

Mockinv’ Bird Hil ow. m., 
Vaughn Horton. Southern Music, 
/ cop, 1949. (popularized in 1951.) 

My Truly, Truty Fair. w., m., 
30b Merrill. Santly-Joy (now Joy | 
| Music), cop. 1951. 

On Top Of Old Smokey. w., 
anon. m., arr. by Fred Barovick. 
Lewis Music. cop. 1951. 

Please, Mr. Sun, w., Sid Frank. 
m., Rav Getzov. Weiss & Barry, 
leon, 1951. 
| Rese. Rose, I Love You. w., Wil- | 
'fred Thomas. m., arr. by Chris | 
| Langdon. Chapvell, cop, 1951 by 
| Chappe'! Ltd., London. 


Shanghai. w., m., Bob Hilliard & 
,; Milton DeLugg. Advanced, cop. 
1951. 


Howard & Paul Weston. Walt Dis- 


nev Music, cop. 1951. 

Sin. w., Chester R. Shull. m., 
' George Hoven. Algonquin Music, 
| eop. 195), 
| Slowpoke. w., m., Pee Wee King, 
| Redd Stewart & Chilton Price. 
| Ho'lywood: Ridgeway Music, cop. 
| 1951. 


w. m., Willie Lee 
: Duckworth. Shapiro, Bernstein. 
'cop., 1950, by Bernard Lentz, as- 
signed to and copyrighted in 1951 
by Shapiro, Bernstein. (Originally 
published in “Cadence Svstem of 
Teaching Close Order Drill” by 
Ccl. Bernard Lentz, U. S. Army, 
retired, Military Service Publish- 
| ing Co., Harrisburg, 
| by Bernard Lentz. 
| “Sparrow In The Tree Top. w., 
{m., Bob Merrill. Santly-Joy (now 
| Joy Music!, cop. 1951. 
Sweet Violets. w.. m., Cy Coben 
& Charles Grean. Edwin H. Morris, 
cop. 1951. 

Tell Me Why. w., Al Alberts. m., 


Sound Off, 


Marty Gold. Signet Musie, cop. 
1951. 

Tennessee Waltz. w., m., Redd 
Stewart & Pee Wee King. Nash- 


ville: Acuff-Rose, cop. 1948. (Pop- 
ularized in 1951.) 

These Things I Offer You. w., 
m., Morty Nevins. Bennie Benja- 
l'min & George Weiss. Valando 
Music, cop, 1951. 

Too Young. w., Sylvia Dee. m., 
Sid Lippman. Jefferson Music, cop. 
1951. 

Undecided. w., Sid Robin. m., 
Charles Shavers. Leeds, cop. 1939; 
cop. 1951. 

We Kiss In A Shadow (The King 
And I). w., Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 
m.. Richard Rodgers. Williamson 
| Music, cop. 1951 by Rodgers & 
Hammerstein. 

(When We Are Dancing) I Get 
| Ideas. See: I Get Ideas. 
| Wonder Why (film: Rich, Young 





land Pretty). w., 
| Nicholas Brodszky. 
| 1950, 1951, by 


P -_Sae..*. 4 


Am I In Love (film: Son of Pale- 
| face), w., m., Jack Brooks. Famous, 
cop. 1952. 

A-round 
| Josef Marais. 
11950. (Popularized in 
Auf Wiederseh'n, 
iw., John Sexton & 


Robbins, 
Loew's Inc. 


cop. 


The Corner. w., m., 
Frank Music, cop. 
1952). 


John Turner. 


im., Eberhard Storch, Beverly Hills; | 
Edi- | 


| Hill & Range, cop. 1949 by 
itions Corso, G. m. b. H., Berlin; 


Shrimp Boats, w., m., Paul Mason | 


Pa., cop. 1951 | 


Sammy Cahn. m., | 


Sweetheart. 


Of Sheep. w. m., Irving Berlin 
Berlin, cop, 1952. 


Delicado. w., Jack 


.| Artie 3 
| Valley Publishers, cop. 1953. 
Lawrence. | 
im., Waldyr Azevedo. Remick, cop. 


| 1951-52. 
Don’t Let The Stars Get In 
Your Eyes. w., m., Slim Willet. 


Four Star Sales Co. (selling agent, 


Meridan Music), cop. 1952. 


Forgive Me. w., Jack Yellen. m.. 


Milton Ager. 
| 1927; cop. 1952. 


The Gandy Dancers’ Ball. w.. m., 
Mason How- 


Paul Weston & Paul 
ard. Walt Disney Music, cop. 1952. 

Glow-Werm. w., Johnny Mercer. 
m., Paul Lincke. Marks Music, cop. 
1902 by Avollo Verlag, Berlin; re- 
t+ newed 1930; Marks Music; cop. 
| 1952 Marks Music (See 1907). 

A Guy Is A Guy. w. Oscar 
Brand, 1952. 

Here In m., Pat 
i Genaro, Lou Levinson & Bill Bor- 
'relli. Mellin. Musie, cop. 1952. 

High Noon—Do Not Forsake Me 
(film: High Noon). w., Ned Wash- 
ington. m., Dimitri Tiomkin. Feist, 
cop. 1952. 

How Do You’ Speak 
Angel? (IHazel Flagg). w., Bob Hil- 
liard. m., Jule Styne. Chappell, 
cop. 1952 by Styne & Bob Hilliard. 

I’m Yours. w., m., Robert Mellin. 
Algonquin Music, cop. 1952. 

I Saw Mommy Kissing 
Claus. w., m., Tommie 
| Harmon Music, cop. 1952. 


icy ee 


ST ssrilesr | Adescte _ 
tuc:Oow tyLUSte, cop. 


My Heart. w.. 


To An 


Santa 


‘| I Went To Your Wedding. w., m., 


Acuff-Rose, cop. 1952. 

Keep It A Secret. w., 
Mae Robinson. 
cop. 1952. 


m., Jessie 
Shapiro-Bernstein, 


| Jessie Mae Robinson. St. Louis 
| Music, cop. 1952. 

|} Jambalaya—On The Bayou. w., 
! m., Hank Williams. Nashville; 
' 


|& Robert Hill. [Music adapted from 
!'A. G. Villoldo’s “EI Choclo.”’) 
| Duchess Music, cop. 1952. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. w., m., 
/Bob Merrill. Oxford Music, cop. 
| 1952. 
| Pretend. w., m., Lew 
Cliff Parman & Frank 
Chicago: Brandon 
1952. 

Somewhere Along The Way. w., 
Sammy Gallop. m., Kurt Adams. 
United Music, cop. 1952. 

Takes Two To Tango. w., m., 
Al Hoffman & Dick Manning. Har- 
man Music, cop, 1952. 

Tell Me You're Mine. w., m., 
R. Fredianelli & D. Ravasino. Capri 


Douglas, 
Lavere. 
Music, cop. 


Music, cop. 1939; cop. 1952 by 
Edizioni Suvini-Zerboni, Milan. 

Till I Waltz Again With You. 
w., m., Sidney Prosen. Village 
Music, cop. 1952. 

Trying. w., m., Billy Vaughn. 
Gallatin, Tenn.:: Randy-Smith 
Music, cop. 1952. 

Wheel Of Fortune. w.. m., 


Bennie Benjamin & George Weiss. 
Laurel Music, cop. 1952. 

Why Don’t You Believe Me. w., 
;m., Lew Douglas, King Laney & 
|; Roy Rodde. Chicago: Brandon 
| Music, cop. 1952. 
| Wish You Were Here (Wish You 
| Were Here), w., m., Harold Rome. 
Chappell, Inc., cop. 1952 by Rome. 

You Belong To Me. w., m.. Pee 
| Wee King, Redd Stewart and Chil- 
| ton Price. Hollywood: Ridgeway 
Music, cop. 1952, 

Zing A Little Song (film: Just 
For You). w., Leo Robin. m., Harry 
| Warren, Famous, cop. 1952 Burvan 
| Music. 





| 
{ 
| 


19565 3 


Allez-Vous-En, Go Away (Can- 
Can). w., m., Cole Porter. Buxton 
Hill Musie (Chappel), cop. 1953 
by Cole Porter. 

And This Is My Beloved 
| met). w., m., Robert 
George Forrest (music 
theme by A. Borodin). Frank Mu- 
| sic, cop. 1953. 


(Kis- 
Wright & 


Advanced Music, cop. 


Glenn. Knoxville, 
Dear John Letter. w., m., Billy 
Barton, Lewis Talley & Fuzzy 
Owen. Hollywood: American Music, 
cop. 1953. 
Doggie In The Window. w., ™., 
Bob Merrill. Santly-Joy (now Joy), 


cop. 1952-53. 
Dragnet. Instrumental. m., Wal- 
ter Schuntann. Alamo Music, cop. 


1953 by Schumann Music. 


Ebb Tide. w., Carl Sigman. m., 
Robert Maxwell. Robbins, cop. 


1953. 


Eh, Cumpari! w., m., traditional 
(Italian), transcribed by Julius La 
fosa and Archie Blever. Rosarch 


Pub. Corp., cop. 1953. 
Eternally (film: Limelight). w., 


Geoffrey Parsons. m., Charles 
Chaplin. Bourne, cop. 1953. (Vocal 
version of Terry’s Theme). 


Gambler’s Guitar. w., m., Jim 
Lowe. Chicago: Frederick Music, 


1953. 
{ Am In Love (Can-Can). w.,m. 


cop. 


Tenn.: | iginally 
| the same name), 


Cole Porter. Buxton Hill Music 
i(Chappell), cop. 1953 by Cole: 
Porter. 


Connor. | 


{ 
| 
| 
' 


| 


Kiss Of Fire. w., m., Lester Allen | 
| m., 


I'm Walking Behind You. w., m., 
Billy Reid. Leeds, cop. 1953 by 
Peter Maurice Music Ltd., London. 

I Believe. w., m., Ervin Drake, 


i 
t 
i 


Irvin Graham, Jimmy Shirl & Al! 


Stillman. Cromwell Music, cop. 
1952-53. 
Istanbul. w., Jimmy Kennedy. | 


m., Nat Simon. Alamo Music, cop. 
1953. 


Make Love To Me! (Instrumen- 


tal: Tin Roof Blues). w., Bill Norvas 


polo, Paul Mares, Benny Pollack, 


& Allan Copeland. m., Leon Rop- | 


George Brunes, Mel Stitzel & Wal- 


ter Melrose. Melrose Music, cop. | 


1953. 
Many Times. w., Jessie Barnes. 


{ 
{ 


Felix Stahl. Broadcast Music, | 
cop. 1953. | 
My Love, My Love. w., Bob | 


Haymes. m., Nick 


| Meridan Music, cop. 1952-53. 


| 





w., Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 
Richard Rodgers. 
Music, cop. 


m., 


1953 by Rodgers & 


Acquaviva. | 


Williamson | 


{ 
Hammerstein. { 


“O.” w., Byron Gay. m., Byron 
Gay & Arnold Johnson. Feist. cop. 
1919; renewed 1947; cop. 1953. 


Oht My Pa-Pa (Swiss film: 
work). German words & music, 
Paul Burkhard. English words, 


John Turner & Geoffrey Parsons. 
Shapiro-Bernstein, cop. 1948 & 
1950 by Musikverlag und Buhnen- 
vertrieb Zurich A. G., Zurich; cop. 
1953 by Shapiro-Bernstein. 

Rags To Riches. w., m., Richard 


| Adler & Jerry Ross. Saunders, cop. 


1953. 


Ricochet. w., m., Larry Coleman, 
Joe Darion & Norman Gimbel. 
Sheldon Muic, cop. 1953. 

Say You’re Mine Again. w., m., 
Charles Nathan & Dave Heisler. 
Blue-River Muic. (Meridan Music, 


| Selling agent), cop. 1952-1953. 





| from 
| Alexander Borodin’s opera “Prince 


based a}! 


|m., Charles Chaplin. Bourne, cop. 


| 


| Heart and Soul. Italian words, Tito 


sen Music, cop. 1951. leop. 1951 by Hill & Range, cop.| Answer Me, My Love. w., m., 
It’s No Sin. See: Sin. 11952 by Peter Maurice Music Ltd., | Gerhard Winkler & Fred Rauch. 
It Is No Secret, w., m., Stuart | London. | English words, Carl Sigman. 

Hamblen. Duchess Music, cop. Be Anything—But Be Mine. w.,| Bourne, cop, 1952 by Papageno 

1950, popularized 1951. m., Irving Gordon. Shapiro-Bern- | Verlag Hans Sikorski, Hamburg; 
Jezebel, w.. m., Wayne Chanklin, | stein, cop. 1952. cop. 1953 by Bourne. (Orignal Ger- 

Broadcast Music, cop. 1950 by Folk | Because You're Mine (film: Be-|man_ title: “Mutterlein”; earlier 

Songs; assigned 1951 to Broadcast | cause You're Mine). w., Sammy | English version, “Answer Me”, by 

Music Ine, |Cahn. m., Nicholas Brodzky. Feist, | Carl Sigman, cop. 1953 by Bourne). 
Kisses Sweeter Than Wine. w., | cop. 1951-52 Loew’s Inc. | April, In Portugal. Original 

Paul Campbell. m., Joel Newman. | The Blacksmith Blues. w., m.,| words, Jose Galhardo. English | 

Folkways Music, cop. 1951. | Jack Holmes. Beverly Hills; Hill | Words, Jimmy Kennedy. m., Raul | 
The Little White Cloud That | & Range, cop. 1950 by Tune Towne | Ferrao. Chappell, cop. 1947 & 1949; 

Cried. w., m., Johnnie Ray. Larry | Tunes; assigned 1952 to Hill & | cop. 1953, Chappell. 

Spier Inc., cop, 1951 by Carlyle | Range, cop. 1952 by Hill & Range.| Baubles, Bangles and _ Beads 

Music Blue Tango. Instrumental. m if (Kismet). W.. Wis Robert Wright & 
Longing For You. w., Bernard Leroy Anderson. Mills Music, cop, | George Forrest (music based on 

Jansen. m., Walter Dana. Ludlow | 1951-52 theme by A. Borodin), Frank Mu- 

Music, cop. 1951 sotch-a-Me. Italian words and | Sic, cop, 1953. 

The Loveliest Night Of The Year | music, R. Morbelli and L. Astore.| C’est Magnifique (Can-Can) 
(film: The Great Caruso). w., Paul! English words and musical adap-{W., m., Cole Porter. Buxton Hill | 
Francis Webster, m.,, adapted bv | tation Eddie Y Stanley. Hollis | Music, (Chappell), cop. 1953 by] 
Irving Aaronson [from Juventino | Music. cop. 194] by Fono Enic | Cole Porter , 
Rosas’ waltz “Sobre las QOlas’!.|S \ Miilan; assigned 1952 to | Changing Partners. M Joe 
Robbins, cop. 1950 by Loew’s Inc.: Hollis Music, new Enelish words, | Darion. m., Larry Coleman. Porgie 
cop W901 b: Loew's COD 1952 by Hollis Music Music, cop. 1953 

Mister and Mississippi, w., m.,, Count Your Blessings Instead | Crying In The Chapel, w., m., 


Secret Love (film: Calamity 
Jane). w., Paul Francis Webster. 
m., Sammy Fain, Remick, cop. 
1953. 

The Song From Moulin Rouge 
—Where Is Your Heart (film: | 


| 
| 


| Merrill. 
No Other Love (Me and Juliet). | 





Moulin Rouge). w., William Eng- | 


vick. m., George Auric. Broadcast | 
Music, cop. 1953. 

Strange Things Are Happening. 
w., m., Red Buttons, Allan Walker 
& Elliot Lawrence. Helayne Music, 
cop. 1953. 

Stranger In Paradise (Kismet). 
w., m., Robert Wright & George 
Forrest [music based on a theme | 
the Polovetzian Dances of 


Igor’). Frank Music, cop. 1953. 
That’s Amore—That’s Love (film: 
The Caddy). w., Jack Brooks. m., 
Harry Warren. Paramount, cop. 
1953. 
Terry’s Theme (film: Limelight). 


1953. 

Vaya Con Dios, w., m., Larry 
Russell, Inez James & Buddy Pep- 
per, Ardmore Music, cop. 1953. 

With These Hands. w., Benny 
Davis. m., Abner Silver. Ben Bloom | 
Music, cop. 1950. (popularized in 
1953). 

You Alone—Solo Tu. w., Al Still- 
man. m., Robert Allen. Roncon 
Music, cop. 1953. 
You, You, You. w., 
m., Lotar Olias. Mellin Ine., cop. 
1952; cop. 1953 by Edition Ac- 
cord; assigned to Zodiac Music, as- 
signed 1953 to Mellin Inc. 

2s ¢ | 

Anema e Core—With All My 





Robert Mellin. 


Manlio; English words, Mann Cur- | 
tis & Harry Akst. m., Salve d’Es- 
posito. Leeds, cop. 1950 & 1954 by 
Edizioni Musical Film, Milan, (Or- 





Rocks Me With 


from an Italian film of 
Cara Mia, w., m., Tulio Tranpani 
& Lee Lange. Feist, cop. 1954. 
Cross Over The Bridge. w., m., 
Bennie Benjamin & George Weiss. 
Laurel Music, cop. 1954. 
The Happy Wanderer, w., An- 
tonia Ridge. m., Friedrich W. Moe}- 


ler. Sam Fox, cop. 1954 by Bos- 
worth Ltd., London. 
Here. w., m., Dorcas Cochran 


& Harold Grant. Hill & Range, 
cop. 1954. (Based on the soprano 
aria “Caro Nome” in Verdi's opera 
“Rigoletto”’). 

Hiernardo’s Hideaway (Pajama 
Game. w., m., Richard Adler & 
Jerry Ross. Frank Music, cop. 1954. 

Hey There (Pajama Game). w. 
m., Richard Adler & Jerry Ross. 
Frank Music, cop. 1954. 

The H'gh And The Mighty (film: 


The High And The Mighty). w., 
Ned Washington. Mi, Dimitri 
Tiomkin. Witmark, cop. 1954. 


I'm Walking Behind You. w., m., 
Billy Reid. London: Peter Maurice 

A Girl! A Girl! w., m., Bennie 
Benjamin, George Weiss & Al 
Bandini. Valando Music, 1954. 
Ltd., cop. 1953. (popularized in 
U. S. in 1954; selling agent, Leeds 
Music, New York). 

1 Get So Lonely. See: Oh, Baby 
Mine. 

If I Give My Heart To You. 
w., m., Jimmie Crane, Al Jacobs 
& Jimmy Brewster. Millér Music. 
cop. 1954. 

Let Me Go, Lover! w., m., Jenny 
Lou Carson. Special lyrics, Al Hill. 
Hill & Range, cop. 1953 as “Let 
Me Go, Devil!”; new version, cop. 
1954. 

Little Things Mean A Lot. w. m., 
Edith Lindeman & Carl Stutz. 
Feist, cop. 1954. 

Make Yourself Comfortable. w., 
m., Bob Merrill. Rylan Music, cop. 
1954. 

Mambo Italiano. w., m., Bob 
Rylan Music, cop. 1954. 

Mister Sandman. w., m., Pat Bal- 
lard. Edwin H. Morris, cop. 1954 

The Naughty Lady of Shady 
Lane. w., m., Sid Tepper & Roy C. 
Bennett. Paxton, cop. 1954. 

Oh, Baby Mine—I Get So Lonely, 
w., m., Pat Ballard. Melrose Music, 
cop. 1953; cop. 1954, 

Papa Loves Mambo. w., m., Al 
Hoffman, Dick Manning & Bix 
Reichner. Shapiro-Bernstein, cop. 
1954. 

Shake, Rattle And Roll. w., m., 
Charles Calhoun. Criterion Music, 
cop. 1954 by Progressive Music. 

Sh-Boom. w., m., James Keyes, 
Claude Feaster, Carl Feaster, 


|Floyd F. MacRae & James Ed- 


wards. Hill & Range, cop. 1954. 
Teach Me Tonight. w., Sammy 
Cahn. m., Gene DePaul. Leeds, 
cop. 1953; cop. 1954 by Hub Music. 
That's All I Want From You, 
w., m., M. Rotha. Weiss & Barry, 
cop. 1954. 

This Ole House. w., m., Stuart 
Hamblen. Arcadia, Cal.: Hamblen 
Music, cop. 1954. 

Three Coins In The Fountain 
(film: Three Coins In The Foun- 
tain). w., Sammy Cahn. m., Jule 
Styne. Robbins, cop. 1954, 

Wanted. w., m., Jack Fulton & 
Lois Steele. Witmark, cop. 1954. 

Young At Heart. w., Carolyn 
Leigh. m., Johnny Richards. Sun- 
beam Music, cop. 1954. 




















Album Reviews 


Continued from page 0 === 


dicts,” “A Guy What Takes His 
Time,” and the atmospheric “They 
Call Me Sister Honky Tonk.” Her 
bluesy workover of “My Daddy 
a Steady Roll” 
could, but probably won’t, fit into 
the current rock 'n’ roll kick. 
“Basie” (Clef). This is another 
collection framed arcund the most 
swinging band today. Count Basie 
anc this rocking aggregation is 
showcased here in okay, if not in- 
Spired. form. Set features the 
‘and in its rocking and precise en- 
semble work and also spotlights 
the various standout sidemen in 


the current Basie organization. 
This, incidentally, is the seventh 


Posie LP issued under the Norman 
Granz banner. 

“Gina Lollabrigida Presents Mu- 
sic by Minucci” (Coral), Gina Lol- 
lobrigida’s billing on this album 
by her talented Italian compatriot, 
Ulpio Minueci, is reacher by a 
roundabout method, but it should 
help draw attention to this set of 
melodic instrumentals. Minuccl, 
who has been described as the 


| ‘Italian Jerome Kern,” has a flow- 


ing style that’s easy to take in big 
doses. The dozen melodies, includ- 
ing the hit “Domani,” get a lush 
fiddle treatment. 
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On The Upbeat 





Hollywood 


Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel has 
hooked the Biil Pannell orch and 
Nianuel Cerecedes group as alter- 
nating bands in the Cinegrill be- 


nning today ... Ella Fitzgeraid 
booked for the Flamingo, Las 
vegas, Nov. 3; Mocambo, Nov. 29; 
Chi Chi, Palm Springs, Dec. 15: 
Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, 
Dec. 27, and Golden Hotel, Reno. 
on Jan. 18. Jackie Barnett 
penned four original tunes as spe- 
cal material for Connie Russell 
and Jimmy Durante on_latter’s 


Texao tv series. 


Kansas City 


Don Cornell returns io Eddys’ 
Resiaurant for a fortnight opvening 
Sept. 9. Follows Vicki Young, who 
heads for Hawaii and an —™ 
at the Waikiki Grove Sept. 

Ted Weems orcn played a pair of 
shows for the Lions Club in Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium Sept. 1 

Tiny Hill orch currently on a string 
of one-nighters in the midwest, 
including Elks Club, Fremont, 
Neb., Sept. 13, and Trig Ballroom, 
Wichita, Kans., Sept. 16-18. After 
completing midwest string, Hill 
takes the crew in mid-October 
southwest for a series in Colorado, 
Arizona and New Mexico... 





Three Chords held over in the 
Drum Room of. Hotel President, 
their first stand in this spot .. . 
Ruth Seufert opens her fall-winter 
celebrity series of concerts and 


shows with Mantovani orch in the | 


Music Hall Oct. 21. DeJohn Sis- 


ters playing their second stand of | for KLGR, Redwood ohms S. D. 


week at Wildwood Lakes, with Joy | 
Cayler and all-girl orch in for their | 


first stand at the amusement park Chi Jazz Nitery Folds 


Eleanor Sterling at the organ | 


‘in the Cabana of Hotel Phillips. 


Chicazo 

Fall lineup at the Blue Note, 
Chi, has Roy Hamilton and the) 
Johnny Smith quartet set for two | 
frames opening Wednesday (14): 
Dave Brubeck plays Sept. 28 for | 
one week; Muggsy Spanier inked 
for Nov. 2, for two rounds... 
June Christie pacted for the Chez | 
Paree, Chicago, Sept. 22 for three | 
weeks ; Cass Harrison orch into} 
the Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, to- | 
morrow (Thurs.) for eight frames 

. Ben Arden orch opens at the 
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, 
Sept. 26 also for eight stanzas. 


Omaha 


Bands participating in Omaha's 
Pop Concert Series at Peony Park 
the past summer included Skeets 


| 


| Morgan's orch as reed player 
| Secretary 


Mahoney, Mal Dunn, Eddy Haddad, 


[Jack Swason, Hank Winder, Ray Name Bands’ Uneven Summer B. 0. 


|/Omahan Leonard Eby joined Russ 


Howard N. E'lis has | 


_ called the fall quarterly | 


|s Sept. 


} 


| West Madison St., 





of the Nebraska Automatic Phono- 
graph Ops Assn. for Sept. 10- 11! 
in Grand Island . . . Upcoming at | 
Peony Park are Lawrence Welk 
20 and Freddy Martin Sept. | 
25... Dise jockey Rog Birkeland | 
| leaving KISD, Sioux Falls, S. D., 





Due to Offbeat Locale 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

The Streamliner, Chi _nitery 
which had recently resumed show- 
casing modern jazz attractions 
| after a layoff of several months’ | 
| duration, dimmed the lights per- 
manently last week and shuttered 
its doors. The club was located on 
Chi’s Bowery, 
anc had enjoyed a shortlived vogue 
a few years back. But with several 
more accessible near north side 
spots catering to jazz aficionados 
opened in the last year, business 
fell off and eventually caused the | 
Streamliner’s demise. 

The spot was being leased at 
night to Lou Denet for the jazz 
entertainment operation, and dur- 
ing the day, till 8 p.m., to Leo Fox 
as an eatery. The eatery remains in 
operation as usual. 





In New England Ballroom Circuit 





Trace-Phillips Cop 
Prize for Chi Theme 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

“How I Love Chicago,” a song 
co-authored by Al Trace and Teddy | 
Phillips, has been judged the win- 
ning entry in a contest sponsored 
by Gamble’s Music of Chicago. 
Purpose of the contest was to en- 
courage writing of a new popular 
song about Chicago. 

The winning song will be pub- | 
lished by Gamble and recorded on 
Label X. This will be the first pop | 
song about Chicago since 
Fisher wrote “Chicago” in 1922. 





A Hit Medley 


San Antonio, Sept. 6. 

Red River Dave’s recording of 
“When Davy Crockett Met the San 
Antonio Rose” is to be released 
| by Decca Records. 
| The company bought the mas- 
iter from Bob Tanner, head of the 
/ TNT label here who recorded the 
| song. 











Fred | 








Boston, Sept. 6. 

Labor Day weekend marked the 
end of the big name bands swings 
into the New England territory, 
which although highly ballyhooed 
this summer, proved only soso. 
Ballroom ops indicated that they 
|W ould have to give plenty of 
thought to reimposing the policy 
next season. 

Htowcver two ops said the big 
names were o.k. and would con- 
tinue the same format next season. 
| Yney were John Dineen of 
| Hampton Beach Casino, who had 
| Guy Lombardo, Ralph Flanagan, 
| Stan and Kenton, Ray Anthony 
|}among others, and Maurice Hol- 
land, of Canobie Lake Park, who 
split up between name singers and 
name bands. 

At Norumbega Park, Roy Gill 
brought in Richard Maltby to win 
smash business, but operated most- 
ly with a name singers backed by 
a house band. 

Biggest cry among ballroom ops 
is that the nut for the big bands 
is too high. A schedule of block 





bookings was put into effect to 
help this situation, with the big 


names doing a week in the terri- 
tory appearing at each participat- 
ing ballroom, The big ops paid 
more than the small ones but re- 
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sults for the smaller ballrooms 
y | Labor Day bookings had Eddie 
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wks wk, Artist, Label, ite EISISISIESIZISISIAISIE EIS Elal EI ELSI EL 6) ater maving mouse band fo 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) rin Tucker’s KTLA Crystal — 
‘ ial orch has been cancelled out by 
1 1 “Yellow Rose of Texas”............--. 4 2 3 3 2 1 > @ 4 .3 8 5 1 2 2 3 154 Settee: Was, mankder of the (os 
PAT BOONE (Dot) palace. The pavilion will retur 
2 2 “Ain’t That a Shame” Aaa latasat aerial acest one igs 1 v| a 1 3 1 2 10 a a 2 ne 2 8 sis ta 1 7 17 to its fold of booking name pease 
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Bible Tells Me So” ase eat aa tg ae | eee ae 
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L. I. Dealers 
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consultations about 
the club program. He stated that 
the record business does not need 
record c!ubs and that the diskeries 
should concentrate only on product 
to sell records. 


bypassed in 


' 
Col rebutted that they were not} 


bypassing the dealer. “The dealer 
is the backbone of the industry,” 
said Conkling—who asserted that 
the club, through its monthly bul- 
letin would help steer new custom- 
ers into the shops by pitching disks 
not available in the club program, 
needles and phonos. Conkling also 
stressed that needles or phonos 
would never be put in as a club 
lure. Col is now trying to work 
out a warranty to assure the deal- 
ers that such merchandise will 
not be put into the club program. 
Modifications Pitched 


General feeling among the deal- | 


Square Off 


rom page 49 








to their shops. After Oct. 1 Col 


will offer dealers 


members. The figure did not in- 
clude any dealers west of the Mis- 


sissippi. Conkling explained that | 
the mailings from that territory | 


were still coming 
yet been tabulated. | 
The Garden City meet was chair- | 
manned by Vic Levy, who runs a 
record shop in that city. Confab | 
|---sed with the appointment of a| 
additional | 
| 


in and had not) 





| committee to consider 
irefinements to the Col club plan 
and to present them to a dealer’s 
{meet which will be held in New 


ers at this meeting was that the | york in mid-September. 


Columbia club “is here and we're 
stuck with it.” Several modifica- | 
tions of the program were pitched | 
at the Col brass but were thumbed | 
down. One dealer said he could | 
accept the Col club if all the mem- 
bers went through his hands and 
that he’d accept less than the 20°¢ 
commission that Col is now offer- | 
ing. He was advised that it wasn’t 
a workable idea. 

Some resentment was voiced on 
the timing of the club’s launching. 
A dealer complained that the club 
was kicked off after he had placed | 
his fall order and that he now felt 
that he was stuck with a batch of 





LP's that had been put into the 
club’s offerings. Paul Southard, 
head of Times-Columbia. Col’s 


N. Y. distrib, said that the dealer | 
could return the order if he so de- | 
sired. Conkling stated later that the | 
return privilege was up to each} 
individual distributor. | 

Col’s 2 Refinements 


Cook pitched two refinements of | 
the club operation as far as member- | 
ship is concerned. To give deal- 
ers an opportunity to rec apture | 
members who came into the club} 


program via direct mail, Col will | 
credit dealers up until Oct. 1 for | 


members they can come up with 
who enlisted direct before coming 
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Records. Package, which is label’s 
40th soundtracker, will hit the mar- 
ket this week. | 

Diskery is shipping to 2,000 disk | 
jockeys around the country a spe- | 
cial deejay record featuring three | 
tunes from the film. Platter will 
include Dolores Gray _ singing 
“Thanks, But No Thanks” and 
Gene Kelly, Dan Dailey and Mich- 
ael Kidd crooning ‘‘March, March” 
and “Time For Parting.’ Disk will 
be enclosed in a_ special wrap- 
around displaying the album cover 
art work. Metro’s field promotion 
men have been mobilized to pro- 
mote the album in tie-ins between 
exhibitors and diskery’s  distrib- 
utors, 

Decca Records, which has Dol- 
Gray under contract, gave 
MGM the greenlight for the use of 
| her voice on the soundtrack set. 
Score for the flim tuner was writ- 
|ten by Adolph Green and Betty 
{Comden (lyrics) and Andre Previn 
(music). Previn conducts the MGM 
| Studio orch and chorus. 











Band Wagon 


Continued from page 49 








rere ae 
tional guns on the Les Elgart orch 
while Epic, Col’s subsid label is 
on an all-out pitch for the Neal 
Hefti orch. MGM, meantime, has 
been clicking with Art Mooney’s 
crew. 

In line with the terp accent, the 
Fred Astaire Dance Studios 
worked out a deal some months 
ago with Victor for a series of al- 
bums covering all popular dances. 
The albums are mostly made up 
from old Victor masters and were 
selected by Astaire studio execs. 


Latching onto the revived in- 
terest in dance bands, Joe Rene 
(no relation to Henri Rene), a 


who has also been 
Charlie Ventura’s 
orch, is organized a new band. 
Rene is holding a mass audition 
for all the artists & repertoire 
staffers and agency execs at the 
Nola Studios, N. Y., Sept. 13. 


W&B Get UA Score 


Score for the upcoming United 
Artists pic, “A Kiss Before Dying,” 


Dutch batoner 
an arranger for 





has been acquired by Weiss & 
Barry Music. 

Lionel Newman and Carol 
Coates the music. 


penned 
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a transfer plan | 
that will enable him to get credit ! 
for a member who enlisted directly | 
after the member’s original obliga- | 

| tion to the club is fulfilled. 

Conkling reported that in the first | 
eight days of the club’s operation | 

2,000 dealers had brought in club | 
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| graphs which can be tied in with 
substantial disk sales 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Aldous Huxley, writing in the October issue of Esquire, believes 
the most effective way to culture is via the phonograph machines: 
He says: “To any foundation in any way interested in the problems 
which beset an urban-industrial society in a state of technological, 
intellectual and ethical flux, I would make the following recommen- 
dations. Make the best of mankind’s literature of wisdom available 
on cheap, slowplaying records. Do the same, in each of the principal 
languages, for the best poetry written in that language. Also, perhaps, 
for a few of the best novels, plays, biographies and memoirs. En- 
courage manufacturers to turn out phonographs equipped to play these 
recordings and at the same time arrange for distribution at cost of 
the simple planetary gears, by means of which conventional turntables 
can be used for slowplaying disks. Five or 10 millions spent in this 
way would do incomparably more good than hundreds of millions 
spent on endowing new universities or enlarging those that already 
exist.” 


It looks like Columbia Records and CBS-TV’s “Studio One Summer 
Theatre” are going steady. For the past two weeks the tele stanza 
has worked out a plug for the diskery and on the Sept. 12 show Epic 
Records. Col’s subsid label, comes up for a ride via an airing of a 
new Neal Hefti side, ““No Place to Hide.” On Monday’s stanza (5) a 
scene took place in a record shop and Columbia streamers and record 
racks were used as props. On the previous week’s show Col’s Paul 
Weston-Bernadine Read etching, “A Chance At Love” was used as the 
theme, 


“Learning To Love,” new Johnny Harper tune published by Trinity 
Music, is the first song in some time to get coverage m the pop, rhythm 
& blues and hillbilly fields. ‘‘Love” has been cut pop by La Fawn 
Paul (Abbott), Dori Ann Gray (Mercury), Peggy King (Columbia), Jean 
Martin (Dot) and Jean Dinning (Essex). RCA Victor is giving it a 
hillbilly push with a Martha Linn slice and Coral is tackling the r&b 
field with a Billy Williams version. 


Latest instance of the major labels trying to knock off an indie side 
is the flock of covers on Gogi Grant’s “Suddenly There’s a Valley.” 
The former RCA Victor vocalist sliced the tune for a Coast label, Era 
Records, and has since been followed by Jo Stafford for Columbia, and 
Patti Andrews for Capitol. Julius LaRosa also cut it for Cadence. 


+ 








drugstores, etc., is another symp- 
tom of the disk industry’s need to 
break out of the existing dealer 
barrier. The rack operations in 
the syndicate stores have exposed 
disks to housewives and other 
shoppers who ordinarily don’t go 
to record stores. This phase * 
the business is seen heading for 
big expansion in the next few bel 
as some of the inventory control 
problems involved in rack-job- 
bing are eliminated. 


Growing Pains 


Continued from page 49 











not serviced by record stores can 
buy RCA’s coupon books. Under 
this setup, the customer can order 
from the dealer any one of the 400 
LPs which are mailed directly 
to him from Victor’s Indian- 
apolis plant. Victor execs hope 
that eventually such stores 
will stock all lines of disks 
as they learn to take advantage of 


Criterion, Siegel 
In Exchange Deal 


Criterion Music, Coast firm head- 
ed up by Michael H. Goldsen, has 
worked out a copyright exchange 
plan with Paul Siegel, U. S. rep of 
the Italian Music Syndicate, Or- 
ganizzazione Musicale Nazional- 
music. 

The Italian firm already has 
taken two tunes from Criterion. 
They are “Let Me Hear You Whis- 
per’ and “Farewell.” Both songs 


are from the WB pic, “Mr. Rob- 
erts.” In return Criterion re- 
ceived the 10-year old European 
standard, "’Ascension,” and a cur- 
rent pop, “I Tre Timidi.” 








From The 20th Century-Fox 
CinemaS cope Production 
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the profit potential in this phase ~ 
of their business, That’s especially 
true of stores that sell phono- 
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Col’s setup of its 
another attempt from another di- 
rection to take advantage of the 
growing market. As Col execs | (74 
have pointed out, the disk clubs = 
are now doing a big share of the = 
LP business. At the same time, |!(J Recorded b 
however, the sales of the regular Hot rte. DOMINO..... y 
companies have either held their | | fq OREN BECKER & THE LIGHT BRI 
ve or gone up. That indicates | | PAT BOONE. 
that there’s additional business | |J Mika M6Am teen! 8°"? 
around which is not getting to the | these MORSE....., , 
retail stores. The current cleav-|{f7 BILL : TT LORD. ....... 
age in the disk business is whether | | MARINE & THE R see 
the problem can be met via build- nocuers. 
ing up the number of available |/[] ublished by 
outlets or through direct mail. a COMMODORE 
; The opening up of disk outlets | wo ee 
in chain stores, food supermarets, | ea ae 
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— . . ts, in Louisiana Federal Cour 
Merc Rolling With last Week in an infringement ac. |LEVINGION’S PUB FIRM 


: Vegas Talent Pools Phonographs, Tapes tion against. The New Sugar Bowl 


Continued from page 1 aarti: | in New Englands. Spot was charged 
5 | Mercury Records will start roll-| with performing “All of Me” 














pat the overexpansion of this town. } cient transportation. TWA is the| ing its new phonograph and tape | (Bourne) and “September In The 
Jack Entratter, who operates the !only airline that has a direct con- | recorder line next week. Merc’s| Rain” (Remick) wien a ASO ae | 


Sands for Jake Freedman, is now | nection into Vegas from New York | leans So eT 
able to shuttle his Sands regular | and other points to the east of Ne- | ranches ‘ and indie distributors | license. 
and brother-shareholder, Frankjvada. The innkeepers have been! Will receive their first shipments! Meantime a flock of other ASCAP 
Sinatra, into the Dunes Hotel. The | trying to get other airlines inter-| on two 45 rpm units, three porta-| members brought similar actions 
Desert Inn, should it get the Royal | ested, but there’s always the hitch | ble players, one table model unit | for unlicensed performances. Rich- 
Nevada, would be able to give acts | because of need for civiilan aero-| and two tape recorders. The hi-fi| ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
a terrific number of weeks at/nautics board permission, and the| two speed tape recorder will be| stein 2d, Frank Music, DeSylva, 
pretty high coin. The Desert Inn | fact that there are other areas still; shipped to wholesalers during the | Brown & Henderson, and Leo Feist 
is successfully booked by Frank | underserviced by airlines. Western | first week of October. Inc. led an action against the 
Sennes, who also owns the Moulin | Air services L. A. and Frisco to| The line will range in price | West Point Cafe in Indianapolis, 
Rouge, Hollywood, and buys the/L. V. from $29.95 for a 45 rpm player| claiming infringement on_ their 
to $129.95 for a three speed, hi-fi| songs. E. H. Morris Music, ABC 








talent for several other niteries.| Some feel that should there be 
Thus he'll be able to line up acts |a sufficiency of travel service into table model. and DB&H led another action 
and give headliners the exact | Vegas, there would be a horde of against Lou Posey’s Frolic in Co- 
amount of weeks needed so that | vacationers who wouldn't go near lumbus, O., on the same grounds. 
the tax burden won’t become too the tables. For that reason, the ASCAP Pubs Collect In 
heavy. ‘opening of the Stardust, started by ; ; Milt Gabler, Decca Records 
Those Staggering Costs the late Tony Cornero Stralla, may Infringement Action artists & repertoire chief, arrived 
Bourne and Remick music firms| back in N.Y. over last weekend 


Certainly as the situation now open the gates to the non-bettor 
stands, the Las Vegas hotels can-| and those who will take a chance 





were awarded a judgment of $500, | after supervising several recording 
in addition to attorneys’ fees and|sessions on the Coast. 


GETS DISK AFFILIATE 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Archie Levington, owner of Stu- 
| dio and Midway publishing firms 
here, has launched a new disk 
label, tagged Scope Records, with 
the initial release set for next 
week. He will continue to give 
other diskeries first refusal on all 
Studio and Midway tunes, and 
|} Scope will cut only Levington’s 
tunes. 

First Scope release will be 
“Easy,” an instrumental platter 
featuring Chubby Jackson’s orch. 
As unusual gimmick on the label 
| of each disk is a stroboscopic cali- 
bration chart which will enable 
the user to determine if his turn- 
table is moving at the precisely 
correct speed. 





Norman Granz’s “Jazz at the Phil- 
| harmonic” booked for the Toledo 
' Sports Arena, Oct. 11. 





= 





not stand the g2ff of the ever-|for a silver dollar. It’s reported 





mounting costs and the greater | that the hotel will start its rooms 
spread of the business because of | @t $5 per person and will have 


the increasing number of hotels, ; more than 1,000 rooms. 

With the exception of a couple of! The present crop of innkeepers 
the top spots, several inns are (feel that while added transporta- 
empty on weekdays, and all are tion is desirable, perhaps there are 
loaded on weekends. Experts say | more important problems such as 
that because of the huge nuts, the | procuring the right kind of acts. 
hostels need continual action. The question uppermost with the 


The hotels that are in trouble ; hotelmen always reverts to talent. 
were undoubtedly put there by the | They agree that the day is coming 
at the older inns. Since everybody | to the increasing demands of the 


admi.s that the “* “‘iners ave the | Stars and that the present crop 

key to the situation, the Sands, ™ay not be the lures that they are 
Sahara, Desert Inn, El Rancho and | today. 

Flamingo started making three- | Money Acts x 
year deals for top names. Thus| Only names attract the heavy 

when the Dunes, New Frontier, |! bettors. The operators have seen 


Riviera, Royal Nevada and Moulin: loaded cafe rooms and empty ¢a- 
Rouge opened within a compara-|sinos. Presently, at the Royal Ne- 


Lo MG? es Spas Raa ae ae | 


hit difficulty almost immediately | ed cafe rooms, but the casino isn’t N 
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with Wally Cox at $11,000, and | getting its share of these entertain- ~ 


\N \ 
the Riviera felt that it didn’t want ; ment seekers. The Dunes started \ JONI JAMES - 
S 


to take a chance on Edith Piaf and} with a lavish production show with- N 





and a few others had been spoken} connected with the right kind of i 
top names, (2:30 a. m.) show isn’t enough to ~~ 
Package Term Pacts keep the place in blue chips spend- . _—_— 


Hildegarde and so had to pay them , out name backing and soon headed \ 
. 
NS 
for by the other inns. The left-;| draw, and the Moulin Rouge’s all- 
With the three-year contracts, ot eee ee ere . 
Meanwhile, s - 
. | LAY ME DOWN 


off before opening. The _ solid|into trouble. The New Frontier NX 

names such as Danny Thomas, Joe | opened its wing with Mario Lanza, \\ 

E. Lewis, Sinatra, Tony Martin, / at $50,000, who never showed up \ 

overs that were available couldn't | negro show is finding that the traf- 

the hotels not only shut out the|.. 

competition, but protected them-/} ind all the more successful hotels 

selves from mounting talent costs |#™¢ buyers who have had tremen- ~~ TO SLEEP 


Kay Starr, Jane Froman, Durante ;tco perform. The Riviera rarely 
compete on equal terms with the fic from its one good late-hour . MY LOVE 
- 
for these names. But headliners | @ous backgrounds in dealings with 
do wear out, and the new ones that | the agencies and who know a hot \ 
| entertainment property when they \ MGM 12066 K 12066 








in what is believed to be the over- Mv SQ Gg AN} NNIINHAH 


expansion is the absence of suffi-| N- J-, helped the Sahara out of its \ 
Jack En- \N 


hole at the beginning . \\Y 
ole a 1e eginning. RQ 
\ LEROY HOLMES \ 








the costs wit mount Thus all [ge one, BLAME wi weal . 
ances may be the solution. OE pncltas : : C(Q{Q(Q(Kr wy ww OQ WN WN MW BR QQ MGW. WR 

Right now, the other major evil | Operator of Coney Island s Luna A «~~ MQ. 85 
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| tratter, who was in on the found- - 
. |ing of the Copacabana, N. Y., 
PROGRAM TO DAY helped put the Sands across. Sen- L AND HIS ORCH. 
YESTERDAY'S nes has been booking scores of \ 
N 


Sv 

spots for years, has helped the ~ NS 
4d Desert Inn into a top spot; Beldon ~\ \ \ 
KITTY FROM || kateiman has ‘guided ‘the gt Ran-| MEDITERRANEAN 
cho successfully, and Abe Schiller, \ \W 
\\ 


assisted by various talent buyers, N 
KANSAS CITY” has been a steadying influence at SERENADE WN 
the Flamingo. For a moderate name \ SS 
: spot, Hal Braudis seems to do very . 
Music well forthe Thunderbird. All these — AND — 


by 
JESSE GREER men know their business, but 
MGM 12052 K 12052 


the scarcity of the heavy 











LEO FEIST & CO. mames and the strict control 
799 7th Ave. New Yorkil/ exercised over them by the 
heavy artillery in the big talent 
— agencies is bigger than all of 
them. But with mergers and alli- 
ances, they may be an equal match 


LY R i ¢ | % : or even carry an edge over the per- 
centeries. , 


Seeks Capable Composer 


























AAAAAAS 








“Yy 
YH 
Yyy 


Vd 


Y 


Wy 
YY 
YY 


OLDIER 
BOY 


— AND — 


REWARD! 
REWARD! 


“Wy Yy Yi 
Y/ YY 
40 
Yy 


yy 
Yj 
YY 


Uy 
Yj ; 


Y 
Yj 





SY 





YY Yyyy 
Uy 


Yj Y 
Yj 
Yj 


YY 
Y, 
Yi 


Yj 
Y 
Y 


YY 
Vt 


yy 
YY 
VUdedle 


Mi 
Yj 
YY 
YY, 
Ua 


“, 
YW) 


N 












MGM 12025 K 12025 \ 
MW 

Wag WWW 

XK VD)DV.,.S 
RWW 

S QQ. QQ GW VG 











OBJECT: Collaboration, Bron Gets ‘Hours’ for Brit. \ MMGQIUQAIAAAAAAAAAAA AB "> HHT \\N 
Ballads Sidney Bron has nabbed the \N \N\ 
Torch British rights to “In the Wee NN CONNIE FRANCI ‘\ 

: 'Small Hours,” title song of Frank S \ \ 

Novelty, Sinatra's current Capitol album. \ \N 
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Italian Pop || Deal was made with Redd Evans 
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Tourist in Not-So-Very-Gay Vienna Has 
Choice of Qne Show—Hamburg Circus 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Vienna, Sept. 6. 
Late August of 1955 in old (un- 


sition with the 
workmen laboring under 
lights at night to repave the area 


such bizarre street incidents 
Yankee tourists asking, and Rus- 
sian soldiers obliging for snapshot 
poses. But of the seven Vienna 
playhouses only one was operating 
with a farce in German and oniy 
a few dubious night clubs, adver- 
tising ‘“‘sexsational” values but not 
delivering them, added to the 
meagre total. For the tourist, 
Vienna, in late August (the story 
should improve later) was a the- 
atrical desert. 

Vienna’s only entertainment of- 
fering of any distinction is a circus 
from Hamburg, Germany — the 
smart, new, efficiently - operated 
show of the widow Fredericke Ha- 
genbeck (not related to the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace that was in Ameri- 
can circusdom) pitched under can- 
vas on a grassy lot in the residen- 
tial area westerly from the British 
zone. The circus travels by rail 
and hit Vienna experimentally on 
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| sideboards on three sides. 


around the renee nee < | al with European one-ringers, the | 
its inaugural in November and with | 


as | 








| pair and a leopard 


| successfully 
'from the roustabouts cleaning up 
the darkened ring. 








an open contract to run while busi- 
ness lasted. All but one bank of 


'the cheaper seats were occupied 
; |on the night caught. The arrange- 
questionably) end gay (nartly) Vi-| 
enna was a time of political tran-| 444 comfortable for wooden fold- 


remnants of the | ing chairs and planks. 


Occupation forces still to go, with 
flood- | 


ment of the one-ring arena is neat 


Loge seats 
(about $1.10) are directly at ring- 
side, six to a box with wooden 
As usu- 


band (Otto Kolmsee) is above the 
entrance to the ring and the uni- 
formed crew (the same boys and 
men first show you to your seats) is 
constantly setting up and taking 
away wooden planks, tarpaulins 
and other gear. 

Horses do not dominate the Ha- 
genbeck menage to the extent 
mentioned in this wandering Va- 
RIETY reviewer’s critique of the 
Cirkus Schumann in Copenhagen, 
but there is more than a little 
equestrian display, mostly under 


Fred Petoletti plus a single by Otto 


Schumann, a first-class divertisse- 
ment with two French poodles also 
worked for a novelty along with 
the two splended mounts. Plainly 
Schumann is a veteran of the tan- 
bark, a man of impeccable saddle. 
Petoletti also combines’ three 
ponies with three camels for a fast 
Oriental routine early in the pro- 
ceedings. A Peruvian llama is 
thrown in for flash. 
Animal Roster 

Hagenbeck’s opener is in circusy 
tradition—a tiger, a lion, a puma 
in the cage 
worked with Teutonic phlegm by 


| Frank Turrill in a costume which 


is an odd nondescript of scant ro- 
mantic charm—a kind of blouse 
and pajama set. Otherwise, a 
firstrate act. 

While the crew is dismantling 
the cat cage, a trick rope and seat- 


_climbing character, billed as “King 
| Kong” and gotten up in ourang- 


outang simulation, does his stuff, 


| which includes chasing a couple of 


women stooges around the circus, 
in one instance ripping off the gal’s 
skirt. Everybody is well aware of 
the plants but diverted nonetheless 
with the mock “horror.” Turn 
makes a strong number two spot 
distracting attention 


Mostly the circus is paced for 
(Continued on page 62) 


MISSOURI FAIR SETS 


Kansas City, Sept. 8. 
With virtually perfect weather 
throughout its run, the Missouri 
‘State Fair at Sedalia set a record 
attendance of 541,145 for its nine- 
iday run, Aug. 20-28. 
Fair execs had been shooting for 
'500,000 for several years past, but 
‘have been consistently foiled by 
weather quirks. Total also includ- 
ied a record 63;990 on closing Sun- 
iday, both records shattering all 
previous highs for 52 years. En- 
'tertainment attractions included 
i“Stars Over Ice” nightly along 
'with “Ozark Jubilee’’ tv sessions, 
‘mile long midway and carnival. 














Royal American Shows, 
Midway on Wheels, Tops 
B.0. Record at Minn. Fair 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 


A traveling amusement park, 
Royal American Shows broke its 
boxoffice. record at the Minnesota 
State Fair where it previded the 
midway the past 10 days. Outfit, 
largest of its kind and a perennial 
for 14 of the top such expositions 
in the U.S. and Canada, hit a 
new high mark here, going well 
over $300,000. 

Royal is owned by Carl Sedlmayr 
and his son who operate it them- 
selves. Started on a small scale, 
it’s now bigger than ever with 
28 rides and 15 shows and it 
travels on its own train of 70 
cars. During the _ present tour, 
which started May 5 and will 
end Oct. 31 over an itinerary of 
14 state and other kinds of fairs, 
it will attract an estimated 30,- 
000,000 people and gross in excess 
of $3,000,000. 

Show’s main attraction for a 
second year is a “Dancing Waters” 
unit. It’s two revues, one Negro, 
involve the services of nearly 100 
people and continue, year in and 
out to be its best patronized of- 
ferings. 

Newest and probably most un- 
usual of the Royal American Mid- 
way’s attraction at the Minnesota 
State Fair was an automobile which 
people flocked to see at two bits 
a head. Ballyhoo called it a 








behind the Iron Curtain.” 
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Midwest Rep.: 


The CHO 


“Instrumentalists Without Instruments” 


Opening Sept. 8th (2 Weeks) 
Bellevue Casino 


MONTREAL 
and Soon to Be STARRED in New WALT DISNEY ABC-TV Series 


Personal Mgt.: LARRY GENGO 
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VARIETY says, 
Wednesday, Aug. 31st 
Palace, N. Y. 
“Standard turn in this 
show is The Chords, a 
couple of guys with trick 
pipes that can carbon vir- 
tually any kind of musical 
instrument. The Chords 
have developed a _socko 
routine of freewheeling 
comedy to set their impres- 
sions off. Their fiddle and 
trumpet takeoffs get them 
off fast and they accelerate 
with imitations of the zith- 
er, brass bands, harps and a 
break-it-up finale aping of 
Kathryn Grayson and How- 
ard Keel singing ‘Sweet- 
heart.” IT’S A BEGOFF.” 


Herm. 


ATTENDANCE RECORD 


“Moskovitch,” a car “direct from - 


aaeenamael 


Atlantic City in Seasonal Windup 
With Miss America Pageant Bally 


Atlantic City, Sept. 6. 
This is Pageant week in Atlantic | 


| City, a week when the resort turns | 


itself inside out entertaining 50 | 
girls from all parts of the country, | 
one of whom on Saturday night | 
(10) will be crowned Miss America | 
of 1956 in Convention Hall while | 
millions will view the spectacie| 
over the ABC-TV network with the | 
Philco Corp. picking up the tab. | 

Staged by a non-profit corpora- | 
tion of business men, the spectacle | 
got under way the day after Labor 
Day with a mammoth night board- 
walk parade. It then moves into 
the boardwalk Convention hall to- 
morrow (Wed.) for three nights of 
preliminary judging with a paying 
audience of from 6,000 to 8,000 
attending. 

Each year the Pageant directors 
endeavor to get a show personality 
to act as Grand Marshal for the 
parade and this year Janette Davis 
will act in this capacity. Replacing 
Bob Russell to emcee the four 
nights the girls appear for judging 
is Bert Parks, tv personality who 
is making his bow in this particu- 
lar job. 

In addition to the talent to be 
displayed by the girls, Gordon 
MaCrae is planing in from the 
Coast to appear tomorrow, while 
Walter Cassel will be featured Fri- 
day (9). 

Bess Myerson, a former Miss 
America, and Parks will do the: 
commentary for the Saturday night 
tv show, following pattern set up 
last year. 

Theatres Fold 

While the Miss America Pageant 
helps keep some vacationists here, 
Labor Day marks the departure of 
most seasonal visitors and spots 
operating on a summer schedule 
have shuttered until another year. 
All legitimate theatres, the Quar- 
terdeck and Globe, which offers 
burlesque, and the Gateway Musi- 
cal Playhouse in Somers Point con- 
cluded their seasons over the week- 
end. City sponsored concerts on 
the Garden Pier were also conclud- 
ed with the presentation Friday 
night. 

Night clubs, like the 500, will 
bring in no more names until an- 
other season while others offering 
less in the way of talent trimmed 


HAMID PREPS BIGGEST 
AMUS. PARK IN S. AMER. 


One of the largest amusement 
parks in Latin America is being 
plotted for the Fair of Peace and 
Fellowship of the Free World in 
the Dominican Republic. George 
A. Hamid, U. S. showman has 
made a deal with Hector B. Tru- 
jillo Molina, the republic’s presi- 
dent, and Virgilio Alverez Pina, 
president of the fair’s national or- 
ganizing commission. Although the 
opening of the fair is set for Dec. 
20, the amusement park will be 
ready by Nov. 25. 

Park will include 22 rides, two | 
portable theatres and its own pow- 
er plant. Hamid will provide all 
operators of the amusements, as 
well as maintenance technicians. 


Show Biz Unions Team 
In Conn. Flood Benefit 








; or eliminated altogether. Shutter- 


ed were Dude Ranch on boardwalk 
and Sepia Paradise, which gave its 
final show this morning. 

Steel Pier will continue to Oper- 
ate until mid-September following 
plan of last season when it too will 
shutter. 


Big beachfront hotels which 
have been offering talent in their 
grilles called it a day as their room 
count suddenly cCropvec. From 
now on it will be convention busi- 
ness which will keep them in the 
black. 


“Ice Capades” went out of the 
Convention hall on Sunday night 
after its usual six week run. Mo- 
tion picture houses which have 
been offering midnight shows all 
season went back to their normal 
Schedule, some of them closing 
with the passing of the season. 

Season here would have been a 
smash but for the Connie and 
Diane hurricanes, which lopped 
profits considerably. 











Am honored that some of the 
greats of show business have be- 
come my clients in the matter of 
stocks and bonds. You, too, ars 
welcome to write or call me—NO 
obligation. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 
Investment Brokers 

501 7th Ave., New York 18, N .Y. 
LOngacre 5-6242 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singlys $1.05 per script. 





3 Bks. PARODIES, per book..$10 @ 
MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk...$25 @ 
BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
OW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
No C.0.D.‘s 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54th St., New York 19=Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 
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| tional administrator of the Ameri- 


|his imprimatur on the affair. 


Theatrical unions are~ pooling 
their efforts to aid flood-victims in 
Connecticut with a benefit to be 
held next Wednesday (14) at the | 
Yale Bowl, New Haven. The Fact | 
Finding Committee, comprising 
representatives of the backstage | 
and performer unions, are working 
on this affair. Jackie Bright, na- 


can Guild of Variety Artists, is 
lining up the bulk of the talent. 
Under present plans, special cars 
will transport a batch of names 
from New York for the event. 
Hollywood unions will also send 
out filmsters, provided  cuffo 
transportation can be lined up for 
them. New Haven showmen are 
also cooperating and Gov. Abraham 
Ribicoff of Connecticut has put 





TOUPEES. 





THAT DEFY DETECTION ® 


Hollywood - Crewcut - Pompadours 
Can be used for 


Sleeping © Swimming 
Sports, etc. 
FREE CONSULTATION 
Samples on Hand 


Mail Orders Guaranteed 
THEATRICAL WIGS OF ALL TYPES 








FOR RENT & SALE 


LERG 


67 W. 46 St., N. Y. C. 
JU 22-3992 











JACK POWELL 


and his Educated Drum Sticks 
Under the Personal Management of 
MARK LEDDY and LEON NEWMAN 
48 West 48th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Phone—JUdson 6-2760 























sooD Luck JIMMY GRADY sin your New office 
AT THE FISK BUILDING 
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DANNY GRAHAM 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


SIBYL BOWAN 


WEEK SEPT. 5—DENNIS HOTEL, ATLANTIC CITY 


Frank Sennes Agency 
200 W. 57th St., N.Y.C. 
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Harrahs Club, Click Lake Tahoe Casino, 


Breaks Precedent 


Lake Tahoe, Sept. 6. 
Harrahs Club, the newest addi- 


With Winter Shows 


+ 





ica to the Tahoe gaming and en-| Oyal Nevada Picks Up 


tertainment scene, winds up 
first summer a click and plans to 
toss Lake tradition aside to con- 
tinue operation on into winter. 
Club, has already pacted shows 
past the usual Labor Day curtain 
with Louis Armstrong set for 
Sept 12, one of the few top names 
to play this spot. 

A 24-hour coffee shop, and a 
heavy concentration of slot 
chines, plus a small dining room 
pooking low budget shows _ has 
proved to be the Lake’s most suc- 
cessful business this summer. Al- 
ready some operators are thinking 
about copying the policy, especi- 
ally the low budget entertainment 
idea. Big names failed 
their wav this season. 

Built in time for the summer ses- 
sion, the new Harrahs Club is re- 
modeled from the former Gateway 
Club. With the Reno Harrahs 
Club operation, it is now consid- 
ered to be one of the largest gam- 
ing businesses in the state, employ- 
ing some 760 persons in the two 
clubs. 

This was Harrahs first venture 
into the entertainment field. The 


(Continued on page 62) 


YELLEN TO PRODUCE 
VERSAILLES, N.Y., SHOW 


Songwriter Jack ¥ellen has been 
signed to produce the next Ver- 
sailles, N. Y., show to follow after 
the run of Edith Piaf, who starts 
at that spot next Wednesday (14). 
Miss Piaf, who is 
weeks and options, is expected to 
remain at the Versaille until New 
Year’s Day. Casting for the new 
show started yesterday (Tuesday). 

Present Versailles unit was 
done by Leonard Sillman. Others 
that have concocted shows for that 
cafe include George White, Arthur 
Schwartz and Howard Dietz. 


, 





its | 


mMa- | 


to pay 


set for eight | 


| ’ e 
Ist ‘Guys & Dolls’ Option 
Las Vegas, Sept. 6. 
| Royal Nevada has picked up the 
first two-week option on ‘Guys 
|and Dolls,’ one hour~and 40-min- 
ute show starring Vivian Blaine. 

} 

| 


|its original 12-week engagement. 
i] 





Wisc. State Fair Falls 
To Lowest Ebb in Over 
10 Yrs.; Nets Only $900 


Milwaukee, Sept. 6. 

Wisconsin State Fair for 1955 
pulled only 604,694 through the 
turnstiles, the weakest attendance 
since 1944, according to W. M. Mas- 
terson, fair manager. Masterson 
;also indicated profit was $905 as 
jagainst $40,000 in 1954 and $129.- 
'000 for 1953. Total receipts for 
(1955 were $576,855 including $110.- 
660 grandstand take. 
| The hot weather polio threat, 
television, baseball and bad ac- 
| cess roads to the fair were given 
jas possible reasons for the disap- 
|pointing grosses. 

Ducats sold for afternoon 
evening events, except auto ra 
‘dipped over 20° Masterson and 
other fair officials are disturbed 
lover the failure of entertainment 
‘to pull. Grandstand receipts for 
ithe 1949 fair were $222.286 as 





and 
Ces, 


‘compared with $110,660 for 1955, | 
| with $171,931 for 1953 and $142,-' 


\376 for 1954. 

For years the grandstand attrac- 
itions were chalked up as the big 
ithing to pull at the main gate. 
|Masterson reported that if the 


ishows fail to attract high attend- | 


iance the entire fair feels the blow. 
\It’s believe television cut fair at- 
itendance by showing circus acts 
jand revue type shows, the standby 
;of fairs. 


|ARA to Slice Roster 
| Of Dues Delinquents 


| Artists Representatives 
will hold a membership 
tonight (Wed.) for the purpose of 
cutting dues delinquents off 
membership rolls. 
Organization is still carrying on 
lists many members who 


meeting 


its 


| 


| 


Assn. | 


| 


the | 


are | 


no longer in business or who have | 


gone to work in other offices. 


Convention Biz 





Capsule is expected to play out | 


Kirkeby 


Roney Plaza Changes Hands in Move 
To Keep in Step 





Wien Syndicate Buys 
Warwick Hotel, Philly 
A syndicate headed by Lawrence 
A. Wien has purchased the War- 
wick Hotel, Philadelphia, from the 
chain, but Kirkeby will 


{continue the operation of that inn 


lon 


Helps Hub Cafes 


| 

| Boston, Sept. 6. 
} All segments of show biz were 
hvpoed by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars convention which ended 
Seturday (3). Cafe biz got the big- 
gest shot in the arm with all bis- 
tros putting on .special shows for 
the visiting firemen. 

Six thousand VFW_ delegates 
were entertained with a Boston 
baked bean supver on Boston Com- 
mon where they consumed 300 
gillons of the Hub’s traditional 
dish and saw a “Gay Nineties 
Revue” presented by the 
Special Events department. Two 
picture preems, “To Hell and 
Back” with star Audie Murphy in 
person at the Keith Memorial, and 
“Cinerama Holiday” on the same 
night came at the end of the VF W 
parade and filled the city with ad- 
ded thousands of visitors. 


RALPH WATKINS NOW 





city’s | 


| strolling violinists instead of caba- | 


a 21-year lease, 
Wien owns the Lexington 
Governor Clinton Hotels in 


York. 


Brit. Stork Room Ops 
Take Over Pigalle Spot; 
Seek Walters as Adviser 


6. 

and William Ortner. 
operators of the Stork Room, have 
taken the Pigalle, Piccadilly. 
from Dr. Gero who is retiring from 
active business, and are planning to 
introduce an interchange of artists 
between the two spots. Their deal 
a'so includes the takeover of the 
Society restaurant on Jermyn 
Street. which has been shuttered 
for some years. This room will be 
reopened in about two months as 
a late night eatery, specializing in 
continental dishes and will employ 


and 
New 





London, Sept 
Al Burnett 


over 


ret artists. 


Burnett returned to London this | 


i week from Cannes where he'd been 


SOLO OP OF BASIN ST.. 


sole owner of Basin St., N. Y. Bon- 
iface has completed negotiations 
whereby his partner in the spot 
|was bought out. 
costume jewelry manufacturer had 
an important slice of the cafe. 
Basin St. has been hitting a 
strong run of business. Current 
Dave Brubeck and Australian Jazz 
| Quartet are hitting rope’s up takes. 
Watkins also has an interest in the 
Embers, an eastside jazz spot. 


Ralph Watkins has become the | 


appearing in the Stork Room on 
the Riviera, and began discussions 
on streamlining the Pigalle show. 

Lou Walters is being asked to 


, advise on the Pigalle presentation, 


Robert Endler, a | 


and the new 
have him 
available 


management aims to 
make some of his acts 
to them. Burnett and 


'Ofner are on the lookout for U.S. 


| talent 


to play two shows a night 


'at the Pigalle, followed by a single 


‘performance at the Stork. They’re 
also on the prowl for U.S. acts to 
|! play in the Princes bar, which is 
|; being transformer into an U. S. 
‘type musical bar. 


‘distributing 


‘Reconstruction of the Roney. 


Florida Boom 


With 
Miami Beach, Sept. 6. 


First landmark on Miami Beach, 
the fabled Roney Plaza Hotel, Sun- 
day (4) changed hands in a deal 
which calls for expansion to 900 
rooms and modernization in the 
sum of $15,000,000 plus annual 
rental of $500,000 for 99 years. The 
total sum involved is probably the 
largest ‘n the history of this area. 

J. Myer Schine, motion picture 
exhibitor who bought the hostelry 
in 1943 for $1,601,000, signed the 
contract with Irving Kipnis, a for- 
mer partner in Real-Art Films, a 
organization in New 

Kipnis is also head of the 
constructing the new 350 
Seville Hotel in mid-beach. 


York. 
group 
room 
Plaza 
calls for addition of 600 rooms to 
the 300 now contained in the orig- 
inal structure, which opened its 
doors in 1925 The total of 900 
rooms will make it the largest re- 
sort hotel of its kind in the world. 
Work will begin in the spring of 
1956 with completion expected at 
end of the year. 

Plans include a nuge convention- 
exhibition hall on the premises 
with more space than that offered 
by the city auditorium, plus a lav- 
ish night club. According to Ben 
Gould, public relations-promotion 
director for the Kipnis interests, 
there'll be a name act policy for 

(Continued on page 62) 


‘DANCING WATERS PULLS 
$32,000 IN 2 FAIRS 


“Dancing Waters,” the fountain 
display, scored heavily in two fair 
situations. Gross of $22,000 was hit 
at the National Exhibition at Van- 
couver for 11 days which ended 
Monday (5), and a score of $11.000 
was hit at the Colorado State Fair, 
Pueblo, which ended Aug. 28. 

Fountain has been booked for 
Ed Sullivan Show for showing next 
Sunday (11) and will have a spot 
on the Steve Allen show Sept. 16. 
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Kansas City Cafe Dinner Biz 


Kansas City, Sc 


There's a vastly changed pat- 
tern of patronage and operation 
for restaurants offering entertain- 
ment hereabouts, and the opera- 
tor’s finger points to the 20°) tax 
: i al :c 1} 
as the culprit. More speciiically, 
it’s the revised tax ruling of last 


November which makes the tax ap- 
plicable on all checks in the house 
at time of entertainment, regard- 
less of the time of origin. 

Where it hurts most is the din- 
ner business, bulwark of the trade, 
but it is cutting into business all 
around. Dinner biz in some of the 
more deluxe establishments has 
been cut as much as 75°, opera- 
tors here declare. And over all 
business is suffering 40% to 50°. 

Formerly a patron could come 
into a supper spot for dinner, eat, 
drink, and pay his tab before the 
entertainment hour, usually 
without being subject to the 20°% 


excise tax. Then he coutd stay and | 


see the show, and pay the tax on 
whatever he bought after the dead- 
line. 

As of last November that ruling 
was revised, and patron subjected 
to tax on everything he buys for 
the evening if he is in the room at 
the entertainment period. This ap- 
plies to establishments where food 
is an essential of the business, the 
su-called cabarets. Resorts, ball- 
rooms and others which serve food 
incidental to their operation are 






















Currently 

HENRY HUDSON _ 
HOTEL Ais 

New York 


Hit by Federal 207, Tax Rute 


8:30, | 











WILL OSBORNE 


AND HIS ORCH. 
Now 77th Week 
New Golden Hotel, Reno 


Mgt.: MILTON DEUTSCH 








subject to this, simply are 
charged 10°¢ on admissions. 

The 20° on everything at the 
de'uxe establishment means a con- 
siderable additional load on the 


not 


average check, and its effect has 
been to cut the dinner biz to 
shreds. Many patrons who previ- 
ously came for dinner and the 


show now come for the show only, 
buving a drink or two while they 
vatch. They take dinner some- 


where else where there is no 20°%. | 





AFL Teamsters Picket 
Ringling Bros. Show 
During S. F. Run 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 
AFL. Teamsters turned the pres- 


sure on the Ringling Bros., Bar- | 
num & Bailey circus here last 
weekend and picketed the Cow 


Palace during the show’s four-day 
run. The picketing reinforced the 
Teamster’s demand for recognition 
as bargaining agent for almost 600 
| truck and cab drivers, roustabouts 
|} and other circus employees. 

| The union will picket the circus 
{in Los Angeles later this week. 
| Union leaders say circus manage- 
jment had refused to negotiate. 

| AGVA artists and AFL musicians 
{with the circus went ahead with 
i their work. 


‘ICE CAPADES’ PULLS 





Washington, Sept. 6. 
The 12-show engagement of “Ice 
Capades” ending’ Monday (5) at 
the Carter Barron Memorial Am- 


$73,000. Three nights of the en- 
gagement were rained out. 
Engagement closed the season at 
the Amphitheatre which was under 
the direction of the Feld Bros. 


AGVA Shifts Staffers 


American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists is making some shifts in the 
staff of the N. Y. branch. Jimmy 
Rocco and Bob Hynes have been 
|added to the staff to succeed 
| George Roland and Fred Manni 


| who resigned. 


| Lou Smolove, eastern regional 
| director of the union, will step up 
| activity in branches in his area. 
| Be left for a swing around his 
territory over the weekened. 








736 IN 12 D.C. SHOWS 


Hub Agency Can’t Force 


The Hub Theatrical Agency lost 
its court battle to force the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists to 
give it a franchise. Union had 
charged that Gertrude Lagoulis, to 
whom a franchise had been issued, 
had been too preoccupied with a 
costume rental business to ade- 
quately take care of talent. In- 


siead, she had her husband, Speedy | 


Lagoulis, to whom an_ associate 
franchise had been issued, 


care of the agency business. 


Union felt that the Hub office | 


could operate provided that the 
franchise was issued in the name 
of Speedy Lagoulis. Duo elected 
to fight the order instead. 
attempt at an injunction failed with 


ithe court ruling that the case be 


| ing, 


After a hear- 
the 


tried on its merits. 
court dismissed 
ceedings. 





Ohio Fair Customers 
Hopping Mad Over 
Hopalong’s Non-Show 


Columbus, O., Sept. 6. 


A king-size rhubarb arose at the 
Ohio State Fair here after Bill 
(“Hopalong Cassidy”) Boyd failed 
to show up at a widely publicized 
evening rodeo Aug. 26. Publicity 
releases put out for the Fair by the 
Byer & Bowman ad agency said the 
cowboy star would appear at the 
show. When he didn’t, irate cus- 
tomers stormed the Fair’s box of- 
fice demanding a refund. The next 
day, a B&B spokesman said refunds 


| would be made. 


| 
| 


phitheatre here, did a resounding | 





On the following Monday, how- 
ever, Fair Manager Sam Cashman 
said refunds would not be made, 
since the Fair had nothing to do 
with booking Cassidy. The actor 
toured the grounds on the 26th un- 
der sponsorship of Harmony 
Farms, Inc., as a promotion stunt 
for the dairy firm. 

Cassidy’s manager, Bob Stab'’er, 
said Cassidy had never promised to 
make an evening appearance. B&B 
spokesman Nick Popa said he had 
cleared the publicity releases with 
the Cye Landy ad agency, which 
handles the dairy account. Jim 
Wheeler, of the latter agency, said 
he never saw any releases put out 
by B&B. 

Meanwhile, disgruntled rodeo pa- 
trons barraged the Cilumbus Dis- 
patch with angry phone calls, since 
the newspaper had printed the 
news release anncouncing the Cas- 
sidy appearance. The Dispatch 
countered by reproducing, in full, 
the B&B release. 

















New Orleans States 
by ED HOAG 


Applause 
She wu 
co-nedienne 


\ 


- impressionist. 
aybe you can 
a college dean 
the girl students 
lady 


Or, as an Eng 


lish gradually letting 





Personal Management: 





. a redhead with a lot of 
pep and talent got most of the 


picture an 
impression of Sophie Tucker as 
Ziving advice to 


SINGING 


Miss Russell goes on with a 
good variety of bits; the Texas 
and the Brooklyn girl in Paris, 
the Arkansas girl in New York. 
And last night, each one in suc- 
cession got ‘better than the last.” 


as Anne Russell singer- 


The Atlanta Journal 
by PAUL JONES 


“The Henry Grady has in- 


- stalled a new show in the Para- 
ner 
hair down as she tilts up mar- 
tini glasses in a New York bar 


dise Room featuring an all-girl 
revue heuded by one of the 
. finest comediennes in show 


TELEVISION APPEARANCES 


LOUIS W. COHAN 





Just Concluded 


7 CLUB CRESCENDO 


Houston, Texas 


MARTHA RAYE “All Star Revue" * COLGATE COMEDY HOUR ° ED SULLIVAN SHOW 
and many Broadway Musical Comedies 


COMEDIENNE 


business—lovely Anne Russell. 

Miss Russell, who was fea- 
tured on the Martha Raye Show 
five times last season and who 
has appeared on the Ed Sullivan 
show on several occasions, is 
one of the brightest comedy 
stars since George Gobel ap- 
peared on the scene. She has a 
natural flair for wit, indulging 
in caricatures of famous people, 
burlesquing hillbilly, Southern 
and sophisticated singers and 
reciting funny stories with the 
skill of an ‘old pro,’” 


1776 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Tel.: JUdson 2-5135 


Franchise From oll 


take 


An | 


pro- | 
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Vande, Cafe Dates 








| New York 


| Sephie Tucker inked for the 
|Chez Paree, Chicago, Oct. 28... 
| Gogi Grant pacted for Eddys, Kan- 
sas City, Sept. 22 ... Jerry Vale 
opens at Twin Coaches, Pittsburgh, 
Sept. 16... Edith Piaf broke up 
her trek from the Coast to the Ver- 
sailles with a $7,500 club date at 
the Nieman-Marcus store, Dallas 

. Cal Gilford starts at the Hotel 
Statler, N. Y., cocktail lounge Fri- 
day (9) on the same evening Les 
Elgart opens the Cafe Rouge... 
Talent lineup at Le Ruban Bleu on 
its seasonal preem next Thursday 
(15) will comprise new faces for 
the spot. On the bill are the Jones 
Boys, Don Adams, Rae Harrison, 
and Bob Mayberry as well as the 
Norman Paris Trio for the music. 
... Davis & Reese signed for the 
Celebrity Club, Philadelphia, Sept. 
ag 





Chicago 
Condos & Brandow open at the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, tonight 


(Tues.), for a three-week stint on 
the bill with the Vagabonds and 
Maria Neglia . . . MeGuire Sisters 
'set for Chi’s Chez Paree Oct. 16 
for a single; Sophie Tucker segues 
into the Chez Oct. 23... Nat (King) 
Cole into the Sands, Las Vegas, 
Nov. 16 for one week . . Lola 
Darlene opens at the Silver Slipper, 
Las Vegas, Oct. 15... Boyd Ben- 
nett & his Rockets into the Thun- 
derbird, Las Vegas, Sept. 22 for 
three ... Gloria Van opens at the 


Leland Hotel, Aurora, Ill., Tuesday 
(13) for two frames... Ana Morena 
set for the Muehlebach Hotel, 
Kansas City, Oct. 28 for two 
rounds. 


Hollywood 


Marion Marlowe topbills new 
show opening Friday (9) at Bever- 
ly Hilton, Mata & Hari in support 
... Jose Greco troupe follows Oct. 
7 for four weeks ... Lillian Roth 
booked into Riverside Hotel, Reno, 
Sept. 13. Whitey Hoffman 
Quartet cracks Capistrano Beach- 
combers Club Sept. 13... Spike 
Jones orch tapped for week’s stand 
at Santa Clara Fair, San Jose, 
Calif., Sept. 12-18 . . Johnny 
Holiday at Keyboard Club sharing 
with Ollie Franks ... Polly Ber- 
gen draws two-week call at Mo- 
cambo, starting Oct. 11... Jana 
Mason holds over for second week 
at Mo, Mary McCarty going in 
Sept. 13. 


Kansas City 


Comie Gary Morton, after clos- 
ing a two-week stand at Eddys’ 
Restaurant here, joins Nat Cole 
show for three weeks, beginning at 
the Kiverside Theatre, Milwaukee, 
Sept. 9... Judy Garland show set 
for the Municipal Auditorium Sept. 
12... George Arnold ice show 
held over for second time in the 
Terrace Grill of Hote! Muehlebach, 
opening its third edition Sept. 9 
for final two weeks. 





Burley Tries Comeback 
In Hub; Casino Reopens 


Boston, Sept. 6. 

Burlesque was seen as trying a 
/comeback in Boston with the open- 
,ing of the shuttered Casino The- 
atre with Tempest Storm headlin- 
|ing a midnight show Labor Day. 
Hub, which had three burly houses 
fiourishing during the war years, 
|Gld Howard, Globe and Casino, 
| has been out of the burlesque pic- 
| ture for two years. The Globe fold- 
| ed; the Old Howard was closed 
after court action, and the Casino 
| has played off and on with vaude 
| acts. 

Rebirth of burlesque was seen a 
few weeks back with the Supreme 
Court decision knocking out prior 
censorship. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 6. 

Ole Olson of Olson & Johnson 
did a quickie plane visit here to 
visit bedside of Eileen O’Dare, 
featured dancer, who recently 
'checked in as a new guest for the 
| 0.0. and rest routine. 

James P. Barfield, of Howard 
Benton Theatrical Adv. Co., Ben- 
son, N.C., in to the general hospital 
for major operation; now back at 
Will Rogers getting comfortable 
rest while recuperating. 

Joe (IATSE) Taft, of Rosedale, 
'N.Y., in with his wife, May Taft, 
alumni class of 1948 for the X-ray 
and checkup; she rated a 100% 
all-clear. 
| Tommy (& Lawrence) Vicks, 
|vesteryear vaudevillian and an 
|old NVA patient, who graduated 
| here in 1933, reports from Boston 
that he is still at his brother’s 
|nitery in Rochester, N.H. 
| Edith Gurba, cashier of Lane 
| Theatre, Philly, in for visit with 
her husband, John Gurba, whose 
progress is of special mention. 

_ Eddie Stephens, musician of 
Trenton, N.J., in for annual X-ray 
;checkup; his report was 100% 
|okay. Of the class of 1946, he 
never had a sick day since his dis- 
charge here. 

After mastering major surgery, 
Walter _ Silverman, staffer with 
Columbia Pictures, received the 
back-home okay. He made the 
| grade in eight months, 

_ Ed Rudman, Strand Theatre, 
New Britain, Conn. staffer, pleased 
over a quickie visit from his son, 
|Harold Rudman, who braved the 
flood to make the trip. 

Write to those who are ill. 
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A New Personality 
JUDY MARSH 


Appears as 
Slue Foot Sue at 
“The Golden Horseshoe" 
in Disneyland, Calif. 
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House Reviews 





Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Patti Page (with Rocky Cole, 
Stanley Kay, Joe Sinacore), Boyd 
Bennett & His Rockets (7), Jay 
Lawrence, Nicki & Noel, Lou Basil 
Orch; “Female On the Beach” (U). 


This bill is a pleasing offering. 
Patti Page heads the lineup and 
retails an impressive roster of old 
and new song hits. At show caught, 
Miss Page displayed the savvy 
showmanship that only comes with 
experience, but sometimes’ the 
impression she wasn’t pulling out 
all the stops. Trouble with the 
p.a. system, running throughout 
the show, didn’t help either. 
3acked by her own piano, guitar, 
and drums, she plavs it heavy on 
her disk entries. She opens with 
“Near To You” and segues into her 
latest number, ‘“Piddily Patter 
Patter,” garnering big response. 
Miss Page runs through ‘“Tennes- 
sce Waltz,” “Doggie In The Win- 
dow” and wraps up with a medley 
o” her vast hits, a usual 
which gets a big mitt and brings 
realization of the abundance 
Miss Page’s disclicks. 

Boyd Bennett & His Rockets get 


down to earth with a rock ‘n roi} | 


bundle, built around their current 
King splash “Seventeen.” These 
bovs never let anyone forget they 
have other records out, either; and 
most of them, as showcased here, 
sound suspiciously like ‘‘Seven- 
teen.” almost as if they were made 
to duplicate that platter’s success. 
Group doesn’t sound as 
lively as other similar aggrega- 
tions around. The Rockets open 
with “My Boy Flattop,” featuring 
Big Mo on the vccal; unfortunate- 
Iv. the instrumental sounds over- 
shadow the vocals, which become 
unintélligable. Groun changes pace 
with “The Kentuckian Song” and 
succeeds creating an atmosphere 
of peace and auiet. They do a sax 
number, ‘“My Girl Likes It When I 
Play The Saxophone,” whose lyr- 
ics might be constrved as in poor 
taste for a stage show. The s7x 


solo displays virtuosity and body- | 


wriggling gymnastics for good re- 
turns. The Rockets get a warm 
reception. 

Jay Lawrence handles the comic 
chores here in acceptable fashion. 
Comic takes 
up the house after he gets over 
the hurdle of the opening stan4d- 
up gags, Lawrence unwraps his 
forte, carbons of showk,g ites in 
great profusion. The audience 
goes for his impressions of Gable, 
Gary Cooper, Sinatra, et al. 


Especially attention-winning is his | 


Madison Square Garden fight bit. 
Comic gets a palm-swatting send- 
off. 

Nicki & Noel open the bill with 
one of the most polished terp turns 
around. Classic simplicity and 
grace coupled with technical skill 
make for a top hoofing act. The 
lifts and spins are all done effort- 
lessly, and the figures have eye- 
appeal. Their closing comic, dime- 
a-dance routine goes over big. 

Lou ‘Basil expertly handles the 
show backing chores. Gabe. 


Apollo. N. Y. 
; Tito Puente Band (14), Bette 
MeLaurin, The Larks (4),Tun Tun, 
Vambo Aces (2), Chino Romano 


Trio, Three Dancing Jets; “River | 


of No Return” (20th). 


its current bill, Harlem’s 
vaude flagship sails off the rhythm 


With 


& blues kick into the mambo 
groove. For topping the fresh lay- 
out is Tito Puente whose crew of 
13 give the jazzed-up Latino beat 
4 snappy lustre. Supporting turns 
are well balanced and the session 
adds up to palatable entertainment 
before Eartha Kitt bows in Friday 
(9) to headline next week’s show. 
Following a fast opener, Puente 
switches to a softer tempo with “In- 
Vitation,” one of the band’s Tice 
recordings. He scores nicely via 
a vibe sole on this instrumental 
and later frantically beats the skins 
®n an orgiastic piece known as 
Drum Mambo.” Band’s five 
rhythm, four reed and four brass 
join the fray to add further frenzy 
Which .the house absorbs’ with 
£usto. 
Real click this sesh is Tun Tun, 
Singularly named singer-dancer of 
deminutve height is aided by a 
fine sense of timing, a good voice 
and a flair for dancing. He has 
the customers with him whether 
he’s lampooning Liberace or giv- 
ing out with a hoked-up “Babalu.” 
Bette McLaurin, who once won 
“Harlem Amateur Night” con- 
lest at this house, is an attractive 
lass who reaps good returns in 
\arbling four numbers. Fetching- 
ly clad in a red gown, she sells “It’s 


a 


All Right” and “Unchained Melo- 
dy” nicely. Does ‘Love for Sale” 
in a tast tempo but unfortunately 
the band’s loud accompaniment oc- 
casionally drowns out the lyrics. 
Her “How Did He Look?” is a sexy 
closer. 

The Larks, four-man vocal com- 
bo, surprisingly eschew r&b in 
favor of such standards as ‘Mar- 
gie” and “Because.” Working with 
two mikes, they do okay with the 
old Benny Davis-Abner’ Silver 
ditty but their arrangement of 
“Because” is somewhat beyond the 
capabilities of their voices. Group 
closes to salvos on “Ko Ko Mo,” a 
number in the jump idiom. 

“They Were Doing the Mambo” 
applies literally to the Mambo 
Aces, but in the present tense. 
Youthful male team, = sharply 
garded in light pink suits, satisfies 
with seemingly effortless terp 
routines in the Latin vein. Spotted 
in the closing niche. boys are given 
an assist by the hep backing of 
Puente’s crew. 





device | 


wildly | 


some time to warm | 


Jets and the 


Trio 


Three Dancing 
Chino Romano 


ider New Acts. Gilb. 


of | 


Palace, N. ¥. 


Ann Nichols, 
Ross Wyse Jr. with Jan 
i\Michael Chimes (5), Franklyn 
|\D’Amore Jr. (2), Kross 
sire” (U) 
July ‘6, *55. 
| seomeniniiaies 
For the holiday week, 
| Dan Friendly has lined up a click- 
jing combination. Of course, most 
| of the acts are on familiar ground, 
| Knowing the likes and dislikes of 
;the Palace’ patrons, but full 
} houses during the early part of the 
| Week seem to have buoyed the 
|; performers’ spirits, and that’s an 
;extra plus to the layout that helps 


reviewed in 


{the bill get an extremely high re- | 


;sponse. It’s a longer show than is 
; usual, with most of the acts tak- 
|ing a lot of extra time, but the net 
‘effect is still strong. 

| Probably, one reason for the bet- 
,ter playing qualities of this card 
/ seems to lie in the frequency of the 
‘comedy spots and the ability of 
the practitioners to hit off well with 
ithe crowd. There's a healthy note 
/of comedy in several of the turns 
jthat start off with mimie Buddy 
| Clayton v ho goes through a round- 
| UP. of familiar voices and has suf- 
| ficiently good lines to help his im- 
| pressions across. Some of his 
| voices become progressively weak- 
jer toward the end of the act, but 
ihe builds sufficient good will early 
/in his turn to tide him over. 

Ross Wyse Jr., aided by a wil- 
j}lowy blonde, Jan Adams, does a 
familiar bit of knockabout comedy 
iand takes his measure of applause. 
So does Lee Davis, who does ex- 
cellentiyvy with outmoded = gags, 
served well in the next-to-closing 
slot. 

Opener this session is Ann 
Nichols, who starts off tapping and 
then goes into a bit of standup 
pianistics. Her work sets up the 
{house for the rest of the bill. 
Michael Chimes is the sole musi- 
eal act on this session. He has 
raised himself a brood of har- 
monica players and the crowd likes 
them well enough to award them 
several bows. Clan consists of 
Chime’s three sons, oldest being 
13, and a 17-year old daughter who 
piano accomps them before turn- 
ing to the bass harmonica. 

In the closing spot is Lalage, the 
vet aerealist who executes a series 
of applause winning stunts on the 
rope and rings. Under New Acts 
are Franklin D’Amore Jr, (2), and 
The Kross Singers (4), Michael 
Loran, presiding in the pit, cut a 
good show. Jose. 


Empire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, Sept. 2. 
& Co. (7), Five 


Richiardi Jr. 


Hall, Bal- 


(3), 


Terry Tominy Burke, 
morals 

Richiardi Jr., illusionist from 
Peru, makes his British how here 
in a 40-minute act that fully satis- 
fies the customers. 

Latin performer, with charm and 
humor, produces the standard silk 
‘and rabbits from hats, but highlight 
of his offering comes when he 


femme, Marguerita, appear to float 
in acts, 


semi-hyp- 
an up- 


brunette 
poise in 
from atop 


another 
Sandra, 

position 
turned brush. 
femme from 
fling stvle 
| Richiardi'’s tricks inelude a light 
ifem in which he tosses away an 
orange, lemon, egg and canary, 


makes 
Miss 
notice 
trunk in 


box to 





and has ‘em returned by a house 
attendant a few minutes later. Also 
pleases stubholders by teaching 
how to produce silk from inside an 
egg, tagging this trick with his 
own clever touch of pouring real 
yolk from egg thought to be 
empty. 

The Balmorals are three young 
girls who have poor dance opener, 
lacking vitality, but they improve 
in the  post-intermission Scotch 
slotting. Tommy Burke, with two 
assistants, is reviewed in New 
Acts. 

Smiling ventriloquist Terry Hall 
dresses his doll as a caddy, and 
is slick at voice manipulation but 
should delete the odd hoary gags. 
Exits to good mitting. 

Nino, billed as the Wonder Dog, 
does familiar routine of balancing 
solo on series of balls, each in 
turn larger than the one previous, 
and bows off with cute backward 
somersaults, taking its own curtain 
call. No human on-stage during 











New Acts 


IMOGENE COCA FRANKLYN D’AMORE JR. (2) 
With Dorothy Love, Wally Seibert, | Acro 
Ralph Beaumont, Peter Matz | 10 Mins. 
Comedy-Songs-Dances | Palaee, N. ¥. 
35 Mins. | Franklyn D’Amore Jr. is making 
Fontainebleau, Miami Beach }his N.Y. debut just one block down 
Imogene Coca’s return to the|!*om where his father used to hold 
cafe circuit. after all those years |torth at the nearby State. The elder 
in television can be marked a suc-|P’Amore was also on_ occasional 
cessful one, albeit the changeover | 0!d Palace bills. The acts might as 
from video to the tougher demands | ell be the same as was done years 
of night club audiences will Yet the nature of the act is 
quire further work on the act | Such that the format doesn’t wear 
which has been staged for her,|0Ut and the applause returns are 
Marks of tv pace and requirements | )€avy as ever. 
still remain, showing a need for Format has the lad in a tramp 
sharpening and tightening in| costume lugging a bag on stage, 
Spots; stronger finishers in some|contents are another tramp and a 
segments of the potpourri of pa-| bit of knockabout, they indulge in 











re- | Ago. 





| act, which, however, has been 
around this vaudery too often re- 
cently and is becoming too familiar. 





reviewed un-| 


Buddy Clayton,!; 
Adams; | 


| Singers 
((4), Lee Davis, Lalage; “One De- | 
VARIETY, 


booker | 


Skyliners, Bull & Babe Adams, Nino, | 


makes his South American blonde | 


in the air from off a flat bench, and | 


He also transfers a | 
baf- | 


The Five Skyliners, Polish sing- 
ing group. are solid in harmony 
with tunes such as 
When I Think About You,” 
;chained Melody” and ‘“Dreamboat.” 
‘Comedy angle is good, 
|}wind with “Jimmy Brown.” 
| Bill & Babs Adams offer a vigor- 
| ous crosstalk act which has good 
' 

' 


quota of laughs, winding with the | 


“et 
Gord. 


i distaffer garbing male in bay 
out. 











Unit Review 








Barces & Carraudbers 
(MINN. STATE FAIR) 
Minneapolis, Sept. 3. 
| Tom & Jerry, Rudells +3), Klein 
| Bros. Baudey's Dogs, Voca 
|Lovelies (6), Three Bruises, Maria 
| Phillips, Ashtons Miller & 
| Smiley, Kings & Queen (3), Sky 
|Kings (2), Hild Dancers (26), 
| Happy Kellem, Preston 
| T>zy Cervenne’s Orch (25): S.. J. 
iLevy, producer-director; choreog- 
i\rapher, Dorothy Hild; stage man- 
jager, Al Burns: Minnesota State 
| Fair amusements director, Al Shee- 
jhan; at Minnesota State Fair, Aug. 
iZi-sept. 5, $2 top. 
As usual, the Barnes & Car- 
ruthers No. 1 unit for this end and 
other big fairs’ night grandstand 
shows spells varieiy in capital ijet- 
ters, running the gamut from spcc- 
tacle and musical comedy to di- 
verse vaudeville and, of course, 
emphasizing circus thrill acts. 


‘ 
(2). 


cs 


that 
serving 


cepted entertainment 
producers have been 
so successfully these many 
With unchanged format, it 
prises four sumptuously staged 
production numbers,  acrobaties, 
j}tumbling, trained animals, aerial- 


up 
vears. 
com- 





}istics and funmaking. It continues | 
Fair | 


ia mecca for Minnesota State 
| visitors who, apparently finding it 
a once-a-vear dish and desiring no 
change, patronize it to the tune of 
15,000 to 20,000 per performance. 
Preston Lambert is a snappy 
emcee who keeps things running. 
Four elaborately costumed pro- 
duction numbers. enlisting the 
services of 20 girl and six boy 
dancers and a femme singing sex- 
tette. are notable for their color, 
speed and variety of moods. 
“Down on the Farm” is’ built 
around a hoedown with country 
music; “Over the Rainbow” is a 
ballet featuring ballerina Marta 
| Phillips; “Beauty and the Beast” 





} . : | 
ihas the chorines dressed as wild | Ut 


| for 


and brings Baudey’s 
i'Great Dane dogs disguised 
llions, and “Land of the Sun” 
}an Eskimo-land fantasy. 
Comedy is in the capable hands 
lof singing comedians Miller & 
| Smiley, clown Happy Kellem and 
‘the Three Bruises, slapstick roller 
skaters. “Kings and the 


) animals on 


foot high pole and provide a sen- 
sational thrill when the gir) pilots 
a motorcycle up a 300-foot wire to 
the pole top while the two male 
members dangle trom a trapeze 
'attached to the motorcycle. The 
'Sky Kings also evoke gasps when | 
lthey switeh positions in mid-air 
il while swaying on two 120-feet high 
| poles. 
} Then there are the seven Ash-| 
contributing daring and skill- | 
iful feats on the teeter board; the 
ltrampolinists Rudellas; ice figure | 
‘skater Bill Wade, pogo stilt per- 
iforming Tom & Jerry and aevial- | 
lists Klein Bros., who also double 
as the Kings in the Kings and | 
|} Queen act. Cervonne's 25-piece | 
band plays the show in a letter-| 
i perfect manner and fireworks are 
the usual speetacular windup. 
The afternoon grandstand 
again consists of auto races and 
itbrill presentations that draw 
overflow crowds up to 30,000. at 
the same $2 top scale, Rees, 


| 
| tons, 


fare 


“Get So Lonely | 
“Un- | 


and they | 


Lambert, | 


In toto, it’s the same sort of ac- | 
the | 


| pusher outfit she wears through- 


as | 


_ ! 
1s | 
} are 


| punching. It's a matter of time and 
Queen | 


of the Sky” perform atop a 100-| 


/CHINO ROMANO TRIO 


‘they strip to white leotards to join 


-appeal 


‘ing a Latino following. 


thos, satire and burlesque, plus|some good hand-to-handing with 
;one big nunrber to top the almost|second tramp taking off the old 
ij hour-long stint. |}raiment to reveal herself to be a 

Aided no little by Peter Matz at | ¢ xy-looking femme that he introes 
the piano, Miss Coca’s act. as cur-| 2S his sister Jeannette. Finale is 
rently constituted, is an intricate |4# trick done on a_ specially con- 
blend, deviously tailored tor the|Structed chair his father used in 
|upper-bracket locations. It keeps} hich he backbends while support- 
her onstage throughout, with al-|ing the girl. Act does excellently 
/lowance for quick costume changes | !! this house. Jose. 
behind a scrim curtain mounied | 
| between two set pieces to provide | N 
a irame tor the constant activity. 
|} At times the proceedings reaci a | 13 Mins 
i headlong pace, then break ‘or| Waldorf Sh eteets ry 
a slow-up in tempo that requires | — “AStOria, N. &. 
iclose attention from the tablers.| , Nelle Castell is a former vocalist 
‘In a big room, such as the La/| for the Lecuona Cuban Boys, who 
‘Ronde here, that sort of balancing | 1S now. aligned with the Xavier 
‘tends to jose interest of some, who | Cugat band while regular singer 
‘return to full attention when a | Abbe Lane is in Europe. Miss Cas- 

sock sequence comes up. tel, is built and works along sexy 
Miss Coca brings all eat During wher initial singing 
varied talents into focus. Using urn, she looks somewhat over- 
| three sides Derathy Love. Wally | padded, but soon reveals the rea- 
| Seibert and Ralph Beaumont, to! SOM, for this ilusion when she 
| keep things moving while she hur- | dois her ; —_* : garments to aH 
lries in and out of characters. the | veal a dark pantalooned outfit 
| pixieish comedienne hits a. fast | that permits her to free-wheel 
| gait with opener, “The Show Must | atound the floor. 
iGo On.” in a song-dance warmer-{ YVocally, Miss Castell measures 
/upper. Follows a brief litle ta'k| Up. Her numbers in English and 
on the reason for switch from tv to | Spanished are calculated to impart 
clubs beceuse she wanted to feel | heat and a driving beat. There’s a 
,reaction of a live aud. It’s an| Grum sroup working behind her 
e fective lead into a lampoon of aj/that gives added impetus to her 
| video production, which swallows incidental dancing, Finale has her 
a singcr in a melange of people ring a belt of maracas for an 
and sets to obscure performer,| animated go at hip swinging. It’s 
yvrie and music. not the kind of turn that Waldorf 

Satirization of a modeling ses- patronage is accustomed to, but in 

sion utilizes weird assortment of #9 all Latin event, the crowd picks 
fur pieves that hit for solid daughs | UP the spirit of the occasion. 
'from the femme contingent. On-| Miss Castell should do well in 
stage change of cosiume, wiih two} Cave situations with shows carry- 
bovs aiding, leads to one of her) ing a Latin motif. Jose, 
top characterizations, a tramp bit} caeeseimenaam 
| that highlights her panto viriuos- | pouy BURKE & CO. (3) 
| ity in the Chaplin tradition. | Acro Comedy 

' Change of pace finds Miss Coca!) 19 Mins 

in an old-fashioned film bit, di-| Empire, Glasgow 

'vided between fast action ith use | This acro  rovelty comprises 
of a flicker effect and siaight /'Tommy Burke, plus a midget part- 
| heroine - villian -hero pantomime./ yo, and tall shapely brunette 
| Climaxer on this one is another assistant, and registers high on the 
}laugh raiser with her unwanted |) ict eter 

I“*haby” tossed around like a foot- |" |) ; ; 
ball, plussed by walkoff of the two | P\vo males open with some ener- 
males arm in arm. There's more, | S¢te¢ knockabout, which includes 
such as a brief. black-wigged bit | ve taller revolving the smaller, on 
ion the tempestuous Italian shaft of a brush, This comedy by- 
l<stars: another tv barb. this play with the midget male is inter- 
lon a “Show of Shows” format. iwoven into acro chores, highlight 
Nae . i, Of latter being when Burke bal- 
| Best of the stint comes UP 1D) ances atop of a glass tumbler which 
)a Maypole sequence. It’s a startling | jc pjaced in turn on top of a bottle 
| change from — pace with iand globe. Also registers strongly 
ae lost ge cy J i? ating uel wie tossing ef midget on his up- 
| attention qui ly ant holding "P| turned feet. Gord. 
throughout. For some reason Miss | 

'Coca then inserts a burlesque on | 

la stripper. The routine has its| THE KROSS SINGERS (4) 

| moments, but doesn’t jell due to a|9 Mins, 

lweak finish. Strong closer is “I'd | Palace, N. Y. 

Beiter Go Now” with Miss Coca] The Kross Singers are somewhit 
changing from the basic pedal-| of a novelty inasmuch as the mem- 
1] bers of the quartet seemingly have 
the act, into a “dress-up” gow) | ¢jassical backgrounds for use in 
a fast and effective exit. ;operatie numbers and tunes that 
The demands made on Miss Coca | have become classics or standards. 
the constant onstave routining | They open strong with snatches 
taken in stride by the slight | from the operas winding with the 
comedienne. Throughout, she keeps | quartet from “Rigoletto” and fol- 
low with a set of the more popular 
standards. 

The group comprises Bob Kross, 
John Tufts, Dorothy Short and 
Suzanne Lungrant. One of the male 
members doesn’t do too well in the 
diction department, but the singing 
calibre of this outfit is extremely 
high. Jose. 


ELLE CASTELL 
| Songs-Dance 


s 
} 


of her 


S 


Ws 


pie 
time 


by 


adjustments, for gauged on this, 
her first week of club work in 
years, she’s definitely a hot pros- 
pect for the chi-chi rooms and the 
Vegas. And that television rep 
isn't going hurt the boxoffice 
either. Lary. 


to 


,3 DANCING JETS 
| Dancing 

be 7 Mins. 

inter- ; Apollo, N.Y. 

Three sepia lads open with con- 
ventional terping but later vary 
the routines by tossing in some 
acrobatics. Trio, for the most part, 

ork in unison However, boys 
break up near end of ting 
to display some challenge stuff im 
individual stints. 

Although a tast, 
the 3 Dancing Jets at present don't 
have sufficiently original routines 
or stvling to differentiate them 
from dozens of other turns in the 
same category. When their terp 
technique takes on fresh twist, 
their booking herizons will broad- 
en, Gilb. 


Dancing 
8 Mins. 
Apollo, 
Chino Romano Trio is an 
esting novelty turn whose specialty 
is terping to a Latino beat Pheir 
routines aren't particularly dis- 
tinctive but“®¥hat the male and two 
girls Jack in hoofing ability is off- 
extent by the femmes’ 
movements. 


r their 
set to some 


suggestive 

Accent is on the visual from the |} 
start since the distaffers first ap- | 
pear in black velvet slacks topped 
by low cut white blouses, Later 


energetite group, 


their partner in fast stepping to a | 
Tito Puente arrangement. Their 
appears limited to such 
as the Apollo and sites hav- | 
GUitd, 


a 


houses 
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La Vie. N. Y. 
Harvey Stone, Norman Brooks, 
sjello-Larks (4), Van Smith Orch, 
Jovita Rhumba Orch; $5 minimum. 


Monte Proser has been keeping | 


ra Vie alive with some good bills 
euring these hot summer months. 
lie has been using this. period, 
vhen most of the regulars are 
away, to test some new talent and 
io try the worthiness of some com- 


parative strangers to New York. | 
This layout of Harvey Stone, Nor- | 


,an Brooks and The Mellio-Larks 
(4), has good playing qualities and 
omprises one of the better sum- 
yer buys locally. 

Stone, who has appeared in N. Y. 
yn some of the top cafe situations, 
as a choice line of gab. 
thinker. is glib and has a serv- 


{ 


n 
fast 


iceable routine that keeps custom- | 
entertained. | 


er interested and 
Stone. at one time, was identified 
exclusively with a routine on 
ibulations, but he has since made 
e conversion to peacetime chat- 


ir 
th 
té 


hold up in the bulk of the cafe 
situations. 

Norman Brooks, the’ French- 
Canadian singer who skirted the big- 
time with his Jolsonesque record- 
ing of “Hello Sunshine.” has 
marked vocal resemblance to the 
late entertainer. Whether it is 
unintentional or not, it’s. still 
a fact that he capitalizes upon the 
selection of songs and man- 
nerisms. Therefore a full period 
of a Jolson impression isn’t the tip- 
top cafe dish. 
have served their purpose by ac- 
quainting him with the public. per- 
haps he should let more of 
Brooks come through. The cus- 
tomers here like him well enough 
to give him a strong palm. 

The Mello-Larks have had sev- 
eral reorganizations, and_ this 
seems like a strong grouping. Com- 
prising three boys and a girl, they 
are essentially good voices and 
good entertainers. Their hit with 
numbers in the novelty vein with 
their takeoff on a madrigal and a 
rendition of “Gideon Bible,” and 
they can hold interest with num- 
bers not in the novelty idiom as 
well. 

The Van Smith crew gives the 
show a good musical backing 

Jose. 


Riltmore Hotel. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 
Pete Marshall & Tommy Farrell, 
Clifford Guest, Anita Aros, Nita & 
Peppi; Jimmy Grier’s Orch (8); 
cover $1-$1.50. 


This stand is going to need all 
the tourist help it can get to 
weather the next six weeks. It’s 
a four-way booking without a name 


to hang out as a lure. Pete Mar-| 
shall & Tommy Farrell rate the! 


biggest type on the table cards but 
in this cavernous room their brand 
of comedy doesn't sell very well. 
The others are so-so. 

Marshall, who has been kicking 
around night clubs, with this part- 
ner or that for a few years straights 
more or less for Glenda Farrell's 
boy, Tommy, but they seem to foun- 
cer in anything that comes along 
Uiat strikes them as funny. Farrell 
nas the potential but needs charac- 
terization and sharper material. 
Marshall tries too hard for comedy 
eifect, which at times makes it 
team Ot two comics. 

Clifford Guest is a good 
niclan as ventriloquists go. 


volce throwers are no longer a 


novelty uniess they are exceptional | 


snowmen, which Guest isn’t. Anita 


Ay 
niteries via Spade Cooley's tv show, 
Piays the fiddle well and is easy 
on the eyes. Nita & Peppi are 
t 
With 
the 


© ast 


all the standard tricks. In 
absence of Hal Derwin. called 
by his mother’s _ passing, 
: my Grier handles the banjo and 
‘Tonts the crew. The same old 
Cance sets need to be freshened. 
Heim. 


ire 


Black Orehid. Chi 
2 Chicago, Aug. 30. 
 ©arl Ravazza, Gene Wesson 
Gordon Polk, Phil Gordon: 


imum, 


& 
$4 


_—_— 


Current layout fits this room like | 


& Klove; despite the lack of a distaff 
€ntertainer, the slick, 
“uallty of all three 


turns augurs 


masse turnouts of the Orchid’s 
i abitues for this bill. 
,, Carl Ravazza heads the bill with 
land of Savvy that doesn’t over- 
“peed bet in polished presentation. 
ied azza opens offstage. in the dark, 
“Or an effective bow. Singer exudes 
Rd ones; and he has superb con- 
as nce before an audience, and 
ortless smoothness. What the 
Pipes lack is more than made up 
or by their packaging. 
Ravazza’s book is a varied blend 
well known 
alerial and 


a3 | 


some offbeat tunes. 


He’s a| 


GI | 


r and his line is strong enough to | 


a | 


The Jolson carbons | 


He does “The Gal That Got Away.” 
with a whistling intro, “Carmen 
Boogie,” “A Blossom Fell” and an 
unusual rendition of ‘‘Learnin’ Tie 
Blues,” prefaced with a tailormade 
intro. He was on for 40 minutes 
| opening night, mostly in response 
to and requests. 

Comedy chores are handled by 
ithe four-month old team of Gene 

Nesson & Gordon Polk. Wesson 
i plays it straight and Polk is the 
dizzy stooge. The boys clown it up 
with gusto, starting with 
of Jimmy Stewart, A. Godfrey and 
J. Cagney by Wesson, with 
contributing a backward child com- 
, plement to Wesson’s impressions. 
They do a “Medic” routine and an 
|Edgar Bergen-Chariey McCarthy 
| bit for good response. As the act 
grows, it should garner even great- 
er reaction. 

Phil Gordon opens this display 
with custom material songalogge:d 
to his own keyboarding. Gordon is 
|held over from the last show and 
has improved since last caught. His 
appeal lies more in double-en- 
tendre, smart material than in the 
musie or the lyrics, which fit none 
too aptly. His material is better 
chosen, and more varied than that 


used in the last show and he gets, 


good response from the crowd. 
Gabe. 


Riviera, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 30. 
Billy Daniels, Chico & Harpo 
Marx, Patti Ross, Riviera Dancers 
(14), Ray Sinatra Orch (14); $2 
| minimum. 


in this opus, in for four frames. 
Daniels is better than ever, 
viding a needed shot in the arm 
for the show at the outset with a 
bouncy “Just One of Those 
Things.” He mellows in “Ail of 
You,” then whips out “Them Their 
| Eyes.”” Backed by a choral g:oup, 
| Daniels does poignant “All of the 
|Things You Are.” He’s a gay 
‘cabellero in “Sway,” then turns on 
; steam for medley of w.k. ballads, 
/upbeat tunes. Solid is fave “My 





carbons | 


Polk | 


Billy Daniels gets all the credit. 


pro-} 


Waidorf-Astoria, mie Be | show with a special materiai song- 
(FOLLOWUP) alog,. A rather unnecessary amount 
The Starlight Roof of the Hote] |! chatter before each song has} 
| Waldorf-Astoria is displaying its | tendency to take edge off eventual | 
' finale for the season with this bill | O'f*ting, but an easy-going per- 
| before the downstairs operation, pages carries her over most of | 
ithe Empire Room, opens. It’s par-| — gp Soi nap 1 Page eis 
‘tially a holdover — session with | + agi nm 
eae’ : babs urn date, continues to 
Xavier Cugat’s band remaining un- | Material better than 
der the direction of vocalist Bob-| viewing several weeks ago and 
| by Ramos, while Cugat and his! manner on stage more reiaxed. 
bride-vocalist Abbe Lane are gal-| Songs on the average are straight 
livanting around Europe. However, versions of the current pops and 
ithe act collection is able to pro-| singer would do well to tighten 
vide some lively hot weather en ip routines. An affable manner is 
tertainment that can entice tne one thing but side bits with the 
Latin dance addicts as well as the ; erch and prolonged iamping 
seekers of the more orthodox of '9 cool audience appreciation. 
amusements. tire show is backed by the Maury 
: Nave Trio and same group pleases 
1s Ramos ” able to get an estab- the Be ica during sanesoation 
lished maximum out of the band. | core = 
) Naturally, he’s not In a position to El Morocco’s new addition, whieb 
impart new twists to the orchestra, | will boost overall seating capacit: 
but he capabiy puts tae crew to 450.-is nearing completion and 
through its accustomed groove.' Josephine Baker for the 
Ramos injects himself nice:y into! opening Oct. 12. Chanteuse will 
the floorshow with vocals, and a_ fo'lowed by Billy Daniels and Paul 
lively demeanor while the conga Gray. Newt. 
drum corps and the marracas con- 
| ungent liven up the hae | Seas Souei. 
; A newcomer here is Neile Cas- | Miami Beach, Sept 
tell, who provided the hot vocals | Robbins, Barry 
with the Lecuona Cuban Boys and ‘ 
who has now gone into business 
{for herself. She’s further described 
}under New Acts. 
Also giving the show a new fa- 
cade is Bobby Winters, one of the 
‘top jugglers around. Winters, who 
iis a skilled manipulator, has a keen 
; sense of comedy and is abte to get| make this spot a 
a maximum reaction in this room. | after-dark cruisings. 
His work with the clubs, balls and | 
tambourines geis laughs as well as 
mittings. {locations on the Beach annually. 
| The Garcias are holdovers from} Showing no signs of his recent ill- 
‘the show that has ‘been running | ©SS. the suave yarn-spinner works 
i here all summer. They are beely | ot —- oh agsery, plus 
; Latin terpers who do weil in the | fashion eee. ae wore 
|Kind of dancing that cails for the }t9 solid reception. Works in a 
|male to carry a glass of wacer on | parody of a French dame engaged 
(his head. It’s a standard routine }tg g Texan, and tops matters with 
; that rarely fails to excite the cus-}4 “This Is Your Life’ spoof on 
| tomers. |‘*Papa” Gabor. 
Per usual, Mischa Borr's Orch Barry Blake 
| provides the relief with a pictur-, 
'esque set of dance tunes encom- | 
| passing Latin as well as the sets. 
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impress. 
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Archie Blake, 
PUL, 

A moppet and a vet 
combine to make the 


cafe comic 
current 


| oceanfronter 


stop on 


pame down here 
gagement at Copa City in the June 
Taylor production in which he did 
a sock takeoff on Jackie Gleason. 


'cover $2. 


| AS: 6 


tends | 
En-| 


be | 


Miami Bech. 


bill | She vocal talent 
lin the Biue Sails Room of this| For a 
a pleasant session for |} 
\the regulars and vacationers who} fect is rather distasteful. 
their | 


Mocambo., L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 1. 
Jana Mason, Olivette Miiler & 
Bert Gibson, Paul Herbert Orch 
(6), Arnold Koppitch Orch (3); 


personality singer with a 
goid command of her vocal range, 
Jana Mason must be rated with the 


;more promising performers of the 


younger set. On her second stand 
at the Mocambo the progression 
toward greater recognition is 
marked. She has looks to go with 
the voice and this should parlay 
her into the winner’s circle. 

An occasional wisp of styling 
edges her tonal exercise and 
whether it comes up a_ soothing 
ballad or a jumpy rhythm the end 
result is pleasantly approving. Her 
repertoire could be overhauled 
with less of the old standards and 
more of special material. of such 
as “If It Weren’t For Us Girls.” 
She Has a teasing way with a song 
that accentuates her coquetery. 

Booking of the Negro act 
| Olivette Miller & Bert Gibson in 
support places Miss Mason at a 
distinct disadvantage. Miss Milter 
lis billed as a swing harpist but 
spends more time singing while 


of 


Freddy Galo Orch; $2.50 bev. mini-| Gibson indulges in some intricate 


| hoofing. Two femme singers on 
| the same bill, back to back, is any- 
thing but smart routining. Nor has 
for a Strip ‘boite. 
Gibson dons jong 
terp team, but the ef- 


finish 


lcurls as a 


Fred Katz gives musicianly aid 


to Miss Mason at the piano and 


; z > | . : - 
Archie Robbins is no stranger to | the floor polishers take their beat 
i this area, having played the better | from Paul Hebert’s orch and the 


combo of Arnold Koppitch. 


Helm. 
Ciro’s. Hollywood 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Katherine Dunham and Co. (24), 
Dick Stabile’s Orch (9); cover $2- 
$2.50. 


The torrid terp tempoes of Kath- 
erine Dunham and her troupe 





early last winter for a season en- | kept pace with outside tempera- 


tures at Saturday night’s 3) kick- 
off in this Sunset Strip spot, but 
customers watched the sizzling, 


- Yiddisha Mama,” which leads UP| With Cugat’s band doing the His- 
to exit on encore cails after stand- | panic tempi, Borr’s men _ reverse 
ards wrap-up “Old Black Magic.” | their usual roles by providing a lot 


one-purpose dancing in complete 


He’s practically a native, now at- I , 
comfort, so well was the air con- 


; tending a local private school and 


a | 


OS, Who stroked her way to the | 


jilled ac aan : 
med aS acromaniacs, a fast opener | 


sophisticated | 


pop faves, special | 


Benny Payne’s byplay with Daniels 
during 88 accompanying is humor- 
ous as usual, 

Chico and Harpo Marx need a 
rewrite of Chico’s. patter and 
| Harpo’s ancient skits, like the one 
where he uses raven-tressed so- 
prano, Lucille Smith, for a_ foil 
during his silent miming. Harpo 
harps only high spot on the Broth- 
ers Marx turn with a good string 
medley of w.k. tunes. Brothers 
;}double up on a miniature mouth 
|organ and piano for “Gypsy Love 
Ssatirically vocalled by 
Miss Smith. “I’m Always Blow- 
|ing Bubbles’ sees Harpo puffing 
‘soap suds through a 
|Windup is comedy mimes 
| Harpo suggested by Chico. 
Patti Ross contorts eye pleasing 





| Song,” 


by 


‘figure during lightweight choreog- 


raphie turn. Kicker is gyration 
|; atop a piano that has her back- 
|bending to reach keyboard for 
brief tinkling. Riviera 
are good in opener, returning at 
‘center in an artistically designed 
diagram called “Voodoo.” Ray 
Sinatra is excellent at podium. 

1(Q) 


tech- | 
but 


Beverly Hills. Newport 
Newport, Ky.,.Sept. 3. 
Carter, Andrea Dancers 
Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
Dick Hyde, Gardner Benedict 
Orch (10), Jimmy Wilber 
Larry Vincent; $3 minimum 
Saturdays. 


Jack 
{ = rr 


(9) 


34 


4 
4 


Jack Carter, in for his third time 
lat Greater Cincy’s ace cafe, adds 
ito his rooting section with a socko 
40 minutes of song, terps and 
stories plus mimicry. A couple of 
‘the tales, however, may well be 
reserved for — stags. Energetic 
young comic does clever 
lof show biz greats in a cycle 
special tunes. Carter’s material 
sparkling and his soft shoe work 
sprightly. His Texas drollery is 
above par. 

Andrea Dancers, just over 
|Europe and newcomers here, score 
in their adagio routine, “Symphony 
of Movement.” Femme member of 
the trio. a petite cutie in opera 
‘length hose and brief skirt, 
effective in solo acrobatics when 
not being twished and tossed by 
|her male partners. The men, strik- 
‘ing in tails, are top showmen. A 
solid eight minutes in any com- 
pany. 

Three numbers bs 
Dorben Dancers, with 
singing emcee, and 
‘the Gardner Benedict 
tribute to an hour ol 
tainment. 


) de 
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from 
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the Dorothy 
Dick Hyde 
backing ol 
ere COn- 
class enter- 


Koll. 


as 


clarinet. | 


Dancers | 


~ } 
Trio, 


takeoffs | 


' working the hotel spots on occa- 
| sion. The savvy is startling in one 
so young. He comports himself 
with authority, selling a song in 
ood manner, working iut a tap 

Houston, Sept. 1. here ' 
Mary Meade with Ted Rerucin ;routine, does the trademarked 


4 é : : , Gleason impresh, then hits the big 
;|Cardint, Henry King Orch; $1.50 | sendoff palming with a song-key- 
/$2.50 cover. 


boarding session. He’s 
more video guest shots. 

Freddy Calo orch 
‘brace of acts in top style. 


of pop sets. Jose. 


Shamrock. Houston 


ready for 

The Shamrock Hilton inn has 
met the fall month and the up- 
|surge in Houston night life with 
one of its strongest shows in many 
frames. 

Stumbling, surprised antics of 
} Cardini are geared neatly for open- 
ler leaving customers happy, but 
not sated for the headliner. Magi- 
ician has unassuming, throwaway 
| Style that’s easy to take. He draws 
yvocks and mitt volleys aplenty,run- 
ning through card sleight-of-hand 
| startlers, and plucking endless sup- 
iply of lighted cigarets out of air 
and his mouth. He can also make 
a cue ball come alive and crawl on 
this hand. 
| Mary Mead 


Lary. 


Desert Inn. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 29. 
Johnnie Ray, Jack Durant, Donn 








Orch (14); $2 minimum. 

The Desert Inn ops have 
'ing to worry about biz-wise during 
ithe four stanzas that Johnnie Ray 
|wails his sock repertoire top- 
‘liner of this Painted Desert Room 
;opus. Star belts “All Of Me” 
|*Glad Rag Doll” for zippy opening. 
During “Walking My Baby Back 
|Home,’ he ambles”' through 
dience smooching gals 
istrikes his metier in “If You 
j lieve.” Under low kes lighting, 
hits a mellow note at piano for “As 
Time Goes By.” Powertul is his 
“Alexander’s Rag Time sand,” 
'which is contrasted by poignant 
“With These Hands a 

Flair for comedy and all around 
manship is revealed in “Such 
ght.’ Ray goes back to the 
run the gamut of emotiofts 
first hits, “Little 
and “Cry.” In a southland } 
“Jubilee,” he whips au- 
dience into a frenzy. Wrapup has 
him returning with Donn Arden | 
dancers to maintain spiritual pace 
in “Got So Many Million Years.” 
All in all, Ray packs a big punch 

In his slot, Jack Durant has 
ea struck a perfect niche. At per- 
, formance caught (29), iis slam 
EI Morocco. Montreal ‘hie routines, although they are 

: Montreal, Aug. 29. only lv altered since last trip 

Fawzia Anrira, Geene Courtney,| here, go over solidly Audience 
Ric Romano, Maury ‘Kaey Trio; no. goes for his patrolling the ring 
miniinNuUm, slapping patrons’ backs following 
a punch line (‘that’s one 
hev? !”) of a gag dea 
ously with the distaff members ol 
the house. Strictly, a pressure sales- 
man, Durant is quickly received 
by the devotees of night life on 
this circuit. Mimes of Tony Mar- 
tin and Gable, which are insured 
for laughs by a_ pratfall, climax 
comic’s turn, 

Arden Dancers move. through 
lilfing opener called “The Magic 
Lamp” which brings out the tech- | 


as 


e whips nimble pipes 
through fast-paced repertoire that 
‘has enough specials to give dis- 
|tinctiveness. Tops of her offerings 
iis the Halo commercial as it would 
'be done by Cole Porter, Irving 
'Berlin, Rodgers & Hammerstein. 
Thrush sings intimate style large- 
Iv. but can belt to good effect 

Her ear-pleasing ling is abetted 
by pert good looks and an ebullient 

personality. She also shows sock '! 
mime ability in talk and sing nov- | 
eltvy which includes carbons of 
Dinah Shore. Georgia Gibbs, Patti 
Page. Dorothy Shay and Hilde 

garde. 

She rounds out 
Do Something To 
Gallic touches via ‘Pigalle,’ ‘‘La 
Vie En Rose,” et al, and runs 
through hits written by composer- 
accompanist Ted Grouya. Bode. 
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Morocco layout packs 
both male and female 
payees and shapes up one of 
the neatest showcases seen in this 
swank room for several months. 
Headliner in current offering is 
Fawzie Amira, a slight Egyptian 
dancer who has a built-in gyration 
Clad in the briefest bit of costum- 
ing in Montreal since tie} 
vice probe, Miss Amira undulates 
through several varied routines 
with pretty much the same results. | nical wizardry of turn ta- 
All results are satisfying and the’ bles, special effects and backdrops 
that follow the dead Carlton Hayes and orch provide 
while she is working is good musical assist throughout. 
something Herman Capps’ percussion unit is 
Blond solid behind Ray. Alan. 


Current E! 1g humor- 
a boot tor 
as 


seen 
stage’s 
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silence 
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ene Courtney tees o/f 


accomps the} 


noth- | 


and | 


au- | 


He really | ‘ 


he | 


White | That’s 


;}tomers readily 


ditioning performing its function. 
If the heat wave continues Ciro’s 
could do as well just advertising its 
cooling system. 

The Dunham outfit, exponent of 
sex in dance, wastes no time get- 
ting down to the fundamentals of 
what it is offering. All of what the 
group does is not good, but there’s 
}enough of the latter to rate ring- 
sider interest through the 55 min- 
jutes. Program varies from jungle, 
{Latin, rythym-and-blues to old- 
{timey in its song and dance pat- 
terns. A fair opener is ‘‘Angelica,” 
in which Miss Dunham is a bad 
little girl apparently with only one 
thing in mind. This single-pur- 





Arden Dancers (18), Carlton Hayes} poseness adds sauce to all of her 


/numbers and she takes full advan- 
itage of it. 
| Seven of her troupe support 
“Angelica” and then eight are used 
for the snappier “Nebo.” A Conga 
laffair is another sizzler with two 
i gals and a male going oft into ex- 
temporaneous expressions of birds- 
and-bees lore. “Concert Mambo,” 
“Barrelhouse Shimmy” and 
“Naughty Georgia Brown” trom 
‘Cabin In the Sky” are among the 
other better offerings. Oddly, best 
received was the quintet vocalling 
|of a medley of oldies in which sex 
was not the driving force. 
The voices, including Miss Dun- 

are very so-so, but all put 
personality into them to 
by. The dancing is better and 
“number is accompanied by 
changes for. freshness. 
say “a company of 24.” 
long count. Brog. 


Eddys’. K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 26. 
Vicki Young, Gary Morton, Les- 
ter Harding Orch (8); $1 cover. 
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The three Eddy brothers have 
paired song and comedy for the 
next fortnight with Gary Morton 
for laughs and perky Vicki Young 
for songs. Morton is back after 
four years, and exhibits virtually a 
‘style in his comedy chatter, 
Miss Young is a songstress 
the Capitol records’ stable 
and climbing fast the night 
club route. 

First inning is Morton’s he 
specializes in a> casual, relaxed 
chatter style, covering most of his 
subjects in almost a throw-away 
manner. It’s different from the 
fast chatter school comedy 
monologue, and is the ¢ 
take All along 
has on the 
about three rs 
disks which hit 
fn propor- 
she’s lightly 
has to knuckle down 
crowd she can do it. 
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The Water Gipsics 


London, Sept. 1. 

Pete Saunders production of musical 
p! i two acts (10 scenes), adapted 
fro toby A. P. Herbert; book ant 
lyric - Herbert; music, Vivian Ellis. Stars 
Dora Bi ; Pamela Charles, Peter 
Graves i.aurie Payne; features Jerry 
Verno. Doris Hare, Wallas Eaton, Geor- 
rina Cor n. Prudence Hyman. Staged 
by Cy! les Hiekman; decor, Berkeley | 
Suteh choral arrangements, Ellis: 
d ince ranvements, Narice Allen. At 
Winter Garden, London, Aug. 31, “ov: 

) ) ? 
Vii r x , Dora Bryan 
Jane Bell ...ccccreseees Pamela Chia: les 
Albert WD csc see eevee Jerry Verno 
Mrs. H rere . Doris Hare 
Ernest | HS: ccastwes Wallas Eaton 
Fav Mecdows ..ccesess Georgina ¢ ookson 
Mr. Bi i i +.9 cetreepes ; Peter Graves 
Fred ¢ S| aE Laurie Payne 
Mr. Green 7Tr Ernest Butcher 
Mrs. ( n .. Margot Cunningham 
Mr. Woatke George James 
Ruth Walker ....ee-- Prudence Hyman 
Nor ‘ee Norman Hackforth 
Bunny MOSS. .«<s.«.ses~e Roy Godfrey 
Vei swallOW ..ccces Michael Anthonys 
Greta ¢ re Hazel Jennings 
Michael Dew ‘ David Rees 





In recent seasons, largely as a 
result of a string ef Agathe Chris- 
tie melodrama hits (a couple are 
runnin® now in the West End), 
Peter Saunders has become one ot 
the most independent managers In 
town Now, presumably encour- 
aged by past successes and using 
some of the coin they have earned 
he has branched out in the musical 
field in a production which re- 
unites the team of A. P. Herbert 
and Vivian Ellis. 

The result is disappointing. 
however, and certainly does not 
live up to the grapevine reports 
when the show was on an out-of- 
town tryout. Apart from the ini- 
tial production investment of about 
$60 000, the tuner has a substantial 
weekly operating budget, and is a 
questionable bet to survive long 
enouch to come out of the red. Its 
presentation at the Winter Garden 
is not a help, either, as apart from 
its off{be: 
of the stage are an obvious handi- 
cap. 

Although loaded with simple 
sentiment, Herbert’s adaptation of 
his own best-seller misses bad!v 
and rarely captures the riverside 
atmosphere which contributed so 
much to the success of the novel. 
His lvrics are freauently better 
than the book and Ellis’s music has 
a pleasing sinceritv, but there isn’t 
a smash song in the show. 

A couple of numbers, notably 
“Clip-C'op” and “This Is Our 
Secret’ sre pleasant enough, but 


several others are lifted from com- | 
mediocrity by the sheer) 


paretive 
force of personality exhibited by 
Dorn Bryan. 
garded as a comedienne. she had 
never previously appeared in a mu- 
sical and her undisputed triumph 
Is the one positive outcome of the 
production. 

The principal romantie role is 
laved in naive, gauche style by 
edd Charles, although her sing- 
Ing is cuite adequate for the sen- 
timental ballads. She’s the servant 
girl who has to decide between 
three men. One i 


the loenl agitator and a powerful 
voice in the affairs of the League 
of Red Youth. Their romance 


comes to an end the night before 
the intended nuptials when he dis- 
covers been posing in the 
nude against his instructions. 

The second prospect is an artist 
(Peter Craves), but after a night 
of luxury 


sho’s 


“anlizac > ivec ; © feapant | Council o rez itai "eViV: ir y ; 
realizes he lives in a_ differen unell of Great Britain) revival of dram. | and Dorothy Waring announce 
world. So she finally takes the il-| Ut. three acts by William Shakespe>re. |), . " : : 
vorid. . he tne axes | iged by Michael Ben‘hall: administra. | P'ans for a Broadway production | 
literate bargeman (Laurie Payne),| tive director, Alfred Francis: decor ana!of “Packaged in Paris,” a musical | 
y} inc haa yy cte: ‘ , »p | Costumes, Audrey ; as: usic ‘rede. ! . = eae amen 
who | b n het steadfast wooer | Costumes. udrey Pruaées: music. Frede with book and lyrics by Marion 
through the story. burch, Aug. 30, °55; $2.10 top. oe j}and music by Revel... Robert C. 
Production-wise, the show makes ed ag John Woodvine, Charles Gra Schnitzer, general manager ot | 
. > ‘ Ss MOSGQE os utsesssas mera ross | 1" ’ . ’ } 
no pretense at competing with the | Cases “k Gwilh, | ANTA’s International Exchange | 
: tt} ES ; . errr rrr Jack Gwillim ; ‘ 2 
lavish Broadway imports. There’s Calpu os dwdice ox ce Rosemary Harris | Program, and his director-wile | 
no dancing and the chorus is often) pois, Soto mats ae oe Marcella Cisney, due back today 
. . ‘ de : eo ser togers “ : 7 . : 
like a choir. But as this is a “play Cassius Richard Wordsworth | (Wed.) from New Engtand vacation. 
with music.” that’s understand- Sonepiretons ag Pegg ance snl Maggie Curran is the new pro- 
ahlo Se He ery ae F James illiers, Edware larvey. gee A a 2 A 
: rhe Decor Is effective without Bryan Pringle, Dennis Holme. | duction coordinator for the Equity 
+t spectacular, but Charles ree Dudley Jone Library Theatre, with Herbert 
H ry ‘ otone anltra a . ort ve y tlle y eae . M ¢ 
Hie kman’s staging lacks the au-) On tie poet Aubrey Morte | Masidson as technical director, Pat 
thority normally associated with} Octavius Caesar John Fraser! Pesmen assistant, and Keith Ken- 
his work. and too many light cues Oth $3 Ronald | Allen, Derek Francis. toupp pressagent Former tele- 
ST Vee . ar “- harles irayv, John Greenwood, Edward oan . ie . 
went awry on opening night. Harvey. Tom Kneebone. Peter Needham. | Vision designer Howard Barker did 
\part from the standout per- Derry Nesbitt, David Saire. Job Siewart.| scenery for last week's tryout of 
for nance by Miss Bryan, the act-| Wim eon ey a rnite: Clifford | “Touch of Magic,” starring Signe 
ys gs <— inade-| Courtenay, Annette Crosbie, Gillian Hasso, at the Capri Theatre, At- 
guate although there are several Neason lantic Beach, N.Y 
well-known ames j > CAS —_—_—_— ‘ ; 
) names in the cast The 1 a ae Oscar Karlweis, currently acting | 
Muro ie London Old Vic revival of jn the film. “Meet Me in La 
tae “Julius Caesar” is a worthy feature ese) aie se fall 
Ret f Vizeel of Edinburgh’s annual interna vegas, returns to Berlin this fall 
Ad a - AagnReSS ren ] fontival A ‘large Pet gape wT ito resume appearances in the Ger- 
Edinburgh, Sept. 1 saa Se “on "| man language edition of “Teahouse 
N D ay i, ; chosen, does justice to the famous ” > 
4G Lid. preseniatior oe epee - of the August Moon . Ben 
of | m Club Thea Group Shakespeare: lines h J 
ro produ Shi pearean Ines, with John | wag peep aa 0 
tion of ina in taeas Abee dies aeeeens | & sed sirihabcagss - washer, who pressagented rhe 
is TA Wil Bs ,2cts scene Neville attracting most praise as aj pp. a ps , 
ites ed by the author: | Vip nant canrl ; Rainmaker,” has resigned as Ethel 
iatiimas. % beth Taplay. At St. Man. vibrant searlet-robed Mare Antony. | | inder >i ’s eSS: 
H h, Sept. 1, °55 Play, staged by Michael Bent.| mee Reiner’s pressagent and 
M Utki Barbara Bolton | al] pp Ate Poy Woe coca ; Will not handle “Jazz Getaway,” 
R a Sh frame setting, is part of the third which she will ce-produce with 
John } ball ils, pe -} - P aw 
ve ; Gordon Phiilott year process of the Old Vic's five- Howard Bay. , 
Irina : R emary Dorken | \oap sian te eresset a 26 of Beulah Bondi arrived Saturday 
tN Jermot MacMahon . " e Se ¢ 00 ) (3 ° ‘y > > > » 
So Frank Jerram Shakespeare plays from the First!” een Europe on the Nieuw \m- 
-- Folio. In the early days of the) 5" rdam ressagent Frank 
« Pramatic new play by young group, from 1914 to 1923, all 36;G@09dman has resigned as New) 
Soul \frican writer John Wil nis cove performed, thus making| »0"k rep the Arthur Jacobs public 
i tine yt Manca .aP > ' 1 ° ~ rie . — e . . 
a fi t perform ner by B the Old Vie the first theatre in the |! lations firm and will open his 
ae Onn ratton in the ( orld to achieve a complete cycle, , Own office, handling the ircomine 
s ae = mag en ee us \) cycle is now being effected.| “Delilah” and “Wooden Dish” legi 
i Ll his twi other we ‘ ; 4 . : , : 
n brother, head ot Caesar” is enacted in this lat-j shoy plus television accounts, 


1t location, the limitations | 


Although warmly re- | 


(Wallas Eaton) is} 


in an’ hotel, the heroine | 


Abroad 


'the state police. The arduous part 
'is played with skill and energy. 
The play, while in a familiar 
vein, is generally absorbing. It is 
set in a fictitious European capital 
in a lodging house where three 
young people plan to assassinate 
the state leader. 
These three players, 
Dorken, Jack Rodney 
ton, 
agonies of a trio of conspirators. 


Rosemary 
and Strat- 


Apart from Stratton'’s semi-mad 
plotter, Rodney is suitably high- 


strung as the idealistic student and | 
Miss Dorken acts with sincerity as | 


his country gal lover. 


Dialogue is taut, and the offstage | 


effects create the portentious air 
of impending revolution. Gordon 
Phillott’s vet lodger in the room- 
ing house shows experienced char- 
acter skill. The entrance of the 
jack-booted twin brother is well 
timed. 

Elizabeth Taplay has designed 
an adequate lodging-room set. and 
the author’s direction shows 
thought and imagination. Play has 
a possible film potential. Gord. 


Postiman’s Knock 
Glasgow, Aug. 30. 


John K. Gibson (by arrangement with 
Stonleyx Willis-Croft) production of com 
edy by Frank Shellev. Stars Hermicwe 
Baddeley, Helene Cordet, Henry Moltison 
Staged bv the author: decor, Jefferson 
Strone At King’s Theatre, Glasgow, 
Aus, 29. ’55: $1.20 top 
Leura Saintsburs Hermione Boddele 
ED wry Groce y a dre os ae ae Lisel Benumont 
Rn Oe a eid, cme Soa gig Sina Join Gale 
MiIarcus Saintsbury Henry Mollison 
Perey Sloane Gordon Whitine 
wee cs A ek baewemeen Svivia Bidimeead 
Sonia Valtovy Helene Cordet 

New comedy by _ actor-director 
Frank Shelley is hardly. brisk 
humor and, for most of its three 


acts, is a too-talky affair, bogged 
down by a weak and uninteresting 
plot. 

Play is hardly worthy of such 
British comedy talents as Hermi- 
one Baddeley and Henry Moilison. 
Marquee value is enhanced by the 
name of Helene Cordet, Greek- 
born cabaret star of tv, making a 


promising incursion into legit. 

| Theme is one of romantic wor- 
ries as a fussy and partiv-eccen- 
| tric authoress tries to match off 


; her son to the poised and beautiful 


‘actress spending the week-end as | 


Suest at their rural home. Also 


' guesting with the family is an awk- | 


'ward be-spectacled young modern 


comvoser who knows little of the 
| disteff sex. 

Miss Baddeley 
comedy flair 


brings strong 
to the novelist roie. 
| flamboyant rig-up. Miss Cordet is 
captivating as a Greek-born actress 
| with a Russian name. 

Two young people are adeauate- 


lv plaved by Lisel Beaumont and 
| John Gale, and Mollison suggests 
distinguished middleage as_ the 


novelist’s out-of-town husband with 
several secret weekend affairs to 
his diseredit. Gordon Whitlinz 
scores as the composer, and Sv!vii 
Bidmead’s pert little maid is a 
minor gem 

Shelley has directed this 
three acter, with a standout 
ing room set 
Plav is 
tober, 


weak 


by Jefferson Strong. 
bound for London in Oc- 
Gord. 


Julius Caesar 

Edinburgh, Sept. 1. 
: tival Society 
oO, an 


Edinburgh Fe 


ae : “at 
of Old Vie association with Arts 


project the gripping mental | 


and sweeps in and out of scenes in| 


draw- | 


Couldn’t Face Himself 


Arnold Moss, returning from 
an appearance in the “Salute 


to France” presentation of 
“Medea” in Paris, was ma- 
rooned for 48 hours in the 


Azores because of plane trou- 
ble. Since the tiny island ham- 
let lacks facilities for tourist 
stopovers, there were inade- 
quate accommodations for eat- 
ing, sleeping, etc. 

Local officials proudly an- 
nounced the weekly entertain- 
ment would be available Sun- 
day night. However, it turned 
out to be a Portuguese-dubbed 
edition of “The Loves of Ca- 
men,” starring Rita Hayworth, 
with Moss in a featured role. 





“The idea of seeing myseif 
playing the Portuguese was 
more than I could take,” the 


actor explains, “Even though it 
was the only thing to do on 
the island, I passed it up.” 











est production on a pillar-encased 


staircase, with deft direction giv- 
ing a sense of movement in the 


streets coi Rome. The Audrey Crud- 
das decor is noteworthy in the 
; mossive tented scene of the second 
act. 

While dimmed lighting 
obscures the stage, it also helps 
io illuminate in center-stage the 
main figures of the murder drama, 
bright and contrasted robes sin- 
gling out such as Caesar in purple, 
Antony in scarlet, Portia in white. 

Paul Rogers shoulders the Bru- 
tus role with a gentleness that 
grows into dramatic intensity in 
the last act. Richard Wordsworth 
is a and other 


rather 


scheming Cassius, 
solid portrayals are by Jack Gwil- 
lim as Caseca and John Wood as 
Decius Brutus. 


Gerald Cross is a_ too-gentle 
| Caesar, lacking in imperious 
stature, but Wendy Hiller puts 
dramatic intensity into the _ tor- 


tured Portia, and Rosemary Harris 
has little to do but look the part 
as Cuesar’s wife Calpurnia. 








Gord. 
Legit Bits 
Morris Carnovsky has been 
signed for the Robert LL. Joseph 


production of “Tiger at the Gates,” 
*Carnovsky's recent New York ap- 
| pearances were in “The World of 
'Sholem Aleichem” and in last sea- 
son’s production of ‘Three Sisters.” 

Jack Schlissel, general manager 
for “Fanny,” back ~som Havana 
/vacation ... “The Rope Dancer,” 
a drama by Morton Wishengrad, is 
being readied for ftall- winter 


| Broadway production by Hollywood | 


scenarists Thelma Schnee and Ivan 
Tors Edna Best may star as 
the socially ambitious mother in 
“The Reluctant Debutante,” the 
London comedy to be done on 
Broadway by Gilbert Miller. 
Joshua Logan will produce and 
divect “Middle of the Night,” Paddy 
Chayefsky’s adaptation of his own 
television drama, on Broadway this 
| winter Rone'd Alexander has 
authored a comedy, “The Visitor,” 
iwhich Shepard Traube has sched- 
‘uled to produce on direct this 
iseason ... Betty Field wil! costar 
vith Uta Hagen and Leurence 
Harvey in “Island of Goats.” 
George Marion Jr., Harry Revel 


presentation | 


~  Strawhat Reviews 


Debut 


Matunuck, R. 


j 
| Mike Wallace, McCullough & 
| Donald Wolin production of comedy in 
| three acts (ive scenes), by Mary 

| Stars Marjorie Steele, Tom 
| features G. Albert Smith. Conrad 
Patricia Kirkland, Elizabeth Watts, 
belle Moore, Estelle Hemsley. 
McCullough; setting, Dominic 
lighting, 
the-Sea, Matunuck, 
755; $3.60 top. 


L., Sept. s. 


Andrew 


Helmore; 
Eula- 
Jusxevich: 


R. 1. Aug. 29-Sept. 3, 


{| Anna Eulabelle Moore 
| Maria Beraud .....- Marjorie Steele 
| Marjorie Wansford.....Patricia Kirkland 
| Capt. Beraud {.i.ssve<e% G. Albert Smith 
Aunt Phoebe ; Elizabeth Watts 
Lid hele Estelle Hemsies 
Dabney Featnerstone...... Conrad Janis 


| Winthrop Spaulding Tom Helmore 


| “Debut” is a fast sex comedy, 


Drayton, | 
cent 


Staged by 


| 
' 


tions, smart dialogue and an im- 
aginative idea. 
Plays opens with a promising 


| first act, revolving about the con- 


j 


Janis, 


| The 


Tommy Jordan. At Theatre By- | 


flict between an orphaned, adoles- 
daughter, given to fanciful 
flights of imagination, and her 
practical bridge-building father, 
youngster, obsessed’ with 
whimsical ideas about flight, space 
and disappearance, has the house- 


hold in a continuous turmoil be- 
tween reality and imagery. She 


climaxes the conflict with the tale 


j that the 20th floor, directly below 


studded with gags and laughs situ- | 


| ations. It looks like a 
ithe new production team of Mike 
Wallace, Andrew McCullough & 
Donald Wolin. 

In this strawhat tryout, it 
tivated a capacity audience in the 
600-seater after overcoming 


winner for 


their penthouse, has disappeared, 
She tops that by a self-disappear- 


| ing trance into the realms of “Alice 


in Wonderland.” 


After the lively opener, the 
, author reverts to fantasy in the 
| rewritten second act. This makes 


cap- | 


the | 


hurdle of a weak first act. A gen-| 


eral tightening and a reworking of 
the first act seems indicated. 
lowing for that. the play should be 
good tor a durable run. 

Attraction is focussed on the 
superb acting of Marjorie Steele. 
whose delightful portrayal of the 
hovdenish heroine should captivate 
Broadwey when the show 
there. The actress has an unusual 
speaking voice, slightly husky and 


melodious, with excellent range. 
The tall blonde looker is compel- 


ling from her opening scene, clad 


Al- | 


reaches | 


heavy going, brightened only by the 
family’s assorted efforts to bring 
back the missing moppet. The deft 


writing of the first act loses its 
polish and lightness. The closing 
stanza regains the spirit of the 


Opening one, closing on the play- 
wright’s apparent thought that oniv 
a thin line separates reality and 
tantasy. . 


Sue Ann Gilfillin gives a good 
account of herself in the role of 
the semi-doubting, semi-believing 


aunt, with an understanding of the 
anguishes of adolescence. She has 


a fine sense of timing. An able 
|;performance is given by Paul 
Stickles as the elevator boy wha 
i brings back the girl into a new 


in bra and dungraees, to the final | 


act in which she appears in stun- 
ning femme garb. 


“Debut,” said to be extensively | 


rewritten from the © political!y 
satirical 1952 version. now accents 
sex comedy. It involves a_ rebel- 
lious young southern 
crat who wants to unshackle her- 
|! self from generations of convention 
'and gain assurance and knowledge 
\for her forthcoming 


aristo- | 


vision of life. Richard Edelman 
as the bibulous uncle, interested in 
‘ats and seances, lends an amusing 
touch. 

Directorial handling by Bryant 
is brisk and displays feeling for 
the author's finer moments. Will 
Armstrong has designed an im- 
pressive penthouse setting. Imag- 
Inalive use is made of a cyclorama 


‘for the skyline, an integral part 


marriage to: 


| her inexperienced fiance. She ar-/ 


‘anges a trial affair with a foreign 
correspondent visiting her father, 
but walks out of the deal by giv- 
ing him a diverting brushoff. 
| The dialog includes an_ assort- 
j;ment of gags, from topical refer- 
ences to the $64.000 question to 
oldie snappers from the vaudeville 
|files. As the producers have pur- 
in extraneous bits to 


| posely left 
| test audience reaction, there should 
ibe no problem in trimming and 
| putting in a new first act during 
(the upcoming three weeks of re- 
| writing. “‘Debut” is then slated for 
rehearsal and is to open in New 

Haven, thence go to Boston and on 
| to New York. 

The performance of Miss Steele 
is a whiz, as indicated. There are 
_also nice portrayals by Elizabeth 
Watts as a formidable aunt, a part 
that needs some revision, and by 
Tom Helmore as the foreign cor- 
|respondent, Patricia Kirkland as a 
| flirtatious. calculating cousin. G. 
Albert Smith as the  heroine’s 
ifather, Conrad Janis as the inef- 
'fectual fiance, Eulabelle Moore as 
ithe inevitable comedy maid, and 
| Estelle Hemsley in the bit role of 
another servant. 

McCullough’s direction provides 
a shrewd blend of television and 
legit techniques and the single set 


{ 





| 


} 


by Dominic Juskevich is appropri- | 


ate. 


“Debut” has strong potential. 


Guy. 


— 


The Bridge and the 
Bumblebee 
Williamstown, Mass., Aug. 25. 
Williamstown 
production of 


| Joe A. 
Bryant 


Theatre Foundation, 
comedy in three 
Greenhoe. Staged by David C 
J.; scenery. Will Armstrong. At 
| Adams Memorial Theatre, Williamstown, 


Tne. 
acts, by 


At this stage of development, ! 


| Mass., Aug. 23, ’55; $2.20 top. 
James Cameron John Frid 
| Lucille Reynolds ..... Sue Ann Gilfillan 
| Phoebe Cameron ...... Casey Keese 
Chester ; Paul Stickles 
Philip Reynolds ....... Richard Edelmen 
Police Lieutenant Bernie Kukofi 
Police Sgt. Spiker ...... Mather Bacon 
mite Manele ..icccsiacs Elin Brown 
CRTOPOIIIBT 2c ccicscseas Cynthia Harris 
PGesmre Cat os iccscace Evans Evens 
Tweedledee ........... Mary Lois Baker 
Tweedledum Evans Evans | 
Se 

This tenuous comedy had _ its 


baptism as a fantasy back in 1951, 
before an invited audience, by the 
Yale drama department. At that 
time it garnered a co-winning spat 
for the Blevins Davis award, for the 
best script by a drama department 
student. Since then the playwright 
has written a complete new version 
of the second act and 
| the work a comedy. Director David 
Bryant, Jr., selected the script, 
after reading 22 others, for the first 
new play of the initial season at 

this theatre. 
| The unveiling for cash customers 
‘has not turned up a commercial 
| sleeper Its potentialities along 
ithat line are remote. But it has 
new writer a chance to 


offered a 
‘display a flair for comedy situa- 


re-labeled | 


‘ 


oi the daughter’s dreamland. 
Russ. 





Show Out of Town 





| everything 





Storm in the Sun 
Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 


Stage Society, production of drama in 
three acts by Fern Mosk and Anne Tav- 
lor. Staged by Leslie Abbott; sets. light- 
ing, Marvin Marton. At Ivar Theatre 
Hollywood, Aug. 18; $2.20 top. ; 
poly Breese Nancy Randall 
Say A Breeze Patrick Mille: 
Nz 1) Breeze Se Maxine Cooper 
Dangerous Hamer .. Gary Barber 


Addie Hamer APE Helena Nash 
+ eter da «Da: enpie'e Bien nigele Donna Boswell 

ree AO rts ies iaia aiacein at Naney Irgang 
Dick Bainbridge eee man Jim Hyland 
ag etkiainak ace ei Shirley Cytron 
Mr. Mc ek AA S. John Launer 
MATH WORSON 5 ks éccicccccs. Sid Clute 
Walter Reiner ............. Peter Brocco 





With some drastic rewriting and 
cutting out of extraneous material, 
there is a mildly interesting play 
in this new drama by Fern Mosk 
and Anne Taylor. The problem, 
that of a schoolteacher falsely ac- 
cused of immoral acts by a young 
pupil, has been dealt with dramati- 
caily On tv, but also has the mak- 
ings of a fair stage vehicle. The 
trouble here is that the authors 


|use the plot as a sounding board 


for their opinions on practically 
under the sun, and 
their opinions are neither original 
nor particularly interesting. 

The production given by the 
Stage Society is of little help to 
the play, Leslie Abboit’s staging 
being uneven and s!ow-paced. The 
acting is on the mediocre side, the 
cast sometimes underplaying to the 
point of indifference, other times 
going into a bellowing frenzy. 

The opening is particularly dead- 
ly, consisting of one of those do- 
mestic scenes with mom, pop and 
daughter sitting in a little dining 
nook upstage, so far away from the 
audience as to lose all contact. The 


dull family conversation makes 
this little loss, except that the 
audience is kept waiting for the 
play to get started. 


Patrick Miller, Maxine Cooper 
and Sid Clute are some of the more 
important players who fail to im- 


press. Peter Brocco plays a 
drunken lawyer in a_ singularly 
unimaginative style and Nancy 


Randall is a typical stage moppet. 
About the only performers to click 
Salisfactorily are Helena Nash as 
a next-door neighbor and voung 
Gary Barber as her son. 

The single set by Marvin Marton 
serves its purpose. Milt, 


Current Stock Tryouts 


(Sept. 5-18) 








And the Leaves Cried, by John Strad- 
ley -~Red Barn, Westboro, Mass. (13-17). 
Mighty Man Was He, by Arthur Kober, 


George Oppenheimer (Claudette Colbert) 
Ogunquit (Me. Playhouse (5-10) Re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Aug. 17, °55). 


What Ever Happened, musical, with 
book by Francis Swann, songs by Al 
Moritz--Hilllop Yheatre, Lutherville, Md. 


(13-18), 
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R &H Set Precedent and B.0. Marks, 


Put St. Loo, K. 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. A 

Thanks to Richard Rodgers and | 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d the St. 
Louis Muny operated in the black 
for its 37th season of outdoor mu- 
sicals, which closed Aug. 27. 

The 12-week series in the 11.- 
937-seat al fresco playhouse in 
Forest Park drew 679.662 total at- 
tendance for an estimated total 
gross of $496,000. The attendance 
figure was a drop of 14,767 from 
Jast year. Top price was $3. 

There were only two perform- 
ances rained out, but a cold and 
wet June, plus the prolonged heat 
wave in July hurt attendance for 
the Municipal Theatre Assn. op- 
eration. The last previous loss of 
performances because of weather 
was during 1952. Without the two 
eancellations this year, the attend- 
ance would presumably have 
tonped 1954. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein were | 
not only the top grossers of the 
season, but set new all-time at- 
tendance records. In fact, the un- 
precedented turnouts for the two- 
week engagement of “South Pa- 
cifie’ and the solo week of “King 
and I” were largely responsible 
for the operation recouping the 
$75,000 guaranteed by 1,458 local 
supporters. The all-time attend- 
ance record for a single night was 
12.137 at the Aug. 20 performance 
of “South Pacific.” 

Moreover, the faet that the last 
six weeks of the schedule were 
devoted to R & H was in itself 
unique in Muny annals. No other 
author-composer collaborators had 
ever been represented by more 
than two, or perhaps three, shows 
during a single season. Despite the 
rain-out of one perfermance of the 


(Continued on page 67) 


Muni Out of ‘Inherit, 
Undergoes Eye Surgery; 
Cast Melvyn Douglas 


Paul Muni underwent an oper- 
ation for the removal of his left 
eye yesterday (Tues.) at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital, N.Y. His ailment had 
been diagnosed as a tumor. The 
surgeon on the case is Dr. Abra- 
ham L. Kornzweig. . 

The 60-year-old legit-film actor, 
who withdrew as star of “Inherit 
the Wind” after the performance 
of Aug. 29 at the National, N. Y., 
entered the hospital for a series 
of tests. He had felt pain in the 
eve for some time, but continued 
in the Jerome Lawrence-Robert E. 
Lee drama and tried to take things 
easy when not at the theatre. 

Melvyn Douglas, who will take | 
over as star of the Herman Shum- 
lin-Margo Jones production Sept. 
17, has been rehearsing with the 
company since last Thursday (1). 
He cancelled contracts for a tour 
with his wife, Helen Gahagan, in 
® program of readings under the 
title, “One Plus One.” He also 
called off a deal to star in a play in 
London next spring. 

After Muni's withdrawal 
“Inherit” last Tuesday (30), 
starring role was taken over by 
his understudy, Si Oakland, who 
played it for the four performances 
through Thursday night. Shumlin 
then decided to shutter the pro- 
duction temporarily -to allow full- 
time rehearsals of Douglas with 
the entire cast. 

Considering Muni's _ boxoffice 
draw and the tact that his name had 








from 
the 





become associated with the play, | 
there were surprisingly few de- | 
mands for refunds at the four | 


shows he missed. Receipts for the | 
five performances last week were 
almost $12,600, compared with aj} 
$31.400 gross for the previous | 
week's eight performances, includ- 
ing the upped-price weekend. 
Muni’s performance in “Inherit” 
Was selected as the best of last 
season in VARIETY’s annual poll of 
the New York drama critics. 





. b ] . 
Bernie’s at It Again 
Bernard Hart, who was a stage | 
Mmianager before becoming a_ pro-* 
cucer, is taking a return fling at | 
his former vocation with the| 
Broadway edition of “Bus Stop.” 
In partnership with Joseph M. 
Hyman, he is the producer of “An- | 
niversary Waltz,” current at the 
Booth, N. Y. The firm has several 
prospective shows on the fire for 
Production this fall-winter. ' 


Seattle’s Moore Solid; 


C., L'ville in Black 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





State VIP’s to Reenact 
Local History, Bath, N. C. 


Greenshoro, N.C., Sept. 6. 

Top State officials will play 
leading roles in “Queen Anne’s | 
Bell,” to be staged in celebration | 
of the 250th birthday of the Town | 
of Bath, N.C., opening Oct. 4. The 
pageant gets its name from the bell | 
in St. Thomas Church there. It is 
reputed to be 18 years older than | 
the Liberty Bell. | 

Edmund Harding has written the | 
play, which will be in 16 scenes | 
depicting the history of Bath up to | 
the present time. 

Distinguished persons reportedly 
set to appear in the outdoor show 
include Governor and Mrs. Luther 


H. Hodges, former Metropolitan 
Opera singer Norman Cordon, 
novelists Ron Tracy and _ Inglis 


Fletcher and 150 men and women 
from Tau Tribe and the Order of 
Pocahontas. 

The performance will take place 
on a waterside stage to be built 
across the street from Old St. 
Thomas Church. 


Phil Loeb Dies: 





j 





Marcel Marceau Touring | 
U.S. and Canada in Panto | 


French | 


Marcel Marceau, w.k. 
mime, has been set for his first 
tour of the U. S. by Ronald A. 
Wilford Associates. He’ll open 
Sept. 20 for a two-week run at the 
Phoenix Theatre, N. Y., and play 
some New England dates before 
appearing in Montreal late in Oc- 
tober. He will then tour to the 
Coast via U. S. and Canadian dates 
on the legit and concert circuits, 
using community club and decture 
outlets for the latter. 

Marceau made his first Canadian 
appearance last season in Mon- 
treal.. Jean de Rigault is his 
Canadian manager and _ personal 
rep. but Wilford is handling all 
U. S. dates. 





Boston Bookings 
Best in Years; 


Philly Tuneless 


Boston, Sept. 6. 
Hub’s legit season looks likely 
to be the biggest in recent vears, 
with 25 plavs skedded in the first 


| three months, through Dec. 10. 
New entries just announced _in- 
clude Ruth Gordon and Eileen 


Herlie in “The Matchmaker,” Ty- 
rone Power in “A Quiet Place,” 


; and return visits of “The King and 


iI” and “I Am a Camera.” 


Actor, Unionist 


“Quiet Place” is skedded for the 
Plymouth Theatre for two weeks, 


opening Nov. 29. “King and I” will 


'go into the Boston Opera House 


Philip Loeb, the Broadway actor | 
who died last Thursday (1) in New 
York, was relatively little known | 
to the public, but was an important ' 
figure in the theatre. He was rec-, 
ognized as an expert player, an) 
influential force in Actors Equity | 
and, to the hundreds of actors who | 
studied under him at the American | 
Academy of Dramatic Art, as a 
brilliant teacher. 

Loeb, 61, was found dead in bed 
in the Taft Hotel, N. Y., apparently 
from an overdose of sleeping pills. 
A bottle containing 14 tablets was 
on a dressing table. There was no 
note, but the actor had recently 
mentioned the possibility of sui- 
cide, and friends had sought to 
dissuade him from such a course. 


He was registered at the hotel as, 


Fred Lang, of Philadelphia. 
Although Loeb reportedly had a 
contract for a featured role in the 
fortheoming Mare Blitzstein musi- 
eal, ‘‘Reuben Reuben,” he had con- 
fided to friends that he felt that 
his career was just about at an 
end. Also, he had recently under- 
gone a cataract operation and, al- 
though he was told it was success- 
ful, he was due for more surgery 


on his other eye, and he expressed 
worry that he might lose his sight. | 


Loeb felt that he was the victim 
of blacklisting in the theatre and 
television. Long a controversial | 
figure, particularily in Equity af- | 
fairs, he was attacked in January, | 
1952, in ‘“‘Red Channels,”’ which its 

‘Continued on page 67) 





Using Another House. 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 
Bookings are so plentiful for the | 
recently reopened Moore Theatre | 


with Jack Present and Harry Ze- 


Francisco, to book their produc- 


8, and then “Tender Tramp,” Oct. 
14-22, with a fourth entry to be set. 

Among the other Moore bookings 
are “Don Juan in Hell,” starring 
Edward Arnold, Ricardo Montal- 
ban, Mary Astor and Reginald 
Denny, Sept. 25-29, and appear- 
ances by the Seattle Symphony and 


the Northwest Grand Opera 
Katharine Cornell is due, date un- 
specified, in “Dark Is Light 
Enough,” and the other Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society 
subscription offerings will alse 
play the house, i 


| a total of 
| the 
tions were 


for a fortnight starting Oct. 3. Lisa 
Kirk in “J Am a Camera” checks 
into the Wilbur for a fortnight 
opening Nov. 21. 

“Deadfall,” is booked for the 
Wilbur for a week’s run starting 
Oct. 10. “Bad Seed” has been put 


ahead to Nov. 14 for a two wecker | 


at the Wilbur. “Hot Corner,” with 
Sam Levene, is due at the Wilbur, 
| Dee. 10. 
| “Matehmaker,” third play in the 
' subscription series of the Theatre 
| Guild and American Theatre So- 
ciety under auspices of The Coun- 
cil of the Living Theatre, opens 
Oct. 17 at the Colonial Theatre for 
i} two weeks. 

“A View From the Bridge” starts 
the subscription series next Mon- 
day (12) at the Colonial. “Chalk 
Garden” is the Guild’s second sub- 
| scription offering, opening Sept. 26 
|; at the Wilbur. “Pipe Dream,” due 
| Oct. 31 at the Shubert, is the 
| fourth Guild subscription presenta- 
| tion. Other subscription shows due 
are “Child of Fortune” at the Co- 


{ 
| (Continued on page 67) 


STRATFORD, ONT., FEST 
SETS SEASON B.0. MARK 


Stratford, Ont., Sept. 6. 

The Stratford Shakespeare Fes- 
tival’s third season, which closed 
Aug. 27, was the most successful 
thus far. The nine-week offering 
grossed approximately $421,000 on 
126,500 attendance for 
72 performances. The produc- 
“Julius Caesar,” ‘‘Mer- 
chant of Venice” and ‘Oedipus 
Rex,” played in repertory. 

The attendance for the 





1,927- 


| seat tent averaged 91° of capac- 


ity, an increase of 
and $29,000 over 


1,345 payees 
the 1954 totals. 


| The inaugural musie festival drew 





re é ‘i anager Hugh rt 
pad llennse pd bream an additional 14,000 attendance 
into the Palomar. He has set the | 2"@ $32,682 gross for the four- 
vaude unit, “Borscht Capades,” , Week season. 
into the latter house Oct. 1. 

Becket has worked out a od 


Frisco Grip Resigns 


vin, who operate the Carthay Cir- San Francisco. Sept. 6 
cle, Hollywood, and Randolph George Ward, for the last 23 
Hale, who has the Alcazar, San years recording secretary and bus- 


iness manager of Local 16, IATSE 


| tions into the Moore after the L.A. will retire Sept, 19. He's been an 
‘and S. F. runs. First will be officer of the stagehand’s union 
“Lunatics and Lovers,’ due Sept. for 40 years in all. : 

16-24 at the Moore, followed by His successor will be elected at 
“Desperate Hours,” Sept. 30-Oct. | the local’s Sept. 6 meeting. 
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Porgy’ Trip to USSR Delays ‘Blues’: 


Will Tour Aussie and Later China 








‘Dish’ Will Light Cleve.; 


‘Seed,’ ‘Teahouse’ Follow 


+ The forthcoming Moscow en- 
gagement of “Porgy and_ Bess” 
probably means that Robert 
Breen’s contemplated production of 

Harold Arlen-Johnny Mercer 

;musical, “Blues Opera,” cannot 

| be done before next spring. It 


Cleveland, 

“Wooden Dish,” 
Deutsch’s production of a drama 
by Edmund Morris, will open the 


Sept. 6. 


Armand|may even be delayed until the fol- 


lowing fall, a year hence. 


“Blues Opera,” a revised edi- 


local legit season Sept. 26 with tion of the same authors’ 1945-46 


stand at the 
The Louis 
originally 


a tryout 
Theatre. 


starrer, produced 


Hanna | show, 
Calhern | been tailored to fit the voices and 
in | personalities of the leading mem- 


“St. Louis Woman,’ has 


London by Aldrich & Myers with} bers of the “Porgy and Bess” com- 


~Wiltred Lawson in the lead, will | pany. It 


j} also launch the Theatre Guild- 

| American Theatre Society  sub- 
scription season. 

| “Bad Seed,” with Nancy Kelly 


repeating 
| role, will 
booking 


her Broadway 
be the season’s second 
for the Hanna, opening 
Oct. 3, also for a single week. I 
iwill be followed Oct. 10 by the 
second touring edition of “Tea- 
house of the August Moon.’ 
| star Larry Parks, in for 
weeks. 

Atter that, “Kismet” arrives Oct. 
31 for two weeks, with “Anastasia” 
tentatively spotted for Nov. 14. 


Even Bway Was 
Never Like This 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

If U. S. playwrights and _ pro- 
ducers think they have it tough, 
they ought to get a load of the 
Russian theatre. In Moscow, after 
some unidentified bureaucrat 
hands down the government “‘line,” 
, it's up to the authors, theatre man- 


three 





ee 


| 


| volves 
| ments. 


Support “Porgy” 





| 


| 


is intended to be pro- 


|duced as a companion-picce for 
| the 
1} » — : . . oxy > 

| be presented in a repertory or al- 
|ternate-week basis with it. 
starring } 


Heyward-Gershwin work and 


Production of “Blues Opera” in- 
several unusual require- 
The “Porgy” troupe must 
have time to rehearse the new 
work, at a spot where there are 
not only production facilities avail- 


tO | able, but also enough business to 


for the four-week 
period and, most import:nt of all, 
a local management with enough 
coin to supply at least part of the 
financing. No such setup can be 


; worked out before next spring. 
| a ; ' 
Fhe current Latin-American 


tour will close Oct. 22 in Mexico 
iCity, and the company will fly to 
|New York for a week's lavofi{, iis 
first real visit home in two vears. 
'If the proposed CBS-TV deal is 
| worked out, the telecast will be 
done early in November, after 
| which the troupe will plane to Rus- 
sia, perhaps with a couple of 
the satellite countries 


stands in 
jen route. Breen must notify Soviet 
|officials by this mid-week, how- 
}ever, about when during the fall 
ior early winter he prefers to play 
| Moscow. 


agers and even the crilics to carry | 


out what’s officially decreed 
the “truly beautiful, new and pro- 
gressive.” 


On the eve of Moscow's new 
theatrical season, the Communist 
'dogina has just been laid down 


'by the newspaper Pravda, recog- 
nized as the Kremlin mouthpiece. 
A lengthy editorial last week cau- 


as | 


Following the Soviet engage- 
(ment and appearances in Warsaw, 


| Prague, Budapest and Sofia, the 
|“Porgy” group will play various 


German cities it has not vet visited, 
and then have initial envagements 
jin Holland, Denmark, Sweden and 
| Norway. 

| A proposed visit to 


Red China 


‘tioned playwrights and managers is now off until further notice, on 
to offer more material carrying | the advice of the State Dept... but 
the Soviet theme. It asserted that | an Australian tour is being tenta- 
too few plays “deal with the his- | tively worked opt, perhaps for next 


torical-revolutionary 


‘which are so dear to the 


Leninist party.” 


“The Soviet playwright cannot be|as a 


subjeects|spring and summer. 
hearts | that “Blues Opera” would be pro- 
of Soviet men, about the heroism | duced during one of the 
of the Russian proletariat and the | 


It’s possible 


Aussie 
stands. 

! , 

| Also on Breen’s future schedule, 
project in partnership with 


merely an indifferent reporter of | Davis, is a revival of “Wizard of 
life,” the official Russian mouth-j| Oz,” with added material by Ar- 
piece continued. “He must be a/jJen and E. Y. Harburg, who sup- 


passionate fighter defending the | plied the songs for Metro’s 1939 


ideals of the Communist 


st_ Party, | film version, and Fred Saidy. This 
| helping the people to build a new | venture 


would not involve the 


society. Mercilessly and fearlessly, | “Porgy” company, however. 


he must condemn. the 
people who violate Socialist mora!s 
and ethics. The task of exposing 
must be combined with the task of 
asserting everything that is 
beautiful, new and progressive. 
“All this makes it incumbent 
upon the critics to appraise in 
a more exacting way plays 
all theatrical activilies The 
success of the new theatrical season 





and | 


harmful | 


| 
| 


truly | 





Frances Hylan to Tour 
With Canadian Players 
As Joan, Lady Macbeth 


Stratford, Ont., Sept. 6. 
Frances Hyland, Canadian ac- 
tress who has drawn unusual criti- 


will depend upon local Party or- cal attention the last two seasons 

ganizations.” with the Shakespeare’ Festival 

TY ; here, will be the femme lead on 

Chi Strawhat Plunges jtour this fall and winter with the 

Canadian Players. She will play 

the title role in “Saint Joan” and 

On Fall Season of Bard Lady Macbeth in the group's re- 
Chicago, Sept. 6. vival of “Macbeth.” 

The Playwrights Theatre, rep The young actress, sent by the 
sroup which has been without a citizens of her native’ Regina, 
permanent location since its North , Sasketchewan, to study in England, 
Side club was closed down last returned to Canada last year to ap- 
fall because of fire law violations, pear opposite James Mason _ in 
has found at least a temporary “Measure for Measure” at Strat- 
roost at Tony DeSantis’ Drury ford. This summer, she scored a 
Lane summer theatre. personal success as Portia in 

As sort of an experiment in Tyrone Guthrie's production of 
bringing “culture to the suburb “Merchant of Venice.” 

DeSantis has set a deal with the! Douglas Campbell, who staged 
Plavwrights for a six or eight- and appeared in “Saint Joan” for 
week Shakespearan festival start- the Canadian Players last season, 
ing tonight (Tues when the, will direct and play leading roles 
strawhatter’s regular season ends. ,in both productions this year. Wil- 
The producer has his fingers liam Hutt, also a member of the 
crossed on just how his clientele troupe in 1954-55, will play the 
will cotton to the classic legit fare | title part in “Macbeth” this season, 
encompassed in the Shakespearan Ann Casson Mrs. Campbel Who 
schedule. played the Maid in last seasons 

The opening production will be tour, Is awaiting motherhood and 
“Taming of the Shrew.” But if will not appear this yea 
the group clicks on the fall trfal The tour opens early in O pets 
run it may" emerge next season in Canada and plays the first OF @ 
as the nucleus of a resident com-/number of U. S, date Oct, 10 aly 
pany for the theatre. DeSantis | Skidmore College, Saratoga N.Y. 
would like to switch from the star, The outfit: Is managed by Robin 
policy to the more economical ‘Mrs. Tom) Patterson and Laurel 
jpermanent stock group setup. j Crosby, 





Wednesday, 


VARIETY 


'‘$.P.’ Smasheroo $26,700, | 
Ist Week at Oakdale 


Wallingford, Conn., Sept. 6. | 
| First stanza of “South Pacific”’ at | 
the Oakdale Musical Theatre pulled | 


September 7, 


1953 


Heat Wave Crimps L. A.; ‘Fancy’ 59146, 
D’Oyly Carte $22,500, ‘Sea’ $8,000 


64 LEGITIMATE 


B’way Weathers Pre-Labor Day 0.K.; 
‘Fanny’ $52,700, ‘Stockings’ $45,500, 











a fantastic $26,700 gross on its! 
N K l| 1146 seven performances ending Sunday An all- kices tee eee Sept. S. 
(4). Top was $3.60 on the weekend, | « é eat wave hurt 
‘Witness $73, 200, alicy e y ? The current second week is a Vir- | Trap’ Snappy 7G, Spa Da, Tred boxoffices last week, particu. 
‘tual advarce sellout, but a third | Season Gross Under ’ 54 | larly gg gg ee subscription 
. veye “op > . »¢ > | 1ati s 

Business on Broadway crossed { ity at over $23,200 (previous week, ere ee ee. tort — Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. 6. brightened somew par spelled 
up the dope a bit last week. At | $21,500). ’ The handcsome biz on this Rod- “Tender Trap,” starring Sloan! with opening tonight (Tues.) of 

registered a pre-Labor Day dip, Closed Last Week ; om i, ceca a ausical is a. Simpson and featuring Jack Man-|“Bus Stop,” on Theatre Guild sub. 
but not as severely as in the past. Skin of Our Teeth, ie - Play- | 8§ oe in 3 ling th pm an Pm ning, Bette Ellen and_ Robert!scription, at the Huntington Hart- 

» se ( Ww 3 OE ies . icefap , 
Also, instead of pos te ig off the | house (CD) (3d wk; 22; $5 1.347 — aye y p> ; coke by the McQueeney, sprung a satisfactory | ford Theatre. 
latter part of the week, it built to | $34,000) (Helen Hayes, Mi ary Ma-- sed d poe : $7,000 gross last week for the sea- Estimates for Last Week 
boom level for both performances tin, George Abbott, Florence Reed). ¢ Re finale of John Huntington's Plain and Fancy, Philharmonic 

Saturday (3). The favorable weather | Almost $238,600 to complete the | Spa Summer Theatre here. Top| Aud (1st wk) 2,670: $4.90) (Alexis 
was doped as a factor. | limited engagement at over capac- iE as $3.30 at the 587-seat straw-|Smith, Craig Stevens, Barbar: 

Attendance was reportedly good | ity; non-profit entry earned about | § ! hat. Cook). Lively $59.500 for the ret 
at shows playing special holiday | $25,000 on the stand, which, with | an-Can Season’s total gross was approxi-|tialer, on subscription. 2 
matinees Monday (5), and reversed the fee from the NBC-TV airing | nately 11% less than last year’s Day By the Sea, Huntington 
tradition at the evening perform-| Sept. 11, may just about pay off | eneride, acd presumably _ be-| Hartford “(3d wk) (1,032; $4.95) 
ances by easing only slightly below , the deficit from the “Salute to | caus of this vear’s prolonged (Jessica Tandy, Hume ‘Cronyn, 
the previous Monday night (29) | France stint in Paris. | “Tesi ose n, i heat wave. Charles Coburn in! Dennis King). ‘About $8,000; previ- 
figures. Trade is expected to be . Opening \ his’ Week . - “You Can't Take It With You”/ous week overquoted, was actually 
lively this week and pretty gen- Catch a Star, Plymouth (R) | 'racked $8,500 as the top figure | about $13,000; moved out Saturday 
erally through the fall period. ($6.90-$5.75; 1,107; $38,400). Rav | Chicago, Sept. 6. | this year (3) for San Francisco. 

There was one closing last week | Golden vroduction; lyrics, Paul | Attendance at “Can-Can” con-' ’ ; Lunatics and Levers, Carthay 
as the limited-engagement “Skin | Webster, Golden; music, Sammy tinued to pick up last week, al- Circle (3d wk) (1,518; $3.85) (Mel- 
of Our Teeth” folded at the ANTA| Fain, Phil Charig; sketches, Danny | though it’s still below expectations. | US Stratford $21 100: wile Coaues Star ants yr ‘on 
Playhouse. The fall production | and Neil Simon; presented by Sy | perk of Sunday nights is encourag- oe . ) Adams, Zero Mosiel). Fair $13, 400, 
influx starts this week with ‘Catch | Kleinman; ‘opened last night! ing, however. | ] D’Oyly Carte, Biltmore 2d wk) 
a Star,” preeming last night (Tues.) | (Tues.). , “Teahouse of the August Moon” | $ 48 000 Season Gross | ($4.40; 1,636). | Holdover of the 
at the Plymouth, and the City | Othello, City Center (D) ($3.50;| opens tomorrow night (Wed.) for | 3 'Gilbert & Sullivan troupe pulled 
Center launching its fall drama | 3,090; $50,160). Brattle Theatre re-|q run, with the first three weeks | To ed Onerating Nut |a reasonable $22,500 on a split of 
season with the Brattle Theatre | vival of Shakespeare tragedy, pre-| on Theatre Guild-American | pp 3 “Trial by Jury” and “Pinafore” 
revival of “Othello” opening} sented by N. Y. City Theatre Co.) tre Society subscription. Stratford, Conn., Sept. 6. [for half the stanza and “Iolanthe” 
tonight (Wed.). |for a 16-performance run, opens) Due in next Monday (12) is the; Initial season of American) for the balance; exits this week 

Estimates for Last Week | tonight (Wed.). | D’Oyle Carte Opera Co., for two Shakespeare Festival Theatre | cs ‘ 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), ! PE ea |weeks at the Blackstone. ‘Solid, ended Saturday (3) on the healthy | 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | a BROADWAY Gold Cadillac” comes to the same | tempo of a $21,100 week, including | ¢ . 9 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Muszv- | (Figures denote opening dates ' |house Oct. 10 for a run; “Bad | eight performances of “Julius Cae- P "| 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op-|, _La Ronde, Circle in Square (2- | Seed,” same date at the Selwyn on ser” and ‘ihe Tempest,” plus two ajama ; : 
vetta) | 27-55). _ subscription, and “Anniversary | matinees of “Much Ado About 

; P | Mornings at Seven. Cherry Lane Waltz,” is due Oct. 17 at the Harris. | Nothing.” 
Other parenthetic designations | (§-22-55) Estimate for Last Week | Kight-week season’s gross ap-| 


refer, respectively, to weeks played, | 


through | 
number 


number of performances 
last Saturday, top prices, 


of seats, capacity gross and stars. | 
Federal and | 16 


Price includes 10° 
5°o City tax, but grosses are net 
i.e., exclusive of tax. 





"| 


Shaw Festival, G’n’w’ch Mews 
(7-21-55). 


‘Caine’ 4G, Stockbridge; 
Biz Off, But in Black 


» Peeveneevewn (6-14-55). 





| 2,100). 





| 





Can-Can, Shubert (5th wk) ($5.95; 
Topped $36,000 (previous 
week, $35,800). 
Opening This Week 
Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Erlanger ($5; 1,334) 
Meredith, Scott McKay). 





(Burgess | 
Opens | 





, proximated $148,000, on about 75,- 
000 attendance. The weekly aver- 
age, $18,500, was considerably 
above the operational nut. ‘‘Tem- 
pest” was decidedly the best draw. 

Lawrence Langer, head of the 
U.S. Shakespeare project, claims 


' 











Hours’ $13,500, SF. 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 
“Pajama Game” continued its 
| terrific pace last week in its sixth 
frame at the Curran, but “Desper- 





: some row night (Wed.) for an ex-|that the first summer’s biz, al-| ate Hours” at the Alcazar was dis- 

016: $575.94. 6). 995) vie hey: we Shichidns Wass. Sant. @ ded run, with a strong advance. | though below expectations, was the Bi test + agg sgn a cl 
‘ oo a Lind- : g é > bes P r i a- “Day by the Sea” with Jessica 
fors, Cathleen Nesbitt). Over $12,- The 24th season of the Berkshire cae Gee a ae ee | Tandy, Hume Cronyn and Dennis 
600 (previous week, $13,100); closes | Playhouse shuttered last Saturday | é b] King, opened at tt Geary las 
Sept. 24, to tour | nigl 3) with a $4.00( ek f | KING HUGE $44, 700, D.C.: | Ceneteteery eae . Seneway and | Gon) ond "2 po Mgr 
helen Avie, Seidaaer O80| Tame Melee Court. Martial,” | ee ee ee might, 9g A on i ~ ee 

f Aweigh, ar (I ine I : artle . Ww ndwar rnold, Ricar- 
(20th wk; 160; $6.90; 1,513; $55,-| Kendall Clark was starred, with | $208, 300 FOR 5 WEEKS ag Pg ng a Hepburn |do Montalban, Mary Astor and 
900). Over $15,100 (previous week,| Ben Lackland, William Swan, Ear] | \and Maurice Evans have been| Reginald Denny, is due Sept. 19 
$14,400); may close Sept. 17 to tour. | Rowe, Haskell Coffin and Douglass | ; Washington, Sept. 6. signed for the 1956 season is un- | at the same house. 

Anniversary Waltz, Booth (C)| Parkhirst, featured. Philip Faver- | “King and I” wound up its five-/ sounded Estimates for Last Week 
(74th wk: 587: $4.60: 766: $20 000) sham was an added starter, taking | week stand at the National with : Pajama Game, Curran (5th wk) 
Almost $11,800 (previous week. $11.- over on short notice as the prose- | a smash ge for _ the final ¢ . 9 D b f | L d ' ($4.40; 1,752) (Fran Warren, Larry 
700 on twofers); closes Sept. 24, to ee ia, rae ae | semester. or the entire run in ypsies ou t u , on on; Douglas, Buster West). Big $50,700. 


tour. 

Bad Seed, Coronet (D) (39th wk; 
309; $5.75-$4.60; 998; $27,700) 
(Nancy Kelly). Almost $15,500 
(previous week, .$16,000 on two- 
fers); tentatively scheduled to close 








left their impress at Stockbridge. 
as in other spots, with the 1l-week 
schedule showing about a 1072 
drop from the usual summer total. 
Producer-director William SMiles’ 
policy of no package shows, star- 





ithe 1,677-seater, the musical piled 


up $208,300 in business. House 
was scaled to a top of $4.95 Fri- 


‘day and Saturday nights and $4.40 


remainder of the week. The 
Rogers-Hammerstein work could! 
probably have held for another} 


London, Sept. 6. 


Major event on the West End 
| legit scene last week was the Peter 





Priestley’s ‘Kettle’ NSG 


Desperate Hours, Alcazar (lst 
wk) ($4.40; 1,477) (William Gargan, 
Nancy Coleman, Richard Jaeckel). 
Mild $13,500. 


‘Teahouse’ $21,400 in 7, 





Sept. 17, to tour. |ring former resident players. plus | two or three weeks, if it hadn't had| Saunders presentation of “The 

Boy Friend, Royale (MC) (49th! staging all productions himself, | firm bookings elsewhere. | Water Gypsies,’ a play with music 2d Ti A d , K. ¢ 
Wk; 387; $6.90; 1,050; $38,200).| helped him to keep the operation} National now is dark for two! by A. P. (Sir Alan) Serbert and Ime Around in . 
Be lg, ee es week, | in the black, despite the adverse | weeks, but reopens Sept. 19 with! Vivian Ellis, which opened at the Kansas City, Sept. 6. 
oe Rg Reng ll Bg | conditions. Fay Emerson and Jean Pierre| Winter Garden last Wednesday} “Teahouse of the August Moon,” 
wk ME $5 75-$4.60: 1.010: $27.- Aumont in a fortnight of the| (31). back for a return visit, grossed a 
811). a ans Gm tones. ; Broadway - bound “Heavenly respectable $21,400 in seven per- 


About $24,500 (previous week, 
$25,000). 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Morosco 





Current British Shows 


LONDON 


Twins,’ on Theatre Guild sub- 


scription. 














Despite the enthusiasm of the 


| 


mild press treatment the following 














opening night audience and the|formances last week at the 2,424- 


seat Playhouse here. Top price was 

















(D) (24th wk; 188; $6.90-$5.75; 946:| . ee a day, the production is a doubtful | $3;90. 
$31,000) (Barbara Bel Geddes. Buri (Figures denote premiere dates, me 29 F prospect, with no commercial po- The touring company of the 
rms ; lg el apg |) Bad Seed, Aldwych (4-14-55. ° Spec, PO- | John Patrick-Vern Sneide d 
Ives). Went clean again at almost! geit, Book, Candle, Phoenix (10-5-54) ICnIC Hy tential in the U. S atrick-Vern Sneider comedy, 
$21,600 (previous week, $31,500). Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). ’ ’ ’ : costarring Burgess Meredith and 
Damn Yankees, 46th St. (MC)| €an-Can, Coliseum (10-14-54). a N Pl h R d Production is loosely staged by | Scott McKay, played here last year 
(18th_ wk; 140; $8.05-$7.50; 1,297;| ovnt of Clerembard, Garrick, (9-6-55). €w rlaynouse NeCcOrd! Charles Hickman, but is notable shortly after going on the road. 
$50,573) (Gwen Verdon), Also got| Dead on 9, Westminster (8-24-55), Philadelphia, Sept. 6. | for the smash musical debut of | . “sage = 
ye limit again at over $50,800 Desperate Hours, Hipp. (419-55). For the third time this season, | Bere Bryan, Maria Riva- Trap’ $7,000, 
a phanay wee 5 $50,800). Follies Bergeres, Walés (4.9-35) the Playhouse in the Park set a! “Mr. Kettle and Mrs. Moon,” S : a . S 
“ aney: ware (MD) (44th wk; Happy Returns, New Water (5-19-55). new boxoffice record last week.! which opened at the Duchess last aves voryton eason 
8: 50: 655: $62,968) (Ezio ntimacy At 8:30, Criterion (4-29-54), TI a8 7 ee . Ar . 
tO, 90; 1,690; is IZ ey le municipally operated’ tent ay (1) ‘ a Ivoryto . 6. 
Pinza, Walter Slezak), Over $52,- Kettle & Moon, Duchess (941-55) i a SRO $16,340 a Willi: Thursday (1), appears to lack sub “Tende te n, Conn., Sept. 6 , 
700 (previous week, nearly $52,900) Kistnet. Stoll (420 — eo I pb 3 “Pi ” at $ 50 t am | stance and marquee names and) Rag er Trap,” ending the 10 
. ’ ’ c 7 és 2 e sto -20-99). are $6 6 A bs > , > = 
Inherit the Wind, National (D)| Mr. Pennypacker, New (35-18-55), yee Me. a = on -Oe Sep. _| Shapes as a dubious London entry. | W°ek season at the Ivoryton Play 
(20th wk: 156: $5.75-$4.60: 1.162-| Movsetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52), : carers He weather ery tig This tepid new J. B. Priestley | Ouse, was a virtual lifesaver last 
eUll » 100, $0.40-94.00; 1,162; Mrs. Willie, Globe (8-17-55) 1elped and so did the fac at the |, tee es é wee i ‘OSS ari 
$31,300). Nearly $12,600 for fiv e | My 3 Angels, Pete (5-12-53), a eee had Rescind = come dy 18 about a banker, Ww ho | | eee ba 8 a B1 OSS. Maria 
performances; laid off after last | cpueucar Gene C mabe ro ously played in Philly oan the | rebels against convention, relin- The stt eae in its 26tt 
1 Pia pair : 7 sae i eluctan eb, Cambridge (5-24-55). Si) La) y. ichi “ar : 53 - Strawnatter, in its 1 Se@a- 
Thursday's show, to allow fulltime! Sailor Beware, Strand (2.16-55). standpoint of managerial profit, quishing work and eloping with a son under Milton Stiefel’s mane 
rehearsals with Melvyn Douglas, Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-35-54). | “Picnic” also established a new local siren, agement, had reviousl bee 
who succeeds the ailing Paul Muni seperere Tables, St, James's (9-22-54). high a spot 08 ue aavent oli “d ; ; “ark previous y een 
as star when the play resumes | Tnaksapoare Rep. ca. (12133) was considerably less than some of | *Cadi , j 92 a + I dt ir See ie gg Pie 
Sept. 17; Muni played only Monday | Spider’s_Web, Savoy (12-14-54). ‘the other high grossers. Darren | Cadillac Tepid $13,200, or ae eo eel. 
night (29) last week, with under-| Tal of Town, Adelphi (11-17-54). | Siatleete wine 6 Fh ge ng Plog po MM ‘| T : | pour and flood that paralyzed cen- 
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Raps Kazan and Lord Chamberlain 


Recent publication of the text of Tennessee Williams’ current 
hit, “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” including the original and rewritten 
versions of the third act, drew a sort of revised followup review 


Jast week from Kenneth Tynan, 


drama critic of the London Ob- 


server. He explained that when he had seen the play he thought it 
“tremendous but somehow tilted, like a giant architectural folly. 
It had strokes of inexplicable vulgarity, as if a kazoo had imposed 


its nasal moaning on°a string quartet. 


I have now read the pub- 


lished text, and I could kick myself: this is the best American 


play since ‘Death of a Salesman 


it stands identified: Elia Kazan, 


, and the kazoo which cheapened 


its director.” 


After outlining the characters and situation of the drama, and 
explaining its universality, Tynan writes, “In Kazan we have a 
man who is nine-tenths superb craftsman and one-tenth bad artist. 


The new last act of ‘Cat’ show 


superb craftsman. 


s the bad artist demolishing the 


Kazan wanted Brick (the young husband: Ed.) 


to undergo a change of heart; and into Brick’s lines a repellent 


hollowness begins to creep. In 


a stage direction Williams speaks 


of ‘the thundercloud of a common crisis’; with stupefying literal- 


ness, Kazan introduced full-tilt, 


symbolic thunderstorm.” 


Noting the rewriting of the young wife’s statement that she is 
about to have a child, the critic continues, “The poignant bitter- 
ness of the final tableau, as Brick prepares to sleep with Maggie 
to support her lie, was sweetened until it appeared to betoken a 


lasting reconciliation. 


Gaston Baty said that the director’s job 


was ‘to restore to the work of art all that it had lost on the road 


from the dream to the manuscript.’ 
imports his own dream and builds his own road. 


With baffling hubris, Kazan 
It is often vital 


for a director to look at a play with new eves; but in this case 


it is the play which is new, and 
eynical and opaque.” 


the director's eyes which are old, 


The young critic, already notable for his attacks on the Lord 


Chamberlain’s censorship of the 


London stage, concludes his piece 


with the ‘prediction that the official will never permit a public 


performance of “Cat” in the West End. 


“‘we may talk about the play, as 


“And so,” he comments, 
I have done, and we may read it 


aloud in our homes, but unless a club theatre chooses to mount it, 
we shall not see it on the boards for which it was written and 
which it so ripely and deeply illumines.” 


Joan Diener Fired From 
London ‘Kismet’ Troupe 


London, Sept. 6. 
Joan Diener, one of the three 
American leads in the London pro- 
duction of “Kismet,” has been 
fired from the show. She made 
headlines when she was reported 


missing after having taken treat- | 


ment in a nursing home. 
She was barred from the 
theatre when she arrived 


Stoll 


U.S. actress was accompanied by 
her lawyer when she reported at 
the theatre, and he protested on 
her behalf when she was 
permission to enter. 
After visiting the theatre 
her lawyer before the evening per- 


formance and being refused entry | 


a second time, Miss Diener an- 
nounced that she had brought legal 
action against the show’s producer, 
Jack Hylton, charging “wrongful 
dismissal and/or breach of con- 
tract.” On his return from a brief 
trip to Paris, the 
cated that he was considering 
counter-suit against the actress. 

The London edition of “Kismet” 
is presented by Jack Hylton, who 
left for the Continent shortly after 
Miss Diener returned. He said that 


a 


he had tried to reach her by tele- | 














phone, but was not allowed to 
speak to her. 
Phil Loeh 
Continued from page 65 =e 








Philly Playhouse Click 
Sparking Camden Tent 
For Year-Around Legit 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

Success of Philadelphia’s Play- 
house in the Park has sparked a 
plan to launch a year ’round arena- 
type theatre in the neighboring city 
of Camden, N. J. John B. “Jack” 
Kelly, Park Commissioner and the 
man primarily responsible for 
Philly’s municipally owned play- 
house, is spearheading the move 
across the Delaware River. 


Official announcement hasn’t 
been made, but ground will be 
broken next month. Although orig- 
inal plans were for a summer tent 
operation, the new project calls 
for a permanent 2,100-seat theatre 
capable of accommodating every 
type of stage production, as well 
as theatre-TV. 

Camden County officials are be- 
hind the plan and will make park 
property available for the theatre. 
Sam Handelsman, managing direc- 


tor of the Philadelphia Playhouse, | 


is also in on the deal. 

Idea of tent theatre in Camden 
County has been discussed for 
about a year because of the area’s 
easy accessibility to midtown Phil- 
Jy and the added advantage of Jer- 
sey’s “open Sunday.” Among the 
proponents is Camden’s District 
Attorney Mitchell Cohen, who has 
been an investor in various Broad- 
way shows. St. John Terrell, of 
the Lambertville Music Cireus, is 
another who has been speculatively 
viewing the south Jersey site. 

Unlike the Philly Playhouse, the 
profits from which are turned over 
to the city, the Camden venture 
will be privately operated, with the 
park grounds leased to the backers. 





Dr. Helmuth Hormann, associate 
director of the Pasadena Playhouse 
college of theatre arts, has been 
awarded a Fulbright Fellowship 
and will leave in about two weeks 
to study at the U. of Munich 














For Sate — Two (2) Pairs of Pro- 
scenium Velour & Brocade Curtains 
with motors and some scenic drop 
— will sell part or all — Bargain. 


RALPH SOBELSON 


Strand Theatre, Bangor, Penna. 








FILE BANKRUPTCY SUIT 
VERSUS CHI STRAWHAT 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
An involuntary bankruptcy peti- 
tion was filed last week against the 
short-lived Beach Walk Playhouse. 
The stock venture was launched 
earlier this summer by producer 
Marshall Migatz. 


Court action was entered by 
three creditors, claiming the sum- 
mer theatre corporation owes them 
$2,028. Leonard Gesas, creditors’ 
attorney, told Judge Walter La- 
Buy, of Chi Federa! Court, that the 
strawhatter’s debts total $60,000. 

According to the lawyer, the bulk 
of the debt is owed the contractor 
who erected the tent theatre on 
grounds leased from the Edgewa- 
ter Beach Hotel. The Government 
is also in the act with a lien filed 
against the corporation for $3,508 
in unpaid ticket and withholding 
taxes. 

The playhouse had been slated 

to open in June, but a series of 
construction complications delayed 
it until July. Investors ordered it 
| shut down the first week in August 
| while an attempt was made to 
| straighten out the tangled financial 
| situation. 
A week after the Playhouse 
| folded, Migatz closed his suburhan 
| Fox Valley Playhouse midway in 
| its second season in the red. How- 
| ever, he has been able to keep open 
| his Salt Creek Theatre in Hinsdale. 
| Latter operation, currently in its 
| fifth season, was an early winner 
‘for Migatz and the stepping stone 
| for his abortive attempt to expand 
|as a “chain” entrepreneur. 








‘Caine’ a Small Mutiny 


In Long Island Bandbox 
Northport, L. L, Sept. 6. 


| has all the earmarks of a closed 


/hearing at the Red Barn Theatre | 


| here. Bill Hunt's in-the-rounder, 
'the state, has a seating capacity 
| of only 150 persons. 

| The producer cut the cast to 12 
'players (“so the audience won't 
| feel intimidated’’), eliminating the 
| six-man jury and Capt. Southard, 
| the Navy expert. Play is running 
i through next Sunday (11). 

| Now in its second year at North- 
|port, the Red Barn is running 
1 250% above last season’s take. 
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publishers claim to be an anti- 
Communist expose sheet. Shortly 
afterward, he was dropped from 
the role of Papa Goldberg in “The 
Goldbergs” television series and 
was ultimately paid a _ reported 
$85,000 settlement by Mrs. Ger- 
trude Berg, writer and producer 
of the show, who had long retained 
him and expressed confidence in 
him. 

The actor had some jobs after 
that, including a featured part in 
the Broadway production, “Time 
Out for Ginger,’. but he had no 
more assignments of the same 


prominence as before, and never 
again appeared on television. He 


to play | 
a matinee last Wednesday (31). The | 


refused | 


with | 


producer indi- | 








R & H Set 
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R & H Concert and the disappoint- 
ing gross of that and “Allegro,” 
ithe total attendance and gross for 
the six weeks ‘of R & H easily 
topped the other six weeks of the 
summer. 





Following were the’ season's 
shows, with number of perform- 
ances, attendance and_ gross of 
each: 

“Merry Widow.” 51,593 attend- | 
ance, $40,000 gross for 10 per- 


|formances (one rain-out). 
“Brigadoon,” 48.104 attendance, 
$40,000 gross, seven performances. 
| “Vagabond King,” 47,048 attend- 
| ance, 


$36,000 gross, seven per- 
tormances. 
} “Wonderful Town,’ 50.084 at- 


'teadance, $43,000 gross, seven per- 
formances. 

“Guys and Dolls,” 66,391 attend- 
ance, $43,000 gross, seven per- 
'formances. 
| Rodgers and Hammerstein Con- 
'eert, 38.593 attendance, $25,600 
| gross, six performances (one rain- 
out). 
| “Carousel.” 51,342 attendance, 
_$40.000 gross, seven performances. 


i “Allegro,” 40.725 attendance, 


‘$28,000 gross, seven performances. | 
| “King and I,” 70.236 attendance, | 
| $48,000 gross, seven performances. | 


| “South Pacific,” 157.474 attend- 
|}anee, $135,000 gross, 14 perform- 
| ances. 


‘S.P.’ Rescues K. C. 
Kansas City, Sept. 6. 

Starlight Theatre closed its out- 
door musical season Sunday night 
(4) in Swope Park with a second 
week of sock biz on “South Pa- 
cific.” The Rodgers-Hammerstein 
show was the smash of the season, 
| dragging in virtually $160,000 for 
| its 14-day run. That was far above 
| average, and sets a new record for 
| a two-week production at the spot. 





| A huge $78,000 was registered | 


‘the first week. and second week 
i topped that. Official figures for the 
| season will be released later, but 
{indications now are that “South 





played in suminer stock and had a 
leading role last season in an off- 
Broadway revival of “Three Sis- 
ters.” 

One of the militant liberals in 
Equity affairs, Loeb repeatedly ex- 
plained that he was willing to work 
with anyone whose policies he be- 
lieved were for the good of the 
union, regardless of outside politi- 
cal affiliations. He always denied 


, Pacific” has virtually saved the sea- 
| son. A break-even, or nearly so, is 
|expected for the summer of 10 
' musical productions on a budget 
| in excess of -$600,000. 
Weatherwise, the Starlight  es- 
|eaped the season without serious 
| effects. Weather threatened only a 
| few times in the 77-night schedule, 
| with only one rain-out occurring. 
| Figures were somewhat modest for 


—— i vity | the majority of productions, and 
eev, 28 Connection W ae Seg 5 | hefty take by “S.P.” was needed to 
activities, he informed Congress- | 


bring the season out of the red. 


man William P. Lambertson, “TI | 
am not a Communist, Communist pa aa 
sympathizer or fellow-traveler and . Louisville, Sept. 6. 
I have nothing to fear from any | Iroquois Amphitheatre wound up 
impartial inquiry. the season $859 in the black. Total 
Several years ago he was sum | gross was $207,859, against esti- 
mened before the Senate Internal | mated expenses of $207,000. Both 
Security Committee and, - ’ # | receipts and expenses were the 
ve —_- 7 wnat — | Jargest in the summer theatre’s 17- 
not and never ha een -| vear history. 
munist, and had never knowingly | ang ended Aug. 20. 
supported Communist fronts or “South Pacific,’ season's final 
Communist causes. The committee bill, grossed $44.642 in its first 
later released the testimony, but} yee, Receipts of $26,633 for the 
the fact that he was never called | hojdover second week, without sub- 
in a public hearing was regarded | coyjption, offset early-in-the-season 
as an indication that the probers | jocsses from rain and threat of rain. 
had nothing on him. _ | The Rodgers and Hammerstein mu- 
In his long career as an Equity | sical was the first in Iroquois his- 


/council member, Loeb is regarded | tory to be held over a second week. 


“Caine Mutiny Court Martial” | 


| 
| 


' 


' the News” and “Common Ground.” 


as having been largely responsi-| There were 19 days of rain in 
ble for a number of gains for) the first 28 days of operation. 
actors. He led the drive for the; Three performance’ were can- 
elimination of separate salary) celled because of rain, equalling 


. ; > junior “rs, spear- | : : ‘aj i 
| probably the most intimate silo in | scales for junior membe } | the combined total of rainouts in 


headed the fight for rehearsal pay.| the six previous seasons. The sea- 
was instrumental in the establish- | son's paid attendance came to 97,- 
ment of the cuts board, and had @ | 299. 
vital hand in various other bitterly| Attendance and grosses for the 
contested measures. He was one Of | various shows were as follows: 
the founders of the American Fed-| “Guys and Dolls,” one week, 
eration of Radio Artists. | $33.736 gross, 15,516 attendance. 
Loeb was born in Philadelphia “Show Boat,” one week, $29,057 
and first acted in a highschool per- | gross, 13,969 attendance (one rain- 
formance of Lady Gregory’s “The | out). 
Worxhouse Ward.” He served in | “Carousel,” one week, $25,508 


Season opened July | 


B.0. Marks 


rom page 65 








‘ gross, 11,763 attendance (one rain- 
out). 

“Wonderful Town,” one week, 
$24,550 gross, 11,123 attendance 


(one rain-out). 

“Desert Song,’ one week, $23,729 
gross, 11.175 attendance. 

“South Pacific,” two weeks, $71,- 
275 gross, 33.654 attendance. 





| Boston Bookings 





Continued from page 65 jaa 


lonial, Nov. 21, and Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne in “The Great 
Sebastians,” starting Dec. 5 four 
weeks at the Colonial. 

The season opens with “Bridge” 
and finds two other plays opening 
on successive nights, “Deck Set’ 
at the Plymouth, Sept. 13, and 
“Young and the Beautiful” at the 
Wilbur the following night. 
| Philly Still Stalemated 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
| There’s still no prospect of early 
‘settlement of the dispute between 
the Shuberts and Local 77, Ameri- 
can Feredation of Musicians, so it 
appears that the Philly legit sea- 
son will get underway without any 
musical bockings in the offing. De- 
| spite efforts to resolve the situa- 
| tion, there’s been little sign of 
; progress and the union is now 
| threatening to picket the Shubert- 
| operated houses and perhaps in- 
volve other craft unions in the 
| tussle. 
| At the moment, the local booking 
schedule lists the George Axelrod 
| comedy, “Will Suecess Spoil Rock 
| Hunter?” as the season opener, 
| Starting next Monday night (12) at 
| the Forrest for two weeks. There- 
after, the lineup includes “Diary 
of Anne Frank,” Watnut, Sept. 15 
through Oct. 1, and “Desk Set,” 
' Forrest, Sept. 26, two weeks. 
Other booking include “Heaven- 


ly Twins,” Locust, Oct. 3, two 
weeks; ‘‘Hatful of Rain,” Forrest, 
Oct. 10, two weeks, and “Chalk 


, Garden,” Walnut, Oct. 10, also for 
a fortnight. Tentative additional 
dates include “Janus,” Forrest, 
Oct. 24, and ‘Matchmaker,’ Shu- 
bert, Oct. 17. 





Frederick Valk Staying 

In Canada to Play Moor 

Stratford, Ont., Sept. 6. 

Frederick Valk, German-born 
Czech aetor who drew. critical 
raves as Shylock in “Merchant of 
Venice” at the Shakespeare Festi- 
;val here this summer, will play 
Othello at Toronto’s Crest Theatre 
in October. He has played the role 
in London. 

Crest, formerly a nabe filmery, 
houses a winter stock run by Don- 
ald Davis, who played Mark An- 
tony in “Julius Caesar” here, and 
his brother Murray Davis. 





ADVANCE AGENTS ! 
COMPANY MANAGERS! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 





Railroad privileges for handling 
shows ond theatrical luggage. 


© Complete warehouse facilities! 


© Authorized in Ca'ifeornia. Equipped 
to transfer and houl anywhere in 
U. $4 


@ RATES ON REQUEST J 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
1100 East 5th Street 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
MUtuel 8121 or OXford 9-4764 











the Navy during World War I and oetnee—ns 





later had his first professional part | 
in “The Green Goddess.” He then 
joined the Theatre Guild, appear- 
ing in “Merchants of Glory,” 
“Processional,” “Juarez and Maxi- 





























milian,’” ‘Ned McCobb’s Daugh- 
ter.” “Merry-Go-Round” and 
staged the “Garrick Galeties of 
1930.” 

He subsequently appeared in 
“Over 21,” “My Sister Eileen,” 
“Room Service,” “Let ’Em_ Eat 


Cake.” “Band Wagon,” “Wonderful 
Journey,” “June Moon,” “Sing Out 


, His only immediate survivor, a 





is invali atie BROKERS 
grown son, is an invalid patient ae ro ; : ER: ETS 
in a veteran’s hospital. The actor's 167 West 58th St., New ¥ ork 19, N. Y. ¢ JUdson 2-9360 
wife died some years ago. ’ 
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Crucial Year for Symphony of Air 
With Syndicate, Factions Involved 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


The Symphony of the Air, about 
to enter ils second year as an In- 
dependent organization, seems to 
be headed for bigger things than 
in its momentous first season—or 
for a sharp crisis. 

The onetime NBC 
Orchestra meets next Monday 
for election of a new board of di- 
rectors. Results may change its 
whole future course. Apparently, 
there are two groups or 
within the orch that are 
for control. In addition, an out- 
side group is organizing a syndi- 
cate, and would like to take over 
the orch, offering it guaranteed 
tours, recordings, etc. 

Orch astonished 
world by keeping together 
year (without sponsors or 
backing) after NBC dropped it; by 
putting on a big series of concerts 
in N. Y.. and following this up with 
a State Dept.-sponsored tour of the 
Orient that had a sock reception. 
It wound up the year as the main- 
stay of the just-ended five-week 
Empire State Music Festival in El- 
lenville, N. Y. 

Season, however, hasn’t worked 
so simoothiv on the inside. Don 
Gillis, who headed the Foundation 
which ran the orch, was forced out 
last month after charges of ‘‘auto- 
cratic” management, and Herbert 
Fuchs, a player, replaced him pro 
tem. Fuchs and Leon Frengut (an- 
other player) apparently head one 
faction. Another faction is moti- 
vated by Jascha Rushkin, also a 
player, who was a guiding spirit 
and one of the directors of the Fl- 
lenville project. Rushkin has been 
anxious to get on the orch’s board, 
and the _ Ellenville event has 
strengthened his position. 

Propositions Roll In 

Recently, a meeting of the orch 


Symphony 
(72) 


the concert 


was called to hear a proposition | 
from en outsider, Norman Chase, | 


a rich young N. Y. realtor. Chase 
reportedly paid for transporting 
the orch from Ellenville and the 
spread he provided at his N. Y. 
hotel. Chase disclosed plans for 
a syndicate to promote and man- 
age the orch. 

Plan guaranteed 20 recording 
sessions; minimum of six N. Y. 
dates and a two-week tour, and in 
addition, a 10-week tour outside 
the U. S. This would guarantee 

(Continued on page 69) 


$952 Award to Cossacks 
On Toronto Date Claim 


The Platoff Don Cossack Chorus 
& Dancers was awarded a judg- 
ment of $952.75 in N. Y. Supreme 
Couit Jast week against Lawrence 





A. Lambert, a Toronto agent who 
books throughout Canada. Court 


also confirmed an American Arbi- 
tration Assn. decision voiding a 
contract with Lambert. Carrol 
Muccia, of Muccia & Muccia, rep- 
resented the Cossack group, which 


is managed and directed by Nico- | 


las Kostrukoff. 
Group gave a concert last March 


factions | 
striving | 


last | 
strong | 


Can. Nat’l Ballet Tour 


Montreal, Sept. 86. 


ada opens its '55-’56 season in 


21. The 
also in- 


northern 
Bay, 


week starting Nov. 
pre-Christmas tour will 
clude Ottawa and such 
towns as Noranda, North 
Timmins and Sudbury. 


100 Drive Tees 


one 





+ 


Gee Feels Hazel’s Force: | 
Bows Out of Denver Setup. 


Denver, Sept. 6. 

E. F. Gee. who came here very 
recently from Winnipeg, Canada, 
‘to manage Oberielder Enterprises, 
‘concert and theatrical office, has 
{bowed out just before he got start- | 
ed. \irs. Hazel M. Oberfelder, 
volatile owner of the agency, said 
thet Gee’s methods were so differ- 
ent from those of her late husband, | 





By WILLIAM STEIF 
San Francisco. Sept. 6. 


}Arthur M. Oberfelder, who was a The San Francisco Opera Assn. 
vet figure here, that she could not will oven its 33rd annul season 
fall in with them. Sept. 15 with “Aida” and a $100.- 


000 fund campaign. The “Aida” 
will be the first of 41 onvera per- 
formancss to be presented all over 
California in a period of eight 
weeks. 

The fund drive is the first in the 
company’s history. Unless a radi- 
cal change in opera economics oc- 
curs, it will not be the last. 

The. season planned by artistic 
director Kurt Herbert Adler 
cludes the American debut of Eu- 
/ropean soprano Elizabeth Schwarz- 
kopf and the first American per- 
formance of Sir William Walton’s 
now “Troilus and Cressida.” 

Two other singers are making 


Gee is. brother of A. K. Gee, 
head of the Celebrity Concerts 
management in western Canada. 





Empire State Fest Ends 
As Artistic Success 


But to $160,090 Loss : 


Ellenville, N. Y., Sept. 6. 

First annual Empire State Mu- 
sie Festival wound up here Sunday , 
night (4), regarded generally as a 
complete artistic success. Five-| 
week season of operas, symphony their American opera debuts here 
conceris and dance, embracing; —Mattiwilda Dobbs, a Georgia- 
some top names, bucked some of | horn Necro coloratura who hecame 
the worst obstacles any show biz | prominent through her singing at 
venture has encountered. And| (oy «t Cordan pred iq Seolq. ond 
though it went into the red for! the English tenor Richard Lewis. 
about $160,600, the venture, accord- | There is also great interest in 
ing to its management, is here tO! the revival of Verdi’s “Macbeth,” 
stay, permanently. Fest garnered | not heard here since the 19th cen- 
critical coverage and news space | tury, and in the revivals of ‘Coq 
throughout the country. “What is|@Or,” ‘Louise’ and “Andrea 
remarkable,” said biz manager Al- | Chenier.” 
bert B. Gins, “is the fact that in! But possibly the most unusual 
one season a festival of this kind | aspect of the season is the direc- 
attained full national stature.” | tors’ decision to seek $100,000 from 

With about $100,000 of it spent | the operagoing public in Northern 
on permanent improvements, sea- | California. News of the fund drive 
son's operation ran to around $225,-; won’t be sprung until tomorrow 
000. Festival operated in the sec-| (Wed.) and opera execs are worried 
ond wettest August on record, it! about the reaction. 
weathered two hurricanes, and the! Last season’s deficit of $157,420 
worst flood in New York state his- | used up the last of the war-years’ 
tory. Unusual hot weather pre-/ surplus left from the regime of the 
ceded the rains. Yet over 50,000 late Gaetano Merola. 
persons attended the various; Potential take for 21 perform- 
events. / ances in San Francisco's 3,250-seat 

Fest was guided by a directors’ (Continued on page 69) 
board of four—Frank Forest, John 
Brownlee, Jascha Rushkin and Je- 
rome Hershon, with Forest as gen- , 
eral manager. Symphony of the 
Air was the orch mainstay, with 
Eduard van Beinum, Morton | 
Gould, Alfred Wallenstein, Erich! Beethoven: 
Leinsdorf; Arthur Fiedler, Thomas Symphony 
Scherman and Izler Solomon as 
conductors. Leonard Rose, Eugene 
List and Earl Wild were soloists. 





Longhair Disk Reviews 





Ah, Perfido & 4th 
(Angel). Elisabeth 
| Schwarzkopf in an expressive, well- 


rounded performance of the aria, 
Operas were conducted by Emer- | Phe ott, ee . style. 
son Buckley, with casts comprising | case yo a mee 1p 
Met Opera, N. Y. City Opera and | ’ : -atly, 


: |the reverse is too stolid in th 
other leads. Jose Limon led the | symphony tne 
dance events. : + 


Hotels in this Catskill Mt. resort 
area are bigger boosters of the 
fest than ever. Ulster County Re- 
sort Assn. came through with $35.- 
000; the city of Ellenville with 
$90,000, and private sources an- 





Gershwin: Concerto in F (Rem- 
ington). Sterling performance 


under 





and spirit. Cincy Symph, 

Thor Johnson, assists. 
Debussy & Faure Sonatas (Van- 

guard’. Some fine, sensitive play- 











in Toronto for Lambert, and also | other $80,000, to launch the pro- | ing by violinist Jan Tomasow, aided 
pacted with the latter for a six- | ject. Backing the future fests is | by pianist Franz Holetschek, the 
week Canadian tour, starting this | 48sured. lovely harmonic patterns ¢gleanly 
month. Lambert allegedly with- | : expressed, 
held payment for the Toronto; Hilsberg Making Latin Prokofiev: Peter And The Wolf 
March date, and Muccia brought | . & Britten: Young Person’s Guide 
suit for breach of contract for Debut as Conductor to Orchestra (Vox). Two classics 
$952.75 due. He also brought pro- Alexander Hilsberg, music di-|f0r kids, informally and ably nar- 
ceedings before the AAA to void|rector-conductor of the New Or-| tated by young Brandon de Wilde, 
the second contract (for the fall} leans Symphony, will make his| With the Pro Musica Symphony. 
tour), claiming Lambert was “an|debut as a conductor in South | *PPealing disk. 
lrresponsible agent.” Lambert op-| America Thursday (8), when he Menotti: Violin Concerto & 
posed the proceedings, which Muc- | leads the orchestra in Buenos Aires | Honegger: Symphony No. 2 (RCA) 
cia won. in four concerts. | Victor). The Menotti is a very 
\ieantime, Kostrukoff has set up Appearance in B. A, : winning piece, original, melodic 
a Canadian tour for his group on first as in the Be ges Mid and polished. Tossy Spivakovsky 
his own. Lambert has made! Orleans org, which celebrates its gives Xa brilliant reading, aided 
threats, according to Muccia, to en-| 20th anni i rear ; i. | Dy the Boston Symph__ under 
: 7 ‘ording t 1 th anni this year, that its di-| Munch. Reverse has the BSO doing 
i group's Canadian appear- rector has made guest appearances | the brooding Honegger in fit 
outside the U. S. fashion. Bron, 
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Very Soon Now 


MANTOVANI ano nis MUSIC 


FOR THE MILLIONS WHO HAVE BOUGHT HIS RECORDINGS 


NGS EXCLUSIVELY 


First American Tour 


(ORCHESTRA OF 45) 


Tour Direction: COLUMBIA ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 


Personal Direction: COPPICUS, SCHANG and BROWN 
113 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 








! The National Ballet Co. of Can- | 


November and plays Montreal for | 


Of S.F. Opera 


in- | 


by | 
Alec Templeton, with proper swing | 











Inside Stu 


t—Concerts 


With the year’s major musical event in Europe—reopening of the 


bombed-out and rebuilt Vienna State Opera—due Nov. 5, when it tees 


in the Austrian capital. 


off (most appropriately) with “Fidelio, 


” 


things are still a little hectic 


Back of the opera house (reports VarIEry’s 


roving eye, managing editor Robert J. Landry), is still covered with 
scaffolding. Men are working nights by floodlights to complete street- 
ways near the Bristo! Hotel in the rear. Opera house doors are locked, 


with big secrecy on the interior appearance. 
series of paradoxes so far,” Landry adds. 





A neat set of spoofs and parodies on opera arias and titles, 
series of cartooned paper napkins called 


“Vienna is a strange 


in 3 
has been 


“e ’ 


xrand Uproar,’ 


dreamed up by Alix Williamson, publicity head for the N. Y. City 


Opera Co. and Lewisohn Stadium Concerts, N. Y. 
trator for Opera News and Met Opera House programs, did the draw- 


ings. Monogram of California, 
nationally. 


Susan Perl, illus- 


Frisco publishers, is distributing 





N.Y. C.Ballet to Sue City of Spokane: 


Claims Runaround on Cancelled Dates 





Houston Names Bonney 


Houston, Sept. 6. 

| Maurice Bonney, conductor of 
| New York’s New Symphony Or- 
| chestra, director of the New Hamp- 
' shire Music Festival, and formerly 
|a Houston Symphony Orchestra 
| violinist, has been appointed asso- 
‘ciate conductor of the Houston 
group for the 1955-56 season. 


Bonney, 32, will direct the or- 
chestra’s annual student perform- 
}ances, its pop concerts, and one 
subscription concert. He replaces 
| Andor Toth, who joined the faculty 
of Oberlin College. 


{ 





Stage, Film Names Aiding 
N.Y. City Opera as Troupe 
Readies for Its 11th Yr. 


The N. Y¥. City Opera Co. will 
| open its llth year at the City Cen- 
iter, N. Y¥., Oct. 5, with Nicolai’s 
| ‘Merry Wives of Windsor.” Troupe 
{will do a five-week season, which 
| will be highlighted by the N. Y. 
'preem of Walton’s “Troilus and 
| Cressida” and the first Gotham 
|performance in 33 years_ of 
| Tchaikovsky’s “Golden Slippers.” 

Three revivals are listed, in 
Smetana’s “Bartered Pride,” Mo- 
zart’s “Marriage of Figaro” and 
; Prokofiev’s “Love of Three 
| Oranges.” Fourteen operas will 
| be given in all, with eight of them 
done in English. 

Legiter Margaret Webster is 
staging “Troilus,” with Sir William 
Walton himself present to super- 
vise. General director Joseph 
Rosenstock will conduct. John 
Boyt is doing the sets. Vladimir 
Rosing is to stage “Slippers,” with 
sets by Nicolai Remisoff, ballet 
and film designer. Ludwig Donath, 
Austrian stage and screen actor, 
will stage the ‘‘Figaro” revival. 








Concert Bits 





Two New York indie 
managements are on the verge of 
a booking tieup. 

Sol Hurok returned to N.Y. last 
weekend, after a 10-day quickie 
flight to Europe on Scots Guards 
and Kabuki Co. biz. The peripatetic 
impresario had flown to the Coast 
and back the weekend previous, 
for a brief gander at his Katherine 
Dunham troupe. Next weekend’s 
trip: to the Met Opera House, N.Y 
for the Sadler’s Wells opening. 


Luben Vichey, new owner and 
prez of National Concert & Artists 
Corp. and Civic Concert Service 
Inc., was in Chicago last weekend 
to attend the annual fall conference 
of Civic field reps. Marianne and 
Gerard Semon, NCAC veepees, 
accompanied Vichey. 

Gary Graffman, young American 
pianist, has been signed to an ex- 


a) 


tract. 
Following a summer spent vaca- 


| tioning in Switzerland and con- 
| ducting orchestras’ in Europe, 
Eugene Ormandy will return to 


Philadelphia Sept. 20. Rehearsals 
for the Philadelphia Orchestra sea- 
{son begin Sept. 26. 

| Frieder Weissmann will conduct 
ithe closing Promenade concerts in 
| Toronto Sept. 8-15. Weissmann, 
| who recently conducted the Berlin 
| Philharmonic as well 
; Of concerts in Munich, has 
|} reengaged to conduct this winter 
in Rome, Florence and Venice. 





as a series | 
been | 


+ 


| 


As Associate Maestro. 


| 


! 
| 





' 
j 


In an unprecedented situation 
for a major U. S. ballet troupe, the 
N. Y. City Ballet found itself cane 
celled out of an engagement on 
the west coast last week, and plans 
to sue the city of Spokane as re- 
sult. 

The Gotham troupe, now in Chi- 
cago for a two-week run, had been 
spending the summer in Coast 
dates, playing four weeks in L. A., 
and two more in Frisco. It was 
booked in for three days in Seat- 
tle, and two in Spokane, for last 
week. The Spokane booking, for 
Sept. 2-3, was to mark the troupe’s 
first visit to that city. 

The ballet management had 
signed a contract last March 15 


| with Benjamin Moore, manager of 








the city-owned-and-operated Spo- 
kane Coliseum, for the event. On 
Aug. 11, Moore wrote Betty Cage, 
the troupe’s biz manager, that a 
new, private organization, North- 
west Attractions, had pacted to 
book shows into the Coliseum. He 
asked that the ballet’s contract be 
changed to the new firm, which 
was agreed to. 

On Aug. 23, a Julian Rice, rep- 
ping Northwest, phoned Miss Cage 
(then in Frisco), asking for “less 
favorable terms” for the ballet, be- 
cause Northwest, he said, didn’t 
want to lose money. Rice, accord- 
ing to Miss Cage, admitted the re- 
quest was “unethical.” Miss Cage 
contacted Moore, who expressed 
surprise at the action, and said that 
Northwest wouldn’t book another 
event into the hall if it didn’t keep 
to its pact with the ballet company. 
But in a further call to Rice, Miss 
Cage claims she was advised by 
him not to take any action against 
Northwest “as it would do no 
good.” 

Then the troupe learned that 
Northwest had informed Spokane 
newspapers that the ballet engage- 
ment was cancelled. Outfit never 
notified the ballet troupe to this 
effect in writing, and both Rice 
and Moore subsequently refused 
to send a notice of cancellation 
when requested to do so by Miss 
Cage. The ballet troupe stayed in 
Seattle another day, for an extra 


| performance, and then went on to 


| Chicago over the weekend. 


Ac- 


‘cording to Morton Baum, attorney 
and chairman of the finance com- 





1954-55 season, spent $502,000 and 
|}ended uup with a deficit of $151,600. 


ia. 
| president, 


concert | 


mittee of N. Y.’s City Center, which 
houses the ballet troupe, “the city 


| Of Spokane has run out of the deal, 
|and we'll take action.” 


Troupe’s 
two Spokane dates were on guaran- 
tee against percentage, repping a 
loss of $10,000 plus the overages. 





Frisco Symph in Red For 
1516 on ’54-’55 Season 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 
The San Francisco Symphony 
Assn. took in $351,300 during the 


Dp. association’s 


reported these figures 


Zellerbach, 


|at the organization’s annual meet- 


ing in 


the San Francisco Opera 


I | House last Tuesday (30). 
clusive RCA Victor recording con- | 


Zellerbach claimed that the 
symphony had the lowest deficit 
among the nation’s major orches- 
tras, and added that it also ranked 
very low in the amount of con- 


| tributions received from its com- 
| munity, aside from ticket sales. 


“It is obvious that our contribu- 


, lions must be strengthened if we 


|}are to 
| Carry 


‘Music, N. ¥ 


exist and to 
artistic stand- 


continue to 
forward our 
ards,” he warned. 


William Primrose has joined the 
faculty of the Juilliard School of 


r 
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Mencken’s 75th Year 
In celebration of H. L. Menck- 
en’s 75th birthday Oct. 12, Vintage 


American unless the latter 
its consent. 
It was also charged that Ameri- 


gave 


Books (subsid of Alfred A. Knopf,/can utilized these discriminatory 


longtime publisher: for the Balti- 


more reporter-critic-editor) is pub- | means 


arrangements with its subsid as a 
to induce publishers to 


lishing a collection of his works.| award the parent firm exclusive 


It’s “The Vintage Mencken,” col- 


lected and foreworded by Alistair’ 


Cooke. 





Sylvester’s Nitery Book 

N.Y. Daily News’ Bob Sylvester 
has authored “No Cover Charge” 
which Dial will publish in October. 

Broadway columnist gives “a 
backward glance at the night 
clubs” as*they evolved from the 
Prohibition era to date. 





Mag’s Flood Moratorium 

Modern Bride mag has also gone 
in for flood relief. Pocono Moun- 
tain (Pa.) spots hit during the re- 
cent floods will not be billed for 
the space in its forthcoming winter 
issue. Mag estimates that the 
Pocono inns account for about $12,- 
000 per issue. 


N. Y. Trib’s New Makeup 
In a move to increase circulation 


and advertising revenue, the N. Y. | 


Herald Tribune is coming out to- 
day (Wed.) in three sections in- 
stead of the customary two. 
phasis will be on exvanded news 
coverage and staffs cf most depart- 
ments have been augmented in 
lire with this aim. 


Novel feature of the Trib’s new | 


dress will be the green newsprint 
of Section 3. Amusement news, 
redio-tv and sports will be con- 
tained in this section. Revamp, 
it’s understood, shou'd help boost 
ad income for, with three sections. 
obviously the three hack pages of 
each can now be sold instead of 
onlv two as in the past. 


General news, editorials, women’s | 
features and fashions plus a page | 
set aside exclusively for the sheet’s ' 
columnists are to be p!aced in Sec- | 
tion 1 while Section 2 is carrying, was a potent literati force on the | , 
local and suburban news along} west coast, particularly as regards | tarial, / 
with stepped-up coverage of finan- the encouragement of new writers.| work to keep the venture going. 


cial news. 
“More local, national and inter- 
national news-——plus the most busi- 


tory—will 
Herald Tribune’s new daily, 


the 


paper proclaimed in an announce- | 


ment this week. 


Frisco Editor Shifts 
William Hogan, drama editor of 


the San Francisco Chronicle since | 


1951, has been named literary edi- 
tor of the morning daily, and 
Paine Knickerbocker, an assistant 
city editor, has been avpointed 
drama editor. The shuffle is a 
result of the death last July of 
Joseph Henry Jackson, Chronicle 
literary editor for 25 vears. 

In his new post, Hogan will com- 
pete against Luther Nichols, liter- 
ary critic of Hearst’s morning Ex- 
aminer. Nichols, up to a vear ago, 
worked side by side with Hogan as 
a Chronicle drama critic. 

Knickerbocker was a_ reporter 
for The Oakland Tribune until 
joining the staff of the Chronicle 
four years ago. 


CBS Veep’s VarRIEetTyese 

The Satevepost’s spotlight na- 
tional ad for the Sept. 3 issue is 
captioned “Cuffo Locals Boffo 
Yokels—Or So It Says Here!” This 
pseudo-VarirFty head is ascribed to 
CBS-TV veepee Harry G. Ommerle, 
now in charge of network programs, 
and his review of “Home-Town TV 
Makes a Hit,” by Joe Alex Morris. 
Ommerle’s review follows: 

“Pardon the Varrety-ese, but if 
you think television has to be big- 
budget to be a hit, this article has 
news for you. It tells how a little 
Texas station, KUDB-TV, is mak- 
ing local shows with free material 
like finding stray pets or helping 
husbands with alibis. And even 
the bloopers go over big! Maybe, as 
the wits say, TV isn’t entertain- 


Mere Maybe it’s become a way of 
ife!”’ 


American (Union) News’ Consent 
Facilities of the Union News Co., 
assertedly the world’s largest 
Magazine retailer, are required to 
be open to any mag publisher or 
distributor under a consent judg- 
ment entered in N. Y. Federal 
Court last week. The decree 
wound up a three-year-old anti- 
trust suit brought by the Govern- 
ment against Union and its par- 
ent American News Co. 
Government’s action charged 
both American and Union with 
violating the Sherman Act in na- 
Uional distribution of magazines 
rom publishers to newsstands 
‘rough independent distributors. 
Suit Claimed the 





|! outdoor activities. 


Em- | 





| Joseph Henry Jackson Fund 
| honor of 


be published by the) 





| national distribution rights in or- 
der that mags of such publishers | 


might be sold on Union news- 
stands. 

Consent judgment ends allesed 
favoritism between Union and 
American bv reauiring the subsid 
to buy. display and sell mags sole- 


ly on the basis of its own int-rest | 
reading matter. | 


as a seller of 
Moreover, the decree also recstrains 
American from claiming that it 
can obtain preferential treatment 
in the sales of mags by Union. 


Sports Afield’s Revamv 
Following an intensive study of 


Afield miag has effected a comnlete 
revamp as of its Ortoher issue 
which hits the stands Sent. 20. 
Publication’s new dress will 
double the number of editorial 
paves in the feature section 


color vages formerly earried. 


| Another new feature for the 69- | 
| year-old mag will be an additional | 


25-nage section covering seasonal 
outdoor activity. For October this 
feature will cover duck hunting. 
As a result of its survey. the 
Hearst Magazines manegement as- 
serts it’s convinced the ‘outdoor 
boom” is in its infancy. 


Joseph Henry Jackson Fund 

Top book publishers, headed by 
Douglas Black, Bennett Corf. Al- 
fred A. Knopf, George T. Cameron 
and others, have established the 
in 
the late San Francisco 
Chronic'e book critic and writer. 
It will be administered by the San 
Francisco Foundation, locally. 

Jackson, a distinguished critic. 


Denzer’s Third Tome 


1 7 Peter W. Denzer, news chief of ards, and hoping for some civic | 
ness and financial news in its his- WRIT, Milwaukee, is due in N. Y. support. 
Sept. 15 to polish his third novel. 
;On leave of absence from station. 
he’ll service it with special stories cert bureau (believed to be Colum- 


from the east. 


First two tomes, “Episode” and 


“Find the Dreamer Guilty,” were 
published by E. P. Dutton. 


Mortimer’s Solo ‘Confidential’ 

Mirror columnist Lee Mortimer, 
now doing a literary solo since the 
death of Jack Lait, his partner on 
the “‘Confidential” series, is work- 
ing on “Lee Mortimer’s Around 
the World Confidential” to be pub- 
lished by Putnam this winter. Book 
is based on his recent round-the- 
world survey. 


More With Show Biz Flavor 

Steve Allen’s “14 For Tonight” 
(Holt: $3) is a collection of 14 
original short stories, in marked 


contrast to the radio-tv comedian’s | 
“Bop Fables” and flip mike man- | 


ner. Meredith Willson’s “Eggs I 
Have Laid” (Holt; $3) is a personal 


memoir, with accent on his two-|, 


season stint with the Tallulah 
Bankhead, Fred Allen & Co. radio 
show, which took them overseas, 
and is appropriately dedicated to 
Dee, Bud & Goody, yvclept produ- 
cer Dee Engelbach, the then NBC 
program veepee Charles (Bud) 
Barry (now with the William Mor- 
ris Agency), and Goodman Ace, the 
head scripter on the show. 
Socialite Schuyler Livingston 
Parsons’ “Untold Friendships” 
(Houghton Mifflin; $4) is another 
namedropping memoir, heavy on 
show biz with generous Social 


Register references, and covering | 


as it does “60 years with a famous 
host and his famous friends” it 
ranges from Buckingham Palace 
to the Newport-Hamptons set. 

A memoir of another sort is 
N.Y. Herald Tribune-Look mag 
correspondent William Attwood’s 
“Still the Most Exciting Country” 
(Knopf; $2.75). After nine years 
abroad, first in Paris for the Trib 
and later for 


pungent observations of the Con- 


tinental scene,-and which he has, 


put between covers. 

In a much lighter vein is “What, 
Where and How To Drink” ‘Bobbs 
Merrill; $2.50) by Richard L. Wil- 
liams and David Myers, with a 
foreword by Sherman Billingsley 
and with interpolated chapters by 
New Orleans’ Owen Brennan, Chi'’s 
Jimmy Hart, Hollywood's Bob 
Cobb and Manhattan's Toots Shor 
and Robert K. Christenberry. Book 


defendants | is well organized, with informative 


agreed that Union would refuse to|tidhits on customs, manners and 


handle mags not distributed by | 


recipes, bel. 


‘chief of Little, Brown. 


‘huddles with Pat Campbell, Coast 


| Tristesse” on the market. Publish- 
| er’s printed 110,000 copies of the | 


Hearst’s Snorts | 


have | 


as | 
| well as double the number of four- 


Look as European 
editor, he has returned with some | 








Ned Bradford new editor-in- 


r9 
Novelist Sax Rohmer returned | SCULLY S SCRAPBOOK 
from Europe Saturday (3) on the) 


i 
+ 
: 








Britannic. 
Editor Jack Podell of Motion + + By Frank Scully HHH 4494444 444045 
Picture mag in Hollywood for : 


Hollywood. 


editor. One of the most difficult problems to solve in show biz, or indeed 


| Dutton has the 9th print-, in any biz, is when to butter up the boss and when not to. It doesn’t do 


_ing of Francoise Sagan’s “Bonjour | much good to be sychophantic on a grind policy, telling the boss every- 
| thing is great only to have the public make no pretense of its disap- 
pointment. It would be much better to be fired for telling the boss 
not to make a certain picture than to praise it beyond all reason and 
then tind you were all out of jobs. 

The same is true when it comes to national shortcomings. Ambassa- 
dress Clare Boothe Luce apparently believes that the best way to 
eliminate America’s special problems is to put them in a dark closet 
and keep the door closed. It’s a sort of nouveau riche attitude, and 
she’s no kid and has been rich a long time. 

What I would like to see Metro’s Dore Schary do, now that she has 
made “The Blackboard Jungle” a dark closet subject, is to double her 
in no-trump and make a picture of the obverse of the medal. Instead 
of young hoods beating the brains out of teacher, let him show older 
hoods beating the brains out of kids in reform schools. 


Gallie novel. 
| Bantam Books will publish John 
| Masters’ ‘‘Bhowani Junction” as a 
pocket book next month, to coin- | 
|cide with the exploitation of 
Metro’s screen version. 

Tennessee Williams’ ‘‘The Rose 
Tattoo” will be published in a new 
edition by New Directions to tie 
in with the Christmas release of 
the Hal Wallis production. 

Virginia Gerson, onetime east- 
ing assistant for Rodgers & Ham- 


[a —- SS ~ I could help him in this because about 15 years ago I found myself 
fon ge se uti gations as straw boss in a state setup of this character. As secretary of the 
2 F ae P : ~ department. I wasn’t expected to do much, except ride around, have 


She joined S. & S. in 1952 as sec- 
retary to Albert Rice Leventhal, 
pub’s exec v.p. 

After publishing for 43 years as 
| Ottawa’s. ‘and Ontario’s) only 
| French-language daily newspaper, 


luncheon with the heads of state institutions and file a reasonable 
swindle sheet at the end of the month. My predecessor said it was 
the softest job he ever had. “Bidn’t have to do a thing, really. Ran 
my own business on the side all the time.” 

To most persons that would have been a good tip, realizing that the 


\Ie Droit has appointed its first difference between one administration and another is merely nothing 
|managing editor. He is Charles’ more than the difference of a few faces at the top. But I must have 
| Bruyere. recently ‘assistant city been made of softer stuff because when I got complaints, instead of 


'editor of the Evening Citizen, Ot- 
tawa, who for nearly 29 vears 
wrote many of the Citizen’s pic- 
ture and legit reviews. 


filing them and forgetting them, I foolishly acted on them. 

I learned that in one reform school there were about 300 kids, mostly 
poor Mexicans, and about 110 employees to keep them in line. It was 
the dumping ground for all political appointments which had to be 
made and the worst element of office-seekers naturally found them- 
‘s , selves shifted into this graveyard of youth. 
Crucial Year | Under the Blankets 
| Before the administration of which I was a part came into power, 
the outgoing bunch blanketed in these goons under civil service. I 
suggested to the governor that we unblanket them, heave.,them out 
and let them fight their way back to their jobs through the courts, 
'or before examining boards if they dared. 
dency at this meet. To a man they seemed skilled in sadistic practices and were train- 
| Another speaker at the meeting ing the kids to pick up their Ph.D.’s at San Quentin later on. Rory 
'was Joseph H. Conlin Jr., who Calhoun was a student at one of these reform schools and may remem- 
'made a splash last season in his ber some of the ghoulish practices that went on. More power to him 
| first year as a N. Y. conce~t man- , that he was able to transcend it and come out the great guy he is today. 
| ager, and who is interested in han- But there were many others who were not so strong or as lucky. 
| dling the orch as its impresario. One day one of the kids, not being able to take it any more, up and 

Many in the orch knocked them- died. Whether he had been beaten to death or had committed suicide 
seleee out lest season in secre- | V2* the big issue. The officials said he had committed suicide. It 
administrative and other developed that they had beaten him some, by their admission, and 

had confined him in solitary, which in itself was against the law. 

It happened about 6 o'clock in the morning and by the time I got 
to the scene, which was about 9 o’clock, the cell had been repainted 
and all evidence of what had happened had been removed. Even the 
Thev resent or fear out- | Victim’s best friend had been spirited out of the reform school and 
' side takeover for commercial profit. | hidden in, of all places, a mens’ ward of a state hospital for the insane 
| It’s also reported that a top con- | I made such a stink about it that the governor called me to the 

capitol] and told me he had a much better job for me. He would give 
| me a new department he was forming, a state car, a raise and freedom 
'to do what I saw fit, but that he was powerless to effect any great 
reforms in that reform school. 
| Meantime. the orch has lined up | I told him that in that case he should never have let me see what 
six concerts at Carnegie Hall, N. Y.. | had been going on there. He asked me to think it over. I picked up 
| for the coming season, with Leon- | 2 briefcase and when I got to the hotel discovered it was his, and so 
| ard Bernstein as conductor. How full of secret documents that had better remain secret, that he never 


'the elections, or the syndicate or | let it leave his side. 


| bureau offers, will affect this What a Switch! 
Some of 


schedule, isn’t clear yet. With that briefcase I could have had any job in the state including 
the players are skeptical about the | his, but I was soft, as I have pointed out, and returned it to him within 
Chase offer. Others resent “at-| the hour. I’m sure from that moment on he marked me down as a 
tempts” of player Rushkin, re- | 800d-natured chump who would never do anything to embarrass him. 
portedly backed by his other di-| Ss pi that reform school cleaned up and in the end was 
: rj , ired for trying. 
pride | Mae as es ee We formed such a society and Carrie Nation never gave those in 
kin-Chase tieup. Inner faction | Power so much trouble as we did in the next several months. Shortly 
fight has disheartened some of the | after our appointing outselves to this high office another kid “‘com- 
players. As one of them said re- | mitted syicide” at the reform school. Three of us went out to inspect 
cently, “This is the crucial year.” the cell and to get the story first-hand. A deputy sheriff was in con- 
ference with the superintendent. We asked to see the cell. No can do. 
i The sheriff’s office was handling the case. The deputy looked at our 
. | badges and saw that we obviously outranked him. He wasn't having 
100G Drive any part of the obstruction. The next day I went before a judge and 
| swore out a warrant for the arrest of the super on charges of obstruct- 
Continued from page 68 Se | ing state humane officers in the performance of their duty. 
The Super Blows His Top 
Bailed out, the super was so incensed he swigged a quart of rye, 
drove off in his car, smashed into two telegraph poles and though 
single Pasadena performance would | he survived the folly, it wasn't for long. We then filed charges against 
| vield $14,512. Single pertermances oo“ pee were sure had more vices than any of the kids under 
ij sno, S: ie nd Sacra-| their jurisdiction. 
ee oe seekie’s Soren. | We forced the governor to appoint a committee of citizens to in- 
‘ance in Los Angeles and three, vestigate these charges. The committee was headed by the late Judge 
|young people’s performances in ' Ben B. Lindsey. An old friend, he couldn't believe things were so 
'San Francisco are on a fixed-fee bad as I said they were. But after 72 days of hearing testimony he 
| basis. came to me and said, Pane I did bgt great wrong. The conditions 
E are unbelievably worse than you said they were.” 
gst Stee Sees searee e In the end, the superintendent was fired, civil service or not, and 
same ‘problems, the opera lost nb Mee Bgl gh uae to the canitorium. Even the name of the 
ee eT neat But the obstacles thrown in our way were pretty fantastic. They 
| Ranatinn of’ $15,000 closed the gap had a rule that no one could make a complaint against a state employe, 
here a trifle) : except another state employe. Our thin end of the wedge was that 
“Th hope is that better spacing We were state officers, even if not on salary, and we forced a hearing 
f he oa tes Angeles operas will before the personnel board. One of the members of this board had 
7 . - si: ofit. n fag oad. previously been the head of all these institutions and had been slipped 
ee ee Me tc into the personnel board by an outgoing administration in its last days. 














Continued from page 68 





j rs one 
the men $5.000 minimum a vear. 


Chase reportedly also made a pitch 
| for the orch’s Foundation presi- 


| They want it kept as a non-profit 


| org, preserving its artistic stand- | 


bia Artists Mgt.) approached the 
orch with a proposition to send it 
, on tour for 10 weeks. 


4 











| Opera House is $428,678. Thirteen | 
| performances in Los Angeles could | 
| gross $386.321 and a sellout for the 





San Francisco deficit is wa 4 
on hr pall ee I filed an affidavit of prejudice against him, on the grounds that much 
| To take off the " pressure, the that we were going to expose had been committed under his regime 


and he was therefore not qualified to be an impartial judge of the facts. 

This produced such an uproar that the chairman called an adjourn- 
ment and the headlines wer®é “Scully Breaks Up Hearing in Barroom 
Brawl.” Apparently the reporters knew much more about barroom 
brawls than I did, because if they were no worse than what I said 
at that hearing, barroom brawls are certainly not what they used to be 

But the reforms to a measure were carried out and bear the conten- 
sion of this brief. That it is better to clean up your own household 
than to try to keep the dirt hidden in closets. 

It's a long time since Mrs. Luce, as Clare Boothe. e 
Women” and she may now feel that such subjects as “The Woren 
and “The Blackboard Jungle” are better left unsaid, but If they make 
good entertainment and move the country along even an inch toward 
its own betterment, they not only should be written and produced, but 
exhibited everywhere, 


Association wants this area’s opera 
fans to chip in whatever they can 
—the pitch planned by Consul- 
tants Inc., the publie relations firm 
hired to do the job, is for $5. $10 
and $25-donations. These will be 
addition to seats scaled from 
$7.20 down. 

Repertoire for 
“Aida.” “Carmen,” “Der Rosen- 
kavalier.” ‘Louise,’ “Macbeth,” 
“Don Giovanni,” “Andrea Chenier,” 
“Troilus and Cressida,” ‘Le Coq 
d'Or” and “I Pagliacci,” ‘“Lohen- 
, grin,” “Faust” and “Tosca.” 


in 


the season is The 


ore 
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Broadway | 


Norman Reader, ad-pub chief of | 
the French Government Tourist | 
Office, to address the Optimist | 


Club of Houston Sept. 15 during | 


Foreign Trade Week. He'll also | 
gab on France to Dallas Lions and 
Dallas Council on World Affairs the 
following day. 

Flock of nitery openings and re- 
openings now that Labor Day has 
come and gone: Joe E. Lewis and 
Julie Wilson Sept. 8 at the rebuilt 
Copa; Gilbert Becaud at the Per- 
sian Room (Plaza); Connie Moore 
Sept. 8 at the St. Regis’ Maison- 
ette; Embassy Club and Knight 
Box of the Ambassador Hotel last 
night (Tues.); El Morocco, after a 


the Ballets De La Tour Eiffel. 
Bechet will play his own music. | 

Marcel Pagnol will direct his 
new play, “Judas,” slated for an 
early September opening at The 
Theatre De Paris. Roberto Rossel- 
lini had to give up the directorial 
reins due to a film commitment in 
India. 

Armand Salacrou’s 15-year-old 
legiter, “Histoire De Rire,” gets a 
reprise at the Theatre St. Georges 
this season. Stars will be Yves 
Robert, Daniele Delorme, Pierre 
Dux and Marie Daems. Robert also 
| will direct. ; 

Jean Anouilh’s first play in two 
years, “Ornifle,” bows next season 
simultaneously; here at the Com- 
edie Des Champs-Elysees, with 
| Pierre Brasseur, and at the Staats- 





summer hiatus, and others to come | ;peatre of West Germany in its 


ha hy ms bite 2 
; Maurice Cloche to Yugoslavia to; 
Bogota, Colombia | prepare a Franco-Yugoslav giao 
y 6 +} duction, “Bientot L’Amour” (Soon | 

— ee eee eee 27 |It Is Love). Another Franco-Yugo | 
First two Colombia-made fea-/| Pic is now shooting there, Robert | 
ture pix being readied for release. | 


London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 


George Jessel signed to head 
Savoy cabaret, following Lena 
Horne in November. 

Donald Fiamm due in over next 
weekend for his annual looksee ot 
the London legit scene. ; 

Jack Hylton is to stage this year’s 
Royal Command vaude gala, sched- 
uled for Victoria Palace Nov. 7. 

Fred Brisson and Rosalind Rus- 
sell, expected early next month, 
a few days ahead of the opening ot 
“Pajama Game” at the Coliseum. 

Robert Weiss, Capitol Records 
European rep, here last week for 
confabs with EMI; checked out 


ously awarded one at a dinner of 
Advertising Club of Boston. 
Bertram Fields, husband of Met 
Opera star Roberta Peters, bought 
| Hotel Commander in Cambridge in 
ithe name of Fields Management 
|Co. of New York. Purchase was 


| negotiated soon after Fields and} 


| Miss Peters returned from a Eu- 
|ropean honeymoon. Hotel was sold 
iby Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. K. 


Madrid 


By Ramsay Ames 











(Castellana Hilton; 37-22-00) 





over weekend for Zurich, Barce- 
lona and Paris. 





record 
transatlantic fliers, are to be guests | 
of honor at next week’s Variety | 
Club luncheon. 

Herman Levy, general counsel of 
Theatre Owners of America, to} 
be honor guest at a luncheon today | 


Capt. John Hackett and Peter! »endous b.o., 


‘Moneypenny, breaking | 





; | 
Darene’s “Gubbiah,” with Jean | 
Government permitting limited 
commercial sponsorship of TY 
shows. 


Downtown firstrun Coliseo The- | 


atre now devoted exclusively to 
French pix. 
French singer Carole Vernay 


appearing at Monserrate Room of | 


IHC’s Hotel Tequendama. 

Leopold Ludwig, director of 
Hamburg (Germany) opera, guest 
conducting with Colombia National 
Symphony. 

“Holiday on Ice” concluded suc- 
cessful three week run at local bull 
ring. Now playing Cali, Medellin | 
and Armenia. 

Carlos Ramirez, Colombian tenor | 


| 


who appeared in Metro musicals at | 
one time, in town for radio and 
tv appearances. 

Suburban firstrun Maria Luisa | 
Theatre now releasing day date) 
with two Metros. Metro has ex- | 
clusive playing time here under a| 
long term deal. 

Hotels full and night clubs | 
booming due to influx of delegates | 
to sixth session of Economic Com- | 
mission for Latin America. 

“Daddy Long Legs” (20th) and? 
“Battle Cry” (WB) played two} 
weeks at downtown firstruns. Also | 
doing well as “‘Black Shield of Fal- 
worth” (U) at Cid-Palermo-Come- | 
dia combo, 

Al Lowe, Universal Latin Ameri- | 
can supervisor, and Cesar Aboaf, | 
special rep for Rank in this area, | 
in Medellin for conferences with | 
Caribe Films toppers. Caribe dis- | 
tributes Universal product through- | 
out Colombia and operates coun- | 
try’s largest chain of firstrun 


theatres. 
Amsterdam 


By Hans Saaltink 
(Amsterdam 56316) 
“Battle Cry” (WB) proving a big | 
success being in Rotterdam in its! 
ninth week. 

Sidney Bechet played in the Con- 
certgebouw Sept. 4 with the Dutch | 
Swing College Band. | 

Rotterdams Tonee! put on Sidney | 
Gilliat and Frank Launder’s com- | 
edy-thriller, “Meet A Body.” 

New Dutch picture, ‘‘Ciske The | 
Rat,” directed by Wolfgang Staud- | 
te, is an entry at the Venice Film | 
Festival. 

World preem of Gina Lollobrigi- | 





da’s pic, “Most Beautiful Girl In | 
in Holland | her talents into musicomedy (she’s 


World,” will be held 
this month. 

Metro will start on locations soon 
in Holland for Van Gogh picture, 
“Lust for Life.” Some of the shoot- 
ing will be done at the Cinetone 
Studios near Amsterdam. 

Theatre season started in light 


vein with Dorothy Reynolds and 
Julian Slade’s musical, “Salad 
Days,” produced by the Haagse 


Comedie with 


Cees Laseur and 
Hetty Blok. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 

Albert Husson has finished a 
new play, “D'Azur Et D’Argent”’ 
(‘Blue and Gold), which will open 
here in February, ; 

Andre Roussin will try out his 
new play, “L'Amour Fou” 
Love), in Brussels before 
Paris next season. 

Olympia Music Hall starting its 


49-44 } 


it hits 


1955-56 season with three song 
topiiners in Lucienne Delyle, 
Dario Moreno and Aglae. All are 


disk favorites. 
Noel Coward, on his way through 


for a vacation in Jamaica, an- 
nounced he has finished two new 
plays, “Nude With Violin” and 
“South Sea Bubble.” 


Paul Vandenburgh’s play, “J’Ai 
17 Ans” (I Am 17), now playing at 
the Theatre Monceau, for its 17th 
anni, Vandenburgh, who wrote it 
when he was 17 and played t 


vh \ he 
utile role, is doing it again. 


*\ 
‘uit Est Une Sorciere” (Night Is a 
Witch), bows here this week at the 
Theatre Deg Champs-Elysees with 


(Mad | 


Sidney Bechet’s first ballet, “La | 


Cleveland 


Jimmy and Marian McPartland 

‘trio standing ’em up at Theatrical 
| Grill on three-week stand. 
Ted King, former bandmaster 
'and booker, gave up falent agency 
‘to become a Philco products sales- 
man here. 

Fred Strauss, personal business 
manager of Crew Cuts, flying them 
to England in mid-October for 
theatre tour. 

“Spurs and Skates” ice unit and 


Marais and Delia Scala. | 


(Wed.) organized by the Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors Assn. 

Eva Bartok did a personal on 
the Polygon stand during radio 
exhibition at Earl’s Court last 
week. She’s just recorded “Kiss 
Me” and “Don’t Touch Me” for the 
| label. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
(160 Castlereigh St. Sydney; 
MA 17778) 
Tom Ferguson bows out of Metro 
as secretary after 30 years. 





|Sammy Watkins orch ringing up 
fall season for Statler Terrace 
Room Sept. 19. 

Virginia Johnson _ succeeded 


| James R. Nygren as Musicarnival’s | 
ballets | 


choreographer, designing 1 
for strawhatter’s final show, “Guys 


and Dolls.” 
Bill Buetel leaving local MCA! 


office to supervise firm’s bands- | 
and-acts bureau in N.Y. Will cover | 
territory from Maine to Florida. | 
George Claire from Pittsburgh into | 
Buetel’s former post when Myron | 
Hanley also becomes office man- | 
ager of MCA branch here. 


Santiago 
By Edythe Ziffren 
(Dr. Corbalan Melgarejo 27-A; 
31645) 

Egle Martin ankled Lux’s “Bohr’s 
Scandals.” ; 

Miguelito Valdes joining ‘“Bim- 
Bam-Bum” revue at the Opera. 

“Porgy and Bess’ troupe at 
Municipal Theatre late in August. 








Borge’s ‘Give Music’ 


Continued from page 1 











Beethoven or an all-Bach concert. 
He’s thinking in terms of mass ap- 
peal—of utilizing, for example, the 
symphony orchestras in the vari- 
ous cities (we've got the world’s 
finest, right in this country”) but 
bringing to it fresh elements and 
components, including music in the 
pop and classical idiom, comedy, 
stars, heightened production values 
“and above all taste.” 


It's an untapped area, Says | 
Borge. “If an Ezio Pinza can click 


in a ‘South Pacific’ and a ‘Fanny,’ 
if a Helen Traubel can translate 


Lee Gordon says he plans again 
to import top U.S. talent for sum- 
mer season. 

Trapp Family Singers okayed for 
Robert Kerridge and David Martin 
on suburban runaround. 

Bernie Rundle, Westrex New 
Zealand chief, planed to U.S. Aug. 
31 for biz huddles in N.Y. 

“Teahouse of August Moon” off 
to smash start at Comedy, Mel- 
bourne, for J. C. Williamson. 

Rank’s “Romeo and_ Juliet” 
failed to click at Embassy, Sydney, 
and was yanked after two weeks. 

Garnet Carroll is casting for 
“Kismet,” due for a Melbourne 
preem at Princess next October. 

Irish tenor Patrick O’Hagan 
winding a lengthy concert tour for 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion. 

Al Rosen, former Yankee pro- 
ducer, says he will fight to the last 
ditch to secure a drive-in license 
against all opposition. 

Sir Ralph Richardson will tour 
New Zealand after Sydney run of 
“The Sleeping Prince” and “Sepa- 
rate Tables,” under Garnet Carroll 
management. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Edyth Bush Theatre presenting 
“Miranda, the Mermaid.” 

Old Log strawhatter closing its 
season with current offering, “The 
Rainmaker.” 

Lone Lyceum legit underline on 
the nearby horizon is “Don Juan 
in Hell” Oct. 12-15. 

Songstress Helen Aimee and card 
trickster Charles Carts into Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 

Lawrence Welk making first 
Northwest appearance in five years 
with Prom Ballroom one-nighter. 





| starring in the upcoming Rodgers- 
| Hammerstein ‘Pipe 
| there’s no reason why tv can’t find 
ithe formula to integrate into its 
| program pattern the finest orches- 


| tras and the finest musicians.” The | 


| real test, says Borge, is in knowing 
| what to do with them in terms of 
| commanding top Nielsens. 

| Borge recalls, for example, when 
| he was doing a Saturday evening 
tv show for Kellogg’s, his sugges- 
|tion to the client that he do a 
{show from Hollywood Bowl utiliz- 
ing a full symphony orchestra but 
Which would incorporate all the 
other elements that he’s” since 
| brought to his Broadway legiter. 





g 


along the line the plans got scram- 
| bled.”) By the same token 


Carnegie Hall, from Soldiers’ Field 
in Chicago with the Chicago Sym- 
phony and elsewhere around the 
country But they would have to 
be vested with a variety of show 
biz values—not just symphonics. 
Borge spoke of his “other 
est’ —his lucrative farm in 
necticut and his new midwest sub- 
sid operation which is already 
|geared to a 1,000,000-squab sale. 
Borge says it’s successful because 
of the *“‘production touches” attend- 
ing the sale of the fowl. 
| chickens, think how much 
successful it would be in terms of 
|show business. And I know show 
| business like I'll never know chick- 
lens.” 


Dream’), | 


(Kellogg’s liked it, but somewhere | 


he'd | 
like to do a similar tv show from | 


inter- | 
Con- | 


“All I know is, if it works with | 
more | 





Single performance by Gene 
Autry and his troupe at Minnesota 
| State Fair drew 7,500, including 
| 700 standees, in the Hippodrome 
| Building. 
| While here with wife Rosemary 
| Clooney in the interest of his star- 
| rer, “The Shrike,’ vose Ferrar told 
| reporters ne expects to get back 
'on Broadway stage by tall of 1956. 
| 


| 





| Boston 


| By Guy Livingston 

| Sheraton Plaza opens its Venice 
| Room Sept. 24. 

| Connie Anderson opened Mon- 
| day (5) at the Music Bar. 

| Florian Zabach closed the Salis- 


} 


Who Never Was.” 
The Harlem Globetrotters tre- 
per usual, at the 


UA’s Charles Smadja in for two | 


days of confabs with Stanley 
Kramer and George (Bud) Orn- 
stein. 


Openings on the Gran Via are 


Columbia’s “The Iron Glove” at 
the Real Cinema, and Spanish- 
English ‘“Contrabando” at the, 


Carlos III. 

Tom Saxe, owner of White Tower 
restaurants, due Sept. 10 with J. 
Walter Kennedy for Madrid’s sun, 
toros and a visit with old friends, 
Ambassador and Mrs. Lodge. 

International Federation of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers decided at 
a recent meeting to discontinue 
the annual film festivals in Punta 
del Este, Uruguay, and has written 
a letter to the Government of that 
country explaining its decision. 

Spain’s first venture in Cinema- 
scope, Nervion Films’ ‘La Gata” 
(The Cat), rolling at Madrid’s 
Chamartin Studies. Stars Aurora 
Bautista and Jorge Mistral, both 
of whom are as well known in Latin 
America as in their native Spain, 
directed by Margarita Alexandre 
and Rafael Torrecillas, and lensed 
in Eastmancolor by Juan Marine. 


Omaha 


By Gtenn Trump 
Judy Garland cancelled her pro- 
posed Sept. 12 date in Sioux Falls, 
Ss. D 


Dorothy Kilgallen due in Sept. 
9 to emcee a fashion show at the 
Auditorium. 

“Holiday on Ice” playing Ne- 
braska State Fair in Lincoln cur- 
rently, and winds up Friday (9). 

Local theatre-chain owner Ralph 
D. Goldberg off on 25-day vacation 
that will take him to Canada and 
the West Coast. 


Havana 


By Jay Mallin 

Tropicana dickering with Billy 
Daniels. 

“French Can-Can” 
Payret and Trianon. 

Carmen Cavallaro at National 
Theatre and on Telemundo. 

Ana Gloria & Rolando dancing 
together again following her di- 
vorce. 

Chiquita & Johnson back 
Cuba at 
centro. 


coming to 


> 


in 
Montmartre and Radio- 


Chicago 


Bobby Breen in for two dates on 
WBBM-TV’'s “In Town Tonight.” 

Charlton Heston making local 
rounds in behalf of ‘‘Private War 
of Major Benson’’ pic. 

Comedians Gene Wesson and 
Gordon Polk check off the Black 
Orchid bill for one night tonight 
(Wed.) to appear on NBC-TY’s 
“Tonight.” 














Peasants Study 


Continued from page 1 








and had built to make state and 
county fairs. 

Firms’ employees, accompanying 
| the large auto which fis parked in 
| front of the grandstand here, say 
that its existence reflects farmers 
and smalltowners’ increasing and 





| bury Beach Bowery Sunday (4). 

Brookline’s Phyllis Ponn inked 
for Montreal’s Bellevue Casino. 
| “Bozo” Kimball of the Benny 
| Ford booking office at the Dea- 
coness Hospital. 

Hub’s only burlesque theatre, the 
Casino, opened for season with 
Tempest Storm in a midnight show 
| Labor Day ayem. 

Lee Morris, 
schoolteacher, 


Hub 


songwriting 
back 


from N. Y 


| 


| where he sold his newest, ‘“Under- | 


;cover Agent,” to U.S. Steel, 


|_ Lillian Roth's. husband, Burt 
| McGuire, checked out of hospital 
|after another minor’ operation. 


| McGuire collapsed at her Bradford 
| Roof engagement. 

Louis de Rochemont, here for 
preem cf “Cinerama holiday,” 
| presented a Paul Revere bowl by 
New England Council at a Statler 
dinner. It was second such bowl 


great interest in the current stock 
| market and in stocks as specula- 
tions and investments, 

| It’s a replica of a regular bro- 
kerage office’s customers’ room 
and its equipment includes a stock 
| market quotations and news tick- 
ers, a blackboard on which the 
| quotations are posted, reports on 
stocks, Moody's and other services. 

Many farmers apparently are 
finding it one of the Fair's “enter- 
tainment” and educative features. 
During the time the market is open 
and the stock quotations are com- 
ing through on the ticker it’s 
crowded with ruralites. 

While farm income is down and 
there’s much complaint anent the 
agricultural situation, the ‘Stock- 
mobile” here is getting many or- 
ders for stocks from Fair visitors, 
according to customers’ men as- 


Clifton Webb in for a few days | 
to shoot a scene for his “The Man | 


gigantic Plaza de Toros. 








for the producer, who was previ- 


Signed to it. 


ee 


Hollywood 


Frank Lloyd back from Eng. 
land. 

Edmond O’Brien 
for surgery. 

George Reeves to receive City 
of Hope’s Torchbearer Award. 

Bernard Gorcey sustained leg 
and elbow fractures in auto acci- 
dent. 

Members of Paramount's “Proud 
and the Profane” troupe returned 
from Virgin Islands. 

Richard Whorf and Sam Weiler 
admitted to membership in the 
Screen Producers Guild. - 

Samuel G. Engel will be guest 
speaker at National Theatres con- 
vention in Colorado Springs. 

Glenn Hardy will be guest of 


hospitalized 


| honor today at a dinner marking 


his retirement after 22 years as a 
newscaster. “ 

Danny Thomas will be kudosed 
with Knight of Charity Award by 
Detroit Society of St. Peter and 
St. Paul Oct. 1. 

Screen Producers Guild has set 
Jan, 22, 1956, as date of its fourth 
annual Milestone Dinner, to be 
held in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Beverly Hilton HoteL 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow: Kelvin 1590) 


“Geordie” given world preem at 





Regal, Glasgow, for Newspaper 
Press Fund. 
Salt Lake Mormon Choir, of 


Utah, played concert date at Kel- 
vin Hall, Glasgow. 

Theatre Royal, Glasgow, likely to 
be shuttered for two months be- 
cause of dearth of new plays. 

Eve Boswell, South African 
chirper, topper on vaude bill at 
Empire Theatre, Edinburgh. 

Sonia Dresdel plays lead in “Dr, 
Jo,” new play by Joan Morgan, 
preemed in Edinburgh Aug. 31. 

“Five-Past Eight,” Howard & 
Wyndham revue, will have record 
run to Nov. 5 at Alhambra, Glas- 
gow. : 

_ Alec Finlay, Scot comedian, play- 
ing vaude dates at Finsbury Park, 
London, and Manchester prior to 
sailing for Canada on vaude tour. 

“Seven Little Foys” (Par) had 
Scot preem at Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow concurrently with opening of 
Edinburgh’s annual culture junket. 


Houston 


Mary Meade and Cardini opened 
at Shamrock Room Sept. 1. 

Pat Larsen trio, featuring thrush 
Lois Larsen, held over at private 
Montagu Club. 

Peggy Ryan-Ray McDonald 
closed a two-week date at Sham- 
rock Room last week. 

Cork Club in Shamrock Hilton 
held over Jeff Craig, after four 
weeks, with Pat Carroll in single 
spot. 

Internationals trio vacates Char- 
coal Galley in Galveston’s Jack 
Tar Hotel Sept. 6, moving over to 
Ciro’s. 

Newest in Houston’s growing 
crop of private clubs is the Club 
Normandie, mainstem basement- 
level spot which will book variety 
acts. Albino Torres will provide 
house band. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

Amato’s Supper Club has set 
Arthur Lee Simpkins as next book- 
ing. 

Tom Meyers promoted to pro- 
gram manager at KPTYV, replacing 
Gene Raigle. 

Carl Hawley has his “Mr. Talent” 
show back on tele, sponsored by 
= C of C groups throughout the 
state, 


Two Portland lads, Tommy & 
Benny, now billed as The Dan 
Dees, set to open in Riverside, 


Cal., this week. 

Helene Hughes of San Francisco 
producing stage revue at 1955 
Oregon State Fair in Salem, Ore. 
It’s in for eight days beginning 
sept. 5. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker ; 

Neupauer Accordion Symphonie 

Orch Garden Pier feature Friday 
night (2), 


Harlem, big Negro night spot, 
to shutter after 2 a.m. show 
Wednesday (7). 

Alan Dale and Bill Vine into 


500 Club for Labor Day week with 
Dunhills held over. 

Micki Marlo into Steel Pier, 
succeeding Julius La Rosa in big 
vaudeville house. Ralph Marterie’s 
band is paying at end of pier Ma- 
rine ballroom. 

Ice Capades gave Convention 
Hall to Miss America Pageant 
after Sunday night show (4). Ed 
Suilivan’s “Toast of Town” tele- 
cast by remote control for second 
year before final show. 
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OBITUARIES 





PHILIP LOEB 
Philip Loeb, 61, legit and tv ac- 
for. died Sept. 1 in New York. De- 
tails in the Legit Section. 


WOODMAN THOMPSON 


Woodman Thompson, 66, a top 
Broadway stage designer for more 
than three decades, died of a heart 
attack Aug. 26 in New York. Start- 
ing his theatrical career in 1918 as 
a set and costume designer, he 


scored his first hit in 1924 with 
“Smilin’ Through.” 
Thompson, who was scenic direc- 





In Memoriam 
MARCUS LOEW 


(September 5, 1927) 







ATHER, Husband, Friend 

and Leader, 

Gone the way we’re all 
assured, 

Blazed a trail, a path of 








glory,’ 
Failure, too, he had endured. 






From a humble lowly station 
To a peak he rose so high, 
Though success brought him 
elation, 
He recalled the days 
gone by. : 










All the friends of when he 
started 

Still remained, some by his 
side, 

Sharing in his rising glory, 

Humble Marcus—modest 

pride. 









Magnate in his enterprises, 

Still the masses e’er in mind, 

Eager to amuse the many, 

Rich or poor, not for one 
kind. 



























Philanthropic, heart so 
human, 

Was within the reach of all, 

Never left a plea unheeded, 

Answered every beck-and- 
call. 


Father, Husband, Friend and 
Leader, 

May you have eternal peace, 

Those you left behind to 
follow, 

Your ideals, your deeds 
increase. 


David, Arthur, Sons of 
Marcus, 

Emulate your modest Dad, 

May he be your fine example, 

None a better model had. 


Many honest tears are 
shedding, 

‘Many hearts are filled to 
brim, 

Father, Husband, Friend and 
Leader, 

Ever we’ll remember him. 


L. WOLFE GILBERT. 


Although written 28 years 
ago, my sentiments are still 
the same. 





tor at various times for such pro- 
cucing organizations as The Thea- 
tre Guild and the Equity Theatre, 
had a long list of designing credits 
including “What Price Glory?” 

Beggar on Horseback” and “The 
Warrior’s Husband.” 

More recently he designed “The 
Magnificient Yankee” in 1945 and 
last season worked on “Theme and 


Variations” for the Ballet Theatre. 
“Ince 1949 he taught stage design- 
‘18 privately and also lectured at 
“olumbia U’s School of Dramatic 


Arts. A past president of United 
venice Artists, Local 829, he serv- 

"CG as the group’s treasurer at the 
me of his death. 


es WALTER GOULD 
Walter Gould, 53, former foreign 










LOU CLAYTON 


(Sept. 12, 1950) 
You Are Ever With Us 


Jimmy — Eddie 
Louis — Jack — Jules 


manager of United Artists, died of 
a heart attack in N. Y. Monday (5) 

Gould entered the industry in 
1920 and engaged in various Holly- 
wood production activities for sev- 
eral years. He joined UA’s foreign 
department in 1926 and _ succes- 
| Sively served as branch manager 
in Panama, supervisor in Peru, 
special representative in Mexico, 
division manager for Latin-Ameri- 
ca and assistant foreign manager. 
He was appointed foreign manager 
‘in 1940. 
| Gould resigned in 1949 to enter 
business for himself, and for the 
| past six years acted as sales rep- 
| resentative in the U. S. for a num- 
ber of American and European pro- 
ducers and distributors. 

Survivng are his widow, Cathe- 
rine; two sons, Kent and Walter 
| Jay; a daughter, Kathryn Leonore, 
|and a brother, Charles. 





JOHNNY SINGER 

Johnny Singer, 64, an inde- 
| pendent agent for more than 30 
| years, died Sept. 5 in Forest Hills, 
|N.Y., after a lengthy illness. He 
| started as a vaude act billed as 
| Johnny Singer & Dancing Dolls 
before turning to agenting. 

As an agent, Singer handled 
many standard acts during his 
career. He was primarily a vaude 
agent, but after the diminishing 
of the variety field started shut- 
tling his acts into cafes and tele- 
vision. He shared office space with 
Harry Adler. 

Funeral services will be held 
|Friday (9) at Walsh’s Funeral 
|Home, Richmond Hill, N.Y. His 
wife survives. ‘ 


JOHN F. WOOD 

John Frederick Wood, 76, pioneer 
exhibitor, died Aug. 18 in Liver- 
pool, Eng. He operated mobile film 
shows throughout England in the 
silent screen days and in 1905 
opened the Queen’s Hall, Birken- 
head, as a cinema. Shortly there- 
after he opened two other houses 
and eventually expanded his hold- 
ings to a dozen theatres. 

Wood sold his loop to General 
Theatres Corp. in 1928, the firm 
of Bedford Cinemas Ltd. being 
formed with Wood as managing 
director. 

Surviving is his son, J. F. Wood, 
a director of the Bedford group and 
onetime chairman of Northwest 
England exhibs association. 


JULIUS AUSSENBERG 

Julius Aussenberg, 68, Interna- 
tional film pioneer, died Aug. 22 
in Vienna. Born in that city, he 
went to Berlin as central and Euro- 
pean representative of William 
Fox, and headed up the operation 
for the early Fox Films. 

After World War I, Aussenberg 
became a producer for Fox in Ger- 
many and turned out some of the 
top European films of the period. 
In the post-World War II period, 
he worked with Alexander Korda 
in Germany and Austria. . 


HANS JAGGERS 


Hans Jaggers, 71, president of 
the Sandhills Broadcasting Co. in 
Alliance, Neb., died recently of a 
heart attack there. Company has 
operated KCOW in Alliance since 
1949. 

His wife survives. 


HAROLD SHUBERT 
Harold Shubert, 55, the original 
Abie in Ann Nichols’ “Abies Irish 
Rose,” died of a heart at- 
tack Sept. 1 in Colorado Springs 
while at work as a ticket agent for 
a bus line. 


FRANK A. BROWN 
Frank A. Brown, 88, who helped 
his brother Gilmore Brown to 













found the Pasadena Playhouse in 
1917, died Aug. 30 in Pasadena. He 
was associated with the company 
until the time of his death. 

His wife, actress Virginia Lykins, 
survives. 


HARRY THURSTON 
Marcus Cowan, 81, retired actor 
known professionally as Harry 
, Thurston, died Sept. 2 in Red Bank, 














N.J. The original Ole Bill in “Bet- 





ter ‘Ole,” he later appeared in 
vaude and was a writer-producer 
of radio shows and plays in his 
native London. 

Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter and a brother. 





Continued f 








feeling that “Jungle,” with its 
CAWALINI juvenile delinquency theme, didn’t 
Cawalini (Teofil Kowalczik), show the U:S. in a favorable lignt, 


producer of the w.k. troupe of per- | 4nd that its showing in Italy was 
forming dogs, died at Blackpool, | Particularly undesirable due to the 
Eng., Aug. 23. | country’s Communist problem. 
A Pole by birth, he went to When fest authorities bowed to 
Britain in the mid-’30s and soon es- | her wishes, and substituted “Inter- 
tablished his popular canine act in| rupted Melody,” Arthur Loew, 
vaude, being billed as Cawalini|prexy of Loew’s Intefnational, 
and his Canine Comedians. He!lodged a sharp protest with the 
played many engagements 1n/ State Dept. He called Mrs. Luce’s 
vaude, circus and English panto-| action “unwarranted personal cen- 
mime, and appeared at the London |sorship” and said it was the road 
Palladium. He occupied a caravan “which leads inevitably t the 
home outside Blackpool, English a ag Pa .. vet so cage 
show biz centre. curbing of freedom of expression. 
— ; Publicity Field Day? 
HENRI AUGUSTINE ion Although the State Dept., fol- 
Henri Augustine, 55, a Haitian | lowing an exchange of cables with 
percussionist and one of the orig-| Rome, has already made it clear 
inal members of the Katharine | that it sides with its Italian rep on 
Dunham dance Company. died Aug. | the question, its formal reply to 
29 in Brooklyn, N.Y. He was an Taner be made until later 


+43 w won't 
authority on Haitian music and this it ingle ent week. One State 
folklore. | Unis x ek. e Sta 


| Dept. official, apparently annoyed 
|'by the press interest in the case, 











wife owned and operated the Long- 
wood Theatre in South St. Louis, 
died Aug. 23 in St. Louis. A mem- |: 
ber of AFM, Local No. 2, he is| "8 P! 
survived by a sister in addition to , Dept. ; 

his wife. In N.Y., observers were struck 
both by Mrs. Luce’s reluctance to 
own up to her action and by the 
ambiguousness of her explanation. 
Where, on one hand, she was 
quoted as telling both Metro rens 
and festiva! officials that they were 


ifield day for its own publicity.” 
| He accused the studio of “stimulat- 
press inquiries to the State 





Arthur E. Parry, 81, pioneer ex- | 
hibitor, died Aug. 19 in Solihull, 
Warwickshire, Eng. ‘He was chair- 
man of Parry Amalgamations Ltd. 
which controls a number of Bir- 
mingham (Eng.) theatres. 

. ae d wished” about “Jungle,” on the 

Wife, 61, of Joseph Saperstein,| other she acknowledged saying 
retired booker for Fabian Theatres’ | that, if the pic were shown, she 
Albany division, died Aug. 27 in| wouldn’t attend. It’s felt in N.Y. 
Hollywood, Fla. Also surviving are| that Mrs. Luce’s diplomatically- 
a son, daughter and a sister. 


” 





Betsy Lane Sheperd, 73, a re- 
tired concert singer, in private 
life Betsy Lane Brown, died Aug. 
29 in Malba, Queens. A sister sur- 
vives. 


to his reports, Mrs. Luce added 
that by walking out she’d create a 
big scandal. 

Yet, just before leaving Venice 


George Cones, 47, sound techni- 
. for Rome, Mrs. Luce 


‘cian at RKO since 1931, died Aug. 
29 in Hollywood. His wife and two 
daughters survive. 


competition. She added she wished 


55, for years a 
she were informed more than 


Cass Warner, 
policeman on the Metro lot, died 
Aug. 27 in Los Angeles. His wife 
suvives. 

—unofficially—to approve and sup- 

Howard L. Jeter, radio engineer, 
died recently at Big Springs, Tex.|'a more thorough pre-selection sys- 
He was chief engineer of KTFY,| tem in the U.S. 
Brownfield, Tex. This reflected, as did the Rome 


' Embassy report to Washington, a 











swimming at Curracloe, Ireland. | 

Mother of Herb Lateau, director | bassy story, said “Melody’ ; 
of NBC’s “National Farm & Home | been initially chosen by “a pro- 
Hour,” died Aug. 3, in Chicago. ducers association as. the United 
States picture to be shown at the 





Nat Kane, 64, former concert | festival. ‘Blackboard Jungle’ was 
_planist, died Sept. 3 in N.Y. not chosen.” 
Actually, the Motion Picture 


Assn. of America did the picking 
of the two official Venice entries 
—“The Kentuckian” and “To Catch 
a Thief.” “Interrupted Melody” 
was one of the runnerups. ‘Jungle” 
was to be shown at Venice at the 
invitation of the festival commit- 


Alfred A. Dundon, veteran mu- 
sician, died Aug. 28 in Troy, N.Y. 








MARRIAGES 


Emily Barnes to Edward An- 
drews, Reno, Aug. 22. Bride and ; aw : 
groom are screen and tv players. |tee, just as “The Big Knife” was 

Owen Ingrahm to Alan Burns,|an invited entry. MPAA in N.' 
Chicago, Aug. 27. He’s a producer | last week was quite emphatic in 
at WBBM there. istating that, beyond naming the 

Anna Turner to Kirk Stevens, | official entries, it had no connec- 
London, Aug. 29. Bride’s a dancer; | tion whatever with either their ap- 
he’s a singer. | proval or — eventually — with the 

Susan Hawkins to John Meredith | SO aeeual of “Jungle.” 

Tettemer, Aug. 28, Beverly Hills, ; 

Cal. Bride is daughter of British Finger Points To... 

actor Jack Hawkins and legit-film| ‘There are indications that the 
actress Jessica Tandy (Mrs. Hume} man who got the ball rolling at 
Cronyn). : _, | Venice was Joseph Beatty, head of 

Virginia Kellogg to Frank Lloyd, the audio-visual department of the 
San Francisco, Sept. 2. Bride is a} \,) our ‘Saaintewetion woo is] 
screen writer; he’s a film director. | \C'e"ans Oa wn at a, decticel 

Nora Garwin to George London, | the official U.s dedi, Ae Barb cemgthens 
Salzburg, Austria, Aug. 30. He’s a| Apparently it was Beatty wt re 
bass-baritone with the Vienna| dissatisfied with the invite o 
Opera as well as the Metropolitan. | “Jungle” and who, on getting aa 

Lynn Bari to Dr. Nathan Rickles, | where with his demands that it be 
Beverly Hills, Cal., Aug. 30. Bride | dropped, went to Mrs. Luce with 
is an actress. his beef. At that point she issued 

her “it’s me or the picture” ulti- 
matum. 


BIRTHS Commenting on the State Dept.’s 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Lapp, son, | charge that Metro was angling for 
New ‘York Sept. 2. Father is an|free publicity, M-G execs pointed 
; Para-| out that it was Mrs. Luce w ho was 








assistant manager at N.Y. — 
mount Theatre. | primarily responsible for gettins 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Robinson, | the film into the news and rousing 


son, Los Angeles, Aug. 30. Father | curiosity about it among European 
is an assistant producer at KABC-| audiences. Industry generally, 
TV. | while not wholly unsympathetic to 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Pine, son, | the argument that “Jungle” wasn’t 
zeness a Y., Aug. 01. Father | an ideal entry for a pic pomaeer 
S68 puDnce.. | leans he opinion that the Am- 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Murphy, | Jans fo ci. prema a strange 
daughter, Manhasset, L. I., Sept. 1. | eae ead wan watts of peor 
Mother is daughter of music pub-|™ethod and was guilty O° poo 
> . timing in achieving her objective; 

lisher Herbert E. Marks. =e —— ecg: epsesigh 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lawrence, | also, that she ope ned the doot to 
daughter, Honolulu, Aug. 31. Fa-|charges of Federal censorship, 
ther is film editor at KGMB-TV,! coming at @ time when the US. 





Honolulu. jis fighting hard against the sup- 


Julius Raabe, 60, who with his | charged that Metro was “having a | 


“perfectly free to do anything they | 


oriented mind must have told her | 
that such a threat could only re- | 
sult in- yanking of the film. In fact, | 
Loew himself said that, according | 


told a4/| 
VARIETY rep that she didn’t know | 
just how much she had to do with | 
elimination of “Jungle” from the | 


three days prior to the fact of the | 
Yank selections which she is asked | 


port. Mrs. Luce said she favored | 


ences ee Sees ‘misunderstanding as to procedure | 
ee in wine | at Venice. The United Press report | 


ifrom Washington,. citing the oe 
had | 


i 


Mrs. Luce’s ‘Yes-No’ Stance 





rom page 2 == = 





{pression of news throughout the 
world. 

| Cited, too was the case of Walter 
|Lippmann whose column—critical 
of the U.S. in the aftermath of 
| Geneva—was reprinted almost 
fully by Moscow newspapers. 
| ‘Surely this doesn’t do this coun- 
_try any good,” was one comment, 
“but no one suggests that Mr. 
Lippmann stop writing. Criticism 
| is one of the chances we must take 
iin a democracy.” 





Best Yet to Come? 
Venice, Aug. 31. 

As the 16th Venice Film Fete 
moves into its second week, with 
the windup slated for Sept. 10, 
| when prizes will be handed out, 
the watchword is still anticipation 
—meaning the best has still to 
come, at least in the hopes of the 
1,500-odd guests of the yearly 
event. Star atterdance has so far 
| been slack, especially from the 
Yank side, with only Sophia Lo- 
ren, Japan’s Machiko Kyo and a 
| numerous Russian delegation help- 
ing to keep the camera shutters 
| clicking. 
| The “Big Knife” opening is Sept. 
| 10. Other remaining U.S. entries 
| are “The Kentuckian” (UA) on 
| Sept. 3, and “Interrupted Melody” 
| (M-G), on Sept. 7, both evening 
| Showings. 

Fete opened Aug. 25 with a Jap 
| entry, “Shuzenji Monogotari,” well 
received for its splendidly garbed 
and lensed impressions of a Jap 
costume folk tale. “Origins of Mo- 
tion Picture,” a U. S. Navy short, 
took an interested audience back 
to the early days of the medium. 
“After the Storm,’ shown next 
| day, is a slick Mexican entry with 


|an improbable story, which failed 


| to raise critical temperatures. 
| “Ordet,” Carl Dreyer’s Danish 
| film, shown that night, held a 


hesitant audience to the finale de- 
spite is heavy mannerism and 
/ mood. Crix rate this one a prize 
possibility. “Moments of Decision,” 
| Shown Aug. 27, is a well-made re- 
count of the partisan days, and 
generally was well received, with 
| audience giving it the biggest hand 
to date at fadeout. 
‘Thief’ Clicks 

Par’s “Catch a Thief,’ which to 
date is considered the most enjoy- 
| able pic in the festival, though 

crix had rese:vations as to its 
artistic weight, was a crowd-pleas- 
er in the evening performance. 
Uneven projection in the inside 
Palazzo showing marred the 
screening’s effectiveness somewhat, 
| but the al fresco screening in the 
nearby Arena was termed techni- 
cally perfect. 
Czechs Still Hopeful 

The Czech representation in 
Venice is still trying to get its fea- 
ture entry, “Jan Hus,” directed by 
Otakar Vavra, shown at the Fes- 
'tival. Pic is a costume bio of the 
' famed Czech priest, and is claimed 
| historically accurate by the Czechs, 
| while the Festival feels it might be 
offensive to the Catholic Church. 

Czechs’ rep in Venice, M. Bou- 
sil, told Variety that ‘Jan Hus” 
was considered the “last danger- 
ous” pic that his country could 
submit to the Festival, even 
though he admitted that the pic 
contained some sharp contrasting 
of church riches with poor living 
conditions in country at time Hus 
lived. But according to Brousil, 
| the pic could not be truly anti- 
Catholic, “as 70% of our people 
' are Catholics.” 

Following Venice objections, the 
local Czech rep agreed to cut some 
1,200 feet (depicting, according to 
him, the contrast between prosper- 
ous church and starving people) 
of a sequence, in an attempt to get 
pic by. Though Brousil at this 
writing still hopes to get pic ac- 
cepted (a private screening may be 
held if .not), Festival sources in- 
dicate this is improbable. Not 
known whether Czechs will seek to 
substitute. Brousil is skedded to 
leave for Prague in next few days 
for a quick huddle with his home- 
office, but returns immediately. 

Italy has succeeded in getting a 
fourth pie in the Venice fete, now 
has two submitted officially, and 
other two running on invitation 
basis. Hushed-over intramural con- 
troversies in the Italo camp have 
been as violent as usual thi 


centering around the two 

entries, “The Swindle ' 
Fellini’s picture starring | : 
Crawford, and “Am 1 Lia 
Belle,” and the two possibdie Invi- 
tees, “Gli Sbandat}’’ and “Le 


| Amiche.” 
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